VERBATI M REPORT COF LEEDS CI TY COUNCI L
ANNUAL MEETI NG HELD ON MONDAY, 23rd MAY 2005

THE LORD MAYOR (Councillor C. Townsley): My Lord Lieutenant,
Hi gh Sheriff, Honoured Cuests, Menbers of Council, |adies
and gentl enen, good evening to you all, and wel cone to the
Annual Meeting of Leeds City Council

Can | first of all, as you all probably read on the order
paper, ask that if you do have a nobile phone with you or a
pager, would you like to either turn it off or at |least put it
onto nute. Thank you.

| TEM1 - ELECTI ON OF LORD NAYOR

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: My Lord Mayor, Deputy Lord Lieutenant,

Hi gh Sheriff, Honorary Recorder, Sir Jimy, Honorary

Al dermen, | adies and gentlenen, it is a good job we aren't

ti med because ny speech would have to conme to an end after
that, 1 think.

On Friday of last week | noved a resolution to confer the
Honorary Freedom of the City on Jane Tonl i nson. In her
response she pointed out that she had for a few years lived in
Li ver pool . Now | am noving a resolution to confer the honour
of the Lord Mayoralty on Councillor Bill Hyde, and sone of you
may not know this but Bill was born in Lancashire.

(I nterruptions) Nevert hel ess, in both these cases the
reci pients have |lived nost of their lives in Leeds and grown to
| ove and indeed to serve their adopted cities.

| first met Bill Hyde in the early 1970s when we were

candi dates for the Council, the new Council, the Leeds
Metropolitan District Council as it was then known. | was a
Counci |l l or on the Pudsey Borough and Bill had been a Councill or

in Sheffield, where he lived with is wife Pat and two daughters
in their very early married life.

Now, sonething el se you probably don't know, but Bill had
the distinct privilege, unusual privilege, | mght add, of
becom ng part of the Conservative admnistration in the Gty of
Sheffield that was elected in 1966 - a very singul ar
achi evenent i ndeed. Unfortunately, they were only el ected
with a wafer-thin majority and Bill mssed the first Counci
Meeti ng because he was away on holiday in Spain. | am sure ny
telling you that story will nake sure | am not on the guest



list very often, unless Pat speaks up for ne, as she has been
doi ng for many years.

O course, had Bill been a Councillor in Leeds, he would
have had to return fromhis holiday in Spain to vote, as
Honorary Al derman CGeoffrey Sherwin will testify when a simlar

fate befell him

Bill grew up in Whitkirk, where he attended Tenpl enewsam
and Colton Primary School, noving on to Leeds Central High

School . Hs first job was with the TSB, then the Leeds
Skyrack and Morl ey Savi ngs Bank. That was foll owed by
Nat i onal Servi ce. He joined Marks & Spencers as a nmanagenent

trainee in 1954 but was quickly recalled to the Arny, just one
week before his marriage to Pat, where he served a further 5
nonths as a Captain during the Suez Energency.

After a few years of noving around with his job, Bill and
Pat returned to Leeds and in 1970 started their first
newsagency business in Manston, still known locally as Hyde's
Cor ner . He becane managi ng director of the trade buying group
Bri dewel I Newspower Yorkshire in 1988 and nanaged t he conpany
until its merger in 2000.

In 1973 Bill was indeed elected to represent the Halton
Ward on the new Leeds Metropolitan District Council and served
on Leeds City Council until 1995, being re-elected again in the
year 2000. Bill's particular interests have always been in
Educati on and Lei sure Servi ces. He is a trustee of the Leeds
Conval escent Society and of the Wade's Charity, and in this
| ast year has been the Chair of the Education Scrutiny Board on
Leeds City Counci l

Bill would be furious if | didn't nmention the fact that
when Education Leeds had its O sted inspection |ast year the
O sted I nspectors nade particular nention of the Education
Scrutiny Board, praised themfor their high standards of
scrutiny, and held themup as a national exanple of good
scrutiny practice. Bill told ne to say that, so | will now go
on to sonme nore of ny bit!

Throughout Bill's political life and his involvenent with
vol untary groups and charities, he has been ably supported by
Pat, which is why they will nake such a very good team as our
Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress. Pat has many of her own
interests as well, particularly in the church and the Grl



Qui de Movenent, but Bill is a well-rounded fellow (Laughter) in
all senses of the word. The chain will sit very confortably
on him Besides his interest in politics, he has travelled
all over the world, including fishing expeditions in Al aska and
New Zeal and, catching | arge sal non and sal non trout. He has a
great |ove of nusic, enhanced by the cello-playing of his
younger daughter, Anne-Louise, who played at the Royal Al bert
Hal | . He has al so had a very long involvenent with the
Col I ege of Music and is a Governor and Honorary Fell ow.

He is also a |lover of cricket, although | wonder who he
cheers for when Yorkshire play Lancashire. He actually
j oi ned, however, the Yorkshire County Cricket Club as a junior
menber in the |ate 19940s.

On the subject of sport, of course, there is another story

whi ch many of you will find hard to believe. In the early
1970s a group of much younger Conservative Councillors began
pl ayi ng badm nt on. Now, when | tell you the names of those

young Conservative Councillors who began pl ayi ng badm nton,

pl ease don't laugh as it distresses us as we grow ol der:

Keith Louden, Bill Hyde, of course, Les Carter and nyself.
When the Conservatives took power, in 1975 1 think it was, Les

and | becane known as the Bell ow Babes. In Les's case that
was stretching the imagination a bit, | admt. Bill, of
course, went on to fill all sorts of roles, particularly

i nvol ved wi th Educati on. It was then that he established his

firminterest in the education of our young peopl e, sonething
he has mai ntained, as | have already said, up to this present
tinme.

