VERBATI M REPORT COF LEEDS CI TY COUNCI L
SPECI AL COUNCI L MEETI NG ON FRI DAY, 20TH MAY 2005

THE LORD MAYOR (Councillor C. Townsley): Good eveni ng,
ever ybody.

VEMBERS OF COUNCI L: Good eveni ng, Lord Mayor.

THE LORD MAYOR: Lord Lieutenant, H gh Sheriff, Recorder of
Leeds, Menbers of Council, honoured guests, |adies and
gentlenen, can | first of all extend to you a very warm wel cone
to Leeds Civic Hall for this very special neeting of Council
and can | ask if anybody has a nobil e phone or a pager if they
woul d kindly turn it off, or at least put it onto nute.

| don't wish to steal the thunder of the Leader of Counci
or of other G oup Leaders but | cannot possibly let this
occasi on go by w thout saying at |east a few words about our
guest of honour, Jane Tom i nson MBE. However, | will |eave
that until a bit later on in the proceedi ngs. So if we can
turn to Item1l in the order paper, "Honorary Freeman".

| TEM 1 - HONORARY FREENMAN

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: My Lord Mayor, Lord Lieutenant, Hi gh
Sheriff, M. Recorder, Honorary Freenen, Menbers of

Parliament, Honorary Al dernen, Councillors, but nost of al
Jane, M ke, your famly and friends, welconme to Leeds Civic
Hal | . It is a great pleasure for ne to wel cone you here
t oday. In this chanber, we are at the heart of our great
Cty, and we are about to bestow on Jane Tom inson the highest
honour that is in our gift, the Freedomof the City of Leeds.

We are here to honour a daughter of Yorkshire, a GCtizen
of Leeds who has brought huge credit to our Cty, and has shown
the hunman race the positives that can conme out of, and in spite
of , adversity.

Many adj ectives have been used to describe Jane -
“remar kabl e, inspirational, courageous, our |ocal hero" - sone
have said you were plain nmad. Probably a bit of all of those
things, but one thing is certain, her determ nation, self-
sacrifice and sheer guts have neant that by the begi nning of
this year Jane's running, cycling and swi nm ng has raised
£1,150, 000 for her charities. ( Appl ause)



Jane was only 26 when she was di agnosed with cancer. Her
husband, M ke, newy pronoted in his job with the Yorkshire
Bank, had been able to bring the famly back to live in their
native county and in Jane's home city of Wkefi el d. Wth her
two daughters Suzanne and Rebecca both in school, Jane was
t hi nki ng about studying for a nmaths degree at Leeds University,

her sights set on becom ng a maths teacher. Everyt hi ng was
nor mal . There was everything to be optimstic about.
Then cane the di agnosi s. For Jane and her famly it was

to be a tine of fear of the present and apprehension for the
future, but youth was on Jane's side and surgery went well.
Jane's consultant told her, "Forget about this awf ul episode.

Go on and get on with your life", and she resolved at once to
do just that.

During her illness she had becone interested in
radi ography and whilst still recovering in hospital she set
asi de her ideas for studying maths and sent for forns to apply
to the Radi ography School at Leeds CGeneral Infirmary, citing
her ability to enpathize with patients, having experienced
cancer at first-hand herself. She was interviewed in a
hospital bed and was offered and accepted a place before the
bandages were even off.

Eventual ly her training place at the LA turned into a
full-tinme tenporary post and life | ooked good until the illness
returned. After further surgery life becane a reginme of
al ternating chenot herapy and radi ot her apy. Fi ghti ng
physi cal | y exhausting sickness, Jane returned to work fearing
t hat absence from work woul d j eopardi se her prospects of a
per manent post. It took nonths for the nausea and tiredness
to subsi de, but sonehow Jane got through them and was offered a
per manent post, paving the way at |last to have her |onged for
third child, Stephen

Everyone in this chanber has famly and | oved ones, and we

can all inmagine the grief that Jane and M ke were forced to
share with their young children, their parents, famly and
friends. Treatnment after treatnent foll owed and amazi ngly,

slowy, slowy, though there was never a suggestion that the
i1l ness woul d go away, she began to regain her strength.

At this point Jane's story takes a renarkable turn.
Eventual ly she was fit enough to accept a friend' s invitation
to a holiday in Australi a. The idea was rest and recuperation



but, on a visit to Sydney, Jane spotted a chall enge she

couldn't resist, the Sydney Harbour Bridge. A 1500 netre
clinb over steel catwal ks and | adders proved that Jane was
regai ni ng her stami na and her inner resolve to keep going.

