VERBATI M REPORT COF PROCEEDI NGS OF LEEDS CI TY COUNCI L
MVEETI NG HELD ON VEDNESDAY, 22ND JUNE 2005

THE LORD MAYOR (Councillor W S. Hyde): Good afternoon, Menber s
of Council.

VEMBERS OF COUNCI L: Good afternoon, Lord Mayor.

THE LORD MAYOR: And nenbers of the public who are joining us,

wel come to you, too.

Can | just nmake what | amsure is a totally unnecessary
comment, which is | was asked just before |I came in to announce

that it will be in order for both | adies and gentlenen to
renove jackets if they so w sh. Looki ng round, | think it
m ght not have been necessary! But please do, if that makes

you nore confortable.

Can | also please rem nd everybody about the standing
i nstruction on nobile tel ephones and other el ectrical equipnent
in the Council Chanber. WIIl you please ensure that any such
equi pnent is switched off.

Can | also, before getting into the agenda, rem nd al
Menbers of Council about just two of many procedural rules.
They are to do with personal explanations and Lord Mayor's
ruling is final. | say this not for new Menbers, perhaps, but
for ultra-experienced Menbers' benefit, in that |I know they
will try and get round these particular procedure rules given
hal f a chance, and ---

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: Name t hem Go on.

THE LORD MAYOR: You make the point perfectly, Bernard.

want to be absolutely clear, they ain't going to get away
with it. 14.16, "Personal expl anation. A Menber may make a
personal explanation at any tine. A personal explanation may
only relate to sonme naterial part of an earlier speech by that
Menber which nay appear to have been m sunderstood in the

present debate" - and that is the inportant bit - "in the
present debate. The ruling of the Lord Mayor on the

adm ssibility of a personal explanation will be final"
Councillor Carter. And the other one, which is the catch-all

of course, and everybody knows this one, 14.17, "The ruling of
the Lord Mayor on a point of order or on the admssibility of a
per sonal explanation shall not be open to discussion.” Thank



you very nuch for that.
Can we nove on to the mnutes, and | call on Councill or

Proctor to nove the m nutes of the neetings held on 20th and
23rd May.

ITEM1 - MNUTES OF MEETI NGS HELD ON 20TH AND 23RD NMAY 2005

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: | nove the m nutes be received, ny Lord
Mayor .
COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: | second, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carri ed)

THE LORD MAYOR: Did you notice | said, "Anyone agai nst?"
Yes. No- one i s agai nst. That is wonderful. They are
carri ed unani nously. Can we hope that that spirit continues
through the rest of the afternoon.

| TEM 2 - DECLARATI ONS OF | NTEREST

THE LORD MAYOR: Item 2, Declarations of Interest. To
announce that the list of witten declarations submtted
by Menbers is on display in the ante-room on deposit in public
gal l eries and has been circulated to each Menber's place in the

chanber . Also to invite any further individual declarations
or corrections to those notified on the list. Yes?
COUNCI LLOR GABRI EL: | would |ike to declare a pecuniary

interest as | work for the Mental Health Trust.
Prejudicial. And | would also Iike to declare an interest in
the Morley White Paper as ny son was in the teamthat played at
Twi ckenham so obviously | have a personal interest.

( Appl ause)

THE LORD MAYCR Thank you very nuch. We note that and we
hope you will be able to stay for nost of the Counci
Meeting at | east.

COUNCI LLOR SM TH: Lord Mayor, | declare an interest in Item 16
as a non-executive director of the South Leeds Primary
Care Trust, and that is a personal interest.



THE LORD MAYOR: Personal interest, thank you.

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: As | understand the ruling, if you are on
the PCT there is a prejudicial interest on the Wite Paper on
the Mental Health Trust. Can | just get that clarified and
declare an interest at the sane tine. Thank you.

THE DI RECTOR OF LEGAL & DEMOCRATI C SERVI CES (Ms. N. Jackson): I
do not issue rulings, | give advice. Menbers need to declare
a prejudicial interest if they are a non-exec nenber of the
Mental Health Trust, | would advise, only if they have been
i nvolved in some of the decision-naking in relation to the ---

Sorry, I will start again. Menbers only have to declare a
prejudicial interest as a non-exec nenber of a PCT if in any of
their dealings with the PCT they have been invol ved in any
decisions relating to the Mental Health Trust. My
understanding is that they are two separate things, the Mental
Heal th Trust and the PCTs. The PCTs fund the Mental Health

Trust.
THE LORD MAYOR: I's that clear?
THE DI RECTOR OF LEGAL & DEMOCRATI C SERVI CES: No! It wasn't
clear at all. At the end of the day, it is a matter for
COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: It is safer to declare a prejudicial
i nterest.
THE LORD MAYOR: | think it would appear to be safer,
Counci | I or Wakefi el d. Thank you for that. I f anybody

is in any doubt about it, it is probably safer to declare a
prejudicial interest.

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: Deputations 2 and 3 in the order paper ---

THE LORD MAYOR: Can | conme to that in a mnute because we have
advi ce on that separately. So, having dealt with that, I

hope that everybody is confident that they have read the |i st

and they agree the contents in so far as they relate to their

own interests. That is what it says you have agreed to here.
Sorry, yes.
COUNCI LLOR O3 LVI E: | wanted to declare a prejudicial interest

in the itemwe were just tal king about, Item 16.



THE LORD MAYOR: Ri ght. Not ed, thank you. So is everybody
now happy with the list as it stands and as anended
verbally just now? Pl ease show? Al'l those in favour?
Ri ght, thank you very nuch.

Can we nobve on then to what we are here to do? Fi rst of
al |, Commruni cati ons.

| TEM 3 - COMMUNI CATI ONS

THE CH EF EXECUTIVE (M. P. Rogerson): Lord Mayor, yesterday as
the Council's Proper Oficer, | received from Councillor Geg
Mul hol I and notice of his resignation and, at the sane tine, |
received notice fromtwo electors within the Councillor's area

of the wish to see that vacancy fill ed. Accordi ngly, a bye-
el ection will be called for 28th July and notice of the pol
wi Il be given no |ater than tonorrow.

| TEM 4 - DEPUTATI ONS

THE LORD MAYOR: Before notifying the three deputations that we
have, as Councillor Guen indicated a m nute or two ago,
we are calling on the Chief Executive to give clear guidance on
the position of Menbers in relation to the second and third of
t hose deputati ons.

THE CHI EF EXECUTI VE: | think the best | can say there, Lord
Mayor, is that on the | ast occasion that deputations were
made to Council in relation to possible school closure

proposal s, nenbers of the School O ganisation Commttee did see
fit to |leave the chanber whil st those making those deputations

spoke to Council in order to avoid the appearance of possibly
havi ng pre-judged matters when these matters cane on, if indeed
t hey came onto the School Organisation Conmittees. That was
the view that nmenbers of the School Organisation Committee took
on that occasion. They may wish to reflect upon that today as
wel | .

To go on with the business, there are three deputations
today, the first by the Schol es Residents regarding | ocal bus
servi ces. The second and third, as you have indicated, do
relate to proposals relating to school closures, first the
Canpai gn Comm ttee against the Closure of Fir Tree Primary
School, and lastly Parents and Governors Agai nst the Proposed
Closure of Mles H Il Primary School .



THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Procter, are we going to receive
t he deputations?

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: Lord Mayor, | nove that the deputations be
recei ved.

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: Yes, | second, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carried)

(The first deputation entered the Chanber)

THE LORD MAYOR: Good aft er noon. You have, in accordance with

the Procedure Rules of the Council, a period of not nore
than 5 mnutes in which to address the Council. Wul d you
pl ease start by giving the nanes of the deputation and of the
spokesper son. Thank you.

MR, HALL: Thank you, Lord Mayor. The deputation are | ocal
Schol es residents and it is in connection with inadequate
| ocal bus services to Schol es. My nane is Ceorge Hall.

My nanme is George Hall. My col |l eagues and | are
residents of Scholes, which is within the parish of Barw ck-in-
El met and Schol es. It is also part of the Harewood \ard.

Si x nonths ago our only public transport service was
reduced by 50% We currently only have one bus each hour.
The service was inposed w thout any prior consultation, which
is contrary to Local Governnent Consultation Guidance and the
Bus Partnershi p Forum Code of Conduct. It has caused great
consternation in our village, as a result of which the Parish
Counci| and Harewood Ward Councillors becane invol ved. e
thank all our Ward Menbers, and especially the Deputy Mayor,
Councillor Ann Castle, for the support which we have been
gi ven.

More than 200 people attended the public neeting held in
our village during March. Metro and the bus operator heard
Schol es residents vigorously express how the | ess frequent
servi ce inconveni enced and di sadvant aged t hem Witten notice
qguestions remai n unanswer ed. Two neetings have since been
held with Council Menbers, Metro and the bus operator which a
l'imted nunber of residents have al so attended.

The nost recent proposals given by the bus operator which
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woul d restore the half hour service are not as conprehensive as
first thought. W therefore remain deeply di sappoi nted that
our concerns on the key issues have not been wholly net.

Firstly, the frequency of the bus service between Schol es
and Crossgates will still only be one each hour, and this wll
apply to the service between Schol es and the Seacroft G vic
Centre

Secondly, no bus service link is to be provided between
Schol es and our sister village, Barw ck.

And finally, the reliability of the present service has
been | ess than accept abl e.

It is our viewthat the Quality Bus Partnership systemis
not operating in the interest of passengers. At best it is
failing, at worst it is being abused, and we respectfully
request Menbers to consider the follow ng:

At our public neeting the operator stated that the reason
for the service alteration was due to a shortage of drivers.
This is not sustainabl e because of the mandatory conditions
whi ch apply prior to an operator's |icence being granted.

The present system al so appears to allow the operator to
cherry-pick routes and dictate the frequency for commercia
gain, placing profitability before accountability, and this was
confirmed by the operator at our first public neeting.

Service failure, reliability and punctuality issues
conti nue. These need to be raised with the Traffic
Comm ssi oners' Conpliance Section.

Not only has the operator failed to honour the Code of
Conduct, they have also failed to foll ow the reconmendati ons of
ot her bus Partnership Forumreports, specifically | quote,
"Harnessing the Potential" and "Understandi ng Custoner Needs".

Nat i onal Pl anning Policy Guidance, PPGL3, consistent with
Regi onal Spatial Strategy, which incorporates the Regi ona
Transport Strategy, together with our own Local Transport Pl an,
all seek to encourage the use of public transport and
di scourage the use of the private car, and yet traffic counts
show that 4,000 vehicles enter and | eave Scholes daily; a
further 6,000 do the sanme from Barw ck.



So the question arises, what should be done? W woul d
suggest that the answer is to provide a frequent, reliable bus
servi ce.

A requirenment of the Transport Act 2000 is to justify to
the Secretary of State that there is good reason to introduce
Bus Quality Contracts. W believe that PPGL3, Regi onal
Spatial Strategy and the Local Transport Plan policies offer
unequi vocal reasons for justification to the Secretary of
State.

We respectfully request that this authority and Metro cal
on the Secretary of State to sanction the inplenentation of Bus
Quality Contracts, also to ensue that Consultation Gui dance and
Codes of Conduct procedures are followed in future.

Counci | Menbers, we thank you for your tinme and ask you to
exerci se your duty of care to us, give us your support and
pl ease refer this issue on to the Executive Board for due
consi derati on. W t hank you. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: | nove, Lord Mayor, that the deputation be
referred to the Executive Board of Council

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: | second, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carri ed)

THE LORD MAYOR: Thank you, M. Hall, and for your deputation
attendi ng today and just to confirm as you have heard,
that the Council has unani nously agreed that your conments will
be referred to the Executive Board for consideration. You
will be contacted in due course as a result of that. Thank
you for com ng.

MR, HALL: Thank you.

(The first deputation left the Chanber and the second entered)

THE LORD MAYOR: Good aft er noon.
MB. CLAY: Good aft er noon.

THE LORD MAYOR: In accordance with Procedure Rules of Council,
you have a period of not nmore than 5 minutes in which to



address the Council . Wul d you pl ease start by giving the
nanes of the deputation and the spokesperson.

CLAY: | am Linda O ay, headteacher of Fir Tree Community
Primary School and | amthe spokesperson this afternoon.
To ny right here is Pat Stead, Chair of Governors at Fir Tree.
To ny left, Parent Governor at Fir Tree, and here Sonu, who
isin Year 3 at Fir Tree.

Thank you, Lord Mayor, and Menbers of the Council. What
follows is not a standard "Save our School" petition. Rat her
it is, "Save our community and secure our future".

Recently, Fir Tree -- there was a proposal by Education
Leeds regardi ng closure, and Education Leeds has been asked to
| ook at the proposal again and consider faith and ethnicity.
W were really excited about that because we feel that therein
lies one of our major strengths.

We fully acknow edge that in the Alwoodl ey area there is
an issue of falling rolls and that sonething has to be done
about it. Next year there will be 180 places for reception
children, 60 places will be in state provision and 120 pl aces,
if Fir Tree was to cl ose, would be Anglican, Catholic and
Jew sh provi sion. Now t hat neans, we believe, that that is
not real choice for our parents.

The existing 128 pupils at Fir Tree Primary, if our schoo
was to close, would be rehoused either in over-subscribed state
provi sion in portakabins or the parents would be invited to
choose faith provision in the Catholic, Anglican and Jew sh
school s. We don't think that that choice is good enough for
our famlies and, anyway, why should they nake that choice?

Fir Tree Community Primary had a very good O sted
i nspection in January of |ast year, and our governors have
worked really hard in ternms of our comunity provision. In
front of you we have taken the liberty of leaving two |eaflets,
one small white one saying sone of the community services we
of fer, and anot her col our one saying some of the services that
we hope to offer in the future, housing a children's centre.

| recently went to | ook at a school in a neighbouring

authority. I went at 7 o'clock in the evening and saw t he
shutters down all the wi ndows and the shutters down over the
door . I was horrified. I f anyone was to cone and see our
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school at 7 o'clock in the evening or at weekends they woul d
see a thriving community school .

W know that there is to be a children's centre housed in
the Al woodl ey area to serve the Lingfield and Cranner Bank
estates and we want to have it at Fir Tree. W al ready have
I ntegrated services on site. W have Education Welfare, we
have the Ethnic Mnorities Achi evenent Team and we are soon to
be devel oping as a Pupil Devel opnent Satellite, so we are
al ready on the way with that Governnment agenda, and we woul d
like to be seriously considered to continue that Governnent
agenda into and through the next 10 years.

In terns of investnent, there has been three-quarters of a
mllion pounds spent on Fir Tree over the last two years in ny
ti me as headt eacher. We have got a brand new foundation
stage, which is superb. It opened in Novenber 2003. W have
got a fantastic oracy provision to provide for children who are
new to English. That opened in February of this year at a
cost of £120, 000. It is the only provision of its kind in
Leeds and has been acknow edged as a really innovative project.

We are recently really excited because we are to get the
Pupi | Devel opnent Centre in autumn of this year, 2005, and we
really want to press on with that agenda.

Bringing me to a conclusion now, | would like to introduce
Sonu. We don't have any druns here today but we do have Sonu
I nst ead. Sonu is a pupil at our school, and we have many
others like him W have children from 13 different countries
across the world. Sonu |ives opposite our school. He has
two brothers who attend. He is from Af ghani stan and was on
the road 2 years from Af ghani st an. He has now got successf ul
ref ugee st at us. | believe our school is very special and
offers a special service to his famly. W are able to give
the bi-1lingual support from our Education Wl fare Services.
W are able to teach Sonu how to speak Engli sh. He is to have
a new baby in the famly soon. Vell, we want the children's
centre at our school so that we can provide for that famly
right fromthe birth of the new baby and right throughout their
lives within the comunity.

So, in conclusion, | would |ike to say, please don't send
Sonu to a portakabin or to other provision, faith provision.
Hs famly are Sikh. They want to be with us at Fir Tree.

We ask you, what is the real cost to the conmunity if we get



this wong? And we believe that it is a huge cost to famlies
i ke Sonu's.

THE LORD MAYOR: Can you concl ude, please?

MB. CLAY: So pl ease | ook at our vision, please do cone and
visit us at Fir Tree, and thank you very nuch.
( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: Lord Mayor, | nove that the matter be
referred to the Executive Board for consideration.

COUNCI LLOR HANLEY: | second, Lord Mayor.
THE LORD MAYOR Can |, on behalf of the Council, thank the
menbers of the deputation. | amsorry, we have got to
take a vote first and I will thank you in a second.

(The notion was carried)

THE LORD MAYOR: Back where | was, thank you for com ng. You
wi Il now have appreciated that, follow ng that vote, the

matter will be referred to the Executive Board for
consi deration and you will be contacted when the decision of
t he Executive Board is known. So thank you once again for

com ng this afternoon.
M5. CLAY: Thank you very nuch. Thank you.

(The second deputation left the chanber and the third entered)

THE LORD MAYOR: Good afternoon. I n accordance with Procedure
Rul es of the Council, you have a period of not nore than 5
m nutes in which to address the Council. Wul d you pl ease

start by giving the names of the deputation and the
spokesper son.

THE REV. HUGHES: Reverend Angel a Hughes, spokesperson.
Geof frey Wong and Clarice Craig, children, and Louise
Robi nson and Lynne Peacock, parents.
THE LORD MAYCR Thank you. Pl ease conti nue.

THE REV. HUGHES: Thank you. Lord Mayor and Menbers of

Council, 1 have been asked to speak on behal f of the
children, parents, staff and governors of Mles H Il Primary
School against the proposed closure of Mles H Il Primary and

10



its rebuild on the Potternewton site. | ama Community
Governor and M nister of the |ocal church, working in the MIles

H |1 /Beckhill comunities for just over 4 years.
Mles H Il Primary and Potternewton Primary serve
differing needs in two very diverse conmunities. Educati on

Leeds do not appear to have consul ted outside agencies, in
particular the police, regarding the likely outcone of such a
mer ger . Experience tells us that rather than social cohesion
we wi |l have social chaos.

Mles H Il is fully sustainable as a one formentry schoo
with both current and predicted nunbers. Resiting on the
Potternewton site would take away parental choice, as the other
| ocal schools are already full. This woul d nean that the
| east nobile parents currently served by the two schools woul d
be penal i sed because they cannot afford transport.

There is a long established inclusive link with Penny
Field, North-Wst SILC, when |arge suns have been spent in
order to accommodate the Penny Field children. This work has
begun to flourish. What woul d be the inpact of such a nove on
such children, their parents and staff?

The children at Mles H Il have deep roots in the school,
as many of their parents attended, and every class is full of
cousins, half siblings, aunts and uncl es. This school is a
famly which provides nmuch needed stability in a community
where stability is a scarce commodity. Over the past years it
has been a great encouragenent to those who work in and with
those famlies to see confidence grow and potential realised.

Such devel opnent does not happen in a conmunity overnight.
It takes tinme, patience and persistence.

Mles H Il was told in the last reviewthat it would be
four years before we were reviewed again, and instead it has
happened within two years, further underm ning a community
whi ch has been | et down so often.

Over the past two/three years on the Beckhill/Mles Hil
estates there has grown a new wi | lingness anong the | oca
agencies to work together. There are now i nter-agency
meetings and forums across wards. W are working together to
ensure that we discover gaps in provision, assist each other in
nmeeti ng need and conpl enent rather than duplicate services -
Area Managenent, Councillors, Police, Youth Service, Housing,
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Health Visitors, Schools, Church and voluntary groups al

wor ki ng t oget her. Leeds North- East Honmes has invested a great
deal of noney in this area. Trust has built up so that next
nonth residents are planning their own Fun Day. Don't under -

estimate that achi evenent.

Wiy i s Education Leeds not a part of this? W understand
financial shortfall but this cannot be just a paper exercise.
W are not dealing with statistics but with people, many of
whom are incredi bly vul nerabl e.

How does the school fit into this?

Al ready we have: the Nurture Group; the Sure Start
Bungal ow, newly refurbished; the nulti-use sport court,
al ready used by the community; the Zoneparc schene; well-
est abl i shed and successful wap around care; a thriving
Breakfast C ub; educational courses for parents, leading to
Furt her Education and enploynent; Flagship Leeds Heal t hy
School .

We ask Education Leeds to consider, to think creatively
about ways that this school can be further used to foster the
cohesion we all seek, not destroy it; to consult with |oca
agencies so that these facilities can be used across service
providers, not to work in isolation; to |ook again at the
catchnment areas and consequent statistics in light of the
actual conmunities invol ved.

| ask Councillors to visit the school and to see for

thensel ves facilities, children and staff. This school is at
the heart of this comunity and it already does nuch. There
I's potential for so nmuch nore. Thank you very nuch.

( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: Lord Mayor, | nove that the matter be
referred to the Executive Board for consideration.

COUNCI LLOR HANLEY: | second, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carried)

THE LORD MAYOR: It has been proposed, seconded and unani nously
agreed that the nmatter which you raise is to be considered

by the Executive Board of the Council. You will be notified
in due course of the results of that. Thank you very nuch for
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com ng along this afternoon.
THE REV. HUGHES: Thank you.

(The deputation |left the chanber)

| TEM 5(a) - REPORTS

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: Lord Mayor, | nove in ternms of the notice.
COUNCI LLOR M HAM LTON: Lord Mayor, | second.

COUNCI LLOR BEEVERS: Lord Mayor, | am conmmenting on this mnute
to say that the Scrutiny Board works hard throughout the

year, |ooking closely at all issues that were brought forward
before it. Al'l Menbers fromall political groups have nade a
val uabl e contri buti on. | would Iike to offer nmy persona

thanks to all the Officers and wi tnesses who contributed to the
Board's wor k.

We woul d also like to recognise the comm tnent of
Councillor Barry Anderson on the Board and to acknow edge his
hard work and the | eadership he has given over the past year.
Thank you, Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

THE LORD MAYOR: Thank you for the brevity of that speech.

COUNCI LLOR ANDERSON: Thank you very much, Gary. | think this
is the first time | have ever stood up in Council and not
been criticised, so on that note, while | am ahead, | wl|
qui t. Thank you very nmuch. ( Appl ause)

THE LORD MAYCR Thank you very nuch indeed for the brevity of
your speech. | hope we are setting a new standard here.
COUNCI LLOR LEADLEY: My Lord Mayor, | wish to comment on the
annual report of Scrutiny Board (Nei ghbourhoods &
Housi ng), which is to be found on pages 41 onwards in the
m nut e book, to thank the Board for its report on gypsy and
traveller sites.

Anyone who has read the full report wll agree that it is
har d- hi tti ng. It criticises those travellers who cause
unnecessary distress and nui sance to others, and it underlines
the need to take action to provide nore authorised sites.

In Morley, as in other places, we continue to have visits

13



by gypsies and travellers. Qur latest group left Magpi e Lane,
just outside the town centre, |last Sunday, and it nust be said
that they left behind very little rubbish. In fact, because
they had a few horses, they hel ped with the grass-cutting.

Li ke the rabbits at White Rose, they seemto do a far better
job than the Council's contractors, (lnterruptions) though
admttedly on a smaller scale. Nonet hel ess, the arrival of
this latest group did cause alarmfollowi ng earlier visits by
far nore anti-social travellers.

It is to be hoped that Executive Board will take the

report to heart and do sonething about it. It rmust not be
pi geon- hol ed or allowed to gather dust. Gypsi es and
travellers will not go away or, if they do, they will only go
somewhere el se to conme back anot her day. Gypsi es are our

| ongest lasting ethnic mnority in England; they keep

t hensel ves apart and refuse to live in houses after nearly 500
years in the country, so it is unlikely that they will give up
NOWw. Thank you, ny Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR PRYKE: Anot her brief response. Thank you,
Counci |l or Leadley, for that.

W were very pleased to pass on our recomendations to the
Exec Board and to the departnents fromthe Gypsies and
Travellers Report, and |I thank all the other Board Menbers for
their assistance in the preparation of that report. I, too,
hope that the Exec Board and the Departnents, and | know t hat
City Services Departnent for one has given us a positive
response to our reconmendations in their field already, wll
work to help gypsies and travellers find better facilities in
Leeds. Thank you.

COUNCI LLOR M NKI N: Well, | shall look forward to working with
col | eagues in the com ng year on Overview and Scruti ny.
| shall note that on the m nutes of our first neeting of 6th
June it was indeed noted that we needed to provide nore and
better information regarding the nonitoring and inplenentation
of Scrutiny Board recomendations in terns of outcones.

If | could just very briefly say to people that we have
al so been | ooking at how can we make sure that we inprove the
publicity on corporate governance decisions, so it has recently
been agreed, and you will start getting the e-mails soon, that
- what do they call it? Not maj or decisions - key deci sions,
t hank you, Peter, that key decisions to be taken by Oficers
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will be circulated to all Menbers of Council and put on the web
in future.

| found just a week or so ago that it was only ne and
whi chever relevant Scrutiny Chair it happened to be, and that
Scrutiny Board Chair was decided by Oficers, were the only two
people in the whole of the Gty of Leeds to know which key
deci sions were about to be taken by Oficers, so it has now

been agreed, | amglad to say, that the form has been changed,
thanks to lan Walton, and everybody will now know, will be

gi ven notice of those key decisions to be taken. You wil |l

al so, of course also get the notice for the call-in of
deci si ons and which has al ready been agreed will be reviewed in
six nmonths timne. Thank you, Lord Mayor.

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: Lord Mayor, on behalf of the Exec Board
Menbers within the adm nistration, can | thank all those
who played an active part within Scrutiny |last year, and | am
sure - or at least | hope anyway - that Menbers will play a
constructive role in assisting the Executive Board in their
work this year as well. Thank you, Lord Mayor

(The Scrutiny Boards' Annual Report to Council prepared in
accordance with Article 6 of the Constitution was received)

THE LORD MAYOR: We are being renmarkably unanimus this
af t ernoon. | fear it mght not |ast.

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: Don't count your chickens.

| TEM 5(b) - REPORTS

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: | nove in terns of the notice, Lord Mayor
COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: | second, Lord Mayor

(The Report of the Director of Legal & Denocratic Services on
appoi nt nrents was appr oved)

| TEM 6 - QUESTI ONS

COUNCI LLOR SELBY: Lord Mayor, will the Executive Menber
responsi bl e advi se Council of the work carried out, the
resources budgeted and the nunber of staff enployed to
i npl enment the right of way cl osures approved by the Governnent
prior to June 2004 under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act
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2000.

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER My Lord Mayor, | was very surprised at
this question because | thought the Menber woul d know t he

answer . I nmentioned this to a col |l eague of m ne who said,
"Well, if heis a solicitor he will know the answer but he wl|
still ask the question".

Lord Mayor, prior to June 2004 you will renenber was your
adm nistration and | woul d have thought you woul d have known
t he answer which you had no work carried out, you had no
resources budget for and the staff was partial staff which you
started but it continued. Thank you, ny Lord Mayor.

COUNCI LLOR SELBY: By way of supplenentary, could the Executive
Menber tell us how nmuch is in the budget for this year

how many people are currently enpl oyed, and does he recal
endorsi ng a docunent marked, "Safer Leeds" because on page 5
there is a picture which | ooks very nmuch Iike him and how does
he reconcil e whether the non-activity that appears to be taking
pl ace wth page 31 of that document which refers to acquisitive
crinme on the comments, "to reduce the opportunities by such

things as alley-gating". Coul d he explain the situation, and
how woul d he explain the situation to the Audit Commi ssion as
wel | ?

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER Wonder ful comment, ny Lord Mayor, but
I will try and answer the comment.

My Lord Mayor, just going back to what is going on at the

present tinme, and | think it is inportant that we say what is.

(?)CROWV- and that is what this is referring to - has turned
out to be sonething of a bit of a nightmare in the costs that
this can actually incur as far as Councils are concerned.
This is one of the reasons it went to the Scrutiny Board for
the Scrutiny Board to look at it. It has even been said that
if some of these are challenged to a public inquiry the closure
of one road could cost -- the cost could easily exceed
hundr eds of thousands of pounds. Now, no-one in this Counci
woul d say that is a proposition that we should be junping on
board to until we know a | ot nore about it.

Could I also say that the partnership, which is the one
that he is referring to in that book there, are not prepared to
put any noney into this because they do not feel it is well
spent at the present tine, so any noney that was spent into
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this woul d have to cone out of mainstreamfunding as far as the
Counci |l is concerned.

Now, it is not a question of this Council not putting
noney into these areas. Let us not forget, £1.1 mllion was
put into the budget |ast year for public safety services, sone
of that for new PCSGs and some to cover the cuts of Her
Mpj esty' s Gover nnment.

My Lord Mayor, all | can say to you at the present tine is
that until the report cones back, and | have asked the new
Scrutiny Board Chairnman, because it is now going to switch
Scrutiny Board, if he could ensure it cones back to Executi ve.

When it does cone back to Executive we will see how nuch we
can progress this particular matter.

Il would finally add one point. At the present tine we
are enploying a further -- a nenber of staff to deal with
al l ey-gating, which is different to CRON alley-gating and that
person in the past has done some work in this particular area
and we woul d expect themto do so again. Thank you, ny Lord
Mayor .

COUNCI LLOR CAMPBELL.: Lord Mayor, woul d the Leader of Counci
care to comment on the grass-cutting contract?

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: Lord Mayor, | renenber as a child, which
was only |last week, that I was always very fond of
children's parties and | used to | ove Pass the Parcel and
Musical Chairs but I never seenmed to win, sol ama little
alarmed at the ease with which | appear to have sat down in the
chair today and the parcels stopped with mne. However, at
| ast, good fortune.

I did want to nmake a statenent prior to the m nutes of
Council on the question of grass-cutting, but N cole advised ne
that that was setting a difficult precedent and so the way in
whi ch we have got it into proceedings is by Councillor Canpbel
asking nme a questi on.

It is not ny intention now to confuse an explanation wth
what may be consi dered excuses. My purpose at this part of
the neeting, separate fromthe debate that we will have later
which | amvery grateful to Labour for providing us with the
opportunity to debate the issue, the purpose of ny speaki ng now
is to say what | always said would be the case when we took
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over. Il will not insult people either in this chanber or the
public by pretending that all has been well. It has not. I
have already witten to the papers and ny |letter has been
publ i shed in which | have apol ogised to the people of Leeds for
the fact that this contract has not proceeded in the way in
which it should have, and I do not intend to change ny conments
in that respect.

Finally, I would like to say as well that as an
adm ni stration of our own volition we have taken the
extraordinary step, | would suggest, of Councillor Steve Smth
hinsel f referring the whole matter to Scrutiny for this to be
| ooked into. This has not been forced upon us by the

OQpposi tion or anybody el se, for we clearly recognise that there
are issues here and | essons which have to be | earned and that

it is inportant for Scrutiny independently and coherently to

| ook at exactly what has happened with the current grass-

cutting contract. So with that, Lord Mayor, | think | wll
sit down. | appear to have conpletely silenced the
Qpposi tion.

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: You haven't said anything, that's why. W
are waiting.

THE LORD MAYOR: Any suppl ementary, Councillor Canpbell?
COUNCI LLOR ATHA: No suppl ementary, Lord Mayor?

COUNCI LLOR ANDERSON: WI1l the Exec Board Menber for Devel opnent
tell me how much the Chancellor's new stealth tax on Stanp Duty
affecting land sales is likely to cost the local authority over
t he next 12 nont hs?

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: Thank you, Councillor Anderson, for
aski ng that question, because --- (Laught er) I

appreci ate the laughter comng fromthe people opposite but, of
course, the Chancellor indicated in his |ast budget how very
clever he is at raising tax w thout anybody noticing, and
certainly nobody on that side ever raised the issue of this
particul ar tax. But what has happened is that because the
Chancellor - and | amgoing to tell you in a mnute precisely
the details of this tax, which | don't think you will be too
happy about at all - but basically it is going to cost, in the
course of this Capital Progranme rather than 12 nont hs,
sonmething in excess of £2 mllion.
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That is a tax on the disadvantaged, and I wll tell you
why it is a tax on the di sadvant aged: Because prior to 2005
there was no Stanp Duty payable on | and transactions in
di sadvant aged areas, and on comercial land sales in

di sadvant aged ar eas. There was a rebated systemor a reduced
system of Stanp Duty on housing | and sal es in di sadvant aged
ar eas. It is quite specific. These tax concessions were for

commerci al and housing | and sal es in di sadvant aged areas.

The Chancel | or of the Exchequer, and | aminterested to
see the Wite Paper Motion a little |ater which we shall all be
supporting where the Chancellor is doing his best, and quite
rightly, to offset sone of the debt in sone very di sadvant aged
countries, while the sane man seeks to introduce a very nean
tax on the disadvantaged residents of cities |Iike Leeds,
because this tax is a tax on future regeneration in inner city

ar eas. That is what it is, spelt out very plainly. The
Chancel | or has effectively reduced our ability to close the gap
by £2 mllion. It was a quite deplorable and nean-spirited

t ax. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR ANDERSON: Does the Leader of Council agree that
this is yet another exanple ---

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: He is not the Leader of Council.

COUNCI LLOR ANDERSON: Ch, sorry. Well, | think he is. Wel |,
he is the joint Leader of Council. Sorry. Sorry. My
apol ogi es, Mark. My apol ogi es. (I nterruptions)
THE LORD MAYOR: O der. Pl ease | et himput his supplenentary
questi on.

COUNCI LLOR ANDERSON: Does the Executive Menber for Devel opnent
agree that this is yet another exanple of the Governnent
having ill thought out policies and previously shown by their
adm ni stration of the people that they try to pretend that they
represent, and in fact they are shooting themin the foot yet
agai n?