Bill and Pat Hyde have a great love of this Gty wth
which their Iives are entw ned. They have already in their
di fferent ways been of great service to the Cty and nowit is
with pride that | amable to nove this resolution, but before
formally nmoving the resolution I should also say that Bill and
Pat have been personal friends of mne now for well over 30
years. I know themextrenely well, and that is why | felt
doubly privileged to be asked by Bill to nove this resolution
this evening.

| therefore have great pride in noving that WIIliam
Schofield Hyde be el ected Lord Mayor for the City of Leeds for
the ensuring nunicipal year and, in noving that resol ution,

have every confidence that the year will be in the best
traditions of the Lord Mayoralty of this City and that Bill and
Pat will serve with great distinction. | also take the
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opportunity of being the first to congratulate them subject to
your vote, of course, and wi sh thema splendid year. | nove,
ny Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR DRI VER Lord Mayor, Lady Mayoress, Vice Lord
Li eut enant, Hi gh Sheriff, Honorary Recorder, |adies and
gentlenen, it is wth pleasure that, on behalf of the

Qpposi tion Labour G oup, | second the proposal to el ect
Councillor Bill Hyde to be the next Lord Mayor of our great
Cty. Hi s consistent and val uable contribution to the Counci

over the past 30 years, as Andrew has al ready indicated, surely
makes hima worthy candidate for the Council's highest office.

Bill has, of course, done nmany things over those years on
the Council but I will confine nyself to his work on Educati on,
as both of us have been deeply involved in what has often been
call ed, affectionately or otherw se, the Council's Educati on
Maf fi a. In asking ne to nmake this speech this evening, Bill
recalled that he and | have spent about a quarter of a century
debating a nultitude of educational matters and, despite our
political disagreenents, have worked together in a spirit of
friendship and respect, and tonight | want to say that Bill's
ability to work in this way, which many of us recogni se as one
of his many fine qualities, will quickly recoomend himto the
citizens of Leeds as their new Mayor.

Back in 1978, as a brand new Labour Menmber for Hunslet, |

soon cane across Bill at neetings of the Education Committee,
of which he was already, as Andrew has said, an experienced
menber . W seened to neet alnost daily in the busy round of

comm ttees working parties and interview panels which took

pl ace in those days nostly chaired by Paddy Crotty, who many of
us will remenber with affection, am d the oak and nmahogany
panel l ed Victorian grandeur of the old School Board offices
down on Cal verley Street.

Fromthe outset, | recognised Bill's whol e-hearted
comm tnment to Education as a public service, and |learned to
appreciate his frank, patient and friendly manner - qualities
that made hima pleasure to work with for not only nysel f but
for many others as well.

The late 1970s and early 1980s were, of course, years of

significant political change nationally and | ocally. In the
Leeds LEA then as now falling birth rates neant enpty schoo
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places with a big issue in terns of school reorganisation to be
faced. There were days when there was much about which we
coul d disagree, yet | recall that we were still able to

col | aborate and even nmake pai nful decisions in a sensible and
coherent manner, because on all sides there was a belief that
what notivated us was to seek the best possible educationa
opportunities for the young people of Leeds.

Two decades on, | know that in Bill that notivation stil
thrives, and | amsure we will see some of it in the interest,
war nt h and ent husi asmwi th which he neets and greets young
peopl e across the Gty during his mayoral vyear. In return, |
am sure his genial personality wll win himmny nore young
friends.

The best recollection | have of Bill's am able personality

at work came when, in the late 1980s, he and | together wth
the then Councillor Aileen Larsen went on a visit to China.
Under arrangenents between the British and Chi nese Governnents
we had been invited by the City governnment of Tianjin to share
with it our experience in Leeds of running education services
at all levels, but particularly higher and further education.
We were acconpani ed by Christopher Price, at that tinme the
Director of the LEA-controlled Leeds Pol ytechnic, which
ironically in view of the purpose of our visit, was soon to
becone an i ndependent higher educational institution which we
know today as the Leeds Metropolitan University.

Qur trip started badly when, because of bad weat her over
Leeds/Bradford Airport, we mssed our direct flight eastwards

from London to Beijing. A new flight schedule had hastily to
be arranged for the party which nmeant goi ng west instead of
east . Qur al nost serendi pitous journey over the next 36 hours

i nvol ved crossing the North Pole, seeing an active vol cano when
we were flying over Al aska, and spendi ng nuch, nuch, nuch too
much tinme sitting around in airport |ounges in London,
Anchorage and Tokyo, but at |ength we reached Beijing and,

after what seened to us a mdnight car ride across country - it
was probably only early evening - we arrived bleary-eyed in a
wintry Tianjin.

There we were greeted, wi ned and di ned by our hosts at a
sunpt uous civi c banquet which, given our exhaustion, probably
challenged Bill's skills with the chopsticks as nmuch as it did
m ne.



The week which followed was pretty nuch filled wth
neetings, visits and hospitality events, and incidentally we
did get better with the chopsti cks. At each neeting we had to
i ntroduce ourselves, which was fairly easy for Aileen and
nyself since as Chairs of commttee we were taken to be nenbers
of the ruling party, but when it came to Bill he started by
sayi ng he was Qpposition Spokesperson for Education, something
which with their experience of the Chinese one-party system

our many new friends couldn't quite understand. Bill quickly
saw this and came up with a brilliant explanation, "I ama Ms.
That cher man", he said smlingly. Bill, of course, had again

done what he can be really good at, which is raising a smle,
putting people at their ease, inproving understandi ng, breaking
down barriers and naking friends, things which | am sure he
will be doing as our Lord Mayor throughout the com ng year.

Gven tine, Lord Mayor, there are many other qualities in
Councillor Bill Hyde which I could highlight as reasons why we
shoul d toni ght elect himas your successor, but | amsure |
have spoken for |ong enough.

Lord Mayor, | have great pleasure in seconding Councill or
Carter's proposal that Councillor WIIliam Hyde be elected to
serve as Lord Mayor of Leeds for the council year 2005/ 2006.
Thank you. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR JENNI NGS: My Lord Mayor, Deputy Lord Lieutenant,
H gh Sheriff, Honorary Al dernen, |adies and gentlenen, |
of course, was absolutely delighted when Bill approached ne a
few weeks ago and asked ne to speak on behalf of the Liberal
Denocrat G oup supporting his nomnation to be Lord Mayor.

I, unlike Andrew and Geoff, have only known Bill since I
was elected in '99, which was the same year, of course, as he
was re-elected to the Council, but we have worked together on a

nunber of boards and commttees and | have conme to respect him
enornmously in that tine.