Ret urni ng home, Jane felt her strength return enough to
start jogging with husband M ke al ong the roads around Rot hwel |
- perhaps the potholes were all filled in then, Brian! -
getting stronger and stronger each tine. Soon her sights were
on the 2001 "Race for Life" run held here in our own Roundhay
Par k. It was, of course, in aid of Cancer Research. Her e
was her first fund-raising target, to raise £500 through
sponsorshi p of the run. O course she achieved it. O
course she then felt the spur to do nore, and in just four
years her target to raise funds for charity leaps from £500 to

£1 mllion, and that is why, Jane, you are here today. Every
target you have set yourself you have reached and beat en,
whether it is to run a nmarathon, conplete a triathlon, |ink

Land's End and John O Groats by bike or, in your own words, go
from Rome to Hone, and you have done it.

I n your autobiography, witten jointly with MKke, you
descri bed the pain, the weakness, tiredness and nausea you have
overconme at each and every sporting event you have taken part
in. Every sportsman and woman knows about neeting the pain
t hreshol d, whether it is a fun run or a full marathon. For
you it has been less of a threshold nore of a nountain of
ener gy- sappi ng angui sh to overcone agai n and again, and yet you
have done it time after tinme, again and again, and you have

achieved your £1 mllion for the charities that are so dear to
you and are so worthy of support. There is the Hannah House
Care Hone in Rothwell, which provides residential and nedica

care for children with conplex health needs; MMIIlan Cancer
Rel i ef which hel ps people living with cancer; the Paediatric
Acute Services at Leeds Teaching Hospital NHS Trust, where Jane
is a radi ographer and still works, and Sparks, a charity

dedi cated to nedical research into conditions affecting babies
and young chil dren.

And, rightly, the recognition you are due has told the
worl d of the esteemin which your famly, your comunity and
i ndeed your nation hold you. In 2003 you received the MBE in
the Queen's New Year's Honours. In Decenber 2002 you took the
Hel en Rollison Award in the BBC Sports Personality of the Year.
O hers include: Yor kshire Whrman of Courage Award, Yorkshire
Awar d Speci al Achi evenent Award, BBC Sports Yorkshire and
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Li ncol nshire Qutstandi ng Award, the Sunday Ti nmes Sportswonman of
the Year, and the Heart of Yorkshire Awards 2003 Yorkshire
Speci al Award.

So fromtoday you will have another honour to add to your
growing list, the Freedomof the Cty of Leeds. Now, for
those with no prior experience of the Freedom perhaps | should
j ust expl ain. It is an ancient office going back beyond the
M ddl e Ages to when a Freeman, and they were always nen in
t hose days, were allowed to own property and carry on a

busi ness. Wth this cane the undoubted privileges of driving
your livestock over roads and bridges and wal king the streets
wi th your sword unsheat hed. Today all this is gone and the

honour is synbolic, and | don't recomend you to try the sheep
and sword bit, unless you want to have a very interesting
conversation with one of our Nei ghbourhood Wardens. Al t hough
| am not so sure about the livestock bit, because if you pick
Council day and drove theminto here nost people would find
them i ndi stingui shable fromthe Menbers of the Counci
(Laughter), although we are all on our very best behavi our

t oday.

But the Freedomof the City is a very powerful nessage
that we send to you, and that nessage is of our |ove and
admration for what you have achi eved. It is for what you
have done for others, the unassum ng way you have done it, and
the inspiration that you have brought to us all

You have said, Jane, and | quote from your own
aut obi ography, "I don't think of myself as havi ng done anything
extraordinary. | ran the marathon because | wanted to do it
because | wanted to rai se sone noney. Maybe al so because |
wanted to say to people that if |I can do this as | am just
t hi nk what you can do. There is only yourself stopping you."
Jane Toml inson MBE, thank you for all of this.

Today, though, rem nds us too that there is sonething very
speci al about the human race that sets it apart fromall other
l'iving things. There is that spark, that vital spark, you
m ght say, that allows sonme people to achi eve against all odds
and in the face of huge adversity to help others and to be an
inspiration to others. Jane, you are one of those very
speci al peopl e.