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: There is no need for apol ogy, Councillor
Ander son. | take your comments in the spirit with which
they are neant. ( Appl ause)

Just to rem nd col | eagues opposite of the wards that are
going to be or that are affected by this tax. They are
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Beeston, Chapel Allerton, City & Hol beck, Harehills, Hunslet,
Ri chnond Hill, Seacroft and University - the very wards where
this admnistration is seeking to punp in extra funds to
regenerate these wards that have been deprived for so |ong.
This is what your Chancellor has inposed upon this Cty and

your residents. You shoul d be joining us in condeming the
Chancel lor for, | repeat, such a nean-spirited and ill thought
out tax on people who can't afford it. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: Coul d the Executive Board Menber for Leisure
- | think he still is for Leisure - please update Counci
on the current position in relation to Wi nnoor Cenetery?

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: Lord Mayor, Councillor Guen will know
that there is no such thing as Wi nnoor Cenetery.
( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: Don't | augh too soon. Don't | augh too
soon.

By way of supplenentary, what plans is Councillor Procter
i npl enmenting to ensure that the situation regarding Harehills
Cenetery is put to rights and that there are new areas found
for burying people in East Leeds, and can he al so explain how
much noney has al ready been spent in preparatory works for a
cenetery at Thor ner/ Wi nnoor ?

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: Councillor Gruen and his colleagues really

shoul d pay nore attention and, if they have ever heard ne
speak about this matter, they would know that the correct title
i's the Whi nnbor Grange Farm Cenetery Proposal, because that is
exactly what it is.

Lord Mayor, O ficers of the Learning & Leisure and
Devel opment Departnment will shortly be bringing to Executive
Board sonme outline proposals of the work that they have al ready
undertaken in creating a short list of sites that will be
suitable for a smaller cenetery that is community-based and
whi ch was originally proposed by the Leisure Scrutiny Board,
which | was very pleased to serve on for a nunber of years with
Counci |l l or Atha and a nunmber of other distinguished Labour
Menbers, who all unani nously agreed that the Whi nnbor G ange
Farm Cenetery Proposal was perhaps not the right way to proceed
and smal | er community-based ceneteries were the way forward.
| see Councillor Bruce scratching his head thinking, "D d I
vote for that?" but, yes, Councillor Bruce, you did at the
tinme.
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| am sure, though, that Councillor Guen will wish to
endorse the actions that | amtaking as the | ast opportunity
that Menbers had to vote on the Wi nnmobor Grange Farm Cenetery
Proposal was actually in a Plans Panel neeting, and | am
pl eased that Councillor G uen endorsed nmy view and i ndeed voted
wi th me agai nst the Whi nnbor Grange Farm Cenetery Proposal .

But, Lord Mayor, a nore serious point: this is yet
anot her exanpl e, as was The Mansion, as was, dare | say, the
Cvic Institute, where the Labour adm nistration decided to
pl ough ahead with an unpopul ar policy, disregarding either the
users or people in the local vicinity. They didn't listen to
what any of us had to say. They didn't |isten to what the
peopl e out there had to say either, and now that is why they
are sat over there and we are sat over here, Lord Mayor.

( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR DOMNES: WI!1l the Executive Menber for Corporate
Services tell ne what the new adm nistration is doing to
pronote equal opportunities in the Cty?

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: Yes, Lord Mayor, Council will renenber at
the | ast Council Meeting Councillor Wakefield asked ne

this question and | was only able then to give a partia
response to certain specific issues he raised. | prom sed him
then answers to everything I had in witing on the issues he
rai sed, and that has been provided for him but in particular
wi shed today just to return to the question of the issue of
raci al harassnent and the work that the Council does to support
this very inportant aspect of dealing with equal opportunities
inthe Gty.

Sonme of you may have had circulated a | etter sone weeks
ago. | amafraid to say it is one of several letters or
suggesti ons nade that Council, the adm nistration, is reducing
the amount of funding it gives such organisations. W have
consistently said this is not the case and indeed | want to
reiterate now that the funding crisis that the Raci al
Har assnent Project found itself in was due entirely to noney
bei ng wi t hdrawn by ot her agenci es and not one penny was taken
away fromthem by this adm nistration.

However, so much inportance do we attach to the work that

they do and so conmtted are we to supporting equa
opportunities in this Cty that we have deci de post-budget to
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i ncrease the anmount of noney that we give this particular

organi sation by £15,000, so we are now in a position, just so

t hat the Labour benches understand it, where this

adm nistration is conmmtting nore noney to equal opportunities
in the shape of dealing with racial harassnent than anything
that you were ever able to put into it, so don't keep pointing
the finger at us and understand the |evel of commtnent that we
show to these issues. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR LOBLEY: WI1l the Executive Board Menber responsible
for Devel opnent update nme on the progress of the Private
Street wor ks Progranme, please.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: My Lord Mayor, | am pleased to be able to
tell Menbers of Council that of the 18 streets in the first
tranche of the progranme in this financial year the residents
of 16 of those streets have responded positively and those
streetworks will go ahead during this financial year. There
are 16 streets in 11 different wards.

| amfurther able to say that we shall begin consultation
in the autunmm on the second tranche of streets, which is 19 in
total across 12 different wards of the Cty.

THE LORD MAYOR: Suppl enent ary?
COUNCI LLOR LOBLEY: No suppl enentary.

COUNCI LLOR MURRAY: Coul d the Executive Board Menber for
Learni ng pl ease i nform Council how many staff in the
Council's adult |earning centres such as TechNorth and the
Sout h Leeds Learning Centre are dedicated to finding enpl oynment
or training opportunities for |ocal people and assisting wth
"Closing the gap"” in the City?

COUNCI LLOR HARKER: Lord Mayor, 300 full-time equival ents.

COUNCI LLOR MURRAY: Lord Mayor, it is a matter of capacity, |

t hi nk, Richard. | have heard that currently there are
possi bl e redundancies in jobs and skills, because of the fact
that the Departnent has not successfully been able to obtain a
nunber of contracts. Havi ng heard that, | think we are a bit
surprised because we are in a city which is boom ng and there
are a lot of jobs and | assune that there are a | ot of
contracts, so what | would |like to knowis, there are going to
be in the future a | ot of regeneration projects around Hol beck,
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the EASEL Project, there is St. Janmes's, there is the Aire

Val | ey. What are we doing to be able to guarantee that we get

those contracts to be able to get | ocal people into | ocal jobs?
| think they are expecting it. Thank you, Lord Mayor.

COUNCI LLOR HARKER: Lord Mayor, jobs and skills is currently
undergoi ng a significant change to the way it is
structured and managed in order to revitalise the service and
tore-alignit to the priorities outlined in the Governnent's
skills agenda, and particularly to respond to the i medi ate
budget pressures we are under brought about by changes, nostly
Gover nment changes, to external funding streans.

W need to achieve nore, | agree, but we are given |ess
resources to do it wth. In the point on redundancy, yes,
managers were asked to look at this staffing and ei ght posts
were identified as being possibly earmarked for redundancy.
Three of those nenbers of staff have already been successfully
redepl oyed, and we are working to find work for the other five.

The end of the year performance though, shows a marked
i mprovenent in the jobs and skills provision in the Gty. One
of the things that enbarrassed nme when | was first called to
account for the targets that were set for ne was the nunber of

red lights | inherited. Fortunately, many of those have
turned to anber, and | hope very soon they will have turned to
gr een.

This adm nistration is dedicated to getting people into
wor k, inmproving the qualifications of those people who want to
retrain or to get their first qualifications. Qur priority is
to work with those in receipt of Incapacity Benefit to help
themfind work in the workplace, with those who are very hard
to place and to | one parents.

| want to tal k about sonme of the successes we are having
and perhaps touch on EASELZ2. Counci |l I or Wakefield, | know,
recently visited, as | did, as Councillor Bentley did and
Counci | or Bl ackburn did, the successful, very successful
Construction & Skills Centre that the City operates. As wel |
as that | went to visit the Building College recently to talk
to themto see how we can work together nmuch nore closely, and
Oficers are currently | ooking into ways we m ght be able to
find extra funding in the City as part of the nmany devel opnents
that are taking place, and | hope to cone back to Council very
soon.
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One of the other nodernisations which has hel ped is the
Leeds City Job Shop which, since it opened on February 14th,
has had some 730 customners.

The City Council is doing its bit as well. The Gty
Council is now the largest contributor, the |argest enployer to
t he Jobs Cuar ant ee. We have had the first of a new style Jobs

Fair and | am pl eased to say that that Jobs Fair was very
successful, 450 visitors of which now 101 are in work, and we
could go on, Lord Mayor, citing sone of the successes we are
havi ng.

This adm nistration is dedicated to having the best
possi bl e service we can so that every citizen in this Gty can
share in the prosperity which is very obvious as we | ook around
us. And finally it is rather nice, as far as TechNorth is
concerned, to tell Council that the Government O fice has
approved the extension of the TechNorth Fam |y Learning Centre,
and this extension will allow an expansi on of the services
t here. Thank you, Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR CLEASBY: Lord Mayor, could I ask why does the
fountain in Cty Square not work and how nuch did the
previ ous Labour adm nistration spend on the fountain?

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: My Lord Mayor, | seemto have inherited
this problemalong with a nunber of others that ny
col | eagues have inherited (Interruptions). | am sure you wl|
all be interested in this.

Well, it cost the hard-pressed taxpayers of the Gty
£240, 000, just over, actually, nearer a quarter of a mllion
pounds for this non-functional fountain.

The previous adm nistration, nmy Lord Mayor, when they
deci ded to redesign Cty Square took the maintenance and
running of City Square away from Learning & Lei sure.
Unfortunately, as was their wont, they didn't think to give it
to anybody el se, so actually no department had responsibility
for Gty Square and the new schenme went ahead.

| am now going to give you the technical reasons why the

fountai n doesn't work. It anazes ne it has take so |ong.
This has never worked since this |ot spent the noney on
building it, and just now people are beginning to realise. A
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few nonths ago I wandered through and thought, "Every tine |
come this dam fountain is never working", so | began to do
sonme di ggi ng. It is funny how nobody volunteers to give you
the information unless you spot it for yourself and start to
ask the right questions, but it appears, ny Lord Mayor, that
the main technical problens associated with the feature are
with the automatic backwash and flush ---

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER Oh, that is Bernard.
COUNCI LLOR ATHA: | don't flush ---

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: The val ve being subject to repeated
failures; intermttent power supply interruption to the
mai n punp caused by repeated failures of a specific relay which
is thought to be located - it is still "thought" to be | ocated
- in a position that is unrepresentative of w nd speeds. The
result is that it over-esti mtes average w nd speeds and causes
the fountain to shut down. Per haps all the Labour G oup are
down there too often: that's what is causing the wi nd speed.
Furthernore, there are now health concerns regarding the
bacteria in the water due to the fountain not being operationa
It says, "for sone tine". It should say, "hardly ever".

The Land Drai nage Team which is why | now found all this
on ny desk, the Land Drai nage Team have therefore concl uded
that the feature should not be nade operational again until a
ri sk assessnent has been carried out and a regul ator testing
regime put in force, follow ng conpletion of renedial works by
t he contractor. These renedi al works have been goi ng on since
you opened the damm thing.

My Lord Mayor, the interesting thing | think Menbers of
Council should be aware of is that the Labour Party's doubl e
standards know no bounds. When there is a problemand the
adm ni stration here are in power they call, as we see |later on,
for resignations. When they have a disaster of this sort,
what do they do with the Executive Board Menber concerned?

Way they pronote her to Overview Scrutiny. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR CLEASBY: Just a very short supplenentary, Lord
Mayor . Could I ask then of Councillor Carter, would you
like Scrutiny to | ook at the situation?

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: Yes, absolutely, Councillor C easby, |
woul d | ove you to scrutinize the situation. One thing
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have to say to the people of Leeds, | suspect we will have got
the grass-cutting under control a long tine before we have
fixed this other broken wagon of the previous Labour

adm ni strati on. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR | QBAL: WIl the Executive Board Menber for Leisure
confirmto Council that ol der people are not being forced
to pay nore for |leisure services since the new adm nistration
cane into power?

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: | hope you are ready for this. Thank
you, Lord Mayor

Leeds Leisure Centres offer excellent value for noney,
mai ntai n hi gh attendance | evels, high incone and al so | ow cost.
Lei sure Centre prices were increased as of 1st April 2005 in
line with the annual inflationary price increase. Thi s
affected all leisure centre users and, as far as | am aware,
was not opposed by Labour in their budget amendnent.

Due to changes which Councillor Wakefield | understand
sanctioned in the first instance with the Leeds Card in June
2004 to create two separate Leeds Cards, for those over 60 the
Leeds Card 60 Extra, for those receiving additional financial
benefits, for those on |low incones and for those with
disabilities, and the Leeds Card 60 for all those over the age
of 60, leisure centre prices were reconsidered to ensure that
t hose who were nost financially di sadvantaged were asked to pay
the lowest price, and | amquite sure Councillor Wakefield wl]l
signal that he actually ---

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: | will claimthat one. | can't
remenber it but I will claimit.

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: -- sanctioned it and approved it and indeed
was generous enough to give additional nonies within the
Learning & Lei sure budget to accommpdate it, and | understand
that there was quite a specific reference to that at the tine
fromour departnental accountant.

Leeds Card 60 hol ders, who had previously received a
maxi mum di scount fromthe standard price of up to approxi nately
40% were therefore now asked to pay a rate for their facilities
whi ch was approxi mately 25% | ess than the full standard price.
Leeds Card 60 Extra hol ders were |argely unaffected and were
sinply asked to pay the standard 3% i ncrease.
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Fol | owi ng some conpl aints received about the rate of

I ncrease, certain activities were reconsidered and Menbers
hopefully will remenber a question from Councillor Coul son at |
believe the |ast Council Meeting when | was able to announce
the price reductions, and that specifically was for Active Life
and al so other various fitness classes, including |ine-dancing.

These were reduced at off-peak tinmes to only 10p above the
rate of charges for Leeds 60 Extra hol ders.

Now, Lord Mayor, | have to say | do have another two pages
of briefing notes. However, | don't intend to continue
readi ng them save to say ---

COUNCI LLOR E. NASH: Good.

COUNCI LLOR PROCTER: Yes, and | hear Councillor Nash at the
back as usual shouting ---

COUNCI LLOR E. NASH: The red light is on.

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: Councillor Nash, if you actually
under stood the procedures of this chanber you woul d know
that it is for the Lord Mayor to determ ne when people sit
down, not you. (I nterruptions) And in any event, whilst the
time is up, | amallowed to renmain on ny feet and answer the
question, Councillor Nash ---

THE LORD MAYOR: | am advised that is correct, Councillor
Procter. You can conpl ete the answer.

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: To say, Councillor Nash, that you have
just been appointed as a Deputy Whip of the Labour G oup,
you really should fam liarise yourself with the procedures of
this place.

COUNCI LLOR LYONS: Lord Mayor, he has tinme to answer the
questi on.

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: Counci |l |l or Taggart can give advi ce.

Lord Mayor, the real issue here, and what | hope | have
denonstrated, is that currently there is in place a hugely

conplicated systemof pricing within |eisure centres. As |
said at the |ast Council Meeting, over 600 different price
poi nts, which frankly is ridicul ous. There is no neans of
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centrally progranmng the tilling systens for all of those

| ei sure centres; they have to be manually programred at each

i ndi vi dual centre, which can |lead to price variations as well.
It is sonmething that we are aware of, Lord Mayor; we are

trying to tackle to sinplify the systemoverall. Thank you.

THE LORD MAYCR Thank you. | amafraid | can't offer you a
suppl enentary, Councillor Iqgbal, because Councill or

Procter has given such a detailed reply that we have run out of
time for Questions. | am sorry, Councillor Guen.
(I nterruptions) I amsorry, Councillor Guen, the Standing
Orders -- the Procedural Rules, let nme get it right, are quite
cl ear. We have now reached the end of the tinme for Questions
and the answers to Questions 10, 11 and 12 will be given to
Menmbers in witing.

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: In that case, can | npbve extension of time
for questions, please.

THE LORD MAYOR: As | understand it, Councillor Guen is noving
an extension of the time for questions, is that correct?

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: Yes.
THE LORD MAYOR: Just a tick. Can we turn to our Chief Legal
O ficer for advice on the procedure here. W have to
suspend part of the regulations.

THE DI RECTOR OF LEGAL & DEMOCRATI C SERVI CES: Councillor Guen |
think is proposing that Council suspend Council Procedure Rule
11. 6 which tal ks about the expiry of Question-tinme, so there
will need to be a proposer, Councillor G uen.

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: Yes, | proposed it before.

THE DI RECTOR OF LEGAL & DEMOCRATI C SERVI CES: A seconder.

COUNCI LLOR LOVE: | just seconded it.

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: Seconded unani nously on this side.

THE DI RECTOR OF LEGAL & DEMOCRATI C SERVI CES: And then a vote on
t hat .

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: And | al so propose a recorded vote.
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THE LORD MAYOR: We have a proposal duly seconded which we have
to put to Council w thout debate. W are going to take a
recorded vote. Are we agreed that we take a recorded vote?
Yes. kay, we will take a recorded vote on the question of
whet her we allow any nore tine for questions. It is going to
be a | ong Council Meeting, colleagues.

THE CH EF OFFI CER: Wul d all Menbers ensure, please, that they
are in their allocated seats. Al'l Menmbers should refer

to their desk unit and press the button marked "P". Those
Menbers in favour of the notion put by Councillor Guen to
suspend Councillor Procedure Rule 11 relating to the tine
all omed for Questions should press the "+" button. Those
Menbers agai nst that notion should press the "-" button, and
any Menber wi shing to abstain and have that abstention recorded
shoul d press the "0" button. The vote is conplete.

THE LORD MAYOR: O the Menbers present 94, 42 voted in favour,
there were no abstentions and 52 voted agai nst. The
proposal is therefore |ost.

| TEM 7 - RECOVMENDATI ONS OF EXECUTI VE BOARD

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: | nove in the terns of the notice, Lord
Mayor .
COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: | second and reserve the right to speak,

ny Lord Mayor. What have | seconded?

COUNCI LLOR PARKER: My Lord Mayor, the minute | amreferring to
Is on page 28, fifth paragraph down on the Council Pl an.
Il will just read it, "Devel opnent, Town & District Centre
Strategies and Action Plan in all five Area Managenent areas to

create sustainable comrercial centres. This work is supported
by £5 mllion of capital investnment over two years and the
focus for initial activity will be", and the one I amnostly

concerned with now is the East Leeds one which refers to the
EASEL area, Halton and Garforth.

The question | would ask to the Leader of Council is, who
has made this decision? There has been no consultation with
the Area Committee El ected Menbers to the best of ny know edge.

| am not sure what has happened in other Area Conmttees and
whet her they have been consulted or not, but if I go back to
the initial YEP itemin March, earlier this year, when
Counci |l l or Andrew Carter was then Leader, and | support what

29



Councillor Carter said in the article that small towns such as
Morl ey and Horsforth, district centres |ike GCakwood and Holt
Park and villages including Farsley and Ki ppax. Ki ppax seens
to have di sappeared off the nmap, and | am not prepared to | et
t hat happen.

Councillor Lew s and Councillor Wakefield have spent a | ot
of tinme on a plan for Kippax. It will be sent in as required
by the end of this nonth and hopefully we will get sone fair
consul tation, and possibly sone funding, but why Oficers are
di ctating and not Menbers as to what is going to be in these
areas | would ask a question of the Leader, but regarding going
back to Ki ppax that concerns nme, and | know grass-cutting has
been nentioned earlier and it will be debated at great |ength
| ater, but | rang up questioning grass-cutting in Kippax. I
had a docunment which | think all Council Menbers have got
saying how it would be addressed and the O ficer's reply was
that, "Team 11 will cater for your requirenents."”

| actually did drive round to see what Team 11 had done
and, followng the instructions in the paper, | actually
dropped in on South MIford. The grass there | thought was
i ke Wnbl edon, excellent job done by d endale, but the
response was, and | am sure Councillor Taggart who mastern nded
the el ectoral boundary changes, South MIford doesn't belong in
Leeds, does it, Neil?

COUNCI LLOR TAGGART: No. Not unless part of Selby is put into

Leeds to take account of recent npbves of certain Councils.

THE LORD MAYOR: Sorry, we can't do it that way. If you want to

speak, Councillor Taggart, you will have to do it separately.
W don't do duos.

COUNCI LLOR PARKER: So Ki ppax has m ssed out again, but the

Departnent and | amsure | have read it where resignations
shoul d be consi dered, whoever is responsible to send the
contractors out to South MIford thinking it is Kippax should
possi bly consider their decision. Thank you very nuch, Lord
Mayor .

COUNCI LLOR S. HAM LTON: Lord Mayor, | would |ike to comment on

t he Executive mnutes for the 18th of My 2005 regarding
the Area Delivery Plan for 2005/2006. Specifically, | would
like to focus on the area priorities and the key action
contai ned within the Inner North-East Leeds Co-Qperative Pl an.
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Al t hough they are worthy initiatives contained in this
plan which will be of benefit to sone of the comunity in
Chapel Allerton Ward, | do have sone concerns which nust be
hi ghl i ghted at Council . It is a well-known fact that
sust ai nabl e jobs create confidence in |ocal comunities.
However, areas in ny ward, and in other areas of Leeds for that
matter, sinply do not have this. Therefore it is inperative
that we put forward projects that encourage the creation of
sust ai nabl e jobs in our communities, because the knock-on
effect of such initiatives can only be positive.

Areas which have sustainable jobs inspire confidence in
those living in our communities, which in turn interests
potenti al devel opers who are al ways keen to expand into pl aces
that are on the up and up. It can be no coincidence that
areas offering little or no job opportunities usually exist in
envi ronnents of boarded-up shops and run-down properties and
suffer from probl ens such as anti-social behaviour. However
can we expect people in these communities, especially the
young, to have any confidence or indeed any pride in the area
where they live, when it seens that those who have the power to
make a difference, such as their local Council, do not.

By putting forward projects geared specifically to create
| ong-term sust ai nabl e jobs, | hope we can begin to show people
that this is not the case by including Chapel Alerton Ward in
all future devel opnent and i nvestnent plan, to include
sust ai nabl e i nvestment opportunity which I know to have been
put forward in the co-operative plan for the area of the North-
Vst .

I would Iike to see this incorporated in the Chape
Al'lerton Ward and el sewhere in the Gty, and I hope we can
begin to inprove all the communities to a standard that
everyone can be proud of, and do note that there is nothing
there for Chapel Allerton Ward, especially in ny ward, the
Beckhi || s and Chapel t own. Thank you, Lord Mayor.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: My Lord Mayor, | amnerely going to
comment on Councillor Parker's observations in the first
part of his comrents relating to the fund for the regeneration
of the small towns, district centre and vill ages which we set

up under the auspices of the Devel opnent Departnent. The two
senior Oficers who wll be evaluating the schenes will be Jean
Dent and Al an Gaye. W will expect the schenmes to neet our
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corporate priorities as well as neet the target of regenerating
those areas of the City which have had little or not investnent
for years.

| don't particularly want to get into a debate about
Ki ppax or anywhere else, as | amsure Kippax is very worthy.
However, | woul d suggest perhaps to Labour col | eagues they
mght like to look at where all the funding or the predom nance
of funding went froman organi sation called Geen Leeds and see
how nmuch their wards got fromthat particular organi sation and
how much certain other wards got.

The whol e purpose of this fund is to ensure that we do
regenerate our small towns, villages and district centres.

That is what we intend to do. It is not a fund at the
di sposal of Area Commttees. We have asked Area Conmittees to
put in their suggestions. Those suggestions and bids will be

wei ghed in the bal ance with any other bids and any particul ar
corporate priorities that we as an adm nistration have, and I
did indeed in this Council Chanber highlight one in your area,
Counci |l or Parker, and | hope that you have taken it on board,
because when | nentioned that the Halton area was a priority

because it had been neglected for so long, and | amtal king

about the Halton District Centre here, | anticipated it would

be taken on board. | know it has been taken on board by the
Ward Menbers but | hope it has been taken on board by the Area
Conmi ttee.

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: First of all, grass-cutting. well, we
will debate this at great length a little later on, but
just as a sort of starter for ten, | just want to suggest to
t he Labour benches that they get their tin hats out.

I renenber when | was a solicitor's clerk, you always knew
the Prosecution were on a big | oser the nonent they attenpted
to introduce issues about the good character of the defendant,
whi ch of course always all owed the Defence teamto introduce
i ssues about the character of the witnesses for the
Prosecuti on. Wl |, thanks to you when we cone to debate |ater
on because you are so keen on introducing this word that we
must all resign, because you are so keen on that, you will give
us anpl e opportunity to introduce into the debate issues about
your previous conduct when you were in control of this Gty.

Counci |l l or Ham I ton, obviously you do need to have a
di scussion with the Chair of Inner North-East Area Conmittee.
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| amsure that will help with the situation, but you raised the
question of sustainability for Chapeltown itself. | am not
aware that this adm nistration has reneged or gone back on
anything that was in place when your party was in control, and
soit isalittle rich for you nowto stand up and demand of us
that we include Chapel Allerton in everything we do when your
own adm nistration never ever gave such an undert aki ng. It is
i npossi ble for any adm nistration to give what is effectively a
bl ank cheque and say that Chapel Allerton or any ward w ||
automatically be included in spending plans whatever the issue
may be, but with regard to sustainability and cl osing the gap,
| do want to renmind you that we are the first adm nistration to
create a position at Exec Board |level wth specific
responsi bility for closing the gap. You never did that.

It does beg the question exactly what inportance the
Labour adm nistration attach to closing the gap when you never
took such a step, and you will see in the forthcom ng nonths a
series of initiatives comng from David Bl ackburn, new
initiatives, innovative initiatives that will specifically
address issues of closing the gap, both in the seven nost
deprived wards of the City but, | hasten to add, in all the
ot her serious pockets of deprivation around the City that were
al ways excluded fromyour closing the gap initiatives. Thank
you, Lord Mayor

(The Council Plan was approved)

| TEM 8 - RECOMVENDATI ONS OF CORPORATE GOVERNANCE
& AUDIT COW TTEE

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: | move in the terns of the notice, Lord
Mayor .

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: Second, ny Lord Mayor, and reserve the
right to speak.

(The notion was carri ed)

| TEM 9 - M NUTES

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: Lord Mayor, | nove in the ternms of the
noti ce.

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: | second, Lord Mayor, and reserve the
right to speak.
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(i) Central & Corporate

COUNCI LLOR R LEW S: Lord Mayor, the mnute | raise is to do
with the Corporate Contact Centre. Councillor Harris may
renmenber a di scussion we had in Executive Board some tine ago
on this issue, and he was very clear then that in his viewthis
was the right size, because it was round about 28,000 square
feet, right in ternms of cost, and it was in the right place.

Havi ng had di scussions with Oficers and gone into this in
a bit nore detail, | do wonder about the whole issue of the
ri ght size, because we are tal king about a contact centre that
will contain all the contact centre staff plus the hierarchy
above them for those contact centre staff who purely deal wth
phone contact. So there are plenty of nenbers of staff who
actually do contact work but that is only part of their job who
are not included in this, so you never get a conplete 100%
contact centre.

Cost obviously is a serious concern and | fully understood
the view that was taken at that neeting, but | wonder has there
been any progress on the other issue which was raised then
which was to do with the potential for further business with
the | andl ord concerned which could be of benefit to other areas
of the City, which Mark may renmenber, but particularly - and it
Is interesting when people have been tal ki ng about closing the
gap. We have had Andrew tal ki ng about it. We have had Mark
tal king about it. Is it right to place this call centre in the
city centre?

W had, and we still have, Harehills Mddle School as a
bui | di ng that has no use. Not the sane size as the building
in question but certainly a magjor building that, if it were put
to good use by this local authority, would be of huge benefit
to the area both in terns of not creating hundreds of jobs
overnight but in the long termof creating a steady fl ow of
j obs that would benefit an area, and again we are tal king about
EASEL earlier on, not just Harehills but the whole East Leeds
ar ea. A bui l ding which would al so, by creating those jobs,
bri ng huge business into that area, which we all knowis a very
deprived area.

| al so have concerns about bringing jobs into the city

centre. Wil e we have tal ked about, and Oficers tal k about
this sense of not having a | arge nunber of parking spaces,
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there is a huge assunption there that is just going to nean
that all the O ficers who are working there are going to | ook
to alternative neans of getting into the city centre. My
experience is that that tends not to be the case, that you
actual ly create another car park, nuch as we have created
Little London as a car park for the city centre, and creating
this will help create nore car parking, nore areas, residentia
areas that are actually car parking areas near the city centre
whi ch don't address any of the issues to do with travel to work
pl ans, sustainability and the like.

I think we have mi ssed a major opportunity to create, as |
say, jobs within the East Leeds area, to send a real nessage to
people that as a | ocal authority we are concerned and we do
want to bring regeneration to all parts of the Cty,
particularly the nost deprived ones, and | do question really
that we have not just junped straight into a decision that
| ooked |i ke a good one froman Oficer point of view but froma
wi der Council perspective perhaps wasn't the right one. Thank
you, Lord Mayor

COUNCI LLOR HARI NGTON: Lord Mayor, this is the sane m nute, 289
on page 85. As | understand it, if | have got this

right, Harehills M ddle School was considered as an option for
this centre. The problemw th the school, of course, predates
the present administration, so this is not an opportunity to
try and whack the present adm nistration over the head, but |
woul d be interested to know a bit nore about the principles
according to which the decisions were nade in order to turn it
down.

| do appreciate, of course, the advantages of it being in
the city centre for buses being able to reach it. I
understand that it is relatively cheap to rent and all the
peopl e can be included on one site. On the other hand, as
Ri chard said, whether this kind of centre does need everybody
to be on one site, and although initially Harehills Mddle
School would cost a lot nore, in the end, of course, it would
be our buil ding.

But the key question is howthis relates to the "d osing

t he gap" agenda. It obviously would be a very powerful
statenment if this building were now used by sonething that is
so inportant to the life of the Gty. My col | eagues know as

well as | do how many residents say in neeting after neeting,
"What is going to happen to this school ?" and therefore it
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woul d have been excellent if it could have been used for this
pur pose.

As | say, | do appreciate why it mght be better for it to
be in the city centre, but | would be just interested to know
the principles about how you relate the comerci al advant ages
with the potential for the "Closing the gap" agenda to be sure
that a key regeneration possibility hasn't been m ssed. Thank
you, Lord Mayor

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: Lord Mayor, let nme deal with a general
principle first, and it is one which I have voiced and
Andrew has voi ced many tinmes since we forned this
adm ni strati on. Qur principal function here is to deliver
servi ces. That has to be our overriding concern and nothing -

COUNCI LLOR TAGGART: What about grass-cutting?

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: W will deal with grass-cutting |ater. I
think you nust be daft. Have you got your tin hat on
yet ? Don't worry, you will be included in the bayonet charge.

Now, | ook, the principal objective has got to be to
deliver the best service possible, and you can't start
introducing criteria into the decision-naking process that
detract fromthat principal objective, so the issue is how can
we best deliver an inproved contact service for this Gty on
behal f of the Council. That is what Oficers were asked to | ook
at, and we clearly said to themthat of equal inportance,
because we are bound by this by the district audit, it has got
to show val ue for noney. Now, after that | did nmake it clear
to Oficers that if we could have a triple whamy by
introducing a "Closing the gap” aspect to the new contact
centre, then we would have a win, win, win situation, and
Oficers went away to | ook at that, and they gave nme the sane
answer with regard to Harehills Mddl e School that they had
gi ven you when you were in adm nistration, and because you have
got selective amesia let me rem nd you of what you were told
in 2003 when you asked about the Harehills Mddle School for a
prospective new contact centre.

You were told, and you agreed, that at 21,000 feet it was
too small to house the 350 people needed for the new contact
centre, so we would have had a double site contact centre in
the first instance.
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Secondly, you were told that the sinple conversion costs
woul d be in the region of £5 mllion, the capital cost before
we start introducing the new telenetry, the new IT, the
conversion cost would be £5 mllion, and that, too, was beyond
any budget that was avail able, so when | again asked Oficers
to look at the situation they canme back to nme with exactly the
same situation - by housing the contact centre in Harehills
M ddl e School we woul d not provide value for noney, we would
not provide an inproved service because we woul d have a split
site and | have to say, although | agree it would have sent a
nmessage to that |ocal community, because we would be inporting
250 jobs fromthe other existing contact centres, with no room
for expansion there would have been little or no opportunity to
create jobs in the contact centre for the | ocal comunity.

Now, that was the rationale behind the decision that we
reiterated, the decision that you had al ready nade about
Harehills Mddl e School, and so we had to | ook for alternatives
and O ficers | ooked right across the City and | have al ready
reported that we thought that we were close to an agreenent
with a building in one of the seven nost deprived wards and at
the el eventh hour the |andlords of that building gazunped us to
a level where it ceased to be value for noney, and so we
carried on | ooking, and we have found now at an exceptiona
deal - | amnot going to go into the figures here but an
exceptional deal - that denonstrates value for noney, a centra
| ocation that allows people fromall ten current contact
centres to commute into the Gty and will give us roomfor
expansion and will provide state of the art facilities so that
we can deliver a better service to the people of Leeds.

Before | conclude, | just want to go back to the question
of Harehills M ddle School . We are | ooking at what we can do
with Harehills Mddle School at the sanme (inaudible) which is
bei ng marketed but | have to rem nd you, because you have stil

got selective amesia, | have to rem nd you that under your
adm ni stration Harehills Mddl e School sat enpty and abandoned
for 10 years. What were you doing with that great |andmark

building to "Close the gap" in Harehills? The answer
apparently was not hi ng. ( Appl ause)

(ii) Devel opnent

COUNCI LLOR DOWNES: Lord Mayor, | am speaking on mnute 273 on
page 81. | would Iike to confirmthe continued backi ng
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of all three Oley and Yeadon Councillors seeking the ban for
HGV traffic in Qley, which | have explained previously at
length in this chanber. We al so have the support of our new
MP, Greg Mul holl and, who up until last Council Meeting sat next
to ne when | was sat over there, and | would like to take this
opportunity to thank himfor all his hard work as a Councill or
in this chanber, and I amsure he will be m ssed, certainly by
nmy col |l eagues over here, and | wish himall the best for
Vst m nster.