He specifically suggested to ne that | might like to
mention a little bit about his Arny service. Presurmably as a
fellow Arny man he thought | mght be able to cast sone |ight
on what he did. After officer training at Catterick and
Chester, he was conm ssioned into the Royal Arny O dnance Corps
in 1952 and, as we heard from Andrew who nmentioned it
previously, he served in Suez and then was recall ed when the
Suez crisis blew up just after he thought he had |eft, which



must admt had a certain anmobunt of déja vu for nme as ny
reservist service with the Royal Artillery ran out about 7 days
before we went into the Gulf the first tinme in 1991, and if
anybody renenbers the fact that it was going to be supposedly

the Mother of all Battles, | was desperately |ooking for ny
conbat gear to see if | could still fit intoit.
Unfortunately, | probably couldn't.

As Bill would no doubt agree with ne, one of the great
privileges of being an Arny officer is working with British
soldiers, who are a breed apart. Their loyalty, hard work and
sense of hunmour and irreverence is sonething to behol d. Any

of you who have seen the recent video that was produced by the
Royal Dragoon CGuards, the spoof of "On the Road to Amarill o",
whi ch has been on our televisions recently and was produced in

pretty horrific |looking conditions in Basra, will understand
that, and they were certainly the sanme in ny tinme, and | am
quite sure they were the sane in Bill's, and they certainly

give you a different outlook on |ife.

I was going to try and think of an anecdote to tell from
my owmn tine in the Arnmy, but | then realised as | ran through
the options if | was to tell virtually any of them| would have
the politically correct thought police on ny neck pretty
qui ckly. But | then remenbered a |ovely story which | think
is particularly apt because (a) it cones fromthe 1950s, the
time of Bill's service in the Arny, and also is about a prince
at Sandhurst and, of course, that again is also rather topical.

This, however, wasn't one of our own princes, it was
Prince Hussain of Jordan who, |ike so many people from
overseas, spent tine with the British Forces.

Qutside the old college at Sandhurst is the main parade
ground and about 300 yards down a road is a very |arge statue
of Queen Victoria, and one norning there was a drill parade
goi ng on and Prince Hussain was seen to very, very obviously
yawn and this, of course, incurred the wath of various
sergeant-mgj ors who i nmedi ately pounced on hi mand shouted at
himin the typical Arny style. | can assure you, anybody who
has been told off by the Acadeny Sergeant Mjor at Sandhur st
never fears being told off by anybody else in the rest of their
l'ives, and as a punishnment he was told to run down to the
statue of Queen Victoria and apol ogise to her for yawning in
her presence. So the little Prince was seen to double down to
the statue, conme to attention, salute her and hold a quite



| engt hy conversation with her. He then sal uted again, turned
round, doubl ed back to the parade ground and the Sergeant WMajor
said, "Well, M. Prince, sir, what did her Mjesty have to
say?" and Prince Hussain said, "The Queen said that if | was
yawni ng on parade | nust be a very tired prince and I amto

have the rest of the day off". (Laught er) At whi ch point
typically the Sergeant Major said, "Very well, sir
Di sm ssed. You may take the rest of the day off." That is

the British Arny through and through.

As we have al so heard from Andrew, after his tine in the
Arny Bill went into business, and the business which he spent
nost tinme involved in was newsagents and corner shops,
particularly | believe it is the fanous Hyde Corner in East
Leeds which still bears his name to this day. 200 years ago
Napol eon very fanously said England was a nation of shop-
keepers. Al'l I can say is if Napol eon had net a shop-keeper
like Bill he would probably have been best advised to stay in
Cor si ca!

He is an exanple to us all, he takes that extra mle, he
takes that extra bit of effort into everything he does, and it
gives ne great pleasure to support Bill Hyde as our next Lord
Mayor . ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR FI NNI GAN: Lord Mayor, Honourabl e CGuests, |adies and
gentl enmen and fellow Councillors, it gives ne great
pl easure on behal f of the Morl ey Borough | ndependent G oup to
support the nom nation of Councillor Bill Hyde as the next Lord
Mayor of Leeds.

Bill Hyde has a reputation that precedes him He is
tenaci ous, conmmtted and is guaranteed to work hard for the

communities he represents. He has been called a politica
rottweiler, but I amsure that his bark is worse than his bite,
and he will always respond positively to a tickling of the

tumry (Laughter).

Bill Hyde has a strong reputation as a battler, and his
remar kabl e canpai gn to support |ocal parents with their high
school pl aces canpaign is one which Mrley Menbers particularly

relate to.

Bill Hyde is a loyal, hard-working conmtted and
entertaining person, a man we all find it hard to ignore. He
will serve the City of Leeds well and bring credit to the role
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of Lord Mayor

As ever, we in Mirley in our owmn inimtable way w Il work
quietly with the new Lord Mayor, barely causing a ripple in the
fabric of Council Meetings, speaking infrequently and rarely
rai sing concerns about a little town we have a deep affection
for - Morley.

To conclude, | fully endorse the comments and best w shes
of all the other speakers. It gives ne great pleasure to
support the nom nation of Councillor Bill Hyde for the role of
Lord Mayor of Leeds for the nunicipal year 2005/ 2006.

( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR D. BLACKBURN: Lord Mayor, Honoured CGuests, fellow
Menbers, it gives nme great pleasure to support the notion

maki ng Bill Hyde Lord Mayor. | have got a little secret.

Not a | ot of people know this, but actually Bill Hyde is ny

i nsider on the Tory G oup. Andrew was just on about Bellow s
Babes. Vell, I went in Bill's office some nonths ago -

actually, it was after the Council Meeting he forgot about the
Greens being in the coalition, actually, so he has to get the
right side of ne - and I went in there and he showed ne the
Tory cal endar, and the March Tory of the Month was one of
Bel | ow s Babes and | have got a picture of it here, but I won't
tell anybody, Andrew

As | say, it gives ne great pleasure to support Bill.

Bill is a wonderful fellow. | really like the guy, and I
think he will do a really wonderful job in the com ng year, and
he deserves it after all the years of service. Thank you,

Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

THE LORD MAYOR So, Menbers of Council, | wll now call for
the vote that Councillor WIIliam Schofield Hyde be el ected
the Lord Mayor of the City of Leeds to hold office until the
date of the Annual Meeting of the Council in 2006.