For me, Menbers of Council, it is a singular honour to be
able to stand here today and nove this resolution that Jane

4



Tom i nson MBE be admtted to be an Honorary Freeman of the Gty
of Leeds in recognition and high appreciation of her struggle

to overcone illness, for her exanple and inspiration to us all
and for her outstanding effort to raise funds for cancer
charities. | so nove. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: Lord Mayor, Distinguished Guests, Lord
Li eutenant, fellow Councillors, |adies and gentlenen, I|ike
Councillor Carter has just said, it is a great privilege and an
honour to be able to second this Wite Paper to confer the
hi ghest honour of office to Jane Tom i nson MBE

You know, this is a very, very special occasion and
sonmet hing we don't do too often, and it allows us to show our
appreciation for an individual's contribution to the Iife of
the City and its Citizens, and she does so with quite recent
Illustrious conpany. Five years ago it was Nel son Mandel a.
Two years ago it was Dane Fanny Waterman, who is here tonight,
and the one |inking thene between all three of them and their
predecessors, | believe has been their courage and
determination to succeed, to achieve al nost inpossible dreans
and goal s against all the odds, but | have to say - and the
achi evenents | think Councillor Carter has already read out are
absol utely amazing, the MBE, all the Chall enge nonies, the
Hel en Rollison, and all those awards that Andrew so ably read
out, but | have to say | had ny nonent of doubt when | read the

book - I will plug your book, Mke, it is, "Luxury of Tine"
when | came across a passage about dealing with Jane's taste in
music, and | have to say it is a horror show for us. Sone of
you Wi Il know this group, Toploader, Marillion and an aptly

nanmed Def Lepard, and | can assure you it is a very appropriate
nane for that kind of nusic, and I did wonder, you know know ng
full well that that nusic does damage to anybody's brains and
hearing within a hundred m |l es, how sonebody |ike Jane coul d

i ke that. But, like Jane, | blame M ke for that for buying
the tickets and i ndeed buying her CDs to encourage her to go to
t hese concerts that she does.

But on a serious note, like Andrew, | want to pay enornous
tribute to - an adjective already used - for it is the
i nspiration that she has given so many ordi nary people, the
notivation to go out and participate in sport, whether it is
cycling, swi nmng or wal ki ng. There are hundreds and
t housands of people in this City, in this country, who have
started to participate in sport, sone for the pleasure but also
others to actually raise noney for cancer, and this is a wonan
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who started off doing 2.5 kilonetres in 25 mnutes, | think, if
| renmenber right. So, you know on this side we are all great
athl etes, as you can see, ready to performat the highest

| evel, so that sounds quite nodest, but then she goes on to
achi eve sonething even nore remarkabl e, three London Marat hons,
three London Triathlons, the York Marathon, the Abbey Dash,

whi ch nust have been exhausting and a whol e range of other

achi evenents in sport which are well beyond us. And if you
think that is exhausting, think about this, a half |Ironman
Triathlon, a three-quarters Ironman Triathlon and a full one in
Florida | ast year in Novenber, and just to tell those
uninitiated what that nmeans, it neans a 112 mle bike ride, a 2
mle swmand, just when you think you have had enough, you go
and run a marat hon on top of that. So, you know, clearly,

t hese are ammzi ng achi evenents by any individual .

Now, | am particular inpressed as a cyclist by the Land's
End to John O Groats, which she did with her brother Luke,
where she started to really raise noney, but the one that is
amazing is the one that some of us will renenber |ast year
whi ch was from Rone to Honme, as Andrew has nentioned, which was
2,500 mles over the Al ps. Now, if you remenber, when she got
back into the Headrow there was an amazi ng, spontaneous
reception for her by the people of Leeds, who really have taken
Jane to their hearts.

Now, | don't know about anybody here who rides bikes but |
get a sore bumfromhere to Garforth. What your bum rmust have
been Ii ke after Rone to here is beyond ne! (Laughter)

But, you know, sport and taking part in it is ultimately
about teamwrk as well, and the one thing that strikes you when
you read the book, or indeed you listen to Mke and Jane, is
the fantastic support she gets fromher famly. They have
been absol ute rocks behind her, and | want to pay tribute to
her fam |y who have stuck by her through the setbacks, through
the illnesses, through all the trials and tribul ations, and
real ly supported her, and I know she woul dn't have done those
t hings without the support of her famly, and that is Rebecca,
Suzanne and St ephen and obviously M ke and Luke, her brother,
and all the nothers and fathers involved in that and brothers
and sisters. It is incredible what that kind of support can
do to an individual, and I have got sone good news for you,
Jane. | actually |like one of the songs you like, and it is by
Heat her Smal |l called, "Wat Have You Done Today To Feel Proud
o 2" | f anybody renenbers that song, us young ones shoul d



know that, should be able to quote it, and | think it is a
real ly appropriate sentinent for today, because | think today
what we have done is confer the highest office this City can
give to an individual who has proven that, despite all the

set backs, despite the illnesses, despite everything else in
front of her, she has achi eved the inpossible dreans and goal s
on behal f of, particularly, Cancer Research and the noney

rai sed.