I would also |like to add I am pl eased that the Executive
Board has endorsed progressing the devel opnent of neasures to
all eviate the problens caused by HGV traffic in Oley, and |
await the outcome of the further report and subsequent
recomnmendati ons emanating fromthe consultation and review with
an air of hope that the issue of HGV traffic in Oley my be
resol ved as soon as possible.

COUNCI LLOR BRETT: Lord Mayor, | would like to speak briefly on
m nute 290 on page 86. In particular I want to wel cone
t he progress made on the Eastgate and Harewood Quarter
devel opnents, to thank Councillor Andrew Carter and the
Devel opnent Departnment O ficers for the work they have done in
securing such a | arge and beneficial schene.

Leeds is not currently well served by nodern major store
outlets, and the potential arrival of the John Lew s
Partnership at this site is sonething | hope everyone wl|
appl aud.

| just want to pick out two snippets fromthe Executive
Board report to explain sonething of what this mght nean for a

nunber of deprived conmunities nearby. | quote, "The
proposals will create physical |inkages fromthe city centre
through to Harehills, R chnond H Il and Gsnondthorpe.” Now,

t hat does not nention Burmantofts and Lincoln Geen, which are
much nearer, but for all of these areas wal king routes to the
Har ewood Quarter will nmake them much nore attractive places to
live.

Finally, an unusual turn of phrase in an Executive Board

report, "The architecture", we are told, "will be contenporary,
reflecting values of quality and integrity whilst adding

el ements which will surprise and delight." | can't wait.

( Appl ause)
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THE LORD MAYOR: | would ask Council to give full attention to
t he next speaker, who is maeking a nai den speech,
Counci | | or Gal das.

COUNCI LLOR GALDAS: Lord Mayor, | would like to speak on mnute
291 on page 86, the Town & District Regeneration Schene.
It is an excellent schenme giving outlying areas a chance to
i nprove and regenerate their own wards instead of all the noney
bei ng spent in the centre.

Rot hwel | , as an exanple, has suffered badly by a very ol d-
fashi oned Morrisons store supermarket. It is a fact that
about 60% of | ocal shoppers go out of the town to do their
shoppi ng, and Rothwel| sonetinmes |ooks a ghost town.

Morrisons are now about to rebuild, which will definitely
i nprove the area, but would | eave the periphery of the town
| ooki ng very shabby.

This regeneration schenme will give us a chance to inprove
those areas and do exactly what the schene advertises and

regenerate Rothwell. I would conmend this schene to al

rel evant Councillors. Have a | ook at your own ward and see
what needs doi ng. In recommending this, | hope it is not at
the cost of Rothwell, because we certainly need regenerating.
( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR McARDLE: Lord Mayor, can | thank you for gracing us
wi th your presence |ast Sunday at (inaudible) Mrley?
Thank you.

| want to speak on mnute 292, page 86. It is regarding
the safety canera update and the future support of the West
Yor kshire Casualty Reduction Partnership. On 14t h February
this year | was pleased to be invited to the Safer Roads Day
| aunch in Bradford, not as an El ected Menber of this Counci
but as the secretary of Churwell Action G oup. | amalso a
menber .

| was privileged to have net Mandy Fox, whose daughter
(?)Dara, aged 12, was killed by a speeding notorist in
Huddersfield in 1997. Her contribution to that road safety
canmpai gn was phenonenal and it was instrunental in West
Yorkshire Casualty Reduction Partnership winning a silver nedal
at a prestigious international event in New York. It was
sincerely hard-hitting, and it had to be. It al so reduced ne
to tears, and | can assure you that that is not an easy thing.
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Mandy' s daughter woul d have been the sane age as ny son, or
our son, should I say, who has just conpleted his first year at
uni versity. Dara could well have been in that sane
uni versity, studying the sane subjects.

My own cousin, Neil, was knocked down on the A650 and
killed in 1970. Last Septenber 2004 he woul d have cel ebrated
his 40th birthday. He died at five, for all those unfamliar
wi th mat hs.

I want to just draw your attention to this booklet, and I

will just read you the first bullet points: "Driving at
excess or inappropriate speed is the single biggest cause of
fatal and serious casualties on our roads. Wher e speed

control caneras have bee installed, casualties have fallen by
35% the nunber of vehicles speeding has fallen by 67%"

Drivers who are speeding are breaking the | aw. It is one
of those supposedly mnor crines that has a mgjor heartbreak
for at |least one famly.

On the Safer Roads Day on 1st May there were no deat hs and
only two casualties, which | amled to believe fromthe Chair
of the Reduction Partnership was by a couple of drunks trying
to flag down a taxi very early on Sunday norning.

Saf er Roads Day 2005 was a success in which I amproud to

have played a m nuscule part just by being there at the |aunch.
It has been so successful it is likely to have gai ned

M ni sterial support for a national event in the future, perhaps
even 2006, so | would like to congratul ate Steve Thornton and
Phil Green of the West Yorkshire Casualty Reduction
Par t ner shi p. | hope that, |ike No Snoking Day or Nationa
Wnen's Day or even National Bl ack Puddi ng Day, or something
i ke that, we have sone annual event |ike that.

Love them or | oathe them safety caneras do work. I know
t hey have nade a really tremendous contribution to the
conmunity where | |ive. You have got a situation now where

drivers not only adhering to the speed limt, it is also
I nproving driver behaviour, and | would just like to say they

do really work. Renmenber speeding is against the | aw and
remenber speedi ng does kill. | know it does. Thank you.
( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR FI NNI GAN: Lord Mayor, | am speaking to page 86,
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m nute 291, Town & District Regeneration Schenes, very
much to echo what has been said by Councillor Galdas, and I
accept entirely what he is saying in terns of Rothwell. In
Morley we face simlar problens, simlar difficulties. W do
see this as a real opportunity to regenerate areas of Mrl ey,
specifically Mirley Bottons, and we are grateful that we have
this option to get involved with that.

What we would say is that contrasts sonewhat with the way
our predecessors approached this particular problem Now,
there used to be an organisation called Mrley Forward, not to
be confused with Labour Forward - two different organisations,
or so you mght think (Laughter) - but the reality was that in
Morl ey Forward was |ike a secret organisation, unless you knew
the right handshakes you weren't allowed to actually get into
t he organi sati on.

Subsequent to ny election and ny good col | eague Councill or
Leadl ey's el ection, we found out that we didn't satisfy the
appropriate criteria to get involved. Bei ng el ected by the
peopl e apparently wasn't enough. W were of the wong
political persuasion.

What we will say is any new plans that are drawn up wl|l
i nvol ve everybody across the political spectrum everybody
i ncluding the residents, everybody including the traders. e
wi ||l get everybody on side on this one. We are hopeful that
we Wi ll be successful with this particular bid, and we are
grateful for the opportunity, along with our colleagues in
Rot hwel |, to nake sure that sonme noney is distributed to the
out er areas.

COUNCI LLOR LEADLEY: My Lord Mayor, | wish to comment on mnute
293 of the Executive Board neeting of 18th May 2005, which

is to be found on page 87, and it is to do with the
ref urbi shing of Briggate. W are always ready to find fault
when things go wong so | think it is only fair to praise
Briggate's new | ook, which is far better than the old and has
been done with good workmanshi p, especially when set agai nst
t he i nfanbus Landmark Leeds, so | think sonme | essons have been
| earnt there.

We should | ook forward to the rest of the street being
done in simlar style. It is to be hoped that the present
openness will be kept and that it will not becone cluttered
wi t h bandst ands whi ch are sel dom used, fountains which do not
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wor k, or other unsightly street furniture. Thank you, ny Lord
Mayor .

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: My Lord Mayor, | will try and go through
in the order that the comments were made.

First of all, Councillor Downes and Ol ey. Yes, it is a
tricky one. W know it is a tricky one. The people of Ol ey
have suffered for a long tine because of the pollution and
di sturbance caused by the HGVs. What we are trying to
achi eve, however, is sonething that does not nerely transfer
t he problem from one group of people to another. That is
essenti al . It is a balancing trick that is difficult to
perform but at |least we are going to give it a try.

Councillor Brett, thank you very nmuch for your Kkind

comments in connection with the Eastgate and Harewood Quarter.

| have to say that the Oficers in the Devel opnent Depart nent
have done an absolutely marvellous job in terns of negotiations
not just with the devel opers, Hamersons and Town Centre
Securities, but also with what we hope wll turn out to be, if
you | i ke, the cornerstone of the devel opnent, the John Lew s
Par t ner shi p. I have been extrenely pleased, and proud indeed,
to be able to be part of that teamthis year, and when | net
with the Board of Directors of the John Lewis Partnership they
are very keen and enthusiastic to cone to the Cty of Leeds,
and they will bring with thema wonderful ethos in terns of
staff recruitnment, training and retention, and that in itself
Is going to play a major role in the regeneration of the areas
that you nmentioned, and we will create those |Iinkages between
this devel opnent and those areas of the inner city, and the
jobs, quality jobs, that can be generated on a |ong-term basis
by an enpl oyer such as the John Lewi s Partnership cannot be
under - est i mat ed.

Interestingly, they also wanted - and | am thankful for
Councill or Leadley's conments - they also wanted to know what
the City's plans were for ensuring the continuous inprovenent
of our public realmin the city centre, and they were inpressed
with the first part of Briggate. The second part | hope wll
be equal |y i npressive. | have to say it rather accentuates,
does it not, the shanbles that Iies beyond it known as Landmark
Leeds, the unnuaintainable schene that was put in place by our
predecessors.

But we will continue to find ways of funding city centre
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I nprovenents that don't nmean that we have to take noney away

fromother areas of the Cty, but we will continue to inprove
the city centre and we wll continue to bring an inward
investnment that will help us to close the gap.

Counci |l l or McArdl e, thank you for your comrents about the
Casual ty Reduction Partnership. They do splendid work, but we
have inserted a clause in the report that has never been there
before, and that is about Ward Menber consul tation. I think
it is essential that Ward Menbers, who perhaps have as nuch
know edge as anybody about the difficult areas in terns of road
safety in their own ward, are consulted and not just presented
with fait acconplis, and those consultations will continue I
hope every year that passes fromnow on, so that we can get
some further input into what we want to see happening in our
own war ds.

kay, the Town & District Centre Regeneration package.
Thank you for the conments. It is quite clear that there are
going to be far nany nore interesting bids for a |ot of the
work that has been |eft undone for so long and there i s noney
t o accomuodat e.

W have to stop the spiral of decline in ternms of a | ot of
our town and district centres. It is essential that we have
inthis Cty a spirit anongst everybody that we are part of one
city, that people who live in sone areas don't point to the
city centre and say, "All the noney goes there", that people in
the inner city areas who are being hel ped and will be continue
to be helped by this admnistration with mllions of pounds of
i nvestnment to close the gap don't point to the city centre or
the outer areas and say, "They are getting all the noney."

But equally it is inportant that we recogni se the place that
the small towns and villages and district centres play in this
city of small conmmunities, because that is what Leeds is in
conmparison with other mgjor cities, and that goes back to 1974,
so the spiral of decline has got to be stopped.

Councillors Harris, Blackburn and nyself will be I ooking
at a raft of innovative ways of doubling the £5 mllion for the
Town & District Centre Regeneration Initiative to nmake sure not
only that we can take on board as many proposals as are put
forward but al so that we can spread those proposals perhaps out
over a third or even fourth year, so we get real sustainable
programes of inprovenent in all our communities - sonething,
nmy Lord Mayor, that they never did in 24 years. ( Appl ause)
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(1 v) Nei ghbourhoods & Housi ng

COUNCI LLOR BLAKE: Lord Mayor, | want to speak to m nute 278,
page 82. This mnute refers to a schene called the

Sanctuary Schene, which is a schenme that deals particularly
wi th wonmen who are at risk fromviolent partners but who want
to stay and be protected in their own hones. Clearly, for
t hose wonen for whomthis is suitable we would wel cone this
schenme, but | think all of us acknow edge that it won't by any
means satisfy all of the issues that are presented connected
wi th wormen subjected to violence fromviolent partners.

Sadly, we all know that there is still an enornous need
for energency provision for those fleeing violence, and | just
want to connect with the whol e debate that we have had about
t he proposed cl osures of the hostels St. Mchael's and Prospect
House. Qoviously St. Mchael's particularly was pertinent in
t he di scussion for wonen fl eeing violence.

Can | say that | welconme the opportunity afforded by the
Nei ghbour hoods & Housing Scrutiny to | ook at the issue of
hostel closures, but | have to just bring to the attention of
Council that, despite all our best efforts on this side at
Executive Board, in here at Council and then at Scrutiny to
del ay these cl osures, they are indeed scheduled to go ahead a
week on Friday on July 1st.

W are still receiving expressions of concern about the
capacity in the City to deal with the effects of these closures
and to cone up, as | say, with the necessary energency
provi sion not only for wonmen but for young people who are
currently provided for at Prospect House. | understand that
fromthe closures, the noney that will be saved fromthe
cl osures, less than 50% of the noney is actually going to be
targeted towards the alternative provision in terns of
supporting vul nerabl e people at risk in their own hones, and I
woul d |i ke to know how the progress of this is going on, and
whet her indeed it is going to be adequate.

| have to say, and I will repeat again and again, that I
think it is a matter of deep regret that the nost vul nerable
peopl e, and those supporting themin this City, feel that they
have been |l et down by the process of the inplenentation of
these closures, and particularly by the |lack of adequate
consultation at the relevant tinmes during the process.
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I ndeed, the Scrutiny inquiry did |lead to an
acknowl edgenent from O ficers that the process could have been
handl ed a good deal better. However, | do wel cone the
recomendation that there will be an ongoing scrutiny of the
effect of the closures through the new Thriving Comunities
Scrutiny Board.

It goes without saying that | and all | think certainly
col | eagues on this side welcone any inprovenents in services
for the honeless, including greater flexibility and nore
preventative work, which is absolutely crucial, but Lord Mayor
again, as | said, | wanted to bring to Council's attention that
these two hostels are going to close in just over a week
bef ore, however val uable they m ght prove to be, schenes I|ike
the Sanctuary Schene are actually introduced into the Cty.

| believe that there is still an issue of energency
provi sion and tenporary accommodation for the nost vul nerable
people in our City at the very least in the short term Thank
you, Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER My Lord Mayor, | have to a certain
extent just let a lot of things that Councillor Bl ake said
right over ny head in the last few nonths for one sinple
reason, she was in the mddle of an election, and all sorts of
nonsense i s tal ked about in el ections. However, | am no
| onger prepared to sit here and listen to sone of the tripe she
I s maki ng.

Let us just tal k about sonme of these things she is
referring to. She is totally unfounded that the two hostels
referred to will |eave us w thout units. W have 200
accommodation units for this particular group of people. One
ot her point, the closure of the one we are closing now w ||
actual ly have a planned increase - increase - that neans it is
goi ng bigger if you don't understand the words - going bigger -
and we will have nore people and we will have nore units than
we ever had under your adm nistration. That is increasing.

One ot her point which she ought to take on board as well,
and | am proud of this, for all your carping about what this
adm ni strati on has done about honel essness, we have received a
Regi onal Chanpi ons Award from your Governnment for the way we
have dealt wi th tackling honel essness. W have received that
and you are noani ng. It is a good job you weren't el ected,
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you woul dn't have been able to vote with them half the tine!

You might think that the YEP, when it said that you are
t he next best thing, was true. | can assure you it is not.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: Next best thing to what?
COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER You were thrashed by the Student

Prince. There is no way you are going to cone back.
(I nterruptions)

My Lord Mayor, you also totally ignored - you have totally
ignored themthrough all this - that our Supporting People's
budget which is paid for by Her Majesty's Governnent was cut by

£3.5 mllion. Your Covernment slashed it. W have to react
to it and we react in the best way possible. W are novi ng
the service forward, we are inproving the facilities for

peopl e. At the sanme tinme we are doi ng what the Governnent
have said, "Can you do?" and that's why we have chanpi ons

awar ds. | amgoing to get a badge nade, "I have the Regi ona

Chanpi ons Award for honel essness”, and you |l ot don't accept it.
| cannot understand it.

My Lord Mayor, let nme just say this finally. I think you
shoul d stop this. This is a very serious issue, a really
serous issue. We are tal king about viol ence against females,
which I amnot going to play about with, and it is usually
per petrated by nen. | have no time for it. They are cowards
and we should do everything possible. The Sanctuary Schene is
to stop trying to institutionalise people into institutions,
whi ch you seemto |ike. You see to like to put theminto
institutions where the children - nost of the children - are
not even going to school. It is appalling the way they are
bei ng treated, absolutely appalling.

What this will do, this particular schene, if it is
successful, and it is voluntary, it is not conpul sory. |
femal es want to accept this, it will protect themin their
honmes and protect themin their famlies, and we al so have
tal ked to our | egal people who have got to take |egal action,

t he best and the quickest |egal action, about any perpetrator
as wel | . You should be rejoicing in this. | think you woul d
have done a damm sight better in the election if you had done.

My Lord Mayor, that's all | have got to say. Thank you
( Appl ause)
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(v) Learning

THE LORD MAYOR: | am noving on to the Learning section of the
m nut es. | note in particular that m nutes 245 and 271
appear to be very popul ar, a nunber of people w shing to speak
on one or other of those two m nutes. If, in fact, you find
that your point has already been nmade by a previous speaker,
there is no harmin declining to speak. It will help the
novi ng of the Council Meeting on.

COUNCI LLOR McARDLE: Lord Mayor, it is with respect to mnute
271 on page 80, and it is regarding the deputation to
Council from Mount St. Mary's, 13th April. | have got a
coupl e of confessions to nake: | don't read the Eveni ng Post,
so | was totally unaware until then of the canpaign to save
Mount St. Mary's and, despite ny surnanme, | amnot a Catholic.
| cone froma Catholic famly but I amnot a Catholic, so |

have no religious axe to grind and no preconceptions.

M. Flannery, the headteacher, cane on the deputation and
he invited us all to go there, as today they invited us all to
go to their respective schools. So | went. | actually went
wi t hout any preconceptions and | just thought, "Wat's all the
fuss about?" and | was prepared to give it ny best shot at
maki ng an opi nion or having an opinion either way.

| didn't know exactly where it was, so | got nmy A-Z out
and | |looked at it, and | thought, "The A64, Burmantofts on the
one side with St. Patrick's, Richnond H |l |eading to East End
Park and Mount St. Mary's." | thought, "Politics. Politics
here", and | think I amright.

The roll call of St. Patrick's is 182 as of Monday. The
roll call of Mount St. Mary's is 136 as of |ast Monday, so it
is only the equivalent of a 1.5 formentry year, and everybody
knows about the social make-up of Richnond Hill, and I
certainly know about East End Park, and the same goes for
Bur mant of t s.

So I went to this school, again no preconceptions. What
| saw was a little gemof a school. It really was a gem of a
school . How t hey had got all the Beacon status and all these
awards in such disgraceful conditions is beyond nme. And they
have been working fromthis site for 6 years. | think for the
| ast 18 years they have been pushed frompillar to post and the
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teaching conditions and | earning conditions are not only
unacceptabl e but they really are a disgrace and they are a
di sgrace to the Catholic Church, to the Catholic D ocese of
Leeds. | really am appal |l ed at their behaviour.

| am a governor at two schools, one a PFl school, |ove
themor |oathe them a PFlI school and non-PFl school, it is a
school . We shoul d be educating our children. It doesn't
really matter, our priority is to our children. | amalso a
governor at the school | actually went to, Ardsley G amrar
School - it is now a conprehensive. No doubt about it,
children shouldn't be used as political footballs. Again, it
I's an absol ute di sgrace.

Everybody knows about the conditions. W know about
Saxton Gardens and all these other areas. It is really ripe
for regeneration. What happens if Mount St. Mary's is
actually closed and Richnond Hi Il is actually regenerated, are
you wanting school places there? \What is going to happen?
There is going to be no school for them and I just find it
absol utely appalling, and the blame lies with the Catholic
Di ocese of Leeds, and they really did ought to be ashamed of

t hensel ves. Thank you. ( Appl ause)
COUNCI LLOR FI NNI' GAN: Lord Mayor, | amtal king on page 74,
m nute 251, specifically paragraph (h). This is a thene
that we will return to time and tinme and tinme again. Peopl e
will be aware, ever since | got elected on this Council | have
been goi ng on about catchnent areas. Sorry?

MEMBER OF COUNCI L: Whi ch time?

COUNCI LLOR FI NNI GAN: Second tine. First time. Second tine.
The issues to do with catchnent areas are pretty well

docunented, certainly in the Murley area, and we have got
Wbodki rk Hi gh School who have asked for a reconsideration of
the way that the adm ssions policy works, and the reason for
that is that Whodkirk consistently get frustrated with the fact
that you have got East Ardsley children, East Ardsley Primary
School, half of whomare offered a place at Wodkirk Hi gh
School, half of themaren't. At that particular point you
have got a | ot of parents, a |ot of distress, a |lot of
di stressed kids who are having to go through the appeal process
to try and get this difficulty and probl emresol ved.

| had the privilege of representing one of these parents
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this year at one of these appeal hearings, who just happened to
live on the wong side of the road and was frightened that
their child would end up without the hel p and the support of
the other children who were noving up to the Wodkirk Hi gh
School, and certainly speaking to the teacher representative
who had been sent to the appeal, they were as benused as | was
about why they should be there. They felt that it should be
an automatic right for all East Ardsley kids to nove up
together, if that's what their parents wanted, and you are
never going to get that on the present adm ssions policy. You
are never going to get that, and you are going to create
problens and difficulties and parents under stress and children
under stress until it is resolved.

The ot her point to nmake about this - and | see Councill or
Geof f Driver will be speaking on the sanme mnute after ne - at
the |l ast Council neeting we had a di scussion about the whole
adm ssions policy issue, a very cordial issue. | suspect we
di sagree fundanentally on how the present policy operates, but
it ism viewthat we will ultinately have to conme back and
revisit this matter. | suspect, with the best wll in the
wor |l d, when the new I nner South H gh School is actually built,
that you are still going to get that particular drift from
I nner to Quter. The nunber of high schools you have got in
I nner South area is decreasing. It continues to decrease.

W are down to two. Unless there are sonme solid, good reasons

to try and make sure that you keep those particul ar parents

commtted to those Inner South schools, you are going to get

the drift out. You have got the drift out from I nner South.
You have got the drift across the border in our area from

Ki rkl ees, and sonmewhere down the |line that is not sustainable.
W will be revisiting this in years to cone. Thank you,

Lord Mayor

COUNCI LLOR R FELDVAN: My Lord Mayor, do | need to declare an
i nterest because it nentions Allerton Hi gh School and I am
a governor of the School ?

THE DI RECTOR OF LEGAL & DEMOCRATI C SERVI CES: No. W are
dealing with corments on m nutes at the nonent so ---

COUNCI LLOR R. FELDWMAN: Ckay.
THE LORD MAYOR: | am sure we note your decl aration anyway.

COUNCI LLOR DRI VER: After what was said a nonent ago by ny
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col |l eague, | feel | do need to say sonething. Can
comment on resolution (d) of 251, where the point is nade that
t he nunber of preferences that parents will have should in
future be reduced fromfive to three.

One of the things | have noticed this year, Lord Mayor
because in ny ward we see a | ot of cases of parents wishing to
make application to not one but two, three, four, even five
schools, is that even at the end of that we are still seeing a
| ot of young peopl e being allocated by Educati on Leeds, by the
LEA, independently of any choices that parents have nade, and
they end up being even nore upset because those choices very
often are to fill up schools which need their places filled,
and that is the only logic that Education Leeds puts forward.

Now, one can understand that fromthe school's point of
view and fromthe Education service's point of view, fromthe
fi nanci al point of view However, fromthe point of view of
our policy as a Council to bring the two Leeds's together, we
have got to create healthy, bal anced, well-m xed schools in the
inner city, and what | am concerned about is that | see nothing
in that resolution, or indeed in nost of the rest, which
suggests any change in the direction to which we are al
conmitted.

| would like to be convinced otherwi se, and if Councill or
Har ker can do that | shall be delighted, but | nust say |I don't
see it in 251 as it stands.

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: Lord Mayor, it is mnute 245, and |
woul d |i ke to wel cone very much Professor Mary Warnock's
comments quite recently about the debate on the inplenentation
of Special Needs education, because | think it cones at a
tinmely nonment, given the North-Wst SILC s experience, where |
thi nk many parents, many governors, many staff and particularly
many chil dren have gone through a very long, traumatic period.

Now one of the good things com ng out of our neetings with
them | believe, is that it has denonstrated occasionally when
all parties get together they can work in the interests of
young children, as they did particularly when they net with
parents and, although Andrew is not here, and | don't pay him
many conplinents, and sonetinmes this debate gets down further
and further, | do want to pay tribute to the way he handl ed the
parents of the children who cane in to see the Executive Board
on May 9th, because on that occasion we net parents who firstly
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knew a | ot nore than us.

Secondly, | thought they were very calm they were very
rational, they were very passionate and they were very
know edgeabl e about the educati on experience their children
had, and |I | earnt nmany things that night. More so than | have
| earnt from many hours sat in here about the debate and many
hours sat at the Executive Board. So | started to query ny
menory, and | started to think, "Wiy is it | thought things
wer e goi ng reasonably wel | ?" So | checked back in ny file and
| saw a letter from Councillor John Bale, who | believe is
sincere and conmitted to this debate. Absol utely no problens
about the letter.

The letter said - it was in the Wiarfedal e Cbserver, as
you renenber, John - that there would be no redundanci es. He
had been reassured that there would be no redundancies at the
Nort h-West SILCs and, what is nore, the letter said that he had
recei ved a specific pledge by Councillor R chard Harker that
there woul d be no redundanci es at North-Wst SILC.

That was i n Decenber. On 13th April | sat through a
debat e here. I think it was a question from Councillor G uen
who asked Councillor Richard Harker could he reassure us about
any plans for redundancies. Now, Councillor Harker was a bit

nore evasive but | think his words, and | have read through
thema few tines, nmeant no redundanci es.

You can imagine the surprise I had when | found out that
actually 16.5 nenbers of staff had been alerted to being
redundant and governors were having to make choi ces, and that
was back in March. So it is a question really to Councillor
Har ker, when he is summng up, is, as a governor - | believe he
is a governor - sonetines he declares it, sonetinmes he doesn't,
but as an Executive Board Menber, when did he know about the
16. 5? Way did he say, when there were notices issued in
March, in April there were no plans, because | think in many
ways certainly the inpression | got was that many of us thought
that the problemwasn't on the scale that the parents alerted
us to.

Now, | am pl eased and | hope that we carry on the all -
party consensus, and | understand in July there will be an
Executive Board paper actually helping to resolve this problem
in the interests of the children, but | think - and it proves
actually there - that we can actually nove, and if it is a
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political decision that hel ps and puts extra resources in,
t hen, good. It isinthe interests of the children. W have
done it on other schools, why don't we do it on this?

What | do want to know when Councillor Richard Harker is
summ ng up, what exactly he was trying to do giving pledges
back in Decenber to Councillor John Bale and even conming into
April saying there would be no redundanci es when clearly the
parents were absol utely convinced and knew there were
redundanci es way back in March. Thank you, Lord Mayor.

( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR BLAKE: Lord Mayor, just continuing from Councill or
Wakefield' s comments, | would as well |ike to wel cone
progress that has been rather tortuous and |long in com ng, but
i ndeed coning it seens to be.

Counci | I or Wakefield nmade reference to Councillor Harker's
position in this, and I hope he will clarify this to Council
because | understand that he is actually a governor at the
Nort h-West SILC If you | ook through your papers, there is no
declaration of this interest in the first paper that it is
brought up and indeed, now I know Councillor Smth is under an
enor mous anount of pressure but under the June 8th Executive
paper it actually clains that he is a governor at the North-
West SILC. | accept that this is probably an adm nistrative
error, but I do think that on an issue as inportant as this we
are absolutely clear of your role in this, particularly as you
are the Executive Menber for Education of this Council and
t herefore responsible for policy for Education Leeds, etc.,
etc.

We have gone through the papers that have been prepared by
Educati on Leeds for Executive Board and, despite all the issues
about conpul sory redundancy, | think it is fairly clear to say,
and | think perhaps you mght outline for us, that there wl|
be voluntary redundancies in the North-Wst SILC which, of
course, would have an inpact on the overall levels of staffing
within the North-Wst SILC which, of course, obviously |leads to
anxi ety anongst parents who, let's be absolutely clear, are
parents of children with i nmensely conpl ex needs, are deeply
vul nerabl e and have profound and nultiple disability.

Lord Mayor, Chris Edwards tal ks passionately about the

need to reduce, in his phraseol ogy, "turbul ence" for these
children and their parents, and | think we would all agree with
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that, particularly in the day-to-day progranmme of support and
care, and | believe that parental worries have been justified
and furthernore that they have every right to express their
fears and to seek reassurance on these matters.

Is it not unfortunate, therefore, that the report to the
Executive Board on June 8th, and | quote, states that: "It is a
matter of great regret that the natural anxiety of staff over
their own futures has been transmtted to parents and raised
unnecessary concerns about the future education and the care of
their vul nerable children.™

Lord Mayor, | am profoundly disturbed that a derogatory
comment of this nature against the staff was included in the
report. In ny experience, the staff involved in Special Needs

sector are totally conmtted to the welfare of the children in
their care and to their needs, and | have to say parents share
this view

| am even nore disturbed that Councillor Harker, as an
Executive Menber for Education and a governor at the SILC
all onwed this comment without challenge to go through, and I
urge himas a matter of urgency to seek to distance hinself
fromthese coments and to apol ogi se for the deep anger and
upset that has been caused by the whole way this issue has been
handl ed. Thank you, Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: Lord Mayor, | follow on on the sane m nute
and the sane saga, and | wish to particularly exam ne, as
Counci |l l or Bl ake has, the role played by Councillor Harker in
this saga, and indeed the advice Education Leeds have given to
t he Executive Board and separately to the School O ganisation
Conmi ttee.

It was on 13th April that | asked Councillor Harker the
question of redundanci es. | knew at that stage, because | had
had i nformation fromteachers and fromparents, that 16.5
menbers of staff were going to be made redundant; the
di scussi ons had been held, the dye had been cast, and
Counci |l | or Harker said no such plans were yet in sw ng, but
they were shortly afterwards.

At the School Organisation Commttee we conm ssioned a
paper from Education Leeds at the request of Menbers for the
School Organisation Commttee - the request did not cone from
nyself - but | obviously acted on what col | eagues wanted and we
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got the paper.

Councillor C easby was swft off the mark - | give him
credit for it - because the advice obviously that we had heard
fromthe Executive Board paper and the advice we were given
wi thin days of that neeting at the School Organisation
Commttee were al nost entirely different. The Educati on
Executive Board paper said "No redundancies, all dealt with."
One of the first remarks from an Education Leeds O ficer was,

"It won't be 16 staff redundant, it will be fewer but there
will be some redundancies."” In strai ght away conmes Councill or
Cl easby, absolutely right as a nenber of the SOC and questi ons,
"Why is this differential advice?" | don't think we got a

real answer but we were left certainly at the SOC with the
I npression that there woul d be redundanci es.

There were three people at the SOC when we nade our

ori gi nal decision who were extrenely pivotal to that decision.

They were Father WIllis of the Roman Catholic D ocese,
Councill or Bal e and Councillor C easby, and frankly we were on
the edge of whether we supported the formation of the North-
West SILC or not, and at the end of the day we just about went
along with it on the guarantees that Education Leeds were
gi vi ng us.

Their handl i ng has been profoundly disappointing in how
this matter has been handled, to the point that the SCC
unani nously referred back to the Executive Board by a
resolution that we regret what has happened and that this
matter should be referred to the appropriate Scrutiny Board,
whi ch I have every confidence that Councillor Bale as its Chair
will take seriously and bring to a proper fruition. | am
sorry, like Councillor Wakefield was, that Councillor Bale was
m sled, as the rest of us were, about the question of
r edundanci es.

But the other interesting thing in the SOC that cane up
was that there was a novenent of sonething Iike 40 pupils
amounting to £370,000 in a matter of weeks al nost, curiously
fromthe date that the SOC had given approval to alnost within
weeks suddenly this figure energed of over-estinmates, over-
optimismand therefore this couldn't possibly happen, and
therefore there was this i medi ate danger of noney of £370K
Well, that really needs to be explai ned because the governors
have been scape-goated for this, frankly, and I don't think it
is necessarily the governors' fault.
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But now we turn to the part played by Councillor Harker.
When he answered ny question, apart fromsaying it was ny fault
because | was Chair of the Governors' Forum which I am not,
and they are saying it is ny fault because | am asking silly
questions, which clearly it wasn't a silly question thereafter,
and then accusi ng other people of, "It was their fault" and,
despite the very adroit footwork by Andrew Carter, alnost |ike
audi tioning for "Cone Dancing" on BBCl, but it certainly was
adroit footwork, he couldn't save Councillor Harker either.

What | want to know is when we talk -- when he says to ne

in his reply, "It is the job of the governors to run the

budget . W will work with the governors to bring the budget
crisis under control”, and then the comment in answer to an
intervention by Bernard Atha, "No, it is not ny responsibility;

| am not doing the planning”, everyone thinks, don't we, that
this is the Executive-holder talking to us, the portfolio-

hol der. Nobody in this chanber was aware at that stage it was
al so a governor. No decl aration was nade in any neetings |
have been to until very recently |I have becone aware of that.
That frankly is a matter, and unl ess Councill or Harker
publicly apologies today, will be a matter for a body outside
of this Council, because it is absolutely preposterous that we
should be msled in this Council

THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Gruen, you are out of tine.