(The notion was carried unani nously)

Right, this is the point in proceedi ngs where we now
di sappear, and tal k anongst yourselves for a few m nutes and
then we will resune in a few mnutes tine.

(The Lord Mayor and Party Leaders left the chanber and returned
with the Lord Mayor El ect. Fol | owi ng the chai ni ng cerenony, the




Lord Mayor El ect nmade the Declaration of Acceptance of Ofice and
si gned the register)

THE LORD MAYOR (Councillor W S. Hyde): | am hoping that this
won't take very long but | have one or two words to say.
First of all, Vice Lord Lieutenant, H gh Sheriff, Recorder,
Di sti ngui shed Guests, Menbers of Council, |adies and gentl enen,
| think at the outset | ought to thank ny fell ow Councillors
for electing ne to be the first citizen of this great Cty of

ours. I will not claim as sonme of ny predecessors have, to
feel hunble. Nobody woul d believe it. (Laughter) A hunble
person | have never been, nor aml| likely to be!

| amcertain, however, that | am proud, indeed very proud,
to be the 112th Lord Mayor of Leeds. Most Lord Mayors
previ ously have conmented about this very strange practice we
have of being kept out of earshot of the Council Chanber whil st
col | eagues tal k about you. Until this year this has caused ne
no concern whatever. | have never worried about it, never
even thought about it, but | nowrealise just how worrying it
can be, what everyone was worryi ng about.

| am not generally a nervous person but I am bound to say
that waiting for half an hour or so under close guard of the
Lord Mayor's Secretary rem nded nme of ny school days waiting
out si de the headnaster's study to be reprinmanded for sone
m sdenmeanour . The main worry is that you have no i dea what
your col | eagues are going to say about you. My only comment
at this stage, w thout having known what has been said, is that
any ki nd any generous things that have been said are absolutely
true (Laughter) and any derogatory comments are, of course,
totally untrue!

In preparing for the com ng year, | have had to face the
difficult task of choosing one or nore official charities.
Extrenely convincing cases were nmade by each of the eight
charities which asked to be recogni sed, and I have told each of
themthat I will support their fund-raising activities whenever
possi bl e. The two charities which have been naned as joint
beneficiaries of the Lord Mayor's Appeal for the year are the
West Yorkshire Hospital Heartbeat Appeal and the St. CGeorge's

Crypt 75th Anniversary Appeal. Bot h of these groups are
Leeds- based vol unteer charities, and I hope and trust that you
will all support the many events which will be held throughout
t he year.
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| have agreed that the Deputy Lord Mayor will be in charge
of any stunts, and | know that the Director of Denobcratic
Services will be interested to hear this: | have agreed that
the Deputy Lord Mayor will be in charge of any stunts which
have the renotest hint of danger (Laughter) such as junping out
of aeropl anes, abseiling down buil di ngs and bungee-j unpi ng, you
know, those sort of things.

That wasn't, however, a consideration at all in inviting
nmy very good friend Councillor Ann Castle to be ny deputy.
Much nore inportant is the fact that she is, as all the
Councillors in this chanber will acknow edge, a very
experi enced Councillor who is well known and well respected for
her work across the Cty.

My wife Pat will, of course, as you would expect - well,
everybody except Bernard Atha m ght expect, anyway - to be ny
Lady Mayoress and, with Ann's husband G ahame conpleting the
|l i ne-up as Deputy Lord Mayor's Consort, we are |ooking forward
to a hectic but hopefully enjoyabl e year.

The Vicar of St. Mary's, Witkirk, the Reverend |an Bl ack
has agreed to be the Lord Mayor's Chaplain, and both he and I
| ook forward to welcoming all here today to the Civic Service
which will be held at Wiitkirk Church on Sunday, 26th June.

| would Iike to place on record ny thanks to all ny fell ow
Councillors for affording me the opportunity to hold the
hi ghest office in the Cty. A special thank you to the
proposer, seconder and supporters who have spoken for nme here
t oday. No doubt the retiring Lord Mayor will have been
t hanked by col | eagues already for his sterling contribution,
but I would just like to add ny own thanks to Councill or
Townsl ey for a job superbly well done. Qur paths have crossed
on a nunber of occasions over the past year and ny |asting
menory of Chris and Margaret Townsley is that they are both
friendly and caring peopl e. Many of you will not know, but |
was in hospital for a short spell just before Christnas and the
Retiring Lord Mayor rang up, | amtold, every day of the first
week | was there to see how I was. Now, that really was much
appr eci at ed.

Turning to the year ahead, | intend to use the great
of fice of Lord Mayor to pronote the continuing devel opnent of
Leeds as the regional capital which, of course, it is. I will
also do all | can to make Leeds the pre-emnent city of the
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north of England, even if this does nean displacing the city of
nmy birth, Manchester.

Leeds achi eves success through a conbination of factors;
busi ness and commerce provide the basis for the achi evenent of
prosperity, but only the basis. A vi brant successful city is
one which offers a diverse cultural and entertai nnment
envi ronnent, one which attracts people to it not just because
of its job opportunities but also because it offers the very
best educational facilities. Qur two universities and our
many speci alist further education colleges enjoy internationa
reput ati ons. Qur two flagship hospitals, the LA and St.
James's, lead the way in nedical, surgical and nursing care.
In the year ahead | am | ooking forward to working with al
these institutions, together with schools, arts and theatre
groups and voluntary organisations in pursuit of the goal of
maki ng Leeds an even better place to live in, to work in, to
learn in, to care in and to enjoy.

Once again, thank you for the confidence you placed in ne
by electing ne to the office of Lord Mayor of Leeds. I
promse that | will do the job to the best of ny ability.
Thank you very nmuch. ( Appl ause)

| TEM 2 - VOTE OF THANKS TO THE RETI RING LORD MAYOR

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: Lord Mayor, Guests, fellow Menbers of
Council, can | first of all begin by congratul ati ng you

and the Lady Mayoress on taking office. | am sure you are
going to have a splendid year, and also as well can I
congratul ate Ann Castle and her husband G ahane on bei ng Deputy
Lord Mayor for the com ng year. It is 6 years since | was
Deputy Lord Mayor and | have extrenely fond nenories of doing
that job; dare | say perhaps fonder nenories of the |ast year
doing a different job.