So again, Like Andrew, | would Iike to thank you for al
the inspiration you have given all of us and, indeed, all of
the City and all of the country in all your efforts. Thank

you, Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: Lord Mayor, guests, one of the great
privileges of |leadership is that Oficers very helpfully
give you tips and hints and help in what you m ght be able to
say when you speak in Council on occasions |ike this or any
ot her but, of course, tonight is no different from any ot her
night with ne; | have no intentions of |ooking at what
O ficers gave ne, but | have to say at the outset perhaps it
woul d have been easier for me had | stuck to sone of the
suggestions that were given ne, but as is my wont | will try
and say a few things.

It has been ny pleasure to be here for the confernment of
the Freedomof the Gty for the Lords Heal ey and Rees and for
Dr. Nel son Mandel a and Dame Fanny Waternman, and for each of
them | have a different respect and feeling. Politically, |
have the greatest respect for Denis Heal ey and Mervyn Rees,
albeit a conpletely different political philosophy to m ne, but
nevert hel ess. For Nel son Mandel a, how can anybody with a
quarter of a brain possibly fail to be inspired by his life
story, and in the case of Fanny Waterman, well, it is a very
m xed enoti on. I woul d have never dared call her Fanny
Wat erman 12 nont hs ago, but there are enough peopl e between ne
and her today to protect ne! (Laught er) For those who
recall what | said |last year, | have lived in fear of the nane
Fanny Waterman fromthe age of seven since | becane a m serable
failure on the piano.

But all those four people, if I mght put it this way,
have chosen the route that they have taken, albeit all of them
overcom ng incredi bl e odds to succeed and becom ng giants in
their owmn field but they chose the route that they took quite
deli berately and determ nedly, but in the case of Jane
Tominson this is a wholly different situation. This is



sonmebody who obviously didn't choose the situation in which she
has found herself, and nobody in their right mnds could ever

t hi nk that anybody woul d choose to suffer from cancer, and so
it seens to ne in those circunstance to have achi eved what Jane
has achieved is altogether nore inspirational for me, | nust
say, and | think it strikes a cord with everybody, and with
ordi nary people, that anybody can overcone such terrible
personal msfortune but to face it with a smle and a

determ nation to show the world that no matter what problens
confront you there is always a hope and a way forward.

There are nmany nore things that | had hoped to say
t oni ght. | feel a rush of enotion in these circunstances.
Those who know nme will know why. | hope maybe if Jane and her
famly don't understand, sone of ny coll eagues m ght explain
later, but it is a trenendous privilege and honour for ne to
support her becom ng a Freeman of this great Cty. Thank you.
( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR FI NNI GAN: Lord Mayor, Distinguished Guests, |adies
and gentlenmen, fellow Councillors, it is always slightly
unfortunate to be the fourth speaker on such occasi ons because
nost of the good words, nost of the good phrases, have already
been said, and we would entirely and fully endorse what has
been sai d by other people.

The Morl ey Borough | ndependents are delighted and honoured
to be able to support this particular resolution. e
under stand and appreciate the real comm tnent that Jane has
shown, and her courage and determ nation and conpassion are a
real and genuine inspiration to us all. W are very used to
hearing rhetoric across this particular council chanber, to
hearing a | ot of speeches, but certainly what we would say is
that Jane's achi evenents genuinely | eave us in Mrley
speechl ess. We are delighted to support this resolution, Lord
Mayor . Thank you. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR D. BLACKBURN: Lord Mayor, Lord Lieutenant, MPs,
Honoured Cuests and fellow Councillors, when you hear or

read or wite about soneone who has got cancer, you think, "Ch
yes, that is So-and-so, he or she has got cancer.” When you
think or tal k about Jane Tomlinson you think, "Ch yes, Jane,
she is that sportswoman, who al so happens to have cancer."”
For ne, that says an awful |ot about the woman we are about to
honour with the Freedomof this Gty.