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: Thank you. One nore sentence. It woul d be
hel pful for himtoday to publicly apol ogi se.
COUNCI LLOR MULHERI N: | just start by saying a point of

i nformati on. M nute 254, page 75 - it was ny coll eague

Counci |l | or Renshaw who wi shed to speak on that item and | wl|
restrict ny coments to m nute 245, page 72.

THE LORD MAYCR Ckay.
COUNCI LLOR MULHERI N: Thank you, Lord Mayor.

| ama relatively new Menber to this Chanber, having only
been el ected last year, and | amstill trying to get to grips
wi th many of the procedures and systens that the Council has in
pl ace. However, in the snmall tine that | have had to | ook
into the circunstances surroundi ng the position the North-Wst
SILCis nowin, | amsinply puzzled that this situation has
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been al | owed to devel op.

I understand that the authority has procedures in place
for the nerger of mainstream schools but that these sane
procedures were not used in the formation of the North-Wet
SILC | am astounded that, when | essons have al ready been
| earned fromthe merger of mai nstream schools and procedures
put in place as a result of those |essons being | earned, that
those procedures were not applied in the formation of the
Nort h-West SILC, potentially reducing a |lot of stress and
anxi ety for pupils, parents and staff. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR RENSHAW Lord Mayor, | would like to coment on

m nut e 254, page 75. | amdelighted to see the
investnment in the Children's Centre in Little London, thus
carrying out the Labour Governnent's agenda and the nationa
strategy.

This is the first tine an Extended Beacon status, as far
as | am aware, has been awarded for any service nationally.
therefore wish to congratul ate the Sure Start service for
delivering such a high quality and an enhanced service. [ am
| ooking forward to the extension of this service and the
rolling out programe being put into place to nove it forward.

| amparticularly interested to know how t he present
adm ni stration are going to encourage this service to nove
forward and hopefully maki ng such a high quality service
accessible to all comunities throughout the city. Thank you,
Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR DOWSON: | would |ike to corment, pl ease, on page
80, mnute 270, that is the Meanwood Primary Revi ew.

| love ny children and | did all that | could to actually
make sure that they had the best education | could, and | am
sure | ooking round the chanber that all of you who have
children did the sane, whether you chose state education or
whet her you chose to pay for that education.

Now, we are in the position of |ooking after the welfare
of other people's children. Educati on Leeds, when they do
these reviews, seemto | ook nostly at the finances and the
savi ngs that can be made and the nunber of buns on seats,
nunber of children in places. Surely, in communities |ike the
one in Meanwood, we shoul d enbrace the possibility of smaller
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class sizes for the children.

What we are able to do is | ook at the bigger picture here

and how the two schools directly affected, Mles H|l, which as
many of you know is a subject | have brought up here many tines
is on the Beckhill estate, and Potternewton, fit into the

bi gger picture.

I will make the position perfectly clear of nyself and ny
fell ow Ward Councillors, Councillor Rafique and Councill or

Ham | t on. We believe that neither school should close. They
both refl ect the special and the unique character of the
conmuni ties they serve. We tal k about wap-around care for

the children; what these conmunities need, these di sadvant aged
areas, is wap-around care for the whole comunity, for
everyone who |lives there.

Leeds City Council have a unique opportunity to do
sonething really special here, to act on Chris Edwards' pledge
to make sure schools becone the heart of the comunity.

Depriving these areas of schools will |eave a tine-bonb of
negl ect which social services and the police will have to pick
up. Poor Council housing, high rates of unenploynent, a high

concentration of drug m suse, crinme, anti-social behaviour in
these conmmunities |eave the residents feeling truly negl ected
and lost in a systemw th which they have no power and no-one
listening to them

What these areas need is for two small units with staffing
and facilities to give the children the start that we would
want for our own children, and the innovative w ap-around care
for the whole comunity. They al so need the stability of
know ng that these schools wll not be closed or be under
threat for at |east ten years. Parents need the confidence of
havi ng that assurance and for making sure that Education Leeds
will be nade to conply with that assurance.

And | et us not forget the children fromBentley Primary,
who were displaced only two years ago and now go to Mles H I,
or the special facilities that have recently been put in for
the very special children of Penny Fields wthin the North-West
SILC who also go to Mles Hill School.

| have throughout this speech referred to "we", what "we"

have to do, but we all know that at the end of the day after
the public consultation it is you, the nenbers of the Exec
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Board, who will make the final decision, the decision to take
it further. | stand here now and | actually beg you to | ook
at the bigger picture here and retain both schools as community
schools, as comunity facility at the heart of these very, very
di verse areas. Thank you. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR LYONS: Lord Mayor, well, Councillor Harker, 1 am
not going to play hell with you like all my coll eagues

are. | am going to thank you for comng up to Mount St
Mary's - | am speaki ng on page 80, minute 271 - to take the
time to cone up to the school, | did appreciate. The Leaders,

Counci | I or Wakefield cane up and spent sone tinme, Councillor
Andrew Carter spent quite a bit of tine there. Davi d

Bl ackburn spent a lot of tinme there. Pet er Harrand canme up
and Councillor MArdle cane up, and they were all surprised at
what they saw.

When you see the results that we get fromMunt St. Mary's
and then see where it conmes from you would think we were in a
third world country, the prenmises that we are teaching from it
I's ridicul ous. It is ridiculous for ne to cone forward and
say, you know, the Council have got it right for a change. I
t hi nk everybody on this is saying as far as we are concerned we
are doing a good job. You all saw what we was up agai nst.

Now, the latest thing is that the D ocese have said ---
Oh, by the way, they have noved our parish priest because he
didn't get us shut down fast enough. That is a fact. It is
true. The Ward Councillors wll tell you. The Li bera
Denocrat Ward Councillors will tell you that they noved the
parish priest, but now they are going back to the old trick,
and if you think in politics that you have seen tricks pl ayed,
what they did a few years ago, the foundati on governors that
were nmoved by the Bishop's people, etc., were there to do the
bi shop' s bi ddi ng. Unfortunately they didn't, they put ne as
Chair to start with and then, follow ng that, they opposed the
cl osure of the school, so what happened in actual fact was that
t he foundation governors were sacked and they were changed to

suits to come up and vote to close the school. Vell, God is
good, and I"'mstill a Catholic so He is good, and one of the
priests was taken ill so it was a straight vote and we won.

So that is what happened.
What | amsaying is they are trying the sanme trick again.

What they are saying, and you think people are bad when they
tal k about your school s. What they are saying is, what do you
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think a parent governor is? Vell, | would think it is a
parent of a child attending that school. Oh no. Not the
Cat holic Di ocese. It is a parent of a child attendi ng any
school, so that they can send their people in, and they have
nothing to do with Mount St. Mary's.

When the deputation cane here and you all |istened, and
you all listened to the children singing, | went and spoke to
the children and I told themthat the people that were com ng
round the schools were the wi se nen and wonen of the Counci
and that big white building that belonged to their parents and
t hem when they got older - it didn't belong to us as
Councillors, it belonged to them - was where the decisions
woul d be nmade.

| amthinking, after you have seen and heard all that has
gone on, that there will be no doubt in nost of your m nds of

whi ch way you shoul d be goi ng. | am not here pl eading,
because what | said to those children and the teachers that
asked themto say a prayer for all the Executive, well, it wll

be a Catholic prayer so | have asked themto transfer it to
what ever God you happen to be serving. So if you get it from
your God and Rabbi, it wll be whatever faith you are, it wll
be transferred over.

So the children know that providing we have stuck to the
truth the whole way through, haven't told any lies, argued our
case and stuck by our case that as far as we are concerned they
are right and the Executive, the w se people of the Executive,

wi |l know what to do. So | amthanking themfor comng up to
t he school and thanking themin advance for what decision they
are going to take. Thank you very nuch. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR BRETT: Lord Mayor, | want to set on record ny
personal position over the four schools in the R chnond

H 1l planning area in ny ward. | have, within the last few
weeks, visited all four and All Saints, R chnond HIl, Munt
St. Mary's and Victoria are all good schools, making an
excel l ent contribution to regenerating a very deprived area of
Leeds. It is ny clear view that none of these schools should
cl ose. I want Mount St. Mary's to stay open but as a state
school, because it is quite clear that the Catholic D ocese do
not want two Catholic schools in the sane parish.

It is my hope and expectation that in the next few years
mllions will be spent regenerating East End Park, and that
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coul d produce nore pupils and the extended school s agenda
should I ead to nore pressure on schools for space, so the | ast
thing I believe we should be doing is closing an outstandi ng

school . Thank you, Lord Mayor.
COUNCI LLOR ANDREW My Lord Mayor, | refer to page 72, mnute
245. Frankly, to hear sone of the comments earlier
real |y does beggar beli ef. The only reason our SILCs are

havi ng the probl ens and our Special Needs children are having
the problens is because of the problens that this Governnent
have introduced through an ill thought-out policy. It is.

Wl |l over a year ago, when you were in control, | stood in
this chanber and |I spoke highlighting problens that were faced
by famlies with Special Needs children all over the country.

| gave exanpl es of children who are not being catered for
properly wi thin mainstream schools that are now bei ng educat ed
at hone. | was assured by the Councillors opposite that it
woul d not happen here.

Educati on Leeds, when you were in control, gave assurance
to the parents of the schools at the public neeting. I know
t hat because | was there. | said at the tinme that our specia
schools were great and it seenmed ridiculous to ne that we were
trying to bring up a new policy when one was worKi ng
excel lently. The Governnent policy has made a nmess of speci al
education in this Gty and all over the country. Even
Bar oness Warnock has even admtted that and backtracked. I
hate to say it, but I told you so. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR CLEASBY: Thank you, Lord Mayor, | wi sh to speak on
t he sane page and the sane m nute. Il find it quite
i ncredi ble that Councillor Guen as Chair of an independent
School Organi sation Commttee can bring the discussions and
del i berations of that commttee into the political arena of

this chanber and use the discussion so politically. When
saw his nane on the order paper, | knew he was prepared to step
across the Iine and he has done so. | would Iike, Lord Mayor,

for Councillor Guen to be investigated by Standards in his
role as Chair.

| can assure Council that when | stepped in, and | asked
to speak first on this topic the other day, that ny main
concern was the redundanci es. What was the cost to this
Counci | ? | am assured there isn't a cost to the Counci
because people are taking voluntary early redundancy, those who
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wish to do it, at no extra cost to the Council. They are not
havi ng an enhanced paynent as a result. O hers are being
found jobs within the organisation, which is quite nornal.

It is also fair to say that the reason that the £300, 000
credit becanme a £300,000 deficit, i.e. suddenly £600, 000
di sappearing, were that CGovernors used the noney to pay for
staff because they didn't have the noney coning in through the
children through the door because those children were being
taught in nmai nstream schools and the funding was going to the
mai nstream school s, so those speakers who spoke about the
situation, and | found it quite enlightening that at the very
start of this day Councillor Wakefield actually had the
audacity to nention the great |lady who started this bal
rolling, when you nentioned Ms. Warnock. | find that ---
You did, Keith. You spoke about it earlier in the day, and I
find it outrageous that when you and your CGovernnent were
pushi ng mai nstream schooling on these youngsters in the
situation that you have to take the attitude that you have, al
lined up |ike ducks to cluck, cluck, cluck over the sane thing,
tal ki ng about 16.5, 16.5, 16.5 when it doesn't occur, and Peter
Guen, if he was totally honest with Council will tell you what
| was concerned about was | had asked for a briefing wthin 24
hours of our neeting when | got an answer back by e-mail saying
there was nothing nore to add, it was all in the paper that
went to School Organisation Conmttee.

Unfortunately, the Oficer concerned started talking
redundancy. | now have di scovered that he shoul d not have
been tal ki ng redundancy (lInterruptions) and as Chair you shoul d
have been finding that out on our behalf and you shoul d not
have been bringing our deliberations into this Chanber in such
a political way. Again, Lord Mayor, | ask for Councill or
Gruen's role and invol vement here today to be investigated by
St andar ds. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR BALE: Lord Mayor, | would like to comment, if I
may, on the North-Wst SILC from ny standpoint as Chairnan

of the new Scrutiny Board for Children and Young Peopl e.
Shortly after ny appointment to that role, | had a briefing
meeting wth Councillor Harker who indicated at that tinme his
support for the new Scrutiny Board to continue the process of
scrutiny begun, Lord Mayor, by the Lifelong Learning Scrutiny
Board under your chairmanship.

At the first neeting of the new Scrutiny Board | ast week
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it was indeed agreed to carry out a conprehensive inquiry into
t he devel opnent of the SILCs within Leeds and the

I mpl enent ation of that policy. | shall approach that inquiry
with both an open mind and a passionate concern for the future
of special children in this Cty.

In view of nmy Scrutiny Board role, | don't think I should
comment on Councillor Wakefield' s conments on ny letter in the
press earlier this year, other than to say that ny remarks were
made in good faith, as was the advice given to ne by Councillor
Har ker at that stage. Thank you. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR HARKER: Lord Mayor, let's start with declarations of

i nterest. If, on any occasion, | have failed to declare an

i nterest as a governor of the North-Wst SILC then | apol ogise
to Council unreservedly. | have never ever intended to

di squi se the fact. | have stayed away from sone of the

governi ng neetings recently in an attenpt to work to try and
resolve the situation that seens to have occurred there.

| want to nake one or two comments. First of all, we

have gone through a very traumatic period but | can report that
| have been --- Oh, sorry, let me deal with the letter first.

When | first began to worry that there m ght be sonething
wong wth the budget, | began to ask questions and | was
assured by Oficers that there would be no redundanci es. My
letter was witten on that basis, and it mght be worth
Scrutiny Board finding out why I was given that advice, and I
did work on the advice | was given by Oficers.

To deal with the current situation in the North-Wst SILC
--- | do apol ogise, | have just mslaid a paper. When
Counci |l l or Gruen asked ne the question in this Council about
redundanci es | had not been inforned, | was not aware of
anybody havi ng been gi ven redundancy. | have to say that.
That is what | was told and that was the information | was
gi ven.

At the current situation in the SILCin terns of
redundancy notices, of the seven teachers who received
redundancy notices eventually, no teacher now faces redundancy.

No teacher now faces redundancy. Fi ve have accepted
alternative permanent job offers. O fers have been made to
two renmining teachers to take tenporary contracts and at the
end of those tenporary contracts we will have worked, as we
al ways work, to nake sure they have got permanent contracts.
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As far as the nursery nurses are concerned | expect --
there is still one nursery nurse to confirmthat she wll take
the offer that has been nmade to her of alternative enpl oynent.

We should therefore, by the end of this week, hopefully know
t hat nobody will be made redundant in the Leeds North-West
SILC ( Appl ause)

| have al so been advised that parents will by this Friday
be told what the staffing will be and who the staff are. When
| asked questions about whether we were continuing as far as
possible to keep children with staff they knew, | was assured
that was going to happen, and I did ask the question.

The ot her question that cones up there is was the staffing
going to be worse than other SILCs here in Leeds, and | was
assured yesterday, in front of other people, that the staffing
in the North-West SILC should be better than - students to
support staff and teachers - better than the other SILCs in the
city.

My commtnent to special education | think has been
brought into question today, and | would like to just quote

sonme figures to you. This year, in this financial year, this
adm ni stration has put an extra £3.4 mllion. After inflation
that comes out at £2.4 mllion into Special Needs. Fundi ng

for Special Needs SILC schools was increased by £640, 000, that
is £367,000 above inflation. Fundi ng for SEN within
mai nstream school s was increased by £2.35 mllion, that is £1.6

mllion above inflation. I n addition, £450K was made
available to the "No Child Left Behind" agenda to neet the
needs of young people with chall engi ng behavi our. My

phi | osophy has al ways been the best possible education for
every single child no matter what their needs are, and you know
that, Keith. It was true when | was a teacher and it is true
still today.

The other good thing is the Executive Board have asked
Educati on Leeds to prepare and bring forward three papers which
will be submtted to Scrutiny Board and to other fora on the
future of special education in the Gty, so that everything
t hat went wong, and sonething nust have gone wong and | stil
cannot say to this Council what | think that was, to have
caused the situation we got ourselves into.

| think a point was made, and | do apol ogise, | was so
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taken with maki ng other notes, that sonebody nade the comrent
that they thought that the special school, the Leeds North-Wst
SILC had been treated differently from mai nstream schools in a

change-over situation, and I think that is possible. I think
somewhere along the line the inherited budget, the two years of
the inherited budget, were |ost sight of. | don't know but

that's what | think happened.

Hopeful ly the Scrutiny Board, the papers to cone to
Executive Board which we have asked for, will put this nmatter
to bed once and for all, and I can only apologise for all the
di stress that has been caused to all the parents and students.

| have worked very hard to try and alleviate that on every
possi bl e occasi on.

To turn now to sone of the other points, if I may, if |
can pick up adm ssions. Yes, | think we are always going to
have speci al discussions about areas on the edge of the Gty
where pressure cones in fromchildren com ng over the border
We have had a reverse situation in the north of the City where
children who used to go over the border into Harrogate suddenly
found they couldn't go, and that put added pressure onto our
school s at the edge.

Councillor Driver nentioned problens with children in
sout h- East Leeds. | think he was referring possibly to
children who were allocated to Agnes Stewart when he was
tal ki ng about vacancies, but | did ask before | cane into the
chanber and at the noment | amtold, and | have it witten down
by an Oficer, only seven children from South Leeds have been
all ocated to Agnes Stewart, sone of whom- three | think it is
- had it as their first preference. kay, well, | apol ogise
but | thought that was what you were com ng to.

If we now | ook at the reviews of Mles HIl, Potternewon,
and al so the problemthat we inherited fromthe Catholic
Di ocese in relationship to Munt St. Mary, | would like to

poi nt out the Leader of Council went to visit all four schools
in that area | ast week and was al so very inpressed.

I think Councillor Brett was probably right. W have
asked for a review of the area. | think the review wll
probably cone up with sonething along the |ines of, yes, it
will have to close as a Catholic school and reopen as a state
school, but | can't prejudge a paper which is yet to go to
Executive Board and is still being prepared, but | hope that
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gives you a crunb of confort, Mck

COUNCI LLOR LYONS: | have no Catholic priest so sonebody ought
(i naudi bl e).
COUNCI LLOR HARKER: As for Potternewton and Mles HIl, | am
not sure because Mles Hill | think takes one or two
students fromny ward, whether | need to declare an interest in
Mles HII. This is | think an issue that was |eft over from

the |l ast adm nistration and shoul d have been dealt wth. I
think partial reviews |eave problens behind them and | think
there was a partial review of this area. | think the same is
going to apply possibly to Fir Tree. It may be that when the
Fir Tree report cones in we have to widen its geography,
because | agree with many of the things that have been said, |
do see Mles Hi Il and Potternewton as serving distinctly
different comunities.

Let us hope that everybody can nmake their views known
rationally and in depth during the review period, and let's
make a rational decision. Nobody wants to stand where | am
st andi ng now tal ki ng about cl osi ng school s. | am quite happy
to see all the schools stay open but, as nore and nore autonony
is given to primary schools and to high schools, the

responsi bility of governors not this Council, | amafraid, the
responsi bility of governors to bal ance their books, to pay for
staff, heating, lighting and all the other costs out of the
noney they receive fromcentral Governnent will beconme a nuch
much nore critical factor in all of our |ives. Thank you,

Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

(vi) Leisure

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: My Lord Mayor, | just wish to refer to page
87, mnute 294, which refers to the disposal of the

Roundhay Gol f Cour se. | am a nenber of the Labour Party and
have been all ny life. | see fundanentally that there are
public assets which should be owned by the public and ot her
assets which quite rightly should be in other domains. | hate
to see public assets being got rid of, being sold. There is
al ways a case for doing that, and the case is often one
difficult to balance, and when Scrutiny | ooked at the future of
the golf courses in Leeds we in fact took, | think right across
the party divisions, an actually unani mous view, if | renenber
rightly, and that was there was a course at Qulton which could
be di sposed of and reasonably there was a good case for doing

65



it, and on bal ance the bal ance went towards di sposal, but on

t he other courses not. And in particular there was a strong
feeling about Roundhay remaining within the Gty Council and,
of course, we were supported - it was a cross-party view.

| renmenber ny coll eague Councillor Hyde, as reported in
the press rel ease which was reported in the Eveni ng Post,
Counci |l l or Hyde said, "A report on the future of nunicipal golf
courses will be put before the Council's Executive Board in

Cct ober . " This is in 2003 | ast year, or but one. "W want
this meeting to reject the idea of the whol esal e di sposal of
| ocal run golf courses.” A very clear statenent.

He al so continued, "Wilst | have no personal objection to
private noney being used to upgrade facilities at the | oca
authority golf courses, | am opposed to them being hived off."

Again, | couldn't agree nore.

H s col |l eague Councillor Schofield said sonething very
simlar, "W want to see local golf courses kept in the contro
of the local authority."” A very precise statenent, "And the
City Council have an obligation to | ocal people in Halton" - he
was referring there to a specific interest but it was a genera
comment he was making - "to maintain Tenpl enewsamas a |locally
run facility and they should be | ooking at making the
i nvest mnent needed to upgrade the car park,", etc., etc., "but
nore inportantly to ensure the access to this facility for
| ocal people." | am sure Councillor Schofield would say, if |
could see himhere, would be saying, "Yes, it would be right
for Tenpl enewsam It would also be right for Roundhay."

And so we are faced with making this bal anced judgnent.
Is it right to sell off - it is actually a |ong | ease being
proposed of 75 years but for nost of us, some of you |ess |ucky
ones who don't have ny anticipated | ongevity won't see the 75
years out, but quite frankly, it is equivalent alnost to
selling off. And so the proposal is to do just that with
certain conditions which are very good conditions, ones | do,
of course, support, and it depends then on the bal ance.

If the premumpaid for this 9-hole golf course in the
nost expensive part of Leeds sells for £1 mllion, that woul d
be, if I work it out correctly, about £13,000 a year over the
75 years. That is a danm good bargain for soneone, but at
least £1 mllion premumis a reasonable figure and | think
nost would say if that's the case and the conditions which have
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been put in are maintained and the investnent proposed - we
don't know how rmuch it is because it is not specified - goes
in, that woul d appear to be a reasonable figure.

If it is half a mllion premum then the bal ance cones
much nore close to being either yes or no and I would say on

the bal ance at that stage | would say definitely no. There is
not the advantage to the Council in letting it go for that kind
of figure. If it goes lower than half a mllion, guess the
position you are in. It will be going for 75 years at a price
which is |l ess than the houses that overl ook the course al
round. Less, and so ---
COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: It will be going for, Bernard, will it?
COUNCI LLOR ATHA: | don't know what the price wll be. I n due

course the Council wll be entitled to know, but what | am
sayi ng, Councillor Procter, is quite sinple and even you can
understand this, that if it is £1 mllion there is a very
strong case for the process that is being gone through. If it
is half a mllion, then it is very much nore finely bal anced
and | would say in ny case the balance is wong and it should
not go for that price.

If you end up negotiating a figure under that price, then
you are getting a 9-hole golf course, a golf house and all the
other facilities and all the other works that have gone into
it, for a price less than you get froma three-bedrooned house
over | ooki ng the course.

Now, we will await and see what the end result of this
negotiation is and if, in fact, the negotiations are
satisfactory I will be the first to conplinment Andrew Carter
the Leader of the Council, because it is stupid when we al ways
oppose each ot her. I was not pleased to hear what he said
about this stealth tax he referred to. It is an unfortunate
term It is atermwith pejorative neanings, but | didn't
know about it. Now | do and | thank you for telling us
because we shoul d take note of things which adversely affect
t he people in Leeds.

THE LORD MAYOR: Council l or Atha, you have run out of tinme, | am
af rai d.
COUNCI LLOR ATHA: | have indeed, and I was just in full flow
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COUNCI LLOR LANCASTER: Lord Mayor, | wish to speak to page 75,

m nute 255, with reference to The Mansi on at Roundhay. I
want to take this opportunity to nention about the Leeds
Tapestry because it was in this Chanber that it was nentioned
that there m ght be roomfor the tapestry after the
renovations, so | just want to bring Menbers up to date that
this tapestry, which was initiated in 1992 and depicts people,
activities, scenes, buildings of Leeds and incorporates a w de
variety of subjects fromsports, health, education to
transport, the |legal sector and the environnent has been
created by 600 volunteers, 520 sponsors have participated in
bringing this tapestry alive, and that is from people from al
over the City to contribute to that effort.

Several other tapestries in the UK all have a pernmanent
hone, and the tapestry noved fromthe Royal Arnouries to the
Li brary | ast October, and every tinme it noves it costs
t housands of pounds which are raised by volunteers fromthe
books and tal ks that they give and other noney that they apply
for fromorgani sations, so on that | have to say | amvery
pl eased with negotiations with the Leeds Library that they have
agreed to keep the tapestry at the Central Library until My
2007, which gives us a breathing space to pursue this, where
the tapestry is best suited, whether it is in The Mnsion,
whi ch seens to have a | ot of support for that, but it is
whet her the logistics of that will be. | just really want to
ask Menbers for the support to conme up with other ideas or to
support the idea that they do | ook at The Mansi on. Thank you,
Lord Mayor

COUNCI LLOR LOBLEY: Lord Mayor, | would like to al so speak on
page 75, minute 255, just really to add ny support to what
Counci |l or Lancaster has to say. | don't know how many peopl e
in the chanber here have been to see the Leeds Tapestry.
was alerted to it by one of ny local residents and it really is

absol utely fabul ous. It covers the whole history of Leeds.
It has nunerous |ocal distinguished people and possibly al so
Bernard as well (Interruptions). Yes, in the historical

section, and it really is something worth going to see, so if
anyone does have the tine | would urge you to go down to the
Central Library. | amvery pleased that they have given a

| eave of stay for another couple of years for that, and |, too,
al so, would like to see a permanent hone for the tapestry, and
| very much hope that we will be able to do sonethi ng whereby
The Mansion could be its final resting place, although | do
appreciate that there are all sorts of issues involved in that,
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so, anyway, here is looking to the future. Thank you.
( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: | will deal with the last comments first |
t hi nk. Il would also |like to thank all those who have

previ ously been involved in the tapestry for creating it in the
first instance, everybody because people across all parties
wer e invol ved. I ndeed, | seemto remenber that Councillor
Loudon was heavily involved in the tapestry when it was first
br ought about. Al'l those who had contributed to the tapestry
in the first instance we owe thanks to, but also can | say that
the present - "commttee"” isn't the right word, really.

COUNCI LLOR LANCASTER: Board of Trustees.

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: The present Board of Trustees for their

qui et determ nation and perseverance in pressuring el ected
Menmbers and al so O ficers of Council to nake sure that we do
what is right and that is find a permanent hone for the
tapestry and al so provide a degree of certainty to its medium
term future. I, too, amdelighted that we have nmanaged to do
that in the Central Library, and hopefully the project
conmttee wll be able to secure a nore permanent and | ong-term
hone within the devel opnment that will be The Mansion, and |
sincerely hope that that is the case.

When peopl e nmenti on The Mansion, unlike Councillor Bl ake,
| don't go weak at the knees. It is a sensitive
(I nterruptions) It has been a sensitive --- Counci | I or
Bl ake shoul d go weak at the knees because soneone sonewhere
(i naudi bl e) the previous schenme was weak in the head, that's

for sure. | am pleased that we will be able to bring a report
to the next Executive Board outlining what | believe are first-
rate plans for The Mansion and | hope - | hope - having fixed

the unholy ness that the Labour G oup got us into, that we wl|l
see their full support for these inaginative ideas.

Lord Mayor, let me now turn to the conments nmade by
Counci | I or At ha. Gar bage, garbage, garbage.

COUNCI LLOR LYONS: You aren't collecting that either.
(Laught er)

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: Ref use col | ection does not fall under ny
portfolio.
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I know Bernard is not quite as youthful as he was, not
quite the Peter Pan of the Council Chanber as sonme try to
portray him (lnterruptions) but Bernard, really, you know, you
really need to devel op your short-termnenory a little better,
never mnd your |ong-term nmenory. It really is quite strange
and again, of course, those who are famliar with the routine
wi || understand that Bernard, being an old hand at these
matters, not only puts a question down in Council but also
selects the very sane mnute as well ---

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: What a coi nci dence ---

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: -- to ask a question on. Normal Iy his
Chief Whip really doesn't seemto |ike Bernard asking the

questions so he forms themin such a way that he never actually
answers the question ---

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: | noticed that.
COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: -- but he hasn't quite found out how to
stop hi m maki ng the sanme fool point in the full Counci
Meet i ng. Agai n, those who know how Bernard operates will know

that in advance of him speaking in this place about anything
first of all he issues a press rel ease, Labour G oup news

rel ease should | say, and again for those of you who know how
Bernard operates they know that what he actually says in these
things - or should | say the people in the back office, what
they say - what they actually say he says never actually
correlates with what he actually says when he gets in here,
does it? So it is interesting that Councillor Atha talks
about all these issues about public assets. I nmean, he then
goes on in the final paragraph of this - this just nust be
Bernard, it cannot be people in the back office because they
are New Labour and we know Bernard is old Labour ---

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER He is just old.

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: He tal ks about we should stop selling the
vital assets belonging to the citizens of Leeds, and that
t hese assets shoul d be bequeathed to future generations and
I ndeed our forebears. | nmean, you know, really, this is the
guy here who has presided over the biggest sell off - he and
hi s predecessors - the biggest sell-off of assets this Counci

has ever had over the | ast 24 years. You have di sposed of
things left, right, and centre and, to be frank, when we were
sat over there we were scratching our heads thinking, "Well, by
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the time we are over here is there going to be anything left?
There will be nothing left to fund a capital programme, wll
t here? O course there won't." Pretty nmuch like the
travesty that is the rest of the lack of investnment wthin
Lei sure Servi ces.

Sports centres - how nuch do we need there? well, £50
mllion, £60 mllion to sort the sports centres out. What
about the parks as well? How nuch do we need to sort all of
our parks out? Don't know, probably another £10 mllion or
t her eabout s. Li brari es. VWhat about our libraries? Sorting
all of our library problens out - again, who knows? Anot her
£15 mllion to £20-odd mllion as well. None of which has
ever been thought about in ternms of planned preventative
mai nt enance. None of which was ever factored in year on year
with their capital programme, and exactly the sane applies to
gol f courses. Never supported, never funded, never invested
in.

| think there was this sort of idea, "Well, really, you
know, our constituents don't really play golf, do they, so we
don't really need to be bothered about them™ Forgive nme if

that's not the case but | have to say to the people who use
muni ci pal golf courses around this Cty that is their view,
that is for sure.

Lord Mayor, Bernard knows how nmuch we are going to sel

the |l ease interest for a limted period for. The | ease
I nterest. He knows that because he comments that in his press
rel ease. He actually falls foul of the code of standards.
COUNCI LLOR ATHA: No, it is actually --- Poi nt of order,
before he makes a fool of hinself, it is actually in the
m nut es.

THE LORD MAYOR: Sit down, Councillor Atha, you are out of
or der.

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: Oh what a wonderful turn of phrase you
have, Lord Mayor

Councillor Atha states in the news release that we are

selling it too cheaply. Vel |, he nust therefore know how nuch
the sale of the lease is for. He was very careful to dance
around the below the Iine issues. | did mention to his Chief

Whi p that he woul d be best advised to do so or el se we woul d be
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seeking advice fromthe Chief Legal Oficer. He knows f ul

wel | because he has seen the pink papers what the proposal is.
Once again Bernard is in variance to the views of presumably

the rest of the Labour Goup, but particularly the Leader of

t he Labour G oup because when this matter was considered at the

Executive Board neeting Councillor Wakefield didn't object ---

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: | opposed it.

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: Well, Keith, if you opposed it you
certainly didn't subsequently seek to correct the m nutes
because in the copy of the mnutes that | have got here it
doesn't say that you opposed it at all. It says that ---

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: | want to explain the conversation we
had at the Executive Board ---

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: Well, it says here that there was nobody
who was opposing this proposal.

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: Mark agrees | opposed it.

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: | ndeed. Per haps you shoul d have
corrected the m nutes of the Executive Board at the
appropriate tine.

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: Per haps you shoul d have listened a bit
nor e.

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: The fact of the matter is that this is a
policy that was set in train by the |ast Labour

adm ni strati on. They knew the situation. They knew t he
proposal s. They knew the pl ans, because they drew t hem up.
You drew the proposal s up. You drew the plans up, and the

only reason, the single only reason why this hadn't already
happened before this adm nistration cane into office was
because of a mnor detail, a mnor detail (lnterruptions) that
Councillors Harris and Carter wanted clarifying at the rel evant
Executive Board neeting. It was they who actually ---

THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Procter, I'"'msorry, you have run
out of tine. | shall have to ask you to sit down.

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: Thank you, Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

THE LORD MAYOR: And unfortunately, Menbers of Council, and
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pl ease don't shoot the nessenger, | did hint earlier that
there was a possibility we mght not get through this section.

I ndeed we haven't. We are now at the stage where we have to
call on Councillor Harris to exercise the right of reply for
this section of the mnutes, and after that we will break for
t ea.

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: Lord Mayor, can | just first of all say
sonething to M ck Lyons: Pl ease go back to Myunt St
Mary's and tell the children that they pray to the same God as
Jews and Muslins. The m sconception that we don't breeds
di vi si on and m sunderstanding, so that is the first thing.