Lord Mayor, before | say a few words about Chris Townsl ey,
not that I would ever have the tenerity to take issue w th what
a Lord Mayor has said, but |I really do have to pick you up on
sonmet hing you said a few mnutes ago in your speech which, if |
remenber correctly, you made nention of displacing Manchester

| amsorry to tell you, but Manchester was di spl aced by Leeds
a long tinme ago. ( Appl ause)

Lord Mayor, in making this vote of thanks to Chris
Townsl ey, the Retiring Lord Mayor, | amtrying to find a
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suitabl e conparison in history, a great person fromhistory to
conpare Chris to. | have gone back through very em nent
politicians. | had thought of Margaret Thatcher, Paddy
Ashdown - | didn't think of Jereny Thor pe. | thought about
Churchill, Lloyd CGeorge, and so forth and so forth, and finally
I lighted on Castl ereagh. "Who is Castl ereagh?" you all say.
Vell, et ne let you into a secret. | always wanted to be a
hi storian, not the various other things | have ended up doing
by m stake, but | renmenber Castlereagh, this great Foreign
Secretary from 1815, who | always believed was the greatest
19th century Foreign Secretary, even though he had sone stiff
conpetition, and | thought it was worth conparing Chris to
Cast | er eagh. Not, and | amjust wondering as | |ook at this,
| wonder if Lewis is here? He will probably pick ne up on
this, but I amsure | renenber a very derogatory poem about
Castl ereagh and the rest of the then Cabinet in which
Cast| ereagh was described as sonme sort of slinking, malingering
thief coming in the night, and it was not that conparison that
I was seeking to nake.

Rat her, | always renmenber (inaudible) this argunment that
Castl ereagh found hinself in an altogether unique situation,
having to cobble together a foreign policy in a situation where
he had nobody el se to | ook back on to garner advice or | ook at
the way in which they did it, and so it has been for you,
because you have had the uni que situation of being Lord Mayor -
wel |, unique for 24 years at |east - and seeing the whole
Counci | Chanber turn around, and not only that but you have had
t he doubl e problemof trying to work out where Bungle, Zippy
and CGeorge have been sitting, as we have sort of hunped around
fromplace to place playing nusical chairs, and | know t hat
that has been very difficult for you, but at |east the Scarl et
Pi npernel has al ways been in the sane place for the | ast year!

Lord Mayor, | renenber when | proposed you for office a
year ago | did make nention of concerns that nany peopl e had
expressed about your health, and whether the 12 nonths in
of fice would be too taxing for you. | stand corrected but |
am not aware that you have had any tinme off for illness bar, I
think, you had to have a little service for a couple of days,
but that was a pl anned service. As far as | know it wasn't
because the engi ne broke down half way through the year; you
were planning to go for your MoT, and | think that really says
so nmuch about the way in which you have handl ed your year in
of fice.
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My nmenories are of you and Margaret always smling, always
out goi ng, at so nmany functions and events it is inpossible to
remenber themall. In the newspaper, day after day after day,
not just raising noney for your own charity but doing
everything you can or could for the people of Leeds and a
nyriad of other very worthy causes where people had conme to you
to ask that in your year of office you would help themraise
noney for the benefit of all the people of Leeds, and this is
an abi ding nenory | have.

Lord Mayor, before concl udi ng, because nobody ever did
this for me - tears - | would |ike to say a thank you as wel |
to Brenda Lancaster and Ral ph Lancaster. They too, | know,
have had a fantastic year in the office of Deputy Lord Mayor
and Brenda as a co-Councillor in Mortown we have tal ked about
this last year so often and | know that it has been an
absolutely fantastic tine for them so with that, Lord Mayor, |

wi | I concl ude. Thank you very nmuch for the way you have

conducted things for the |ast year, and |I know now t hat you

will return to our benches and pick up the baton and carry on

doi ng what you have done for so many years not just on our

behal f but on behal f of the whol e Council. Thank you.

( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: My Lord Mayor, | really think we ought to

start now by ny raising a point of order. (Laught er)

It m ght be inappropriate on this occasion, and so | shall say
i nstead, Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, what a great pleasure it
is for us on this side to wel cone you into that chair. e
prom se you in the next nunicipal year our unrefined attention
to Standing Orders, strict obedience, and if you believe that
you are not the politician | think you are!

Unli ke ny coll eague over there who has noved the vote of
t hanks, ny Past Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, | shall not go
into the history of the Liberal Party in the last century, nor
into its future, which would interest even nore. VWhat | can
say, nmy Lord Mayor, is we have not seen a Lord Mayor who so
obvi ously enjoyed the function of that post, and that
communi cation, that enjoynent you clearly denponstrated in
everyt hing you have done, has been conmuni cated and | know as
people round the City have found Lord Mayor after Lord Mayor
mat chi ng t he standard. I think you, sir, and your Lady
Mayor ess have in fact inmbued your passage through the City with
this trenmendous enjoynent, and that is a great thing when you
can comuni cate that - sonething that is not always apparent in
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t he chanmber or even outsi de.

It is a fact that the school you went to, Hawksworth Wod
Primary School, which happens to be served by the three nost
di stingui shed Councillors in Leeds (Laughter) - | won't nention
t he nanes because, unlike the Lord Mayor, | am a hunbl e servant
of the people - but the school was actually delighted that a
former pupil fromthat estate achieved the rank and el egance of
the Lord Mayorship in Leeds, and | know your visit to that
school was greatly wel comed, and | am sure they will wel cone
you back in your |ess than el evated status, but status is a
matter of gowns and so on, and the individual under that is the
thing that counts.

| would say al so about the Retiring Lord Mayor that he has
been a trenmendous | over of the theatre. | don't think any
Lord Mayor in its history has visited so many theatres and see
so many shows so frequently as this current Lord Mayor, and |
think that passion for the arts and the theatre in particular
i's sonething which hopefully will stir the City to renenbering
how i nportant the arts are to the quality of life of everyone
who lives in this Gty.

| really think that nost of us now feel at this stage
brevity is the soul of the requirenent of the nonment, and so it
is with great sincerity | say to you both thank you very nuch
for a nost distinguished year, a year that we have al
appreci ated, and I know you nust | eave with nenories and the
t hought, how did it go so quickly?

| would al so say to Brenda Lancaster, again our
appreci ati on because in choosing her you chose soneone who had
the absol utely unconstrai ned respect of the Council, and she
has in fact conported herself with the dignity and the great
pl easure and humanity we expected. So a very successful year
for the ot of you and we hope you, Lord Mayor, will enulate
hi s di stingui shed predecession for yourself, and we | ook
forward to watching it with great interest, but in the neantine
our very best wi shes to you, Lord Mayor, Lady Mayoress, and
you, Retiring Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress. ( Appl ause)

THE LORD MAYOR: And now | call on our other nodest Menber of
Council to support the vote of thanks to the Retiring Lord
Mayor, Councillor J. Leslie Carter.