Jane and her famly have lived with cancer for around 14
years. In the first years there was hope of recovery and al
seened wel | . Then canme the news that her illness was back.
Hopes were dashed tine and again as nore and nore tests charted
t he advanci ng of the disease. | know a | ot of people could
react to this by closing the curtains, waiting for things to
get worse. Maybe this was Jane's first instinct too. If it
was, it didn't |ast |ong. As a nother and a wife, Jane's
first thoughts were for her famly who supported her through
this illness and who eventually she will |eave, but | think
can detect a thought process that went on in Jane's head which
gave her a way of turning around the disaster that was
envel oping her life, a way of turning cancer on its head and
maki ng sonet hing positive out of this terrible prognosis.

Jane's work as a radi ographer at Leeds General Infirmary
has given her special insights into the treatnment of cancer,
especially the treatnment of young children. As well|l as the
frustration of know ng her own condition had no cure, Jane nust
daily see the hopel essness brought to young lives by the
know edge that science has not yet found the answers we need to
conquer this disease. | think this nust have put the first
I deas into Jane's head that there was still sonething she could
do, not intime to help her own prognhosis but for people who
will share her situation in future and, of course, the key to
this lies in funding research that will lead to a breakthrough
in the care and treatnent of cancer, and so she started
runni ng.

| have got to say, as a person that used to do marat hons
quite regularly (Laughter), as Jimover there did, it is very
difficult when you are fit. | amnot fit now, as you can see,
so you nust have had great courage. At first it was just to
see if you could do it, and she coul d. Then cane the fund-
rai sing, tentative at first, just |ooked for a few hundred
pounds for Cancer Research in the Race for Life. Wt hout nuch
serious pushing for sponsors, she exceeded her target by seven
times.

As success grew, Jane decided to go for the jackpot and
set now the fanpus target of £1 mllion for Cancer Research and
care of children with the di sease. I wonder if Jane realised
at the outset what the sacrifices would be. As celebrity
status grew for this athlete with cancer so her private life
di m ni shed. As honours and awards arrived for her fantastic
wor k, so her privacy disappeared, with TV interviews, chat show



appear ances, magazi ne features, celebrity appearances al
crowding into her life. Jane' s husband took over the PR
control with a skill that would have made Max Cifford envious.

In short, while Jane was doggedly raising her £1 mllion

her Iife was not her own. For her cause she was willing to
| ay open nost of the personal details of her illness, her pain
and her sel f-doubt. It is telling that when, in preparation

for today, our researchers asked Mke for sone details on
Jane's early life, the answer cane back, "No, that is the only
bit left that is private."

Earlier this year Jane reached her mllion and, in typica
style, exceeded it by £150, 000. She announced her wi sh to go
back to her extended famly, who have given such unstinting
support. | suppose we shoul d have guessed that you woul d be
back. Articles in the paper over the |ast couple of days have
reflected the delight with which Leeds peopl e have received the
news that you feel strong enough to re-enter the |inelight and
carry on your fund-raising. So wel come back to the linelight.

It is our good fortune that you start your latest stint in
the public eye with us tonight.

W are about to bestow upon you the Freedom of the City of

Leeds. Wth it comes our enduring admration and our thanks
and our good w shes. Thank you. ( Appl ause)
THE LORD MAYOR: Thank you. Menbers of Council, | now cal

for the vote that Jane Tom i nson MBE be nmade an Honorary
Freeman of the City of Leeds.

(The notion was carried unani nously)

| would now like to invite Jane Tom i nson MBE to accept
the role of Honorary Freeman of the City of Leeds and to nake
t he decl arati on of acceptance.

JANE TOM.I NSON: My Lord Mayor, | formally declare ny
acceptance of the role of Honorary Freeman of the Gty of
Leeds and undertake to do all in ny power to uphold the rights
and dignity of the Gty of Leeds. ( Appl ause)

THE LORD MAYOR: | now invite the Chief Executive to read the
Scrol|l of Honorary Freeman.

THE CH EF EXECUTIVE (M. P. Rogerson): My Lord Mayor, "At a
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Meeting of the Council of the City of Leeds held in the
Counci | Chanber of the Gvic Hall on Friday the 20th day of My
2005 at a Special Council convened for the purpose the Lord
Mayor Councillor Christopher Townsley in the Chair it was
resol ved unani nously that under and in pursuance of the powers
conferred upon the Council by s.249 of the Local Governnment Act
of 1972 we admt Jane Tomlinson MBE to be an Honorary Freenan
of the City of Leeds in recognition and high appreciation of
her outstandi ng achi evenent to raise over £1 mllion for
charity and her extraordinary feats of sporting endurance."