Now, Roundhay Colf Course. Let ne finish off what I
think John was trying to say, although in fairness ny
recollection is that Keith Wakefield did object, even if the
m nute does not reflect it. However, that does not detract
fromthe fact that the proposal to | ease off our golf courses
was a Labour adm nistration proposal that you brought to
Executive Board several years ago, at which point Andrew Carter
and | asked you to get on wth it because we told you the
mar ket was failing and you ummid and ah'd and sonme of you
wanted to and sonme of you didn't, and there was a strong market
then and admttedly now the nmarket is weaker now but had you
I npl ement ed your own policy instead of prevaricating, which is
the way in which you conducted so nany things, then we woul d
have had an i nmmense capital receipt instead of the nmuch | ower
capital receipt that we may now have to accept.

Well, of course, | amnot as stupid as you think I amto
put those figures into the public domain.

I want to deal with this appalling drivel that Councill or
Bl ake and ot her Labour Councillors are peddling about the way
in which this adm ni stration approaches issues to do with
deprivation and people in a variety of need where we have a
duty to help them and you are peddling these m sconceptions and
hal f-truths, | have to say, all the tine. The hal f-truth that
we are responsible for what happened at St. Anne's Detox, the
hal f-truth that you tried to introduce that sonmehow we were
responsi ble for the lack of funding for the Racial Harassnent
Project, the half-truth now that we are just closing hostels
and throwi ng needy people out on the street without anything to
repl ace that service. It is a half-truth and it is m sleading
and it is dishonest of you because ---
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COUNCI LLOR ATHA: It is half true, is it? (I nterruptions)

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: Yes, it is. Well, unfortunately, let ne
tell you, unfortunately, Bernard, as a historian | know

the Nazis prospered on selling half-truths, and it is the snal
lie, it is the small half-lie that is the one too often that is
accept ed. Now, you are |ike dinosaurs; you want to keep
peopl e institutionalised. If it had been up to you, you would
have kept public bat h-houses because we al ways had them as an
authority, instead of bringing forward ot her neasures that
provi de better, nore conprehensive services to help people in
need |i ke the Sanctuary Schene, |ike the PFI Schene that we are
I ntroduci ng now for people wth special needs to get rid of the
hostel s that we have had for years which keeps them cl oseted
together in awful, old-fashioned institutions, and yet you tel
t he peopl e of Leeds that sonmehow we don't care and we are
throw ng them on the scrapheap. It is alie and you should be
ashamed of yoursel ves.

Counci |l or Dowson, | don't renenber your Governnent sayi ng
we coul d have the noney to fund schools for 20, 25, 15 to a
cl ass. Bel i eve ne, | et your Government give us the noney and
we w Il fund schools at that size but they don't. They don't
give us the noney to do it, and they never gave your
adm ni stration the noney to do it, and that is why when you

were in control you were faced with cl osures. | don't
remenber you not closing Bentley Primary School or not closing
schools in Ol ey. You did close them because you knew t he

probl em of funding but interestingly, and I renenber making
this point at Executive Board, the nonent you side-stepped the
politically tough decision on Potternewton Primary two years
ago, you were | eaving open the certainty that there would then
be problens in that primary review area and what you have done,
just like with the golf courses, is you prevaricated as a group
and you have si de-stepped the issue instead of facing the hard
reality of what has to be done, and we are going to have to

| ook at that primary review area. W have got to reviewit,
as we have got to review the rest of the city now, a job |eft
hal f done that we have had to pick up the pieces to deal wth,
and we are not going to be irresponsible the way you were in

| eavi ng j obs half done.

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: How many have you cl osed, Mark?

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: Does that nmean you are going to cl ose
school s?
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COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: Yes, it means we will have to cl ose school s

wi t hout any questi on. (I nterruptions)

Now, Mount St. Mary's. Vll, | don't want to get into a
"Bash the Catholic Di ocese" session. Al I wuld say is, and
you know | say this as sonebody who represents an outer |eafy
suburb, | was shocked by what | found in that primary revi ew
ar ea. | was appalled that any child has to be educated, as

much as everybody is devoted to it, that they have to be
educated on that site where sadly Mount St. Mary's is
(i naudi bl e). It is Third World standard. It is appalling
t hat anybody has been left there. | was shocked at sone of
the deprivation | saw when | nmet Sue Mudie at Richnond Hill
Primary, and | have to say | didn't make the connection that
she was George's wife - it wouldn't have nade any difference.

| was shocked. | have not seen deprivation like that in a
long tinme. When | saw sone of those kids | could see in their
eyes a dullness that sort of shouted desperation and | ack of
hope, so we are going to have to do sonething there, but it is
a situation made a hundred tines worse by the conplications of
the Mount St. Mary's position that the D ocese has effectively
forced on us.

Finally, | just want to cone back to the question of the
Nort h-West SILC You know, we have this discussion so often
now, and there will come a tinme legitimtely when you will be
able to say to us as an adm nistration, "Those initiatives are
all yours. You thought them up, you introduced themt and then
we will have to absolutely stand behi nd what we have done, but
the SILC came fromyour Governnment, it was your adm nistration
that brought forward the plans and we have inplenented it, so
to sonmehow make out the suggestion that the SILCs are sone evil
pl ot on behal f of the nasty Tories and the daft Liberals and
the funny Geens is absolutely (Interruptions) That is a
whol e truth. It is absolutely ridiculous.

Now, | heard Baroness Warnock speak as well, and there is
no question what she is now saying is that, you know, the
fanmbus Warnock Report was either msinterpreted or over-
ent husi asti c educationalists have taken it nuch further than
what she had intended, and Andrew and | and Ri chard have
already said quite clearly that there is going to be now a
fundamental review of this authority's policy as concerns
provi sion for Special Education Needs.
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| am not going to say obviously what wll conme out of that
review, but it has to be | ooked at. It is quite clear there
Is a national nood now that things have gone too far and we
have to | ook at the precise way in which we can best serve al
our children, nost of whom | believe will benefit from
i ncl usi ve education, but those who nmaybe in extrene cases stil
need separate specialist provision, we are going to have to
|l ook at it and decide what is the best way forward.

Wth all these things | reiterate and underline we are not
going to shirk these things. You are beginning to hold us to
account for very difficult decisions that we are naking. e
wi Il stand by those decisions because it is the responsible
thing of a responsible adm nistration. ( Appl ause)

THE LORD MAYOR: Thank you, Councillor Harris. | did have ny
finger on the button. It never got pushed down but it
certainly would have done in another second or two.

Perfect tim ng.

Can | invite nmenbers of the public to join us for tea in
t he Banquet Hall . Bef ore we go, we need to just take a vote
on the section of the agenda that we have covered. | also
need to tell you that we really need to be back in the chanber
at 5 mnutes to 6 because - | know it should be half an hour
and it is only going to be just over 25 m nutes but we have got
a trenendously | ong agenda ahead of us and not all of us want
to be here into the mddle of the night, so with your kind co-
operation we will reconvene at 5 to 6.

Wth those few words, can | just ask Council to approve
the m nutes that we have been debating for the past hour and a
hal f .

(The notion was carried)

(Short adj our nnent)

THE LORD MAYOR: Thank you for being so pronpt, |adies and
gent | ermen. Can | ask Councillor Procter to nove a
variation in Council procedures in order for us to take the
first two Wite Papers.

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: My Lord Mayor, | amactually noving a

variation of the variation as well, so | nove in the terns
of the order paper with the exclusion of the final sentence,
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Lord Mayor
THE LORD MAYCR Thank you. | s that understood?
COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: Don't worry about it.

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: Lord Mayor, they don't need to understand it
- just vote for it.

THE LORD MAYOR: WIIl Councillor Ham|lton second it?

COUNCI LLOR M HAM LTON: | would like to second that, Lord
Mayor .

THE LORD MAYCR Thank you very nuch, so there's two of them

understand it. Real | y the purpose, as | understand it,

is to enable the Wiite Paper notions in the nanme of Councill or
Grayshon to still proceed but, because he is not here, for
sonebody else to do it. Is that it? Ckay. So everybody
understands it now. Thank you very nuch.

Can we then first of all take item 10, White Paper.
Sorry, | keep forgetting that we need to vote. Very difficult

to remenber that we are in a denocracy! Al'l those in favour
of that change?  Thank you very nuch. That is virtually
unani nous, so | won't even ask for those against. h,
Councill or Driver. I mght well have known.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: Ever the rebel.
THE LORD MAYOR: | ndeed. So now | think we can go on to Item
10, the White Paper notion about Morley Rugby Union
Foot bal | Cl ub.

| TEM 10 - WHI TE PAPER MOTI ON - MORLEY RUFC

COUNCI LLOR FI NNI' GAN: My Lord Mayor, we are grateful to the
Council for agreeing to take this particular resol ution.
If we can explain that Councillor Gayshon is presently out in
Sri Lanka in (Inaudible) undertaking some work with the charity
that he hel ped set up, which is the reason he can't be with us
t oday.

Il will formally nove the resol ution. W went to

Twi ckenham It was an excel | ent day. Leeds won the major
cup, Morley won the secondary cup, and even the junior cup was
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won by a Sheffield team so it was pretty nuch a Yorkshire

whi t ewash. | think that is excellent. W are particularly
pl eased that Morley dug in deep and worked very hard to achieve
this. | formally nove the resolution, Lord Mayor, thank you

COUNCI LLOR BEEVERS: Lord Mayor, | am seconding the resolution as
a proud Morleian who attended with nmy coll eagues Councillors
Fi nni gan and Grayshon Tw ckenham on that day. This was a
remar kabl e achi evenment froma small club that does not have the
same access to many of the resources avail able to bigger clubs.
Morl ey Rugby Club battled and showed grit and determ nation

in winning this conpetition. This is the Leeds way. This is
particularly the Mrley way. | formally second this
resol ution. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR JENNI NGS: Lord Mayor, just a very brief comment to
support this White Paper. As has al ready been referred

to, that afternoon at Tw ckenham was a great afternoon for
Yor kshire rugby, both for the Sheffield team for Mrley and
for Leeds Tykes w nning the Powergen Cup, which incidentally
nmeans that for the first tine ever, | believe, in history the
top prize for both codes of rugby are held in the sanme city,
which is a great credit to this Cty.

For any rugby player to play at Twi ckenhamis the
ultimate, be it at any level, and | think in many ways the
Morl ey achievenent at its own | evel may be seen to be better
than that of Leeds Tykes because, unlike a Prem er Division
teamthat only enters the Powergen Cup in the | ater stages of
the tournanent, Mirley had to fight its way right through from
t he begi nning when | believe there were over 200 teans invol ved
to reach the final - a great credit to Morley and Leeds, as is
the victory of Leeds Tykes. ( Appl ause)

THE LORD MAYOR: Counci | | or Finnigan, do you want to comrent
further?

COUNCI LLOR FI NNI GAN: Put it to the vote, Lord Mayor, thank
you.

(The notion was carried unani nously)

| TEM 11 - VWHI TE PAPER MOTI ON - VE DAY AND VJ DAY

THE LORD MAYOR: Item 11, | understand again that we have a
slight change in that |I believe that Councillor Elliott is
nmovi ng White Paper 11, is that right?
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COUNCI LLOR ELLI OTT: My Lord Mayor, | would like to propose the
resolution that this Council sends grateful appreciation
on the occasion of the 60th Anniversary of VE Day and VJ Day to
t he people of Leeds and further afield who served in the Second
Worl d War. We al so send our grateful thanks to those who
served in the Armed Forces in current day conflicts.

Regarding Victory in Europe Day, this was on May 8th in
1945, the date when the Allies during the Second Wrld War
formally cel ebrated the defeat of Nazi Germany and the end of
Adol ph Hitler's Third Reich. On that date nassive
cel ebrations took place, notably in London where over 1 mllion
peopl e cel ebrated in a carnival atnosphere the end of the
Eur opean \War

The rationing of food and clothing was to continue for a
nunber of years. In London crowds nassed in particular in
Trafal gar Square and up the Mall to Bucki ngham Pal ace where
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth, acconpanied by the Prine
M nister Wnston Churchill appeared on the bal cony of the
Pal ace to cheering crowds. Princess Elizabeth and her sister
Princess Margaret were all owed to wander anonynously anong the
crowds and take part in the celebrations in London.

In the United States President Harry Truman, who
cel ebrated his 61st birthday that day, dedicated the victory to
the nenory of his predecessor Franklin D. Roosevelt because he
had been so commtted to ending the war. Roosevelt had died
| ess than a nonth earlier on April 12th.

The Allies had agreed to mark May 9th 1945 as VE Day but
western journalists broke the news of Germany's surrender
prematurely, precipitating the earlier celebration. The
Sovi et Union kept to the agreed date and Russia and ot her
countries still conmenorate the end of the Second Wrld War, a
significant part of which is known as the Geat Patriotic \Var
in Russia and other parts of the fornmer Soviet Union, as
Victory Day on May 9th.

By 8th May 1945 nost of Germany had al ready been taken by
Al'lied Forces, hence VE Day itself was not such a drastic
change for nost German civilians. In the years after VE Day
was predom nantly perceived as the day of defeat, but over the
decades this perception changed, culmnating in the speech by
West Gernman President Richard von (Inaudible) on the 40th
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Anni versary of VE Day in 1985 in which he called the 8th My
the Day of Liberation fromthe Nazi Governnent.

Regardi ng VJ Day in Japan 1945, on August 6th 1945 at 8. 15
the first atom c bonb was dropped froma B29 Superfortress

bonber on Hi roshi na. The bonb was codenaned "Little Boy".
70, 000 people were killed. On August 9th 1945 the second
atom ¢ bonb was dropped froma B29 on Nagasaki . A second B29
carried Goup Captain Leonard Cheshire VC as an observer. On

15t h August 1945 Japan surrender ed. When the war in Japan
ended the cel ebrations seemed nuch nore subdued than the VE
cel ebrations but neverthel ess everyone celebrated in the hope
that this was a war to end all wars.

In July of this year Leeds Gty Council are holding a
speci al cel ebration to commenorate both VE Day and VJ Day. e
are proud that Leeds Gty Council is comenorating these
i nportant events which have affected the whol e worl d. Thank
you, mnmy Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)
COUNCI LLOR LEADLEY: My Lord Mayor, | wish to second the notion
now put forward by Councillor Elliott and add a few words
of coment.

We are now well into |osing the generation which fought
the Second World War, as we have all but totally |ost those who
fought the First World War, but for many years we will have a

| ot of younger people who were children in Wrld War 11

In both Europe and the Far East the remarkabl e feature of

Wrld War Il was the huge nunber of civilian deaths, often of
hel pl ess i nnocents in the nost awful ways. This is sonething
we shoul d never forget. Thank you, my Lord Mayor. (Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: Lord Mayor, that | was able to correct
Councillor Lyons a few mi nutes ago on matters of religion,
and that we can stand here today and throw insults across the
chanber at each other with reasonable inmpunity, is entirely due
to the fact that Facismwas defeated in 1945, and that was

Faci sm across the board. That sort of freedomis not easily
won and we ought not to lightly forget it, just as nuch as we
shoul d renmenber everybody who fought, | think, and as Tom has

nmenti oned, all those people, innocents who died, we ought also
| think in the sane breath to say thank you to the entire

civilian popul ation. It was a total effort during the | ast
War to defeat Facism and those forces - | use the word
advi sedly - forces of evil they were. | don't often use that
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word but | really do believe they were forces of evil.

So we have a great debt and we ought to be truly grateful
and thankful and we ought not to forgot what all those people
have bequeat hed to us. Thank you, Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: My Lord Mayor, | amvery happy to
associ ate nyself and indeed all the Conservative G oup

with this resol ution. Most of us in this Council Chanber wl|
have had near relatives who participated in the Second Wrl d
War at sone |evel, whether it be in the Armed Forces or equally
importantly in keeping norale at hone at a high | evel and
contributing to the war effort by producing armanents or i ndeed
growi ng food. So nost of us will have nmenories of very dear
rel atives, near relatives, who fought or worked for our victory
in the Second Worl d War.

Many of us will also have friends or relatives who
unfortunately have been involved in subsequent conflicts.
Judith nmentioned the war to end all wars. What a great
tragedy it didn't prove to be that and too many conflicts have
taken pl ace subsequently. My cousin's husband fought in the
G oucesters in Korea, and those of you who know your history
will know they called themthe d orious d oucesters. They
were stranded for days on a pile of nmud surrounded by Chi nese
and Korean troops.

Al so Menbers of Council, of course, not |ong gone from
this chanber, sonme now sadly passed away, played considerable
roles actually in the fighting part of the Armed Services.

One of ny col | eagues, Ji m Bashall, who many of you w ||
renmenber, was an extrenely distinguished servicenman and it nade
me renenber that many of the people who cane back fromthe war
came back seriously danmaged in health and for the rest of their
i ves what had happened to themin the war just affected them
extrenely badly, shortened their lives, gave rise to all sorts
of illnesses subsequently caused by their injuries or illnesses
that they suffered far from hone. Many of us can, | think,
quote cases |ike that, and we should renenber their service to
this country.

Mark is right. It is not too strong a word to say that a
cloud of evil descended on the continent of Europe. It also
descended further away, and | do think we sonetinmes forget that
in the Far East our soldiers, Australian soldiers, Anmerican
sol di ers, Mal ayan sol diers, Indian and Pakistani soldiers were
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treated little better than a lot of the victins of the
concentration canps when they were caught. Pictures of sone of
those sol diers who were captured is alnost as horrific, if not
as horrific, as sone of the photographs we see of the
atrocities in the concentration canps.

| just hope that when we all celebrate, as we will, and
gi ve thanks to the people who fought or worked for our victory
in the Second Wrld War, | just hope all of us in Europe and

across the world can reflect on the conments that | think many
people will make as well as you, Judith, that it was supposed
to be, as was the First Wrld War, the war to end all wars, but
it sinply wasn't the case, and you have to wonder how much

| onger we have to go on having conflicts that can be settled
hopeful | y by reasonabl e people tal king to each ot her.

Sonmeone once said to ne politics is wonderful because at
the end of the day invariably you conprom se, because
i nvariably nost of us in this Chanber are at bottom perfectly
reasonabl e and can see that there can be differences of views
whi ch we argue out - we argue out between ourselves very
forcibly - but at the end of the day we do conme to an
agr eenent . If only that could happen on a nuch w der scale
t hen perhaps we wouldn't, or generations in the future
woul dn't, have to be recording resolutions |Iike this which,
wel come though it is, really, | think, rem nds us of what hunman
nature is all about and that really perhaps we don't advance as
much as we ought as the years go by. Thank you, mny Lord
Mayor . ( Appl ause)
COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: Lord Mayor, naturally |I would like to
associ ate our Labour G oup with many of the comments that
have been said, and | won't try and repeat many of them but I
think it is inportant the point being made that it was nen and
wonen fromall races and all religions that sacrificed their
lives to give us the kind of peace and security we now enj oy.
And, of course, as you rightly say, it wasn't just mlitary
forces, it was civilians, it was people working in nmunitions,
it was people who were doing the Honme Guard, and so on.

Councillor Bernard Atha told ne a story about the bonbing
around this place which | think is very rel evant because |
under stand that bonbs went off in LG, the Town Hall, indeed
the Museum and sadly and tragically on a group of flats just
up by the LA, and | think although the H roshim bonb is
horrific in ternms of its scale, sone of those small stories get
over the evils of war a |lot nore powerfully than that.
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You know, originally, until the format was changed,
want ed Councillor Lyons, who did serve in the Korean War with
nmedal s, and indeed Councillor Lewis to speak instead of ne
because | thought that was a far nore powerful nessage in terns
of peopl e who have served and sacrificed and the future
generations who actually are here today, as you rightly say,
because people sacrificed things - their lives - which | doubt
very much we woul d get today in such a way that they did in
Second World War. So, as Mark says, today, of course it is
going to get heated, of course there are going to be insults,
of course there is going to be anger, but above all we ought to
remenber ---

COUNCI LLOR LYONS: That's only the Labour G oup.

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: Yes, that's just us falling out, yes,
but we ought to just renenber why we are allowed to do

this. And | think there is sonmething a bit nore: we are
public representatives and public Councils and | think Andrew
I's right. In a sense these resolutions are inportant, but we

have al so got a duty and a responsibility to make sure those
peopl e you have tal ked about who cane over for the War, were
injured, ill health and so on, they are | ooked after by public
servants and public service, and | think if anything that is
sonet hing that we shoul d renenber every day of the year and

al so cel ebrate both Arm stice Day and days |ike this.

I think July 17th, as Judith nmentioned, is a great
opportunity for all of us to go along to the Town Hall - |
think that is where sone of the -- 3 o'clock and 4 o' clock -
and | would want as nmany people in Leeds to do that because al
we need to say to people is, the people who sacrificed, sadly
many of them not here, is thank you because what you have done
is allow us to becone a great Gty and a great country for your
sacrifices. | nove, Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR D. BLACKBURN: Lord Mayor, | would like to join and

associ ate our Goup with this notion. War is a very,
very evil thing but on occasions is necessary, and 60 years ago
It was necessary. Total evil existed in Germany and in Japan

and, to protect things |ike ourselves, denocracy, and so we can
do what we do today, a generation of people had to give up
t heir yout h.

| amalso glad to see within the notion it nentions the
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peopl e who served out in the Far East. As some of you know,
nmy father, who died a week |ast Friday, served out in the Far

East . He spent about three years in his early twenties out
there, taken away fromhis famly, thousands and thousands of
mles away fromhis kith and kin, but, | nmean, at |east he cane
back. A lot of people didn't conme back, and we owe a great,

great debt to those people. Thank you, Lord Mayor.
( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR LYONS: Lord Mayor, the reason that | amin Leeds is
that nmy dad served in the First Wrld War in the
(?) Connaught Rangers, an Irish regi nent. He was gassed and
| ost the use of his right hand so they put themon the troop
shi ps and sent them across and then on trains and he finished
up in Leeds in a mlitary hospital in Leeds.

After the First Wrld War, he had to keep com ng back for
operations, so nmy nmamsaid, "We're fed up of you going back to
Leeds" so they all got together on a train, ne with them and
we came back to Leeds. That is how | come to be annoying the
Li beral s and Tories and, by the way, ny dad was a nenber of the
Labour Party.

But as far as | am concerned what they said then, and as a
lad | remenber it, "Honmes fit for heroes to live in" was the
banners. That's why | joined the Labour Party, because they
didn't conme up with their prom ses, but taking it on from
there, during the war ny brother served in the Gordon
Hi ghl anders. He was m ssing and was wounded, and so war to
me, you know when they started in the sixties wearing them
badges, "Make |ove not war", that's what | was wearing, "Make
| ove not war". Now | wonder what it's about. | don't know
much about war and |'ve forgotten all | knew about | ove!
(Laught er)

It goes on. The hardshi ps and the nornal people that
lived in Leeds, when you tal k about bonbing places |ike this,
it was nore inportant to us that |ived on the estates in the
city that they were aimng for the marshalling yards and that
was Leeds City Station, Marsh Lane, Neville H Il and across
there, and they nust have been drinking schnapps or sunmat
because they m ssed nost of themand hit the pub. They hit
one of the pubs. It didn't matter because we had a | ot nore
pubs, but they hit the chip shop. They bonbed our chip shop.

That is a fact, is that, they bonbed our chip shop and the
direct hits that they scored on was schools up Ell erby Lane,
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di fferent places like that. We t hought, you know, as far as

we were concerned, going to school, it was wonderful going to
school then. They boarded all the wi ndows up and put tape on
and all that. You didn't get caned as nmuch, and I went to a

Cat holic school and you al ways got the bl oody cane at a
Cat hol i ¢ school .

But if you go on about the war and the people that served
in the wars, what we should be thinking about is that we are
stood here in a place where it should be denocracy and argue
out our differences with denocracy. W should be all very
proud that we represent the people of Leeds and enabled to do
it and we are only here because of people who lost mllions and
mllions of people trying to do it.

| fortunately or unfortunately got called up and I was in
t he Northunberland Fusiliers, and I was on that sane hill next
to the G oucesters, and it was alright but your corned beef got
all warmin this kind of weather, so that's the only thing
t here. But it was tragic all the way round because peopl e
that you knew one day you had to | eave behind, and we didn't
bring our dead out, we left them and went back and buried them
| ater, not |ike American Marines, but thousands and thousands
of people in Leeds and the people that | represent and the
people that | go to the hones for, you can see photographs of a
young lad with sergeant's stripes up and you are taking to an
80 or 90 year old chap. They were the people that went
f or war d. There was no suggesti on what soever of them not
goi ng. Everybody did it and everybody went forward.

Il willingly joined in this support to say to those that
are left, but we have forgotten a hell of a | ot because we are

still fighting damm wars. W are still going to war. W are
still saying which is the best gun to kill sonebody wth. You
know, one of these days it will stop but until it does we can

just keep arguing in this chanber. Thank you, Lord Mayor.
( Appl ause)

THE LORD MAYCR Thank you, Councillor Lyons. | amtold that
Counci |l or James Lewis who was to follow Councillor Lyons
has deci ded that he is not going to attenpt to do that. I
can't say that | blane him He has wi t hdrawn. Can | then go
on to Councillor Feldman to conment.

COUNCI LLOR FELDVAN: My Lord Mayor, Judith commented about the
fact that how many people in London went to the Pal ace.
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| think that she doesn't realise possibly, living in Mrley,
how many people in Leeds went to cel ebrate. | was a young | ad
at the time and there's not many here who will renenber that
when the war ended t here sonehow seenmed to be an urge to cone
to town. | don't know why it was. W all walked to town and
| have never ever been in such a crush as there was in town.

| have been to football matches, Cup finals and everything, but
it was absolutely inpossible. | went down with four friends
to Leeds and | hate to admt it, | lost three of them and one
coul dn't wander around - you just went along with the surge.

| renmenber going up Park Row where the Art Gallery had
been when it had been actually hit by an incendiary bonb. You
didn't go where you wanted, you just went where the crowd went.

There was that feeling that the war had ended. Everyone had
had fam |y who were in the Arny. My brother had been in the
Army. O hers had had relatives all over and there was this
t remendous urge. It wasn't only in London, Judith, it was

t hroughout the country, everybody wanted to go and end up nost
probably as we did somewhere round the Town Hall because you
couldn't nove, as | say, you went with the crowd.

My only other point is this, there is a fanpbus song that

says, "Wien will they ever learn?" and | think it is the nost
poi gnant statenent that can ever be nmade. "When will they
ever |earn?" Thank you. ( Appl ause)
COUNCI LLOR ELLI OTT: My Lord Mayor, Ronnie is quite right. | am

sure that there were cel ebrations throughout the whol e of

Engl and, if not the whole of the world, but I do have to admt
that I wasn't ol d enough to renenber what was going on at the
tinme. That's nmy excuse and | amsticking to it.

| appreciate what has been said around the chanber. | am
sure that we could stay here all evening hearing people
remnisce if not of their own experiences of famly's
experiences, so | thank everybody again, and thank you very
much, Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

(The notion was carri ed)

| TEM 12 - VWHI TE PAPER MOTI ON - PROVI SI ON OF SOCI AL SERVI CES

COUNCI LLOR HARRAND: My Lord Mayor, | think that was the only
debate in history of the City Council that includes
reference to H roshinma and Councillor Lyons' sex life.
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(Laughter) | imagine it was.
COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER They are both expl osi ve!
COUNCI LLOR PROCTER: How do you know?
COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER What M ck has told ne.
COUNCI LLOR HARRAND: Wat does Marlene ---7

Lord Mayor, | will not take |ong because what | have to
say is not at all controversial. (Laught er) I nust al so
stress it does not apply to all Menbers of the Qpposition. A
few regul ar of fenders on the other side but nost Menbers
opposite seemto understand what we are trying to do.

Sone of us in Social Services get regularly cheesed off
with a small-m nded persistent denigration of social services,
the accidental or conceivably deliberate m suse of incorrect
statistics and the use of incorrect individual circunstances
that are mles away fromthe truth

Now, we are all used to letters in the Evening Post, and
that is legitimate politics, but a lot of us find that if you
try and trace these people who wite letters to the Evening
Post the streets don't exist, the people don't exist, and
peopl e who are closely involved wth the Labour Party
(Interruptions) make party political points and forget to tel
us that they are connected to the Labour Party, so there is
some i magi native correspondence to the Eveni ng Post.

But sone of this misinformation that we grunbl e about
conmes fromreal people. In the Evening Post on March 7th
Keith spoke of £4 mllion worth of cuts. In the Eveni ng Post
on April 9th, after the General Election had been announced it
becanme £8 mllion worth of cuts. There is a lady in Keith's
ward who was told to use a Chi nese takeaway. The first tine
she was told this she was 90. A nmonth | ater she was 91. A
nonth | ater she was 80.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: It is all that Chinese food.
COUNCI LLOR HARRAND: | have spoken to the social worker who

hel ped this |ady and he thanked nme for taking the tinme to
correct this story in the letter to the Evening Post.
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Councillor Atha clainmed in the Evening Post that we were
novi ng 3, 000 peopl e out of hone help care, he said. As the
great orator to ne once said, "Garbage". Also in the letter
he accused us of renoving nedi cal support from drug-users.
Now, what on earth is nedical support to do with Leeds Gty
Counci | ? W don't have any doctors or nurses. Medi ca
support cones fromthe National Health Service, not Soci al
Servi ces. Coul d sonebody explain that to hinf

It is this repetition of cuts that nakes these ranblings

SO annoyi ng. | have said it before and I will say it again.
Your | ast budget was £184 mllion. The Coalition budget is
£200 m | 1ion. Soci al Services are spending nore this year,

this nmonth, today, 10% nore than you thought was necessary.
More noney is being put into social services, nore into
children's services, nore into adult services, nore into people
with learning difficulties services than the Labour Party
wanted, and that is the truth that one or two Menbers opposite
find indigestible.

We have a duty in law - Labour law - to review all cases.
"Cases" is the wong word, but you know what | nean. Wen we
had the Social Services Joint Review 2 years ago they said we
weren't very good at that and we ought to accelerate that.
The Audit Conm ssion, the Social Services |Inspectorate said we
were not as good as we shoul d be. Therefore we tried to put
It right.

| don't want to tal k about individual cases and | woul d
recommend that nobody el se does, but that is over to you, but
peopl e's circunstances change and different packages of care
are appropri ate. Whien we did the review, we canme across the
file of a lady who had a hysterectony and from whom we had
recently withdrawn sonme services. She had the operation 12
years ago and she was wonderi ng why peopl e kept going round
every week all these years |ater

| sit down now and let's see what you have got to say for
your sel ves. Wien | sumup later | want to take up sone
aspects of the press release that cane out |ast week fromthe
Labour Party and ---

COUNCI LLOR TAGGART: Way don't you say it now?

COUNCI LLOR HARRAND: | don't want to bore you. It wll bore
you | ater. (I nterruptions)

88



COUNCI LLOR TAGGART: We have nothing to hide.

COUNCI LLOR HARRAND: Mark earlier on described you as

di nosaurs. You remind nme of those horses at the end of
the Grand National . You know those horses that are in front
of everybody el se and can junp and go round all the fences
because they have got no jockey. They have got no jockeys.
They have thrown off the jockeys. They have no
responsi bilities. They can run faster, going off in al
di recti ons. They don't have to carry the responsibility.
Over on this side, we still have our jockeys, we still have our
responsibilities. You can chase around all over the place.

Lord Mayor, the resolution only asks for the truth, and
that is all we require from Menbers opposite. I will cone
back to the other aspects later. Thank you very nuch.

( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: Lord Mayor, | second and reserve the right to
speak, Lord Mayor. Thank you.

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: Lord Mayor, what Councillor Harrand has

done is opened up two issues. One is the integrity of
t he peopl e who have been dealing with cases, and the woman I
mentioned is an actual case. He knows that to be true and |

can certainly take himaround to the house tonorrow, and |
think there are many peopl e who have got cases here, and |
think our integrity is being questioned.

The second thing he is doing is actually trying to distort
the inmpact of the cuts that people are feeling now with the
wi t hdrawal of services, and | do find it, Peter, pretty rich
about telling the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth because sone of us can renenber Fairer Charges when the
seconder of this notion here whipped up a frenzy with the nost
vul nerabl e di sabl ed people in this Gty to pack out this place
and on the streets to tell people they would be a | ot worse
of f. Was that actually telling the whole truth, nothing but
the truth? Did he once say on their leaflet that there were
going to be people who were going to be better off? And t hey
wer e under Fairer Charging. No. So | do think, Peter, that
ki nd of comment, "The whole truth and nothing but the truth” is
pretty rich when many of us can renenber the Fairer Charges
debate and you were successful. You did whip up anxiety,
correct. They were conming in here and marching up and down.
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There were letters everywhere, but not many were truthful, and
t hat was sad.

But | think it is very dangerous when people, Councillors,
start tal king about telling the truth as if they are the only
ones who tell it and everybody el se doesn't. Let ne just
guestion sonme of the statenents you have made and whet her you
coul d be questioned whether you were telling the truth, and I
refer to the 14th of the 7th |ast year '04. " Counci | | or
Harrand woul d like to thank M. Gaye and his coll eagues in
Fi nance for their understanding of this problem and hel ping
paper over the cracks. W are now in a position to assure
Menbers of Council that actions have been taken that w |
guarantee that this potential disaster will have no inpact on
front |ine services."”

Question 2, the sane day, "As the decisions have been
made, well, again | will tell you el sewhere how we did that but
| can assure you it had no effect on direct services to elderly
people and to children in this City."