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER Thank you, Lord Mayor. Deputy Lord
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Li eutenant, Hi gh Sheriff, M. Recorder, Honorary Al dernen,
Di sti ngui shed CGuests, |adies and gentl enen, and Menbers of

Council, of course, may | start by congratul ati ng you, Lord
Mayor, and | will call you Bill and Pat for the last tine for a
year now. You are great friends of mne and Carol's. You

have been for many years, and we are absolutely delighted to
see you sat there and Pat over there, and we wi sh you all the
best .

Now, tonight it mnmy pleasure to support the vote of thanks
to the Retiring Lord Mayor, and there have been two, actually,
who have gone before ne. | nean, first Bernard - | don't
think Bernard realises about five years ago we abol i shed
St andi ng Orders and we now have a Constitution, but the Lord
Mayor has prom sed ne he will send you a copy, Bernard, so you
can read it later

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: | won't read it. | will rmake up ny own,
i ke you do! (Laught er)
COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER | amalso told that Castl ereagh was
assassi nat ed. | don't know if that's true, actually, but

| have been advised, and | hope that doesn't happen to our
Retiring Lord Mayor

Can | just pay tribute to start with to the Lady Mayoress,
or the fornmer Lady Mayoress, who anongst her many qualities,
and there are nmany as she has nmet |ots of people and been
superb with people, has led the City in fashion in both evening
and day-tinme cl ot hes. Now, sonme of you may unkindly say that
Is not nuch of a conplinment comng froma man who doesn't know
the difference between a Burberry and a donkey jacket. Vel |,
this may be so. However, ny Lord Mayor, it is not nme that is
saying it. It is nmy wife's conplinent, who is sat at the back
there, and that is an expert because ny wife has spent a
lifetime in shops (Laughter) which both I and ny bank manager
can confirm

My Lord Mayor, it is always difficult at the end of the
year when the Retiring Lord Mayor has to return back to the
mere nortals which we all are. However, when you have had the
spl endid year which Chris and Margaret have had, it wll
beconme, | would say, a little easier -- to nake it easier you
wi |l have many fond nenories of this year, and it is those fond
menories you will take away with you and you will renenber for
many, nmany years to cone of the way you have done the job.
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I ndeed, | understand, ny Lord Mayor, that one of your fond
menories wll be at the switching on of the Christmas |ights,
which I amreliably informed you were very well chaperoned by a
group called Grls Al oud. Now, for those |ike Honorary

Al derman Sparling across the chanber and nyself who still have
Abba in our car, nmany of us will obviously not know who they
are, but | amreliably infornmed that they are very mnimalistic
but they have an interesting dress sense, so we shall see and
wai t .

My Lord Mayor, Chris will now have to join, as his Leader
said, the ranks of his own party and, as he does that, he wll
now real i se he has a Menber of Parlianment, Councillor Geg
Mul hol  and MP for North-Wst Leeds anongst his coll eagues.

Geg will be long remenbered in North-West Leeds for his
Svengal i -type influence over the students (Laughter) arrangi ng
for themto successfully vote for him I ndeed, ny Lord Mayor,
in North-Wst Leeds he is now known as the Student Prince.
(Laught er)

One of the very interesting events which has taken place
this year in your year of office, and you will not be aware of
It, Lord Mayor, is this is the first tinme for over 50 years
that the green spotted warbler bird has decided to breed in
Leeds. First time in 50 years. Now, these are extrenely
rare birds who all nest in the sane town or city every year
but, you know, they don't choose the same one every tinme, and
they can go into the hedgerows but they mainly like to go into
t he grass verges (Laughter) Thi s has obviously neant that

this year we have to delay the grass-cutting. (Laught er)
However, | can assure all here today that the grass-cutting
wi Il soon be back to normal now that the green spotted warbl er

birds have left the Gty.

My Lord Mayor, Chris and Margaret may be proud of the way
they have represented this great GCty. They have rai sed noney
for worthy charities, they have supported good causes, such as
the one run by the YEP in support of the City Varieties. They
have been innovative in their approach to the job, and they
have perforned their tasks with great dignity, and I too would
like to include Brenda in this because I know she has as well.

My Lord Mayor, on behalf of the Conservative G oup, we

warm y support this vote of thanks to the Retiring Lord Mayor.
Thank you. ( Appl ause)
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COUNCI LLOR FI NNI GAN: Lord Mayor, can we pass on our
congratul ations to yourself and the shortly to be el ected
Councillor Castle on her forthcom ng el evation as well.

Lord Mayor, it is always a little depressing to see the
runni ng order on such occasions and see that you are running
behi nd Councillor Harris, Bernard Atha and Councillor Leslie
Carter, because it is always very, very difficult to conpete,
so | am not going to bother. (Laughter)

What we would say with great sincerity is the fact that
Counci |l or Townsl ey and Councillor Brenda Lancaster have done
an excel l ent job. Certainly fromour point of view we have
seen themoften in Mrley. Al'l of us have seen them across
the Gty working very, very hard and doi ng an excellent job,
and we would like to fully support this nove of thanks and say
qui te sincerely, you have done an excellent job. Thanks very
much. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR D. BLACKBURN: Lord Mayor, may | share in the

congratul ations and I have got to tell you, | didn't say
nowt about the cal endar! If you believe that, you believe
anyt hi ng.