THE LORD MAYOR | would Iike to nowinvite Jane to cone forward
and sign the Roll of Honour. (The Roll was si gned)
( Appl ause)

JANE TOM.I NSON: Many thanks to all in Leeds City Council for

bestowi ng this honour on ne. | have received, as you

know, several awards, but this is sonething very special. As
you know, | amnot actually a Leeds |ass. I was born in
Wakefield and lived ny first years in Liverpool across the
bor der .

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: Now we know! (Laughter)

JANE TOMLI NSON: After a brief tinme in Australia wth ny famly
innmy early teens, we returned to England and it was a bit
of a culture shock. W noved from Adel aide in the early
sumer to Leeds and Leek Street Flats in Hunslet in early
Novenber . My first nmenories of Leeds are of M schief N ght at
Leek Street Flats. | can't go into that, (Laughter) it is
I ndescri babl e.

So the last 15 years or so | have lived in Leeds. You
know, | have been part of Leeds society for nearly two and a
hal f decades. I have seen the City and it has changed so
conpletely that it is barely recognisable fromthe days when
first arrived in Leeds. There is a picture taken of Luke and
I cycling into Leeds through Leeds City Square. We had cycl ed
through Italy, through France. W had seen sone spectacul ar
cities through our way, and | have to say that that picture of
Leeds on a sunny day wasn't any | ess remarkable than all of the
pl aces we had been through. It | ooked a cosnopolitan city, a
city to be proud of.

The transformati on has been so incredible, you only have
to travel down to the canal, to the river, to see how nmuch of
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the Gty has been regenerated. Travelling into Leeds under
the Dark Arches, as they are known, they were places that
people didn't venture to before. You now see whol e crowds of
peopl e novi ng through those areas out of the Gty to work.
That is how nuch the City has changed.

| only hope that in the next few years the City continues
to attract investnent and the environnent is inproved further.
I think we all recognise how |lucky we are to live in Leeds
for the leisure facilities, the arts, the culture, and we can
only hope this expands further.

It wouldn't be right not to pay tribute to the Oncol ogy
teamin Leeds that have treated ne over the |last 5 years. I
am here because of advances in treatnent. [t is not just down
to courage. | have endured sone difficult treatnents and been
ai ded through that by the Oncology teamat St. Janes's in
parti cul ar.

We are very lucky in Leeds to have the standard of care we
have, and | hope that with the opening of the new Oncol ogy
Hospital that will continue to inprove.

My professional career is spent as a paediatric
r adi ogr apher. Part of what we do in the fund-raising is to
acknowl edge that illnesses don't just affect the patient, they
affect the whole of the famly, and that is reflected in the
charities we have chosen and the reason why we have chosen
t hem

There have been noves ever since | started as a paediatric
radi ographer to hope to build a Children's Hospital in Leeds.
| think as a Cty we deserve that. W have such excel | ent
teanms working to i nprove and help the children within Leeds and
the surrounding areas that we can only hope to attract nore
talent and nore skills into the area if we have that facility
her e.

Finally, thanks to the people of Yorkshire for all their

support, the people of Leeds for all their help. The response
has been overwhel m ng and very hunbling. We have passed the
£1 mllion mark, but that was only a nm | estone. The charities
still need funding. There is still a lot of work to be done

and nmy hope is that in the future we can be nore successful
than in the past.
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| am so honoured to accept this honour. My heart is in
Leeds. It always will be. Thank you. ( Appl ause and
standi ng ovati on)

THE LORD MAYOR: Thank you. Just before | close the Meeting, |
did say | would just like to add a few of ny own words.

| am particularly honoured that this cerenony, which wl|l
be one of the last ones | shall undertake during ny term as
Lord Mayor, has actually taken place before I hand the chains
over next Monday.

My col |l eagues really have said it all. You are an
i nspiration. | can't think of any other word. Everybody has
used the word; it is absolutely fitting and right. Your
courage and determ nation sets you above many. You are a
wonder ful exanple for the rest of us to follow When nost of
us feel ill or exhausted, the easiest thing in the world is to
feel sorry for ourselves, conplain and | et others know. You
may on occasions feel the same, but you never appear to do.
What you seemto do is you brush it to one side, get on with
it, schem ng sone other way of being able to rai se noney and
awar eness of your charities.

You obvi ously have wonderful support from M ke and the
rest of your famly. Jane, it is a pleasure to be able to
share in this cerenony with you today. In a few mnutes tine
we wll be able to enjoy the rest of the eveni ng when we nove
through to the Banqueting Suite, and | think with that, |adies
and gentlenen, | would like to declare this neeting cl osed.
Thank you. ( Appl ause)

(Council rose at 6.45 p.m)
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