Even nore rich, and | know people or Councillor Harris was
saying on the 8th of the 9th, "I aminterested in providing
nore social services", but the other quote, Peter, on the 12th
of the 1st this year, "Can | nmake it clear again, we are not
cl osi ng any day centres. We are not closing any day centres",
he repeat ed. "We are suspending for a few weeks the Saturday
and Sunday provision of neals. They will be resuned after a
few weeks when we have got the staff sorted out." Is that the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth? O course
It is not, and the fact is the truth is this, that there were

£4.5 mllion cut from Social Services' budget when they
i ntroduced an eligibility which took 3,000 people out, and
there is a further 1.5 mllion people been cut.

And so you can't just --- It is illogical.
(I nterruptions) Yes, it went to the Executive Board | ast
time. You cannot introduce the scale of those cuts and not
expect it to have sone inpact. The £300, 000 you have given to

the voluntary sector works out at £100 each and can | say, and
| spoke to you at tea-tine, there are sone of those voluntary
sectors that have been asked to pick up cases that have not
been gi ven any extra noney.

So what do you have? \WWat do we have? W have cases
that | have been out to see yesterday just to nmake sure. e
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have a 70-year old man -- sorry, 80 has suffered fromcuts.

He has one |ung and one ki dney and he has had his cl eaning

wi t hdr awn. | have anot her case here, a guy who was blind and
left with a directory of nunbers to go and get hel p. The
truth is that you cannot nmeke those cuts and just hope that the
voluntary sector pick it up because they have not got the
capacity, they have not got the courage, and the truth is there
are peopl e being taken out of that, and you and | know t hat.

| have got many nore cases here which you agree with, Peter,

t hat have been suffering as a result of the cuts, and really to
cone here and say that we are not telling the truth is

m sl eadi ng. There will be hundreds nore that have been
wi thdrawn, and | just say this, you can't nmake cuts w thout the
pain, and that's exactly what you have done. Thank you, Lord

Mayor . ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR HARRI SON: Lord Mayor, | was absolutely astounded to
read this White Paper when it was submtted. | cannot

bel i eve that such respected Councillors as Peter Harrand and
Mark Harris are suggesting that nmenbers of the Labour Group
have taken part in scarenongeri ng. I and ny col | eagues who
have been commtted on Social Services provision have never
m srepresented the truth and certainly have never ever been
i nvol ved in scarenongering. Anybody who knows me knows that |
woul d never ever take part in any scarenongering to do with any
el derly person.

| have nmet with individuals who have had their services
wi t hdr awn. | have net wi th various nei ghbourhood networks
groups who have cone to ask nme for hel p because the new sign-
posting systemis not worKking. The nei ghbour hood net wor ks
have been inundated with calls fromelderly people who Socia
Servi ces have redirected and who are not equi pped to hel p.
The overwhel ming feeling anong this sector is that Soci al
Servi ces are pushing the problemonto the voluntary sector and
forcing themto take the responsibility for people's welfare.

It saddens nme that the Exec Board Menber responsible for
social care appears to be so out of touch at what is happening
anong the elderly in Leeds. I know Peter is an honourabl e and
caring man who i s concerned about the welfare of ol der people,
but I am al so concerned that he is not fully aware of the
seriousness of the situation.

It is heartbreaking to hear sonme of the cases that | have

heard over the | ast few weeks, sone that | would not like to
mention in this chanber. There are m nuted exanpl es. There
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IS no scarenongering, and this is what is happening in Leeds.
| think it is about tine the ruling adm nistration took sone

responsibility and started to recognise the truth, the whole

truth and nothing but the truth, Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR TAGGART: My Lord Mayor, | do hope, by the way, we
can sort out these m crophones. When certain people have
been speaking it sounds as if they are surrounded by ghostly
bei ngs, poltergeists or whatever. Do | sound okay? Can you
hear ne? Ri ght.

Very surprised at Peter's notion. In fact, in all ny

years on Council | have never actually seen anything like this.

It is very vague, isn't it? It just snears everybody in the
Labour Group and then we think we can't wait to hear what Peter
has to say because obviously he will conme forward with hard
evi dence, and then he has the gall to tell us well, actually,
he has got a news release but he is not planning to -- he is
not going to read it out to Council, he is going to wait until
he gets to sunm ng up because he knows then that nobody has got
a right of reply. This hardly denocratic, Peter. You shoul d
do better than that.

| amgoing to raise an issue | have rai sed before and
there has been an absolutely deathly silence every tinme | have
raised it. It is the Breece at Scarborough. The Breece at
Scar bor ough. It is unique, really, because we think it is the
only hotel in the UK which is also a registered care honme and
it provides accommodation for many, many peopl e throughout the
year and it is a val ued resource. There was an idea it could
be cl osed. In fact, when the Labour party was in power we
actually considered it and we got a | ot of objections and we
reconsi der ed.

It has a value which can't really be replaced by other
types of holidays because when we went - when Andrew and | went
- many of the people there were not the sort of people who
could sort of junp on a jet and go to Benidormfor two weeks
because the facilities are there. It has got a lift. It has
got support staff. It has got lots of things that you
coul dn't possi bly have anywhere el se.

Now, there is an argunent for tal king about howit is
managed, how it is run, how capital investnent would take
pl ace, and we recently net wth Rosemary Archer, didn't we, and
we had an honest discussion about all of that. But the
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budget, of course, shows a cut this year and next year, and
these are real cuts. These are real cuts, subsidies going,
and the year after. Cumul ati ve savi ngs of £600, 000, and when
| spoke in Council in February | quoted Peter, who had been
happy enough to go in the Evening Post and say he had

absol utely no proposals at all to shut The Breece.

Vell, we were puzzled by this because we had been told it
was closing, and the ruling adm nistration had taken the |ine
out of the budget for three years in a row That is where you
get your £600, 000 savings from That is the subsidy for the
pl ace. Now, you are either closing it or not closing it, or
you have got sone ot her plan. | nean, | know Peter wote to
every Councillor, and | suspect he is going to tell us in a few
m nut es how many booki ngs that has led to. | suspect it mght
be up from zero.

It is a funny thing, this, because | rang up trying to get
ny father in, who doesn't live in Leeds and, by the way, for
peopl e who cone from outside of Leeds we actually nmake a slight
- we don't call it profit but we nore than cover the costs, |et
me put it like that, because we don't nake a | oss when peopl e
go there from outside of Leeds. In fact, when we went there
were people there from Notti nghanshire and Bradford, weren't
t here? But | rang up. Wul d you believe, you wouldn't find
any hotel in the world that did this. You ring up, can you
have a room Thi nk of any hotel, any boardi ng- house. Not on
the day | rang because on that particular day they didn't dea
with tel ephone queries for taking bookings. You know, it is
| i ke sonething out of Soviet Russia, isn't it? It is just not
bel i evabl e. If you are serious about taking bookings as a
hotel, you need to make sure that you have adequately staffed
the place, Peter, to nmake sure the people who are working there
can take the booki ngs.

Anyway, you have chopped the subsidy, and then we heard a
runmour that once you got the General Election out of the way
you woul d be com ng back with sone paper to the Exec Board.

Wl |, there hasn't been one so far. Now, when | asked in
February you were sitting over there and | couldn't see your
faci al expression but ny coll eagues sitting over there said
that you put your head down as close as you coul d between your
knees, but | couldn't see it because you were obstructed by
some prom nent Conservatives, but you are sitting over there
and I am | ooking you straight in the face.
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We don't |ike your notion. W think it is a |oad of

r ubbi sh. However, this is your golden opportunity to stand up
in Council, Peter. You said it in the Evening Post. You
went public, "No proposals to close". You still voted for
your own budget, slashing £600, 000 subsidy, 100% of the subsidy
for three years. It seens to me you have got no plan or, if
you have a plan perhaps | will give way. | offered to give
way in February. That's what it says, and then there were

I nterruptions. There was deathly sil ence. No, there were
interruptions as well. And | have got a minute so | am

willing to give you 60 seconds to give way so you can tel
Council now, or are you going to wait until your sunmm ng up?
Wait till your sunming up, like everything else, you see.

COUNCI LLOR FELDMAN: It is not your prerogative to give tine.

COUNCI LLOR TAGGART: There is a convention where Menbers can
gi ve way. Bernard does it very often. (I nterruptions)
So there we are. You remain silent. You attack Labour
Councillors for sonething and you have got no evi dence. | f
this was a court of |aw the judge woul d have al ready stopped
t he proceedi ngs, and you had nore than one opportunity, Peter,

to deal with The Breece and here is your chance today. e
plead with you now, when you get up on your feet give us
somet hing firm about The Breece. Thank you very nuch.
( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: | know, of course, you, Lord Mayor, w || pay

great attention to the sunm ng-up, because it says in the
rules that the summ ng-up should not introduce new material but
sinply refer to what has already been in the public donmain
during the debate, so if Councillor Harrand is saving up al
his little bits and pieces for |ater then hopefully that won't
be the case.

Anyway, | want to tal k about the day centres, and | want
to just refer to the resolution, because if Councillor Harrand
had cone here and said to all of us, "This is such an inportant
area | aminploring all of us in Council to only tell the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth", that would
have been one thing but, of course, he assunmes that this |ot
always tell the truth, nothing but the truth, and all this | ot
tell nothing but the untruths, always the untruths, and that is
sl andering and |i bel ling.

Now | renenber Councillor Cater, Andrew Carter, when he
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was over here, it could have been over there, and he stood up
(I nterruptions) Hang on, and he stood up and what he said is,

"I won't take | essons from you. I wll not allow you to take
the high noral ground and put us ---" Yes? Renmenber? On a
nunber of i ssues. Now, this is exactly the sane. You are

trying to take the high noral ground as if you always tell the
truth, all of the truth

Now, in the day centres rarely has there been a nore
scandal ous situation of how that cane about. None of the Ward
Menbers knew about it. O ficers are taking decisions wthout
any remt to anybody el se, and we then had a new phrase
invented called, well, these were managerial, operationa
deci si ons. These were operational decisions which nobody is
accountabl e for and therefore another one of Councillor
Carter's credentials he said to us, "You are quite right to
hol d us to account. If we do sonething wong, hold us to
account . " W tried to hold you to account. We couldn't find
a mnute. W couldn't find anything. It was all hidden.

Now, is that fair play? Is that the way you want to conduct
yoursel f in Social Services?

In the end, | appealed to the Mumitoring Oficer and her
great good commobnsense on this occasion, she did actually go
back, | think, to the Oficers in Social Services and say they
had to nake a deci sion. Either it was a key decision or a
maj or deci sion but they couldn't just carry on saying, "Well,
we are not making a deci sion. This tenporary thing is going
to carry on a little bit |onger. We have not cl osed them
really, we have only closed them for Saturdays and Sundays so
we haven't done much, and nobody has conpl ai ned because we have
just shoved them sonmewhere el se, and they are quite happy
wherever else they are, but we haven't got back to give them
the alternative offer that they could return, and we haven't
told Council how nmuch noney it is costing, what we are saving,
etc., etc.”, and all this went on and on and on. And now,
suddenly, we have had our further letter because N col e has
spoken, nust be obeyed, and so there nust be a letter cone
round now that says to us, "Ward Menbers, we are consulting you
NOW. W are about to take a decision.” W still haven't
seen the decision but | can tell you with no authority
what soever the decision will be exactly the sane one he nade
before but it will now be permanent instead of it being
tenporary and Ward Menbers coments will be totally ignored.
They m ght get one little byline in the nenti on sonewhere, "W
have consulted Ward Menbers and they are all opposed to it",

95



and that is all it wll say.

Is that the kind of truth that you are tal king about from
your side? | really don't think you want to do that. Real | y
this is a m sguided resol ution. It is an offensive resolution
because people deal with casework properly. Earlier on we
coul d have made hay in the debate about the North-Wst SILC,
about coments made by Councillor Bale. Did we do that? No,
we didn't. We said we respect himas an individual. e
respect that he was talking in good faith. W respect that he
had been given information which he took in good faith, and we
respect the fact that then he got it wong because that is how
he was briefed, but it wasn't his fault and we are not bl am ng
himfor it and not saying, "Hey, you are not speaking the whole
truth all the tinme", are we? No, we are not, because that
woul d be unfair on him and you are being totally m schi evous
and unfair on us, and this resolution does not deserve support.
Actually | think you ought to withdraw it. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR J. HARPER: My Lord Mayor, |ike ny colleagues | also
was very upset - we are echoing, aren't we, round the
chanber? - when | saw this Wite Paper which clearly infers
that sonme of us may have made m sl eadi ng statenents.

Council may recall that | spoke about the need for respite
care and the shortage of the electronic profiling beds. V.
Howgate is 78 and he is the sole carer of his 80 year old wfe.
| have to tell you, ny Lord Mayor, that it was only after |

raised this matter in Council - in fact it was only three days
after | raised this matter in Council - that Ms. Howgate was
offered respite care at Halcyon Court, and for that | am

grat eful .

On 18th May | wote to Social Services Departnent and
stated that now the occupational therapist had assessed Ms.
Howgat e and recomended the profiling bed, when would this 80-
year old lady be likely to get one? | have to tell vyou,
Council, that the response from Social Services did not arrive
until 10.52 a.m this norning - this norning - nore than 4
weeks later and really it offered no solution for this couple.

Now, | think that is appalling. | also, of course, have
el ectronic confirmation of this, so | amclearly not |vying.

Finally, ny Lord Mayor, | have to apol ogi se now because

unintentionally I may have been m sl eading at the |ast Council
At that tine | believed what | was saying to be correct. I
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stated that 15 people were on the waiting list for the

el ectronic profiling beds. M. Howgate was told he woul d have
to wait 2 to 3 years for a bed, so he did further research
bless him and he nowtells nme that there aren't 15 people

wai ting for these beds. In fact there are 50 - 50. | have
witten to Social Services asking for some support for ny
constituents and no doubt | will get that report at the eve of
t he next Council. Thank you, mnmy Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR SELBY: My Lord Mayor, when | | ooked at the wording of
this Wiite Paper | thought, well, what the hell does this nean?
What | tried to work out when this resolution was drafted and
how it was drafted and the only feeling I could conme was it was
drafted after a very enjoyable lunch on Friday and they drafted
it on the back of one of Les Carter's discarded fag packets
because ---

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER | don't snoke, sir, believe ne.

COUNCI LLOR SELBY: A fag packet that had been retrieved by
Councillor Harrand fromthe tip. It is as bad as that on
the face of it, but that is just the drafting. When one
actual ly goes further into this Wite Paper, what it is really
down to is certain Menbers opposite do not |ike being
criticised. They do not |ike their shortcom ngs being
exposed.

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER Speak for yourself, sir.
COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: Just be very careful.

COUNCI LLOR SELBY: Let's take, for exanple, the issue that

Counci |l l or Taggart has just raised, The Breece. He has

asked | ots of questions. He has raised i ssues about this.

He asked a question in Council last tinme, which for sonme reason

was filibustered out. When we got the answer, just about two

days - on a Friday afternoon just before Bank Holiday, which

was when it came, we got a very sort of vague answer that al

but confirms Councillor Taggart's suspicions. Wy was that

i nformati on not given to Council when Councillor Taggart asked

earlier?

W have got this resol ution. It says "regul ar
scar enongeri ng". Wl |, what degree of regularity are we
tal ki ng about ? Is that asking a question, is that

scar enongeri ng? When we tal k about scarenongering, could you
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per haps define what you nmean by "scarenongering". I s asking
questi ons about day centres scarenongering, or querying what is
going on?  Wiich Councillors are you tal king about? Because

we are still waiting to hear. We have got this promse, this
prom se in the summ ng up that we are going to be told, in
whi ch case no doubt those who are named will have the

opportunity, no doubt, Lord Mayor, you w Il allow anybody who
is named by Councillor Harrand to respond to defend thensel ves.

So what | would invite Councillor Harrand to do is to
exercise his right, you know, cone on now, tell us who you are
tal ki ng about, what was said, when it was said, in what
ci rcunstances was it said? Because if you don't, if you
don't, then in years to come sonebody is going to wite to
sonmebody Ii ke Councillor Brett when they | ook at the division
list and say, "Wy, Councillor Brett, did you vote for this
resol uti on? What information did you have that enabled you to
make this decision?" An el ector no doubt in Tenpl enewsam
m ght well wite to Councillor Schofield and say, "Wat were
the circunstances that | ed you to vote for this Wite Paper?"
and at the nonent all we have heard from Councillor Harrand is,
wel I, Councillor Wakefield said sonething which Councillor
Harrand clainms to be wong and Councillor Wakefield says is

correct, and a mnor remark made by Councillor Atha. That is
all we have. So can | suggest that you either withdraw this
Wi te Paper now or provide the evidence. | appreciate that is

difficult in your group because you quite often, you quite
regularly make allegations in this Council chanber agai nst
peopl e, accusing them of doing various things. We had it | ast
year from Councillor Carter when he accused Councillor Taggart
of fixing the boundaries, called upon to produce evidence,
never did so.

When we had the debate about Landmark Leeds, what did we
have then? We had an attack upon people who were not here, no
opportunity to defend, and the renmarks, "W believe they have
done this. W believe that." Attacks on unnaned peopl e,
snear, snear and snear again, and that is basically what this
Wi te Paper is about. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR FI NNI GAN: Lord Mayor, continuing on with the snear
sort of thenme, | hold up, "Vote for Joe", a Labour-
produced docunent. There we are. The face that |aunched a
t housand ships, all of themem grating. We can point to the
actual stuff at this particular point about evidence.
"I ndependents propose £5 mllion cuts in social services for
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pensioners”, and this is where it gets quite interesting.
Bl ah- bl ah- bl ah, "Not only did the Independent Councillors fai

to support Labour in their bid to stop the Tory/Liberal", I am
afraid you, David - oh, he is not here. Oh yes you are. You
were ignored in this particular one; it is not your fault,
apparently. ... stop the Tory-Liberal controlled Counci

I mpl ementing £4 mllion worth of cuts, they went one step
further than the Tory-led Council by proposing a further cut of
£1 mllion, nmeaning £5 mllion in total." So no matter what
you are doing, apparently we are doing substantially worse than
t hat .

But we would |ike to say (Interruptions) that we believe
in Morley we contributed nore to preventing the bi ggest cut
that coul d possi bly have happened to Social Services in the
Leeds City Council area by getting rid of Councillor Sherree
Br adl ey. ( Appl ause) And we are proud of that because that

£15 million black hole would have been a cut that woul d have
substantial ly inpacted upon pensioners and di sabl ed peopl e
across the whole Leeds Gty Council area. (I nterruptions)

Now, we nust say we are in a situation where Sherree
Bradley will be chall engi ng us next year. Now, we are clearly
quaki ng in our boots about that particular one and we m ght
wi sh to point out to the people of Mrley, who had the great
judgnment to dunp her, about what they are likely to get at that
particul ar point. But let's |eave that particular snear to
one si de.

Let's deal with the fabrications that you get with the
Labour Party. Now in Morl ey we have sonething called the
Dor ot hy Sanders Experience, and you m ght be thinking, what's
that about, the Dorothy Sanders Experience? Shall | tell you?

Shall | tell you, Brian? We got this letter in the |loca
Mor | ey papers from Dorothy Sanders | anbasting us for all sorts
of cuts invol ving pensioners. We thought, "This is a bit
severe. This is not only severe, it is unfair”, so what we
t hought we woul d do, we thought we would go and find Dor ot hy
Sanders and perhaps speak to her. So we | ooked her up, not on
the electoral register - not altogether surprising ---

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: It wasn't Peter Gruen's auntie, was it?
COUNCI LLOR FI NNI' GAN: Looked in the phone book. Was she in

t he phone book? No. So we thought, if all else fails,
what we will actually do is go along the whole street she
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clainms to live on, knock on every door and say, "Are you
Dor ot hy Sander s?"

COUNCI LLOR TAGGART: They are not going to tell you that, are
t hey? Not with your reputation. Nobody is going to do
t hat .

COUNCI LLOR FI NNI' GAN: Can you guess what happens next? Can
you guess what happens next? Knock on every door. One

particul ar door we don't knock on belongs to the Chairman of
Morl ey Labour Party. ( Appl ause) Good Lord, what a
coi nci dence, but it gets even better, Brian. So what we do
| ater on, then, we go back and | ook through sone of the back
copies of the Morley papers to see if there are any ot her of
these letters. W find an A. Carter lives on the New ands.
Now, unl ess you have noved into our area and not told us about
It --- W are suspi ci ous. Check the electoral register.
Were they on? (Cries of "No") Check the phone book, were
t hey on? (Cries of "No") Knock on the streets, can we find
t hem anywher e? (Cries of "No") So this is getting even nore
and nore suspi ci ous. These are all very positive pro-Labour
letters, so we | ook again and we have an L. Gall agher who |lives
at East Ardsley, surprisingly, just down the road from our
Labour MP, so is he on the electoral register? (Cries of
"No") Is he in the phone book? (Cries of "No") Can he be
found anywhere in the East Ardsley area? No, he can't. Al l
of them are absolutely consistent. W are in a situation
where tine and tine and tine again this sort of tripe is
sneared by the papers w thout any accuracy invol ved, but
ultimately the responsibility for this should be borne by the
Labour CGover nment.

Are we spending nore noney than the Labour Governnent said
we shoul d be doing on Social Services? (Cries of "Yes") Why
are this ot not going back and ranmng it down their MPS'
throats that we need the extra noney to prevent these sort of
difficult decisions we have got to nmake? And that is
ultimately the nost glorious of hypocrisies. ( Appl ause and
I nterruptions)

THE LORD MAYOR: Menbers of Council, please. Thank you.
Thank you, Councillor Finnigan, and thank you al so the
chor us.

COUNCI LLOR BLACKBURN: My Lord Mayor, | thought | was supposed to
be doing the acting job but, Robert, you did a really good job
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t here. Let's get summat straight here. You know, every
verse end, every leaflet, there are one or two scattered around
here, every Labour |eaflet tal ks about cuts in this, cuts in
that, cuts in the other. Ri ght, 12 nont hs ago when we took
power Peter cone running to us and had a neeting with
Councillor Carter, nyself and Councillor Harris and told us
about the big, deep hole in Social Services' spending that you
had | eft us. The fact is that you don't cut Social Services,
you just don't put enough in the budget. (Interruptions)

We took the necessary actions to bring that under contro
and we have put nore noney in, and we put nore noney in this
year, nore noney than you have ever put in, so don't cone to us
about cuts. If it were left to you, we would be finished.
Thank you, Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR CARTER: My Lord Mayor, of one thing 98 Menbers of

this Council can be absolutely certain: if any of us
ever attain the noral high ground, Peter Guen will not be on
it. (Laught er) Nor will he ever reach it. Whet her the

rest of us ever do is a matter for debate.

My Lord Mayor, | don't know about other Menbers of Counci
but I amgetting an increasing nmail bag of conplaints about ---

MEMBER OF COUNCI L: Grass-cutting.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: As wel |l as grass-cutting. -- not Leeds
Soci al Services but the NHS, the delays, the infection.

MEMBER OF COUNCI L: Rubbi sh

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: Rubbi sh? The infection. Tal k to your

constituents. Talk to sone real constituents. Talk to
some real constituents, for preference. (I nterruptions)
Talk to sone real constituents. (I nterruptions) My Lord

Mayor, next week | shall be going to the second appeal with ny
constituents to the National Health Service over alleged

m st reat ment. | have to say that it is quite a new experience
actually going with your constituents, for ne, to a Nationa
Heal t h appeal where the patients are claimng serious, serious

mal adm ni strati on. | amnot judging it whether it is right or
W ong. (I nterruptions) Shut up, Ted. It is a serious
matter. When we want a Liverpudlian conedian, we will ask for
one. (I nterruption)
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THE LORD MAYOR: Counci |l or Hanl ey, you are out of order. Sit
down. Sit down.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: My Lord Mayor, later today we will be
debating a very serious resolution that has been put down
by Councill or Finnigan, one which | shall be supporting, along

wi th a nunber of ny coll eagues. As that particular issue has
been on the boil for sonme tinme, | am sure Menbers opposite nust
have known about it. Wiy is it that they never cone here with

some of the stories we are all getting about problens in the
National Health Service? Wiy is it they never do?

The other issue, which I think is very inportant, is about

these letters from people who apparently don't exist. Now,
where are these letters comng fronf I think it is a fairly
serious issue. There has al ready been a tel evision programe

about people planted in the Labour Party's dirty tricks
departnment to see, you know, exactly what went on during the
General El ection. That was a revelation - if anyone wants to
see the film | wll let themhave it - about people who were
planted in the nmedia, people who were planted as so-called
residents, who weren't, who put fictitious letters in the
paper, not |east the Evening Post, from people who don't exist.
It appears still to be going on. Now, where are these
com ng fronf | sincerely hope they are not comng fromthe
fourth floor of Leeds Civic Hall, the |eft-hand side of the
fourth floor of Leeds GCivic Hall.

COUNCI LLOR HANLEY: My Lord Mayor, point of order, is this what
the Councillor is saying? Is this what the Councillor is
sayi ng?

THE LORD MAYCR Can we just have clarification? \Which point of
order are you speaki ng on?

COUNCI LLOR HANLEY: The statenent that false letters are com ng
fromthe fourth floor of this Hall. That is what he
sai d.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER No, | didn't.

THE LORD MAYOR: | amsorry, that is not a valid point of order.
If you wish to raise the issue with the Councillor who is
maki ng the statenent, you will have to do it outside this
chanber. | don't mnd if you do it with pistols at dawn but
we really nust --- No, seriously, colleagues, we really nust
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make sone headway. Until the last three speakers, | thought

we had done reasonably well. At the nonent, we seemto be
deteriorating. Can we pl ease observe the procedural rules,
Counci |l I or Lyons, and everybody el se, and then we will get

t hrough nuch better. Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: My Lord Mayor, | have now spent 2 m nut es
of ny allotted tinme ---

THE LORD MAYOR: We shall add you a m nute.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: -- while Councillor Hanley rattled on
fromthe back

THE LORD MAYOR: We shall add you a mnute on, Councillor Carter.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: | repeat, | said, "I hope fictitious
|l etters are not comng fromthe fourth floor, the left-
hand side.” Il will repeat it again if you w sh, Councillor
Hanl ey. It is clear to your coll eagues, they are noddi ng.
If it is not to you, |I don't really show nmuch wonder. Ri ght.
My Lord Mayor, | do not know why the Labour Party have the

cheek to inpugn the honesty of Councillor Harrand. One thing
has changed.

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: | didn't.
COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: | am sorry, but Councillor \Wakefield
di d. My Lord Mayor one thing has certainly changed in
Social Services in the last 12 nonths. W have replaced an

i nconpet ent Social Services Chair with a highly conpetent
Soci al Services Chair.

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: My Lord Mayor, on a point of personal
expl anation, which | think is 14. 1.

THE DI RECTOR OF LEGAL & DEMOCRATI C SERVI CES: 14. 16.

THE LORD MAYOR Carry on.

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: | did not inmpugn the integrity of
Counci |l | or Peter Harrand. | did say one m ght question
whether it is truthful or not. Just like you, | used a wease

word so | couldn't cone out, and I woul d never question ---
In fact, many of us recognise that Peter Harrand is an honest
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person who is conmtted to --- W |ike him but in actua
fact he was not inpugned by ne or any other coll eague.

THE LORD MAYOR: Thank you.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: | accept the apol ogy, Lord Mayor.
(I nterruptions)

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: Lord Mayor, you should intervene now ---

THE LORD MAYOR: | think you are absolutely right, Councillor
At ha. The situation is that you m ght disagree with what
a speaker is saying but you are not allowed under the
regul ations to di srupt the debate, even though you may di sagree
with what he is saying. Counci | | or Wakefield nmade a perfectly
proper point of personal explanation.
COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: | accepted it.

THE LORD MAYOR: If, in fact, he is not satisfied with the
response to that then he will have to raise it el sewhere
but he has nade it, he is entitled to make it, and it has been
not ed. Can we finish this particular bit of the debate?
Councillor Carter.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: My Lord Mayor, of course the bottomline
of this debate is sinply this, that this adm nistration
has put mllions of nore pounds into the Social Services'
budget because we are conmitted to hel ping the nost vul nerable
inthis Cty. It is £1.5 mllion nore than Governnent
gui del i nes, their Government guidelines. It is nore than they
ever spent on Social Services.

I f Councillor Wakefield wanted to tell the truth about
what was going on, this is what he woul d say. He woul d say,
and he could say quite legitimately, we would spend £3 mllion
nore than the adm nistration are doing, not that we have cut
Soci al Servi ces. Howis it a cut from£181 mllion to £200
mllion? | have to say you understand why they made such a
financial nmess of the Gty when they can't understand that £19
mllion is actually one heck of an increase.

My Lord Mayor, what is annoying this side again is that
t he people opposite, three tinmes they tried to close all the

day centres. Three tines they tried to shut the lot and three
ti mes backed down. We have cl osed no day centres. They go
on about privatising services. Councill or Atha voted for the
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bi ggest privatisation in the history of this Gty with elderly
peopl e's care beds.

THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Carter, I'msorry, we have all owed
you two and a half mnutes extra.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: Thank you, ny Lord Mayor. (Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: Lord Mayor, before we finish up with sone
facts, because the Labour G oup have introduced trial by

anecdote again, | will give way in 10 seconds for anybody on
that side who wants to stand up and tell ne why Social Services
under your adm ni stration abandoned ny dying nother. | wll

give you 10 seconds to answer ne.

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: | will accept the offer and say if | have
ever heard a nore specious request to Menbers, that is

di sgusting. How on earth anyone can use politically the death
of his nother in this way is a disgrace, and it shanes you in a
way which I woul d never have accept ed. Now, you have given
way, give nme the chance to speak because | amnot going to
have, and we aren't going to have, the fact that the Leader of
the Council over there, when he hears a proper statenent under
St andi ng Orders saying you nisrepresented ne, he then says, "
accept your apol ogy". That is disgraceful. You did not.
You did not accept that you had mi srepresented his statenent,
and when you tal k about the problem of going before hospitals

with a patient who has got a problem 1'Il tell you I have been
Chai rman of the Tribunals that heard (Interruptions) nedica
adm ni strati on. It is open and clear, and so | would say to

this side, if we can retain the high ground, we shoul d never
sink to the | evels we have just seen from Councillor Carter.
( Appl ause) Thank you very nmuch.

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: You see, Lord Mayor, that illustrates what
happens when you try and conduct a debate |ike this on

anecdot al evi dence. That is exactly the point. It is an
absurd way to try and do anything, and you are quite right to
take nme to task for introducing that issue. Vell, | amtrying
to denonstrate the point and stick to the facts, and let's keep
t hese daft anecdotes out of the debate. (I nterruptions)
Excuse ne, ny nother was a person. | nmean, you m ght not
think so but | definitely think she was.

Now, here are sone facts. Do you want the good news or
t he bad news? If I were you, | would take the good news
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first. The good news is in the prom sed review of Socia

Servi ces under your admnistration, which |I have got the report
in front of me which will be put to Executive Board in the next
few weeks, it clearly says that the auditors could find no

evi dence that the previous adm nistration deliberately set a

m sl eadi ng budget for Social Services, so when | said
previously that | thought that's what you had done, | apol ogi se
to you. It doesn't appear that (Interruptions) Vell, it is
a bit late. It doesn't appear that information is avail able.

But now is the bad news, because you want to read what the
rest of the report says, and here are sone tasty little bits
about the way in which you conducted the Social Services
budget . It says, "On the evidence of discussions we believe
the position arose due to |ack of accurate information for
projecting the position of weaknesses in the budgetary contro
process including difficulty relating financial and non-
financial information systens to each other." Vell, if ever
there was an indictnent that you are not able to connect the
two i ssues up, what was goi ng on over there?

What el se does it say? Well, it says that in 2003/4 you
identified three specific areas of overspend and that exactly
the sane three areas appeared in the follow ng year which you
were unable to correct, and then it goes on to say that there
appears to be evidence that you then changed the budget in
order to create the figures necessary to create a bal anced
budget .

Lord Mayor, those are the facts arising out of this report
whi ch, as | have said previously, does not suggest that you
were deliberately msleading but it is proof positive, as
Andrew Carter said, that you were conpletely and utterly
I nconpet ent .

In 2003/4 there was a £10 mllion overspend in Soci al
Services fromthe original budget. If you |l ook at the
previous 8 years the variation had been £1 mllion or £2
mllion, and then it junped to £10 mllion. Anybody with half
a brain woul d have seen sonething was goi ng seriously wong,
but what did you do? (I nterruption) Lord Mayor, Councill or
At ha spoke for 2 m nutes. Anybody with half a brain would
have seen sonet hing was goi ng wong, but you proceeded nerrily
and did absolutely nothing and put us into a situation where
t he budget was utterly out of control. Qur response was to
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fund it with £14 mllion and then add another £4.5 mllion on
top of that in this year. By no stretch of any imagination is
that a cut. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR R LEW S: Lord Mayor, | think we are on extrenely
dodgy ground when Councillor Mark Harris is quoting a
report that none of us have seen on this side, giving us
verbati m and expecting us to make sonme ki nd of comment, and you
know, Mark, that it is totally out of order to just suddenly
produce a report. Yes, give it to us to read. Publ i shed?
Unpubl i shed? What is its status?

You know, your behaviour strikes nme as being so utterly

out rageous, you are quoting the case of your nother. | truly
synpat hi se. | truly synpathise if you feel that your nother
was badly done by and your famly were. | think that is

awful , but there is a huge difference between that and us
com ng along with actual firm cases that people have brought to
us. If you were to get up here and give us chapter and verse
on your nother, doubtless we woul d coment. Al'l we have got
are a large nunber of cases here - | amnot going to read them
| agree with the Lord Mayor, | don't think debates should go
on forever - but quoting a report that none of us have seen is
conpl etely out of order. Thank you, Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR HARRAND: Lord Mayor, you will be glad to know
have del eted sonme of the comments from page 46 of this
speech. We did hit a nerve though, didn't we?