Chris Townsl ey, | know he has worked very, very hard over
the last 12 nonths, and I know from what he has told nme he has
real ly enjoyed hinself. | understand | ater on this week he is
going to go have a short holiday, and you deserve a good rest
and I am glad you have enjoyed it. And all this business
about Castl ereagh, you are w ong. | nean, did Leeds Rhinos

wi n three trophies when Castl ereagh was around? D d Leeds
Rugby Uni on wi n Powergens Trophy when Castl ereagh was around?
No, they didn't. No, they didn't. No.

Chris is unique, and if you saw hi myesterday hol ding the
trophy up you woul d have thought he had won it actually on his

own! Anyway, well done, have a good rest and we will see you
back here doing sone proper work after. ( Appl ause)
THE LORD MAYOR: | now have the honour to present the Lord
Mayor's badge to the Retiring Lord Mayor, if we have it
her e sonewhere. Here it is. Do it properly, he says.

(The Lord Mayor presented the Past Lord Mayor's badge to the
Retiring Lord Mayor) (Appl ause)
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(The Retiring Lady Mayoress presented the Lady Mayoress with her
insignia of office) (Appl ause)

(The Lady Mayoress presented the Retiring Lady Mayoress with the
Past Lady Mayoress's brooch) (Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR TOMNSLEY: Lord Mayor, Vice Lord Lieutenant, Hi gh

Sheriff, Honoured Guests, Menbers of Council, |adies and
gentlenen, can | also first congratul ate you, Lord Mayor, on
your el ection tonight. It is a great honour to be elected to

the position of Lord Mayor, and if you and the Lady Mayoress

enjoy the role a quarter as nuch as Margaret and | have, then
you are going to be in for a wonderful tine. It is, as the

Beatles put it, "A Magical Mstery Tour".

O course, you cannot undertake this commtnent on your
own. You need the backing of a great nunber of people who |
woul d i ke to thank right now. At the top of my list is ny
wonderful wi fe, partner and confidante, Mrgaret. W t hout her
by ny side | honestly think I could not have done the job.

They say that a job shared is a job halved; well, | can say
that Margaret did nore than a half. She spoke to, shared a
joke with, and generally put herself around by joining anything
t hat she coul d. In fact, Mark, it actually wasn't quite true.

In fact, the busiest week of the year by tradition is
Christmas week, and the flu bug hit ne. I was confined to bed
for several days and during that week there were 22
engagenents. | actually went to 4, Margaret did 22. So thank
you for your brilliant support. W do nmaeke a good team

| nmust not forget nmy daughter, Adeline. She al so stood
in as Lady Mayoress for the occasion on two engagenents. Bot h
of them were top professionals. Remenber, of course, they
were al so representing the Gty. | nmust al so thank nmy son
Eden, num and dad and our two grandchildren, the youngest of
whi ch doesn't recogni se ne. | have not had nuch tinme with her
this last year. The sane thanks also go to the rest of ny
famly and friends, as Margaret and | have had superb support
and encouragenent fromall of them Thank you for being so
under st andi ng.

I would also |ike to thank nmy chapl ain, Canon John Hol nes.
| renmenber actually when | first approached himhe said,
"Well, it's not going to be too many things to do, is it?" I
said, "Well, no, | think it is just the odd occasion." el |,
it wasn't really a lie because | didn't actually realise how
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many tinmes | would be calling upon him but you did a fantastic
j ob, John, thank you.

Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress cannot do the job w thout the
hel p of office staff, and our thanks therefore are extended to
St even McHugh and Audrey, Barbara, Erica and a couple of stand-
ins whilst Erica was on maternity | eave. Their job is very
demandi ng and stressful, and was probably not hel ped by the
whi ms of the Lord Mayor, so thank you once again.

Here in Leeds we are blessed with one of the nost
respected enpl oyees in the Lord Mayor's office, of course
referring to our very own Sergeant-at-Mace John WI son. When
it comes to civic protocol, John is the best. When ot her
civic leaders either visit us or we are at a joint engagenent
and there is any question or inquiry regarding protocol, | can
assure you it is John that the other wardens and chauffeurs
come to for help. He is truly a top professional at his job,
and not a bad tour guide either. You will need him | prom se
you. He i s good. A huge thanks to you, John. You can see
how i nportant this job is because now John has an assistant in
Mark, so thanks to both of you

W would also like to thank the rest of the teamfor
getting us to and from engagenents and | ooking after us whil st
we are there and protecting us, or is it the chains and jewels
they are protecting. Yes. Anyway, thanks to them that is
to John Gall agher and Steve and Stanley and All an.

I would also |like to thank Crown Cui sine and Di ana, N gel,

Anne and the Menbers | ounge team Peopl e often conmment on the
wonder f ul banquets we have, and that nust be the reason for
putting on a little weight. In actual fact, Margaret hasn't
put on an ounce, and she eats nore than | do. That's not fair.

Let ne put the record straight, if we did have a banquet or a
decent cooked neal every day, then that would be fine, but the
truth is sonetines you get nothing at all. Soneti mes you get
a buffet and sonmetinmes you can get the opportunity to eat it,
but nore often the case is that you are introduced to people
and don't get a chance to eat anything. On several occasions
Margaret and | have called in on the way home for a pizza.
Anyway, thanks to Crown Cuisine for keeping us wonderfully fed
and watered, certainly whilst we have been in this building.

We woul d al so now like to thank two people w thout whose
hel p we coul d not have done as nany engagenents, and of course

20



the first two have been nentioned a few tines this evening, our
deputi es Brenda and Ral ph Lancaster. We coul d not have asked
for or chosen better people to help us representing the Cty of
Leeds, going about their job in the nost professional and

di gni fi ed manner, and you couldn't have asked for nore. They
ref used not hi ng. Brenda, Ral ph, we are deeply indebted to you
both and thank you fromthe bottom of our hearts for a job well
done. Cccasionally, it was inportant to have a short break so
when tinme permtted the four of us would actually take stock
and go out for the odd drink and conpare notes, because quite
honestly nobody el se actually understands the job unless you
have done it. So thank you very nuch indeed to both of you.

Two of the nost inportant people | nust thank, because
wi thout their help and understanding by | ooking after the shop
whil st | was away enjoying nyself, the role would have been
I npossi ble to do. | would therefore publicly like to thank ny
ward col | eagues Brian O easby and Andy Barker. Thanks, guys,
| owe you one or two or three.