Just going quickly through the responses we got. I
remenber July 14th, Keith. I renenber the week before when we
wer e suddenly given the projections for the budget for 2004/5.

| shall never forget that. | have been in financial affairs
all my life but I have never seen a budget |ike that.

Andrea, thank you for your contribution. W didn't nean
you.

Nei |, thank you for your contribution. If you want to go
to The Breece, we will knock you 10% off and I will pay it

nysel f.

COUNCI LLOR TAGGART: Pick a week when the weather is better.
(I nterruptions)

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: W will share half the cost.
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MEMBER OF COUNCI L: W will all chip in.
THE LORD MAYOR: Wrk on the sw tchboard.
COUNCI LLOR HARRAND: Councill or Gruen and day centres - you
want to go see them You want to go see the people who
have been affected by these things. | have been to Bram ey
Lawn a coupl e of tines. Last tinme | was there |I said ---
COUNCI LLOR HANLEY: Not on a Saturday or Sunday.

COUNCI LLOR HARRAND: No, during the week | have been there, and
| said, "What about your Ward Councillors in Bram ey?" |

sai d. "Ch, | don't think they have been." So he | ooked in
t he book and you went there | ast Novenber. You were there
| ast Novenber. (I nterruptions)

THE LORD MAYOR: Cone on, cone on. Sit down. Let him finish.
Chi Il dren, pl ease.

COUNCI LLOR HARRAND: | f you have been in the past four or five
weeks, | apol ogi se, but you hadn't been there since
Novenber 10t h. Throughout all this |Iong period of debate your
nane wasn't in the visitors book, because nine was. They

t hought Arthur M|l er had been, by the way!

Janet, if you have got a case and we have got it wong, we
apol ogi se and take responsibility. Tel | us tonorrow.
(I nterruptions)

THE LORD MAYOR: Pl ease don't goad himany nore, just carry on.

COUNCI LLOR HARRAND: Brian, | have wote this down. | saw
this paper and it referred to truth and | thought, "Wat
does he nean by that?" What do you do for a living? This is

a concept to which sone of us are not totally estranged.
Truth is fairly sinple and it shouldn't be too difficult for
you to identify.

The point | was going to nake which | have saved to the
end which is perhaps sonething |I should have nentioned earlier.
This Iist which was attached to the Labour Party press
rel ease | ast week gives eight individuals. Now, anybody w th
a brain and 10 mi nutes could work out who these people are.
They give the correct surnane initial and the street they live
in. Well, you could find that out in mnutes if you | ook at
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the electoral roll. (Interruptions) Well, they exist. Thi s
is private information about them It has been publicly

di ssem nated and if you want to know any nore about them - not
to Keith, who I would have no problemknowing - if you want to
know any nore about it contact Andrew Fisher, because he knows
the details. Not clever. There are data protection rules in
the disclosure of information, and if you are going to break it
like that I think you ought to reconsider what goes on in the
gr oup. I nove the resolution, Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

(The notion was carried)

| TEM 13 - VWHI TE PAPER MOTI ON -
ROAD PRI CI NG AND TRAFFI C CONGESTI ON

THE LORD MAYOR: Can we go on to the next Wiite Paper, which is
VWi te Paper 13, and we have a Wiite Paper in the nanme of
Councillor Harris, and we have an amendnent in the nane of
Counci |l l or Lyons, and we just need to clarify the purpose of

t he anendnent . Bear with ne a m nute while the Counci
cl ears. It is just sinply that there is a reference,
Councill or Lyons, to "This Council" and, having discussed this

with your VWip, we believe that what you intend is a reference
to the first of the six Council references in the paper.

COUNCI LLOR LYONS: That's how it should have cone out but it
didn't.

THE LORD MAYCR Ri ght, okay. Well, there was that confusion so
what you are saying is that you delete all after the first --
well, all including the first line and replace it wth,

"Council believes that vastly inproved public transport"”, etc.
Thank you. Ckay. Can | ask Councillor Harris then to nove
t he Wite Paper.

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: Lord Mayor, earlier today | had a guest
here fromthe USA who I was show ng round the Council and,
when | show people round this nmarvell ous building, | am always
keen to try and underline what a great place Leeds is, and |
particularly take theminto the Banqueting Suite and in here to

tell themwhat | know about sonme of the fanmpus sons - | wi sh we
had sonme fanous daughters listed around the building - but sone
famous sons of the Cty. | tell them about - and not many

peopl e know this - Joseph (?)Asbury, the Leeds boy who invented
cenent; John Fow er, the steam plough, and then | bring them
in here and | tell them about Matthew Murray, and | tell them
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about the debate, however many years ago it was now, which | am
sure M ck Lyons proposed it and there was all-party support but
it was the enabling debate which allowed us to accept that we
were going to get the legislation for Supertram and | renenber
fromthat debate M ck nade the point that the very first Act of
Parlianment enabling a railway to be built was to allow Matthew
Murray to build the Hunslet Railway, and by a historical quirk,
the very last such Parliamentary Act to enable the buil ding of
a railway, | amsure this was the case, was the one to all ow
the building of Supertramin Leeds.

As | recall, that was the debate, and | renenber all those
years ago that there was unanimty around the chanber. W
have mai ntai ned that unanimty. | know the Morl ey

| ndependents of |late are not quite so on board, but we
mai nt ai ned the unanimty but that sort of transport system- |
amreluctant any nore to say "state of the art"” transport
system - but that sort of transport systemthat we di scussed
and we were so over the noon this great City was going to get
all those years ago, there was unaninity here that we were
going forward and we | ooked forward to the way in which it was
going to transformthe transport systemin this Gty.

And the years have gone by and gone by, and successive
Governnments have dithered and ummid and ah'd and, "Well, maybe"
and "Maybe not", requests for further information, "Yes, it
is", "Well, noit isn't", and so we reached the point at which
frankly nobody could really say any | onger what is going to
happen. And then, with sort of absolute certainty, what is
the first thing that Alistair Darling does as he retakes office
for Mnister of Transport in this new Governnment? \hat is the
first nmajor proposal he announces w thout apparently reference
to anybody el se? We are going to have, we are going to
i ntroduce road chargi ng. It is going to happen. W have got
t he technol ogy. This is why we have got to do it.

There is a flurry of activity, the papers, the radio
phoni ng me, Andrew, asking for conments at the weekend, what do
we know? Leeds has been nenti oned. Is it true? Are we
going to get road charging in Leeds? What about Supertranf
And what are we left wth? W are left with a situation of
conpl ete confusion and uncertainty with the public justifiably
saying, "What on earth is going on? How can you have this
situation where the Mnister of Transport can be so certain
that he nust take that course of action when for 15 years he
and all his predecessors have dithered over what was once an
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absolute commtnent to this Gty having its Supertranf”

| often talk in this place about what is happening in
Chi na. Don't worry, | won't again today, but just | ook what
I s happening all over Europe. Look at every maj or European
city. For heaven's sake, | ook at our arch-rivals Manchester.

I nean, they are conpl ai ni ng about what they haven't got.
Look at what they have got. Notti ngham Croyden - you | ook at
what they have got, and this great Cty, we are still here with
t he beggi ng bow out wondering will we, won't we, conpletely
unable to properly plan a coherent transport systemfor the
21st century.

It actually beggars belief. It does lead you into the
real ns of conspiracy theory. You know, is sonebody conspiring
agai nst the Gty to sonehow punish us for the fantastic
econom c mracle and progress that we have made in this |ast 15
years?

So, Lord Mayor, the purpose of this Wite Paper is really
to elucidate this point and to say absolutely, and we are going
to have an anmendnment discussion in a mnute but |I would expect
we are not going to accept the amendnent, but once that is over
| hope then there will be unanimty on this Wiite Paper that we
can say once nore to central Government, "You have got to get
your act in order. You have got to give this great City the
means to transformits transport infrastructure. You cannot
j ust keep abandoni ng us, and you cannot al nbst in the sane
breath put the cat anongst the pigeons with suggesti ons of what
is essentially a tax systemto tax cars out of this Gty which
can only be harnful and detrinmental to the econony and to the
progress we all hope for.

Surely it is not asking too rmuch of Westminster that they
finally give us a coherent definitive answer, and then we can
pi ck up the pieces, and they are pieces - even if they say
"Yes" to Supertram now, we have still got so many pieces to try
and pick up to make it work at the el eventh hour - that they
will give us the go-ahead now to proceed with Supertram and, if
it is not that, then to tell us clearly "No" instead of keeping
us in this state of suspense all the tinme and all ow us instead
to develop an alternative transport systembefitting a city of
this inmportance, and so that we can better plan for the future
of the econony of Leeds instead of having to deal with runour
and i nnuendo all the tine. Thank you, Lord Mayor.

( Appl ause)
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COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: | second, ny Lord Mayor, and reserve the
right to speak.

COUNCI LLOR LYONS: Lord Mayor, of course what you said is right.

You don't say it all in the Wite Paper. What we are saying
in the amendnent is, until we have got such public transport in
situation that we don't accept road charging. It is sinple.

It is straightforward and it is telling everyone down there
what we are about.

Now, | can't understand why you don't accept the anendnent
as it stands. There is no trying to get political, no trying
to get this, no trying to get that. | wouldn't even argue if

we got Supertram tonorrow that we shoul d accept road charging,
because we have such a way to go on bus regulation, Quality Bus
control, Quality Bus contracts, you nane it, making the

rail wvays work as they are getting paid to work, because not one

day since they were privatised - it is the buses that were
deregul ated - have they worked in accordance as how t hey have
been getting paid. They have not worked to contract. Unti |

we have got all this in operation, until such tines as people
feel that they can go out there and catch a bus, a train,
Supertram or whatever in confidence and know where it is going,
why shoul d we be charged?

| have talked to Mnisters of all colours, and you do put

in your White Paper the last 15 years. | am pl eased about
t hat because | was down 15 years ago arguing with a different
col oured Governmnent. At least | used to get a cup of tea from

them and not, "Shut the door on our way out, Mck" off the
peopl e that | know now.

| nean, it is quite true that as far as they are concerned
what ever they can get away w th, whatever colour the
Government, they will do it, and the Tory Government did it to
us, and Steve Norris | renenber quite plainly he said to us,
"Go tweak the buggers a bit nore", nmeaning the private people
of this GCty, "to see if you can get sonme nore noney out of

them M ck, towards Supertram™ There is very little
difference in what is comng out of the Mnisters now and what
is comng out then only they gave us 350 mllion quid that we

never quite got our hands on because we dithered too nuch, or
sonmebody dithered too mnuch.

It is a nust that we have got proper public transport in
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this Gty. Now, what we have got, we have got privatised
buses, privatised trains and | am not argui ng agai nst that.
didn't privatise them | wanted to work with them and argue,
you know, what is going on, so if we are paying mllions and
mllions of pounds to bus operators and train operators every
year, and | amtal king about £30 mllion, £40 mllion, £50
mllion, then there is summat up. If we have not got a public
transport systemin operation, | accept and would say that it
has been nore frustrating to nme because | have been arguing
this for sonme years and | don't care what col our the Governnent
s, what we want in Leeds, and |I happened to be tal ki ng about
denocracy earlier on, | can argue with any of you, and
especially on transport, we have not got a public transport
systemin operation and this goes back, as you say, 15 years.

What they have needed to know and need to know fromall of
you, and the G eens - don't fall asleep down there, David -
what your party said, we should only accept road charging if we
have got public transport in situation. Mark, that is what
your spokesperson says, that we should only accept road
charging - they are not opposed to it - we should only accept
it if we get a public transport systemin situation.

Make no m stake about where we are goi ng and where we
aren't goi ng. When we set off, we set off in unity and we
said we would go forward to a Tory CGovernnent and ask them for
cash, and that's what we did, and we carried on with the Labour

Governnment, and we are where we are, but | amfed up, |ike
Bri an Wal ker standing on his feet and saying, "I have told you
before, we are not going to agree with road charging until such
times as we get proper public transport in situation.” e

haven't, so therefore this particular group are saying as far
as we are concerned we are just not going to accept it, so what
Is the difference between what you are saying? You are asking
for a report and a report. W are saying - we nake it dead
easy for everybody - as far as we are concerned, you put public
transport in or you don't get us to work your road chargi ng.
That is easy.

What really annoys ne is that across the districts, and by
the way all the district |eaders in the Transport Plan have
said the sanme as what | amsaying now, it is in the Transport
Pl an, so whether you have missed it | don't know, whether it
was the change-over of |eadership but all the five |leaders in
the Transport plan are agreeing with this, that we should have
proper transport, public transport in situation before we agree
to road charging. That's right across West Yorkshire, and it
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Is what you think but you put a White Paper down that doesn't
say this. That is what we are saying and that is sinple and |
am not going to get accused of saying one thing or telling

por ky pi es. It is truth and that is where we are coning from
and it is as sinple as that. Ei ther vote us out, go your way
or the long way, or we will keep saying we will not accept road
charging until we have got everything in order. Cone al ong
with us. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR J. LEW S: | second, Lord Mayor, and reserve the
right to speak.

COUNCI LLOR LEADLEY: My Lord Mayor, Councillor Harris's notion is
far too long and certainly taken at face value | found
Counci |l or Lyons' amendnent rather better. However, both are
likely to be overtaken by events within a few weeks when the
Governnent i s expected to make an announcenent about the Leeds

Supertram If it does not nake a decision then the schene
will run out of tinme and that wll be the end of it, and that
initself will reveal a new public transport |andscape.

VWhat neither the notion nor the anendnent nentions is that
the Governnent m ght not give a straight "Yes" or "No". It
mght try to tie Supertramto road charging, either by saying
"Yes" to Supertram "but only if you accept road charging", or
by saying, "No, but if you volunteer to have road chargi ng we

m ght think again.” Ei ther of these would give the worst of
all possible worlds. You know, two al batrosses for the price
of nore than one tied around the City's neck, or a variant of
the old nusic hall joke in which you were told that you had won
not one week's holiday in Barnsley but two weeks holiday in

Bar nsl ey.

It is possible that we shall be back in this chanber ---
(I nterruption) Well, it was an old nusic hall joke. You
m ght not be old enough to have heard it. It is possible that
we shall be back in this chanber before |long for an
extraordinary neeting of Council at which we will be asked at
very short notice whether we woul d accept road charging as an
addition to the price of Supertram It may still be hoped
that Supertramw || be judged on its own nerits, which should
ensure refusal, but sonetinmes life is not as sinple as that.

As both the anendnent and the notion are likely to be
swept aside by events within a few weeks, | would tend towards
abstention fromvoting on the grounds that the outcone of the
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vote itself would be swept aside, but I mght be tenpted to

support Councillor Lyons if he will say that his notion is
aimed purely to get public transport inprovenents and can be
taken to exclude both Supertram and road charging. It | ooks

tome as if they mght | eave the door open to both, which would
bring us back to the twin al batross question, though I am
encour aged by what Councillor Lyons has said in support of his
amendnent . Thank you, my Lord Mayor

COUNCI LLOR BLACKBURN: Lord Mayor, to sonme extent | amrather
glad Councillor J. L. Carter isn't here because he m ght
not like ny first words, being a Mercedes nan as he is. I

have got to say in principle --- (I nterruption) Oh, you
give ne a lift, though! In principle, as a Geen, | think
that road pricing is a good idea in the right context. Not
just stuck in one northern town and | eaving the rest of them
behi nd. Basically, if you put road charging in Leeds,
Manchester and Sheffield are near enough for car drivers to get
toand it will affect our econony. There is no point in

destroyi ng our econony just for that.

The other thing is, even if we get Supertram Supertramis

three |ines. W had a deputation in earlier from Schol es
about an absolutely awful bus service. I's that public
transport? No, it isn't. What we have got to do before we

can even think about doing anything |ike this is we have got to
put together a public transport system equal to London, and I
know Londoners who conplain about that but it is a ton better

t han what we have got up here, and what we have got to do is we
have got to have a level playing field so places |ike Bradford,
Sheffield and Manchester are on the sane | evel as we. Thank
you, Lord Mayor

COUNCI LLOR GOLTON: My Lord Mayor, public transport. It seens
to be a very strange concept because it affects people in

very strange ways. It makes M ck Lyons support Tories and
Li berals on a | ocal |evel. It brings Bradford and Leeds
toget her on a common front agai nst road chargi ng i n West
Yor kshire. At the sanme tinme you hear Governnments in waiting
goi ng on and on about it at the stunp and then as soon as they
get into power they all of a sudden get collective amesia and
then nmetropolitan nmyopia, because they can't see past London,
SO as soon as you get an A ynpic bid comng in, you can find
the noney for things like Crossrail but if it is alittle bit
further away all of a sudden it is a problem And what is
nore, it is a problemthat we have got to sol ve oursel ves,
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apparently, and we have got to swall ow the trouble that goes

with it. | don't think that is going to happen.

| think the problemis that the Governnment doesn't seemto
be --- Can you switch this off, please? Can you switch it
of f? I woul d rather shout. Is that better? It seenms to ne

the Governnment doesn't seemto speak to itself ---

THE LORD MAYOR: VWhat we will try to dois to close it down and
start it up again. That m ght hel p. Just hang on a
m nut e. | think probably all the mkes are off, so we wll
have to ask for themto be reset. kay, let's try this.

COUNCI LLOR GOLTON: Thank you, Lord Mayor. The Gover nnent
doesn't speak to itself. On the one hand you have
Transport Mnisters who all of a sudden won't touch any kind of
transport proposal with a bargepole, and then on the other hand
you have John Prescott tal king about the northern way, talking
about how connectivity is essential to investnent for the north
of the country so that it can close the gap with the south, and
never the twain shall neet.

Lord Mayor, the Governnent tal ks about road charging as a
response to congestion, yet demand nmanagenent neasures al so
cover things such as the A65 bus corridor which they have said
there is no noney for. It also covers Supertram of course,
whi ch they have not quite made their mnd up for yet. And
then, Lord Mayor, in the same week as they are tal ki ng about
road charging there are proposals to conmpulsorily raise fares
on trains during peak periods to control demand on trains.

Now, if you are going to control the demand on roads by
creating nore public transport but then you are controlling
that public transport so you can't get onto it, what are you
supposed to do? Work from home?

The reason why | amtal king about it, Lord Mayor, is
because it is not just a matter of theory any nore because
transport as an issue used to tarry behind things such as crine
and used to tarry behind things such as education but
i ncreasingly, Lord Mayor, it is a very inportant factor, and
the reason why | amnentioning it today is because we m ght
have felt sone of that el ectoral factor

The A660, which is one of the major routes that Supertram

IS supposed to go along, has suffered for the past 14 years
from not one penny of investnent along its route because we
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have been waiting for that answer. W have been waiting to
know whet her or not we are going to have Supertram You don't
do resurfacing or any major renedial works if it is going to
get dug up again for a major schenme, Lord Mayor. That is 14
years of under-investnent. During that tinme congestion has
got worse and also during that tinme the streets have been

cl ogged by peopl e who have been using it as an unofficial park
and ride schene.

Lord Mayor, | do believe whol e-heartedly considering the
feedback | got when | was out canvassing that that was one of
the reasons why the Liberal Denocrats were able to make a
breakt hrough in that particular part of the City, and all | am
saying, Lord Mayor, is that if we don't find a public transport
solution for the Gty, if our Governnent doesn't actually end
up listening to us, or at least talking to each other, there
wi Il be an electoral harvest for those of us who nmake the case
to the people. Thank you. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR SHEL BROOKE: My Lord Mayor, road charging - it really
Is an ill thought out policy. | represent a rural ward,
Har ewood Ward, as many peopl e know, and the idea of road
charging is that the heavily congested roads will be charged a
certain anount and that charge for going on those roads wll
decrease on the smaller the roads. Now, | amsure it is not
beyond the wit of man or anybody to realise that if we take the
rural roads into Leeds it is going to be a |ot cheaper than

com ng down the A64. It will have a devastating effect on
many of the smaller villages in ny ward in particular and the
out si de wards because people will quickly work out the cheapest

and easiest way to get into the town centre.

It has been nentioned about congestion charges in London
and how successful that has been, but there are two inportant

poi nts here. First of all, the congestion charge covers a
conpl ete area. There is no avoiding the fact if you want to
get into that area you have to pay the sane price. There is

no getting round it, you have got to go in, and there is

evi dence that many small businesses wthin the congestion
charge have seen a reduction in their takings, and that really
echoes the points that Councillor Blackburn was making and the
fact that if we take this Cty and charge in this Cty al one,
no-one is comng here; they are all off to Wakefield or
Huddersfield or Sheffield or, worse still, over the Pennines.

Now, the other point is, of course, that congestion
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chargi ng perversely w dens the gap. At a tinme when we are

trying to narrow the gap, it w dens the gap. Now, many of you
wi Il realise, perhaps, that Councillor Finnigan drives a

wonder ful car. He drives a Citroen 2CV, which | have seen him
in, and | indeed used to have one nyself, so | can tal k about

the nerits of this car, but isn't it a bit perverse that under
this schene, if you are taking all the tax off petrol and car
tax and all being charged the sane, then Councillor Hanley in
his great big car is paying relatively the same anount as
Counci | I or Fi nni gan. O course, perhaps that is why the
Soci al i st Governnent are going to bring his policy in, really,
so rat her than maki ng everybody have equal they are just making
sure the rich pay the sane as the poor.

Young drivers. In ny ward | have a | ot of pubs and
things and there are a lot of --- (I nterruptions) There's a
| ot of pubs and they enploy a | ot of people who are 18 years
old, and this is often their first job on the | adder. They

have got cars and they use those cars to go there, but if they
are having to pay increased charges to do that, we are limting
their ability to take responsibility for thensel ves. These
are sonme of the far-reaching parts of it.

| think we are likely to see all the taxes di sappear into
the Governnent (inaudible), and, of course, as Councill or
Golton has just nentioned, this cones in the very week that we
have heard that they are thinking of putting congestion charges
on the trains. It just doesn't add up.

Now, as you know, the first deputation today was from
residents in Schol es. One of the areas we are fighting for
for the residents in Scholes is for a direct bus |ink between
the village of Barw ck and Schol es. Barwi ck and Schol es share
t he sane parish Council. They share a | ot of the sane
anenities and they cannot get a bus fromone village to the
next . How can we be tal king about penalising the car driver
when people in ny ward already at this tinme cannot use the
facilities which are | ess than a couple of nmles away?

Now, | have a feeling that this idea of road charging
m ght just be to frighten the public, frighten us all. My
goodness, we are all going to be paying £35,000 a year to use
our cars, and then sure enough the Governnent cone along with a

totally different proposal which will be another stealth tax.
Qur taxes wll go up but we will be so relieved that it is not
this one that they will |let that one go under the radar.
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I will give you anot her exanpl e. Tormorrow | am | ucky

enough, | amgoing to see the cricket up in Durham and there's
four of us going and we thought to ourselves, "Vell, we wll

get the train." Well, first of all the train ticket, £33
each. It is not going to cost us over 100 quid to take the
car. Second thing, the last train back to Leeds, what tinme do
you t hi nk? 7 o' cl ock. Cricket doesn't finish till 10.

mean that just blows that idea straight out of the water. So

it is not really an alternative, is it?

But, of course, the big point is this, and this is why I
support Councillor Harris's paper, because if the public have
an easy way to get into work, a reliable way, a way which is
there convenient to them and cheaper, they will take that
alternative. Nobody wants to sit in their car for ten m nutes
at each traffic |ight when they can be in town in ten m nutes,
so | support Councillor Harris's paper and | urge this Counci
to do so. Thank you, ny Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR J. LEW S: Lord Mayor, | am here to second
Counci |l or Lyons's anendnent which is considerably briefer
than Councillor Harris's original notion, which nust have taken
several fag packets to wite all that across, and | think one
of the inportant things to renenber is that - and | amgoing to
have to agree with Councillor Golton here - transport is noving
up the political agenda.

Counci | | or Shel brooke, who represents the ward next to
mne and lives in mne, tal ks about the problens in rura
ar eas. Mysel f, Councillors Wakefield and Parker know
I ncreasingly people are comng to our advice sessions and they
are asking for not nmuch nore than the tinetables that Metro
publ i shes on behalf of the bus conpanies are stuck to by the
bus conpani es so that they know when they go for a bus it wll
turn up. So when we tal k about inproving public transport it
is not just about creating a great wwsh |ist and calling for
reports from O ficers and bl am ng the Governnent and bl am ng
everybody el se. There are sone steps that could be taken in
this Council, and in Metro to nmake inprovenents to public
transport that nmany people want to see, and it m ght take
massi ve regulation and a | ot nore subsidy to nmake the bus
services run as to the tinetables and nake sure that they serve
all the communities, not just the profitable routes but, you
know, let's nove down that road and, as Councillor Bl ackburn
says, Supertramw || cover a lot of the Cty but there will be
a huge part of the district that won't be covered by Supertram
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Again, | amgoing to agree with Councillor Leadl ey here,
who sat with many of us on Metro this year, and we have to talk
about nore than just Supertram when we tal k about inproving
public transport in Leeds. So | amgoing to draw these bri ef
comments to a close by saying let's be brief, let's nmake it
absol utely cl ear whatever happens over the next weeks and

nonths that this Council will not have any form of road
charging using trial whatever w thout inproved public
transport. Let's support Councillor Lyons's brief notion

whi ch says that and let's all nove forward with all nodes of
public transport in the Cty. Thank you, Lord Mayor.

( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: My Lord Mayor, obviously | reserved ny
right to speak so | am supporting Councillor Harris's
Wi te Paper. | don't think we should be accepting Councillor
Lyons' anendmnent.

I want to make it crystal clear because, unlike sone of
the speakers, | am opposed to road charging in this Cty, as
are all nmenbers of ny G oup. W don't think it is necessary.

What is necessary is investnment in the public transport
system We have waited 15 years. We had pronmi ses froma
previ ous Governnent. We had prom ses fromthis Governnent.
As yet, none of that has come to fulfilnent.

Wrse than that, it has already been nentioned, the A65
bus corridor, we were prom sed that by this Government. We
are nowtold it is on hold. At the end of the day we are
tal ki ng about investnent in public transport in a nmajor success
story, the Gty of Leeds.

| also get very tired of people saying we are reaching

| ogj am We are reaching nothing of the sort. Anybody who
travel s anywhere outside of Leeds nust realise that Leeds is
one of the | east congested najor cities in the country. That

is why so rmuch inward i nvestnment has conme into the Cty. You
m ght not |ike having to take half an hour to travel 5 mles,
whi ch nbst of us do, but in nmany major cities you would take an
hour or an hour and a half to travel 5 mles, so we are not
reachi ng | ogj am

That does not nean that we don't need the investnent in

Supertram and it does not nean we are conpl acent, because
there are clearly major public transport issues. W have
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al ready heard reference nmade to the deputation that cane
earlier today, but the biggest fear of all that | have is that
we have given too many wong signals over the past 2 years to
the Governnent, and | worry that they think we are a soft

t ouch. You know, we went along with these caneras to tria

t he technol ogy. | said at the tinme, "This is not the right
thing to do. The perception of the civil servants wll be,
'Here we have got them ." The faster we get those pieces of
metal taken down, packed up and sent back to Alistair Darling,
the better.

| nentioned earlier today, and you want to listen to this

very carefully. | nmentioned earlier today major investors
that this Cty has been tal king to. Il will tell you this,

that if this Governnent forces this city into road chargi ng we
will seriously jeopardise major investnment into this Gty. e
will set the econom c expansion, the "C osing the gap" agenda,
and various other things back for years. | can tell you as a
matter of fact that six other cities not far fromhere are

al ready talking to conpanies in Leeds saying, "Cone to us. e
are not going to have road charging. They are.” That is a
fact. That is al ready happeni ng. Don't shake you head, Liz,

that's what is happening. That is what is happening. We
cannot put in danger the econom c prosperity of this Cty al

for the inperative of making sure that nore people in this Gty
share in the prosperity.

| was given a statistic by a major player, who I will not

nanme, who said that their turnover on Oxford Street dropped by
8% when Livingston introduced road chargi ng. Way can that be
survived? Because London is a capital city. A lot of snal
busi nesses are feeling the pinch very badly. The maj or
busi nesses have to grin and bear it because they are stil
probably, quite frankly, doing very well, thank you very nuch.

There is no major business in this Cty that could stand 8%
off its bottomline. That is not a politician speaking, that
i s sonebody in business speaking, and the nessage to this
Governnent has to be | oud and has to be clear, "You have

prom sed us investnent. You are spending 20 tinmes the cost of
Supertram on Crossrail . It istime to invest in the north.
It istime toinvest inthe City of Leeds." ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: | just wanted to draw attention to the wording
of the anmendnent, which | thought was extrenely cogent, lucid
and wel | expl ai ned by Councillor Lyons. It says, "before any
formof road use charging is considered". It is not saying
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that if we get the public transport that we require we wll
concede road charging as a result, because none of us would
have gone along with that.

The anmendnment is quite clear, "before any formof road
user charging is considered for Leeds", because many of us
woul d consider road charging a tax really on the poor, because
weal thy people |ike Andrew Carter and Leslie Carter with these
big notors can afford to pay an extra tuppence a mle or 10p a
mle or whatever it nay be. There are nany people who sinply
could not afford that and it would be a severe inposition on
t he poorest people, so there are other issues, social issues.

But what we are concerned about is getting a proper
infrastructure in Leeds. I think what Councillor Lyons'
anmendnent is saying very clearly, this is what we need, and if
It needs banging on Mnisters' doors, let's go and bang on
M nisters' doors, but let's make sure we are not
msinterpreting, as | felt Councillor Carter was, this
amendnent whi ch does not concede in any way road charging.

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: Lord Mayor, | think the problemreally is
that we are all pretty well of the sane m nd. | nean, we
all want an inproved public transport system and that really
I's where the debate ought to stop. The two things ought not
to be |inked. Road chargi ng and an i nproved public transport
system are two conpl etely separate considerations and one nust
happen no matter what el se then foll ows.

| nean, it is worth considering that if road charging is
in any event the flavour of the nonth in 15 years tine or
whenever it is that it may be introduced, who knows how ol d hat
and absurd the idea of road chargi ng may have becone by then,
whereas there can be no doubt at all that the only way you can
get people out of cars is if you give theman alternative neans
of getting in and out of the city. That is the only thing on
whi ch we should currently focus because Andrew and | perhaps
have a slightly different view, and maybe in certain
ci rcunstances there may be - | have said this previously - a
case for road charging. There may be, but that is a
conpl etely separate debate in its own right.

The danger here is by linking the two in the sane breath
you send a signal to London that says, "Ah, you know, here is
t he coded nessage. Here is the foot in the door. VWhat t hey
are really saying is, well, go on, you know, scratch our backs
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and if you scratch our backs we will scratch yours." That is
t he danger of the anendnent.

Now, in the end, as has been said al ready, and unl ess you
are a car fanatic |like Les or ---

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER Don't be nean. | haven't said a
wor d.

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: Nobody in their right m nds woul d spend

hours sat in a car and the expense of that if there is a
cheaper, faster, efficient confortable way of noving around the
city and around the country, and that is the issue. W have
got to have that no matter whatever el se happens, and that's
what we should say with an absol ute unequi vocal united voice,
give us a proper alternative public transport systemand let's
start fromthere, and then we will see what happens. Thank
you, Lord Mayor

THE LORD MAYCR Next we take the vote on the anendnent in the
nanme of Councillor Lyons. Those in favour of the
amendnent pl ease show.

MEMBER OF COUNCI L: Recor ded vot e.

THE LORD MAYOR: We have a request for a recorded vote. W
will now have to wait for everybody to cone back into the
chanber .

THE CHI EF EXECUTI VE: WIIl all Menbers ensure again pl ease that
they are in their allocated seats. Al'l Menmbers shoul d

refer to their desk unit and press the button nmarked "P".
Those Menbers in favour of the anmendnent in the nane of
Counci |l or Lyons should press the "+" button. Those Menbers
agai nst that anendnent should press the "-" button, and any
Menber wi shing to abstain and have that abstention recorded
shoul d press the "0" button.

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: Lord Mayor, | cannot get ny "P" to work.

COUNCI LLOR LYONS: So that rumour is true, then! (Laught er)

THE LORD MAYOR: W will nmake a note, Councillor Wakefi el d.
kay, Councillor Wakefield s vote has now been recorded.
Qut of 91 Menbers present, 43 have voted in favour of the
amendnent and 48 have voted against with no abstentions and
therefore the anendnent is |ost and the resol uti on now becones
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t he substantive notion in its original form The origi na
nmotion in the nane of Councillor Harris ---

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: Lord mayor, can | request for a recorded
vot e.

THE LORD MAYOR: Can we have a seconder? Thank you. W are

now goi ng to repeat the process. Wait a mnute. e
t hi nk we have | ost sonebody, just hold on a m nute. It
appears to be a technical problem Apparently we haven't got
a recording of the recorded vote. However, it is witten down
so we know what happened and it can be recorded manually.
kay, so now we go on to the original notion. Oh dear. | am

sorry, apparently it is not witten down, although |I have seen
it on the screen, so we know what the result is going to be but
we now have to go through the procedure of doing it manually, |
t hi nk. No, we don't. We are alright again now because it

m ght have been del ayed but it has in fact now recorded, so
what we said before is now a matter of record.

THE CHI EF EXECUTI VE: Yes, it all seens to be working and in
order and | apol ogi se that Councillor Wakefield' s
prevarication on the |ast occasion caused those --- On the
basis that all Menbers are in their allocated seats, would they
pl ease refer to their desk unit and again press the button

mar ked " P". Those Menbers in favour of the notion in the nane
of Councillor Harris should press the "+" button. Those
Menbers agai nst that notion please press the "-" button, and

any Menber wi shing to abstain and have their abstention
recorded, please press the "0" button.