I was frequently asked what was the best thing we have

done and what was the npbst exciting. Wll, this is a nost
difficult question to answer, but | will try to sumit up this
way. | suggested that every Menber of Council shoul d becone

Lord Mayor because it is only through this that you can
appreci ate the wonderful organisations, groups, societies,
cl ubs, businesses, who exist in this vibrant and exciting Gty

of ours. | always thought | knew the city in which | was born
and raised but | only scratched the surface. There really
wasn't a best. You could only accept it and appreciate it as
a whol e.

It has been, however, marvellous to be Lord Mayor during
the sporting season, which has al ready been nentioned, which
saw bot h of our professional rugby clubs which bear the nanme of
the City lift four trophies between them Leeds Rhinos and
Leeds Tykes, of course, not forgetting Morley - we nust not
forget Morley, and quite rightly so. They won the
Internedi ate Trophy al so at Twi ckenham

There are hundreds of organi sations and thousands of
unsung heroes who volunteer their tinme and expertise daily to
hel p ot hers. They hardly ever get the recognition which they

richly deserve. We visited uni forned organi sations including
the Sea Cadets, Air Cadets, the Arny, Scouts, uides, many
nor e. The young people rarely receive good press and it
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doesn't sell newspapers, but we marvelled in the deeds which
wer e undertaken to obtain the Duke of Edi nburgh's Award Schene,
for exanple. There were many, many after-school activities,
too nunerous to nmention, but all worthy of praise.

Leeds is a vibrant, out-reaching, diverse and rapidly
expanding city. It has been our delight to have been able to
hel p pronote the finest city in the world. By tradition the
office of Lord Mayor is non-political, and quite rightly so,

and that way you are able to represent everybody. Every two
weeks we hold British Citizenship Cerenonies in the Banqueting
Suite, welcom ng up to 40 on each occasi on. As part of ny

speech | do say to themit is not only them val uing the freedom
of speech and defending their right to have their own opinion,
but it is the tolerance of other people's beliefs so that we
can all work and live and play together in harnony. Each
community, whatever their race, creed or colour, adds to the
rich diversity and success of this Cty.

It has been our delight and pleasure to have been given
the opportunity to serve the people of Leeds as the Cty's

first citizens. It is sonething we will always treasure and
t hank you for having the trust in us and for supporting us.
Thank you very nmuch i ndeed, |adies sand gentlenen. ( Appl ause)

| TEM 3 - DEPUTY LORD NMAYOR

THE LORD MAYOR: It is ny very great pleasure to nove that
Counci |l l or Ann Castl e be appointed Deputy Lord Mayor of
the City of Leeds, to hold office until the date of the Annua
Meeting of the Council in 2005, and | call on Councillor
Ham | ton to second. 2006, | am sorry.

COUNCI LLOR M HAM LTON: Thank you, Lord Mayor, | amdelighted to
second that notion and, Lord Mayor, when you indicated that the
nore risky assignnments mght be carried out by Councillor
Castle, | can say the crane is already outside for the first
bungee-j unp, so good | uck. Very best w shes.

(The notion was carried unani nously)

(Councillor Ann Castle made the Decl aration of Acceptance of
Ofice) (Appl ause)

| TEM 4 - ANNOUNCEMENTS
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THE LORD MAYOR: ltem 4 i s Announcenents. | have no
announcenents noti fi ed. Chi ef Executive?

THE CH EF EXECUTIVE (M. P. Rogerson): There are no
announcenents, Lord Mayor.

| TEM 5 - M NUTES

THE LORD MAYOR: Item 5, the mnutes of the Council Meeting
hel d on 13th April 2005.

COUNCI LLOR M HAM LTON: Lord Mayor, could | nove that those
m nut es be approved.

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: Second, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carried)

| TEM 6 - ELECTI ON OF LEADER

COUNCI LLOR M HAM LTON: Lord Mayor, could I nove in the terns
t he noti ce.

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: | second, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carri ed)

| TEM 7 - CONSTI TUTI ONAL ARRANGEMENTS

COUNCI LLOR M HAM LTON: Lord Mayor, could | nove in the terns
t he noti ce.

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: Second, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carried)

| TEM (a) - ESTABLI SHVENT COF COWM TTEES
AND APPROPRI ATE TERMS OF REFERENCE

COUNCI LLOR M HAM LTON: Lord Mayor, | nove in the ternms of the
noti ce.

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: | second, Lord Mayor

(The notion was carried)
| TEM 8(b) (i) and (ii) and (c)
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APPO NTMENTS TO COW TTEES AND QUTSI DE BODI ES

COUNCI LLOR M HAM LTON: Lord Mayor, | nove in the ternms of the
noti ce.

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: Second, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carri ed)

| TEM 9(a) - EXECUTI VE ARRANGEMENTS

COUNCI LLOR M HAM LTON: Lord Mayor, | nove in the ternms of the
noti ce.

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: Yes, second, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carried)

| TEM 9(b) - LEAD MEMBERS

COUNCI LLOR M HAM LTON: Lord Mayor, | amdelighted to nove in
the terms of the notice.

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: Sanme again, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carri ed)

| TEM 10 - PROPCSED CALENDAR OF MEETI NGS

COUNCI LLOR M HAM LTON: Lord Mayor, | nove in the ternms of the
noti ce.

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: And | second, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carried)

| TEM 11 - MEMBERS' ALLOMNCES SCHEME

COUNCI LLOR M HAM LTON: Lord Mayor, for the final tine, | nove
in the ternms of the notice.

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: And | second, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carri ed)

THE LORD MAYOR: That concludes the formal part of the
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proceedi ngs for this evening. | hope that everybody w |

be joining us for a neal down at the Town Hall, and | | ook
forward to seeing you there in about half an hour. There is
no need to dash, we are well ahead of schedul e, thanks to your
very kind co-operation in the conduct of this neeting. It

m ght well nean that the Lord Mayor's all owance has to pay for
a few extra drinks, but so what. Il will see you down at the
Town Hall in half an hour or so. Thank you very nuch.

( Appl ause)

(Council rose at 7.20 p.m)
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