THE LORD MAYOR: W have a result. Menbers present 91.
Those voting in favour "Yes" 48. Those voti ng agai nst
"No", 38. 5 abstentions. That is carri ed. Thank you.

| TEM 14 - VWHI TE PAPER MOTI ON - GRASS- CUTTI NG SERVI CE

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: Lord Mayor, | know many of us know t hat
there is global warm ng and the inpact of global warm ng
in our conmunity, but nobody ever expected to see Brazilian

rainforests grow in our conmunities either, and they are. In
fact, | understand we have | ost a few people who have gone out
to hang the washing out in Bram ey and they are | ooking for

t hem now. And if it wasn't through Councillor Harris's mantra

that he brings into the Council every tine, it would be
| aughabl e, but we all know that Councillor Harris comes in and
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tell us how front |ine services have been protected, how we are
going to get innovation and excellent delivery, and here we
have an absol ute shanbl es of a service. And, you see, this is
the same Councillor Harris that once said about Councill or
David Morton he had a bright future. David, | can't see you

dazzling us but it is lovely to see you back. W w sh you
wer e back because | think you did a better job when you were

t here. It has gone worse since you were off. Counci | | or
Harris is now sounding nore |ike Comcal Ai every week. You
know, | read his letter of apology in the Eveni ng Post. He
apol ogi sed to the people, and he | oves apol ogi si ng. It nust

be the easiest thing in the world, but guess what.
(I nterruption) You didn't, so you need to keep quiet.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: | have not spoken yet.

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: You know, he even blamed us in the
apol ogy, and let nme give you Councillor Steve Smth's - a

ni ce bl oke, but this is his excuse for the worst service that
any of us have seen. Listen to this one. Counci ll or Steve
Smth said, "W have experienced teething problens with the new
contract but we and d endal e have pulled out all the stops to
solve them™ Can you believe that? It is just |ike saying
the Titanic has got a snall | eak. It has been an absolute
di sgrace, and it still is 4 nonths |later, and then he went on
to say anot her quote under pressure, and guess what it says.
Here is another cracker for you. He says, Councillor Steve
Smth said, "It would be greatly appreciated if people could be
patient and give the special teans a few weeks to restore our
grassed areas to full standing." How any nonths is it now,
Councillor Sm th? Four nonths and we have still got grass
that is 4 feet high

You know, | do think, on a serious point, that this
service is letting people down who have a hi gh degree of civic
pride and participation. It is no good issuing fines for
litter which we believe in, or dog fouling which we believe in,
we introduced, if you are going to |l et people down by letting
the grass grow far too high and nmaki ng the whol e place | ook an
absol ute tip.

You know, there are organisations in our City, and I wll
gi ve you sone of them Kippax in Bloom Mcklefield in Bl oom
Qulton in Bloom Rothwell in Bloomand many other villages who
work hard every week and every nonth to nmake their fl owerbeds
| ook good, who feel profoundly |et down. At a crucial tine of
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the year when judges are com ng round to judge vill ages, they
can't see the fl owerbeds because they are covered up in weeds
and grass, and there are a nunber of people in Kippax who are
really, really annoyed about the Council letting them down
during a crucial stage.

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: My Lord Mayor, | understand that
Counci | | or Wakefield has very kindly given way to nme, and
It suddenly occurred that unless | rose to speak now we woul d
all go hone now. (I nterruptions) So, Lord Mayor, | would
like to beg | eave of Council under the provision of Counci
Procedure Rule 22.1 that Procedure Rule 3.2 be suspended to
allow all White Paper notions to be heard.

THE LORD MAYOR: | s that seconded?
COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: Seconded, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carried)

THE LORD MAYOR: In that case we are here for quite a while
yet . Pl ease resune, Councillor Wakefiel d.

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: Plus one mnute or ten mnutes as
sonebody el se over there had when there was an
interruption by Councillor Atha - | think it was Councillor
Harris.

Let's go back to a very, very serious point, that these
peopl e who work for weeks and nonths voluntarily to make their
conmunities, their village | ook good, have been profoundly |et
down. And the other group who have been | et down are old
peopl e. There are many ol d people who |like the recreationa
ground in the sunmer to socialise, to play with their children,
to wal k around, and they cannot go out because the grass is far
too high, and now they are phoning ne up, and | am sure ot her
col | eagues have been phoned up, because where they have cut the
grass they have just left it on the pavenents and there is
worries about it raining and old people slipping.

And the other groups who have been | et down are just
ordi nary people, people who work in their own gardens next to
verges where there is dandelions and grass blowng into their
gardens day in, day out, and again underm ning civic pride and
civic participation.
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Now, you have got to ask why. Why has this happened?
And it is sinply this, a contract was let in March, far too
late, with a conpany that hadn't got the resources, hadn't got
the staff, hadn't got the equi prent and, in fact, hadn't got
the wherewithal to keep up and maintain the grass, and you have
to ask the question, why did this happen? Surely you should
have backed off. You shoul d have backed off and said, "W are
not letting the contract, it is far too late, it is grass-
grow ng season", but instead they let it out and now we have,
as | say, a fiascointhis City and a fiasco in every
conmuni ty.

Now, the other issues, and | hope that Councillor Smth
can answer because if any one of us were performng this duty
you woul d have to ask whether they had been fined, or we had

been fi ned. Have the contractors been fined? Have they been
nmoni t or ed? Have they been asked to inprove their act? Because
so far we can still see 4 nonths |ater hundreds of letters,

pressure throughout the Cty, and yet we can still see parts of

our comunity that have not been cut.

It is sinply not good enough, and let nme just say why |

think this is a matter of resignation. Councillor Carter said
earlier we never resigned. Absol utely true. There were one
or two cases. If we had nmade m stakes as big as this | think

we woul d have had to consider resigning, but let me just say
this. Councillor Harris ---

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: Wul d you just repeat what you just
sai d?

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: No.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: Pl ease repeat it because | really, really
am having difficulty. Repeat it, please.

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: You have difficulty Iistening. You got
it wong last tine, so --- | renmenber you coul dn't hear
| ast tine so you get a hearing aid, Andrew, and then you wl|
get that.

Councillor Harris said this, "W won't sit there until we
are dragged scream ng and ki cking fromoffice. If the Gty
says we have done a bad job we will go, and we will deserve to
go, but I wll wait and see and Andrew, David and | are very,
very confident that they will appreciate what we are about to
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do for them"™ Vell, | think the public have already given

their statenent. I think they have already said it is the
wor st service they have ever seen. You can check the letters
up for all you like, I amsure you are being | obbied in your

own comunities, in your ow surgeries. W are, day in and day
out, because to be quite frank and to be quite truthful it is
an absol ute disgrace for the people of Leeds and they deserve
their noney back for a service they are paying week in, week

out . | nove, Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)
COUNCI LLOR LOVE: | thought | would introduce a bit of |ight
relief. On the front page of the Evening Post, the poor

citizens of Wetherby are so desperate to get their grass cut
that they have invited the burglars from Weal ston to cut their
grass for themand unfortunately they do what burglars do,
which is burgle the houses.

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: Not t he case. Not t he case.

COUNCI LLOR LOVE: Well, a bit of levity, but anyway I am here to
give a West Leeds perspective, because clearly Wst Leeds has
suffered along with the rest of the City during the last 4 or 5
nont hs. | was called to an area called the Snowdens a coupl e
of weeks ago. It took me 10 minutes to find the constituent -
he was stuck in the mddle of the grass - but eventually | saw
his hand at the top and I was able to see him and we wal ked
round the estate, and | was really shocked to see where the
grass hadn't been cut of course it was very high but where it
had been cut it was worse than where it hadn't been cut. It
was actually very simlar to a Mhican haircut so there was one
straight bit and then this nmassive big bit in the mddle and
then one straight bit, so we have dubbed it now t he Snowdens
are now the Mhicans, so if you can't find it on the A-Z,
that's why - because we have renaned it.

I was pleased to be asked to speak today because | wanted
to say that actually, on a very serious note, we are going to
be scrutinizing this issue on the Gty Services or Environnent

or whatever we have decided to call it nowadays, and | wanted
to offer the Council Menbers the opportunity to work with us to
devel op the brief. W are already |ooking at the brief and we

are going to be asking the questions about how the decision to
tender canme about, why we chose d endal es, you know, from

begi nning to end we are going to be | ooking at that. W will
be really happy to receive comments from ot her Menbers about
what happened during this process, because | think it is really
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i mportant, and | know that on this side Menbers have got every

faith in the scrutiny process, and even if | don't ever say it

to your face, Barry, you are an excellent Chair and I think you
are very fair.

COUNCI LLOR TAGGART: Ki ss of death, that.

COUNCI LLOR LOVE: Well, you are an excellent Chair and | think
there will be a very fair process, so we will be happy to

stand by the outconme of that, and I amsure it will find that
t here have been |lots of m stakes made, and hopefully we shall
| earn fromthose m stakes and end up being a better
adm ni stration globally as a consequence, but | do feel that
there has been quite a | ot of m smanagenent, |ots of things
t hat have gone wrong. W will find out the detail. W w il
be able to nake sone proper recomendations, but in the interim
I think it is right that people should feel a bit sorry for
what has happened, and it is right that we shoul d apol ogise to
the citizens of Leeds. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR FI NNI GAN: Lord Mayor, as ever in Mrley we will be
constructive on such matters and suggest a third way that

you may Wi sh to approach particular matters. Now, we have not
hit Year Zero at this particul ar point. There is no argunent
at all that the grass-cutting is poor. Nobody i s di sagreeing
with that, but if we go back to | ast year and the year before
the grass-cutting was poor as well. Probably | ess worse.

(I nterruptions) Vel |, maybe. Maybe it was fine in your
areas, maybe at that particular point they screwed us in
Morley, | don't know, but certainly in Murley it was poor under
t he public sector. It hasn't been any better as far as we are

concerned at this particular point in the private sector, and
we think that this is an opportunity for us to explore
del egati on down.

Recently we had a neeting with Les Carter, a very cordia
meeting wwth Area Conmttee Chairs who were | ooking at
different issues on how the Area Conmittee structure was
wor ki ng and where we were going in the future, and one of the
areas that we debated and di scussed was grass-cutting, was it

not, Les?
COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER | think it was.
COUNCI LLOR FI NNI' GAN: | think it was nentioned in passing, and

one of the thenes it cane through was that Area Committees
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were very, very keen on seeing if they could handl e the grass-
cutting better than not only the present way it is delivered
but also how it was delivered in previous years. I think that
is a very interesting thing we ought to really explore.

Now, we have a | ot of Parish Councils. Certainly in our
area we have Parish Councils, other areas have Parish Councils,
and all of those are also very keen to get their teeth into
provi ding sone of the services that the local authority
presently runs. They are keen, they are enthusiastic and,
will be honest, they think that they can do a better job, and
perhaps this is an opportunity for us to challenge themto see
i f they can do.

Now, if the whole issue is ultimtely |ocalised, that
gives Area Commttees or Parish Councils or Town Councils an
opportunity to go out and do the job for thensel ves, and who
knows, they mght do a better job. They mi ght be able to do
it cheaper. They mi ght be able to create a schene which
enpl oys | ocal people providing the services locally, and we
think that that is the way that you bring back confidence to
the local comunity. It brings back a pride in the area
because the people who are actually undertaking this service
conme fromand live in that area, and are not rushing around day
after day after day trying to chase their tails and trying to
catch up with a particul ar programe.

So we woul d hope that people would accept that this is a

third way. This is a way forward, different way of
approaching it. Public sector didn't work so well, private
sector is not working so well at this point. W are | ooking

at a localised sector and we believe in Mrley that we have
conpani es who are prepared to undertake this particul ar
activity. Now, there is no way in a mllion years that they
could bid for all of Leeds, it is too big, it is too different,
but what they could do is provide a better quality of service
on a |localised basis, and | suspect if you go to Pudsey or
Horsforth or Wetherby or the East of Leeds, or wherever, the
same opportunities actually present thenselves. So what we are

saying is this is a denocratic process. This is passing down
the accountability and the responsibility to a nore | oca

| evel . We think that you will get a better quality of grass-
cutting at that particul ar point. | formally nove the

amendnent, Lord Mayor.

COUNCI LLOR ELLI OTT: My Lord Mayor, | would like to second the
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amendnment and reserve the right to speak

COUNCI LLOR JARQOSZ: Lord Mayor, | would like to thank the current
adm ni stration because they have really nade ny relationship
with my nother a | ot better. As Councillor Harris often likes
to tell about his personal life, | will tell about mny persona
life. | have been a great disappointnent to nmy nother.

(I nterruptions)

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: | can i magi ne.

COUNCI LLOR JARCSZ: My not her wanted nme to be sonebody |ike
Br enda. H , Brenda. She wanted nme to have a proper
j ob, you know, be a personal assistant to sonebody inportant.
Politics - rubbish. Politics - irrelevant. Local politics
- irrelevant, nothing to do with her. But this adm nistration
has shown her differently.

First of all, she goes to the local café and the first
thing she is told is that, despite Councillor Carter's
prom ses, any of her friends over 60 are now paying £2.80 for a
swi minstead of £1.50. That is a big 10p. That is a big
10p.

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: Lord Mayor, we are not tal king about
SW nm ng, are we?

MEMBER OF COUNCI L: No, but you are in deep water.

COUNCI LLOR JAROCSZ: No. Ckay, but the next thing was then she
| ooks out of her wi ndow, she can't see a thing - grass up
to here. Her nei ghbour, 95, falls. Why does she fall?
Because she is trying to get to her own washing |ine.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER Is it a Council property?

COUNCI LLOR JARQOSZ: O course. Trying to get to her own washing
line, you know, and she has to pay for sonebody to nowit. My
not her has to get her daughter to hack her way to her washing
line, but that is another point. So, suddenly --- And t hen
she can see all the weeds com ng up the paths so as soon as we
get a bit of wet weather we are going to have an ol d person
falling because the weeds are all in the paths. So, you know,
suddenly she realises what politics is about and, if that
wasn't enough, just this |ast week she gets her nei ghbourhood
war den taken away from her. She was quite happy with that
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nei ghbour hood war den. She was quite happy under Fairer
Charging to pay for it, so she is 80, with a heart condition,
and she has had her nei ghbourhood warden taken away from her.
Thank you, ny Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR MULHERI N: Lord Mayor, | would like to draw
attention to the experience of sonme of the residents in a
shel tered housing conplex in nmy ward. | could tal k about the
grass verges in Tingley, East Ardsley and Lofthouse, but | am
going to talk to you instead about the experience of residents
in Jarvis Square in Robin Hood.

Residents in their 70s and 80s have been di stressed at the
condition of their gardens with the grass, and | have
phot ographs to prove it, 3 ft. high and weeds even hi gher.
Two elderly residents fell trying to get to their washing |ines

to hang their clothes out. Anot her el derly gentl eman
attenpted to cut the grass hinself and coll apsed through over-
exertion.

These people are in sheltered housing for a reason. They

shoul d be getting an enhanced garden mai nt enance servi ce.
Instead, up until about 10 days ago, they and their warden were
left to fend for thensel ves. In addition to the physical and
enotional inpact of the authority's failure to neet their

needs, they have al so been inundated with characters calling at
their doors offering to cut their grass, trimtheir hedges and
tidy their flower beds, all for a small fee, of course.

The service, when it finally was delivered didn't really
meet their requirenents either. The grass was cut, al
3 ft. of it, and was | eft behind. The warden, when she went
and asked the people who cane out to do the work whether they
were going to take the grass away, was told it wasn't in their
contract.

| woul d describe this service as nuch worse than poor,
unl i ke Councillor Finnigan. The residents | spoke to could
not understand why a service that they felt had al ways served
them wel | had had to be changed. I, for one, am appalled at
the way the residents of Jarvis Square have been treated, and |
am sure many ot her Council Menbers woul d agree. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR TAGGART: My Lord Mayor, for many years many of us
have trunpeted the fact that Leeds is the greenest city in
Europe, (Interruptions) but there are signs now that that
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greenness is tasking on a worrying turn. | quote froman e-
mail froma constituent sent to nmy good friend and col | eague

Counci | I or Deni se Atkinson, "Dear Councillor Atkinson, | was
wondering if you could help ne trace ny |ost grandson. I live
on the Fernbank Estate and | ast night he went out to play on
the green facing where | live, but unfortunately the grass is

so long he has not been seen since and we are concerned that
the lions, or any other wildlife that may inhabit there, has
had a free | unch. In ny travels | have gone as far as the
outer reaches of Al woodl ey and ot her far-reaching areas and
found that the plains up there are so nuch shorter than the

rai nforest of Branl ey. Must be the clinate change. So |
| eave this matter in your nore than capabl e hands and hope to
hear fromyou in the near future. PS - Thanks for all the

good work that has been done by you on this estate.”

Next e-mail. That was the end of May. 15th June, "Dear
Deni se", sane constituent, "Just a quick update on the state of
t he Fernbank Steppes. At this present nmonment in tinme, the
natives are very restless due to the fact that ny grandchild is
still m ssing. Runour has it now that he has been adopted by
the wildlife in the plains, which on the last visit by the head
ganekeeper was half hacked down, and | use that term "hack"
very | oosely. There is talk that we may have to inport a
flock of sheep to help maintain the wild and | uscious plains
whi ch are now abundant in this part of far off Braniey, but
that will be a last resort as we don't want to start a plains

war . There has al so been talk of the BBC conming down to do a
wi I dlife progranme, maybe even a series |like Mowgli Beware, or
sonmething |ike that. Anyway, the last report is since we |ast

tal ked there has been no-one back to cut down our plantation
and it now | ooks like natives reclaimng our streets as the
weeds are now about 2 ft. down the street fromthe car park.
It doesn't bother me nuch as | have a 4 x 4 vehicle but the
ot her residents conplain when | have to charge themto tow out.

Anyway, Denise, that's my report for just now. Just glad we
have e-mail and not jungle drunms as ny arnms woul d be aching
NOWw. Al'l the best and good |luck on your safari."”

From outer space, ny Lord Mayor, you can actually see the
G eat Wall of China and in Decenber and January you can

actually see the Leeds Christmas lights, | amtold. Now t here
Is a new scene and a growing green glowin this great Gty of
Leeds where the grass is out of control. The runour is that

the Boundary Conmttee for England is to consider renan ng
Leeds wards to better reflect the situation here on the ground,
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for exanple Mddleton Park is apparently to becone M ddl et on-

under - Gr ass. Councillor Guen's ward is to becone Crossgrass
and Vergenoor and, of course, Burmantofts shoul d obviously
beconme Burmantufts. Even Hol | ywood has got in on it. The

great 1941 filmclassic, "How Geen was ny Valley" is
apparently to be rereleased in a new print especially for Leeds
citizens and it is going to be retitled, "How Geen is ny

Al'l ey", and George Lukas is going to bring out a special Star
Wars film and this one again is for Leeds citizens, "Star

Vr s: The Return of the Scythe". Even J. K Row ing has got
inon it and she is witing a brand new book called Harry
Potter and the Prisoner of d endal e". (Laught er)

In Brami ey, nmy Lord Mayor, we have nany tethered aninals,
you will see, who nmunch the grass and Councillors have been to
two neetings recently of tenants who are pleading for nore
ani mal s because where the aninmals are tethered the grass is
actual ly shorter, and there does seemto have been an increase.

Now, there was a rumour going round - | amglad Councill or
Procter has returned, perhaps he can help on this one. It is
said that he summoned a neeting of all the aninmals at
Tenpl enewsam Home Farm and at Lot herton and gat hered them
together and said, "Listen, you lot, all you do is eat and
drink and sl eep all day. Those days are gone. No nore free
| unch. From now on you work", and apparently the idea is to
hel p out his colleague Councillor Smth, the animals living for
the Council are going out nunching the grass, but certainly in
Bram ey the answer seens to be nore sheep.

| amgoing to come on to a great man now, David Mrton
what a great man. Only a year ago we had so many hi gh hopes
of David, how bright the political future was going to be, and
he realised in just a few weeks he wasn't up to it, he couldn't
do the job and he lost the trust of everybody, and did he hang
on? No, he didn't, because in the Evening Post it said he
resigned, it wasn't true, and he did the decent thing - he fel
on his sword. Keith Wakefield has already said we want you
back. W do. W are glad to see him aren't we? (Cries of
"Yes") We t hought you had got lost in the |ong grass,
actual ly.

Councillor Smth, your tine is up. You have had weeks
and weeks and weeks to get the grass right. It is an absolute
di sgrace. It brings a | aughing stock on Leeds. W used to
be proud. W won these awards, Britain in Bloom- no chance
this year. The judges will conme to Leeds and they will say,
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"Who is in charge?" and we will say, "The Crazy Gang". Thank
you very rmuch. ( Appl ause)

THE LORD MAYOR: Counci | | or Beevers.

COUNCI LLOR BEEVERS: Lord Mayor, | would like to wthdraw,
pl ease.

COUNCI LLOR SM TH: (Appl ause) Before | say this, thereis a
"but" comng up, | warn you. The peopl e of Leeds deserve
a better grass-cutting service, and | don't think there is
anybody in this chanber woul d di spute that. The "but" is the
grass needs to be cut to a better standard than it has been for
years and not just in the last 4 nonths, and I will conme to
that shortly.

First of all, | nust deal with Councillor Finnigan's
anmendnent, and at |east it has the benefit of being
constructive, or trying to be constructive. Mor | ey
| ndependents, the effective Qopposition. The schene of
del egation to Area Comnmttees is to be considered by Executive
Board in the near future. However, at this stage there are no
proposal s to del egate grass-cutting. There are econom es of

scale to be nade in having a City-wi de contract and now i s not

the time for further change, and we will not be supporting the

amendnent . However, we do note Councillor Finnigan's conments
and w Il consider the issue and the inplications during the

di scussions on future del egati ons.

Back to the problem There have been ---
COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: You.

COUNCI LLOR SM TH: Well, let's see what the problemis. There
have been problens with grass-cutting in Leeds for years,

so nmaking a change was the right thing to do. Way do | say
that? Well, the Audit Conm ssion, that independent body, in
their original reports follow ng ALMO i nspections in the sunmer
2003 identified grounds nmai ntenance as one of the, and | quote,
"cl ear weaknesses in the services provided by the Council."
The negative outcones of the inspections neant that the ALM3s
were unable to access mllions of pounds of funding in the
foll owi ng year. Your adm nistration, Councillor Wakefield.

In order to raise the standard of grass-cutting right
across the City it was decided that the contract should be put
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out to tender and Hi ghways and the ALM3s were all included to
generate the critical nmass necessary to get the best possible
termns. The decision to go out to tender was taken under the
previ ous adm nistration, as Councillor Wakefield well knows.
It was discussed in his presence at Leader Managenent Teamin
February, March and latterly on 17th June 2004. 17t h June,
remenber that date. Today he is calling for resignations.
17t h June was during the period when he had been voted out of
power by the electorate but declined to resign his office.

Now to the tender. The Hi ghways part came in on price
but there was a delay in the tendering process caused by the
fact that the original tender bids couldn't be afforded by the
6 ALMCs. | understand that they wanted, for instance, to
renove cut grass from sheltered housing sites, Councillor
Mul herin - an admirable aim- but prohibitively expensive.

Yet, despite being advised that the cost would be prohibitively
expensi ve, they neverthel ess insisted on continuing the tender
process resulting in contractors having eventually to reprice
the contract with a consequent 2 nonth delay - 2 nonths while
the grass grew unabat ed. Personal ly, | suspect this is the
prime reason for the disruption to the service.

| | ook over to the benches over there and | see three of
the six ALMO Chairs sat on the Labour benches.

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: One t here.

COUNCI LLOR SM TH: | amlooking to ny left, Peter, listen. I
wonder what they will have to say about the tine |ost

resulting in delays to the start of the contract. Ti me whi | st
the grass was grow ng. | wonder what they will have to say
about the quality of the mapping data they passed over - data
that didn't include all the areas that needed cutting. |
wonder if Councillor Wakefield is going to call upon themto
resign.

In any event, | amnot going to speculate further as to
the root cause of the problens seen. | have asked for
Scrutiny to get to the bottom of what went w ong. Better to
| et that investigation take place without trying to second
guess the outcone. | do look forward to the Scrutiny Board's
report so that we can all of us, and I am | ooking over there as
wel|l as over here, all of us can learn the I essons fromthis
contract start and avoid such problens in future.
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The decision to tender was correct. Leeds residents
deserve a better standard of grass-cutting than they have had
I n past years. W are now novi ng forward. G endal e are
wor ki ng on the second cut on a two-week cycle and this is
schedul ed to be conpleted by the end of this week. The
situation will inprove as nore cuts are done and I am confi dent
that the end result will be a nuch inproved servi ce.

Sonme ALMO Chairs and the | ast adm nistration who shoul d
have known what was going on either did not know or are making
m schief with the consequences of their own actions. My view
is the latter, and they should wi den the range of this notion
if they are not to be considered by sone to be hypocritical, as
the reality may actually show themto be. Thank you, Lord

Mayor . ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: 21 years | have been here, Lord Mayor, and
for 20 of those years | never renenber any Menber of the
Labour adm ni stration apol ogi sing for anything or concedi ng
that they had ever done anything wong or m shandl ed anyt hi ng.
| started today's neeting by openly apol ogising, as | have
done in witing, to the people of Leeds for a service that has
not been delivered in the way it should have been. You have
had an apol ogy as well tonight from Steve Smith and a coherent
expl anation of some of the circunstances which he quite rightly
says, as Alison Lowe said, should now be left to Scrutiny,
whi ch we have asked for, not you, for Scrutiny to report on.

But, Lord Mayor, as nuch as it is right that we should be
criticised, and to a large extent we accept the criticism at
the nonent of the way in which matters have been handl ed, for
the Labour Goup to be calling for resignation after sonme of
the things that they have presided over in their 20 years, 24
years in office is absurd. There is no sense of proportion
what soever to what you presided over and the severity of the
situation in which we find ourselves now, and we do regard this
as serious.

Keith Wakefiel d described grass-cutting as the worst

service we have ever seen. Vel |, Keith, what has happened to
your menory? Let ne just try and jog it slightly. What
about a £60 m | lion backlog in road naintenance across the

Cty, so much so that the roads of this Cty have taken on the
appearance of a Third World banana republic, quite frankly.
That is not selective, it is not sone parts of the City are
okay and ot hers not. Ri ght across the City that is what you
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presi ded over. D d anybody over there resign over it? No.

What about what happened to our Education service when it
went into an absolute tail spin? It went through the fl oor.
So nuch so we received the worst O sted inspection of just
about any local authority in the country, which resulted in the
runni ng of education being placed in the hands of an
i ndependent third party arns | ength conpany. Di d anybody in
t he Labour G oup apol ogise for that? Di d anybody resign?
No, they didn't. Was that not a serious deficiency in a key
service in this city? Yes, it was but you just sat it out and
never once said, "Sorry", never once put your hands up.

And then nore recently, what about the South Leeds
St adi unf You presided over a four tinmes overspend on the cost
of the original budget for the South Leeds Stadi um Has
anybody over there resigned or apol ogi sed about it? No. £9

mllion down the tube on South Leeds Stadium and what was your
expl anati on, Keith? "Well, for 12 mllion quid we have got an
absolute state of the art facility there." well, for 12
mllion quid we ought to have a state of the art facility

t here. In fact, | can't think of the superlative that exceeds
"state of the art". Was that not a serious deficiency and
failing? O course it was. Di d anybody apol ogi se or resign?

No, they didn't.

And then we di scussed today Social Services. You
presi ded over a free-fall of the Social Services' budget and
di d not hi ng. You will see in due course the report says that

but, worse than that, think about it, whilst you sat there
refusing to |l eave office there was an interregnum so to speak,
when by ny calculation £1 mllion was added to the Socia
Services deficit because, according to you, nobody over there
knew what was goi ng on so nobody was attenpting to control it.
D d anybody over there apol ogi se? No. Has anybody over
there ever resigned? No. And that is a catal ogue of what
t he Labour G oup has presided over.

| go back to where | started. What we have provided is
not ---
THE LORD MAYOR: |"msorry, Councillor Harris, you don't go
back to where you start ed. It has been very interesting
but in fact you have used your tine up. Very sorry.

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: And | just again wi sh to apol ogi se. Thank
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you, Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR CLEASBY: Lord Mayor, if | could pick up one of the
items as an exanple that Councillor Harris has just

referred to which shows the - well, for want of a better word -
t he hypocrisy of the Labour Party, and I amreferring to the
@Qus John case that nyself and Councillor Procter on this side
were involved in, and if | could read fromthe verbati m of
Council of 13.10.99, and this is fornmer Councillor Sara Perigo,
who is trying to give an explanation to Council. She sai d,
"If you are called upon to take part ---"

THE LORD MAYOR: Counci |l or C easby, could you just hold the
folder to the side, perhaps, a little? We are having
troubl e hearing you.

COUNCI LLOR CLEASBY: Lord Mayor, | thought this was ny
m cr ophone.

THE LORD MAYOR: Well, for some reason we are not getting any
sound out of it. It mght well be the system

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: Lord Mayor, under 14.4 which reads, "Menbers
shall direct their speech to the question under
di scussi on", then is it not the case that he is diverging
fromthat, therefore is in breach ---

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER We don't know yet. (I nterruptions)

THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Atha, if we can't hear, we can't
make a judgnent, really. | amjust trying to get to a
position ---

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: You are nore fortunate than we are.

THE LORD MAYOR: -- where we can naeke a judgnent. Counci | | or
Cl easby, continue pl ease.
COUNCI LLOR CLEASBY: My Lord Mayor, could | apologise to you in
your great office for the inability of the systemthat we
have as a | egacy of the old adm nistrati on not working
correctly in this chanber. ( Appl ause) Thank you, Lord
Mayor .

Then if | could continue, former Councillor Perigo said,

"If you are called upon to take part in appointing an officer,
the only question you should consider is which candi date woul d
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best serve the whol e Council. You should not |let political or
personal preferences influence your judgnent. You shoul d not
canvass the support of colleagues for any candi date and you
shoul d resist the attenpt of others to canvass you."

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: | again repeat, my Lord Mayor (Interruptions)
| ask you to rule on 14.3. When a point of order is
being raised the polite thing is to sit down and wait for the
Lord Mayor's deci sion.

THE LORD MAYOR: Thank you very nuch, Councillor Atha. | have
in fact taken advice fromthe Chief Executive on this
poi nt and because of the wording of the original Wite Paper
which refers to "Executive Menber responsible for a fiasco" the
view of the Chief Executive is that Menbers opposite are
entitled to raise issues of what they consider to be a simlar

nat ur e. ( Appl ause)
COUNCI LLOR ATHA: If that is the case, it is an Oficer's ruling,
ny Lord Mayor. Coul d you direct us how we can chal |l enge that?
THE LORD MAYOR: | am sorry, | have ruled, Councillor Atha. I
amsorry, | did rem nd you at the begi nning of the Counci

nmeeting of 14.17 which says that the ruling of the Lord Mayor
on a point of order or on the admssibility of a persona

expl anation shall not be open to discussion. Havi ng sai d
that, I would urge Councillor Ceasby to stick to the point
that we are debati ng. Councillor Harris, your Leader, was
given a great deal of latitude in the remarks that he nade of a
general nature. I would ask if you can, please, to now be
specific to the issue in hand. Thank you.
COUNCI LLOR CLEASBY: | amattenpting to nake progress, Lord
Mayor . If I can bow to your greater know edge, | have to

gi ve exanples of why | believe the notion as put down by
Counci |l I or Wakefield is unjust and unfair and why | oppose it,
and | amtrying to give that evidence, and what | am doi ng,
Lord Mayor, is not only reading fromthe Council verbatim
mnutes but if, with deference to you, Council will allow ne to
read fromthe evidences given by those involved to the
Tribunal, then what | amtrying to attenpt to do will becone
patently clear, Lord Mayor, and if | could turn to the

gentl eman next to you and ask M. Rogerson, would it be in
order for ne to read part of your evidence given to the

Tri bunal , please?
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THE LORD MAYCR Okay, we will ask him Just hang on a mnute.
M. Rogerson will reply directly.

THE CH EF EXECUTI VE: Yes.

COUNCI LLOR CLEASBY: In that case, Lord Mayor, what M.

Rogerson said in his evidence, and we all gave these
statenents and signed themin front of witnesses, "It seened to
me on the information available that M. John's i nfornal
contact with the Chair of the Council's Education Commttee" -
that was Sara Perigo - "represented and woul d be seen by any
reasonably objective third party to represent a clear attenpt
by M. John and others to advantage over potential candi dates
for the then vacant post of Director of Education.” Now t hat
Is totally contrary to what Councillor Perigo had said, but
even worse, and as obviously you don't like the truth, because
| amreading the truth, I will read fromthe w tness statenent
of Councillor Al ec Hudson who said, "On the first occasi on when
M. Dalton was present M. Ham lton informed ne that he wanted
to appoint Gus John to the post. | was astounded,
particularly as that suggestion had been made in front of an
Oficer, even one of the seniority of M. Dalton, and | brought
t he conversation quickly to a close by telling M. Ham Iton
that he should sinply tell M. John to apply if he
(i naudi ble)." That was totally wong and breaking the rules
of this Council by M. Dalton, by former Councillor Hudson
(Interruptions) and the point I amtrying to make, Lord Mayor,
if I could go right back to the beginning, this is all because
(Interruptions) a Wite Paper ---

THE LORD MAYOR: Hang on, Councillor C easby. Let's just calm
down for a m nute. The situation on the advice | have

been given is that Councillor Ceasby is entitled to nake the
poi nts that he is making. The question about the red light, |
t hi nk people would accept that it is fair that there have been
interruptions and that on ny view he is still entitled to
approxi mately another half mnute of his tinme in order to w nd
up his point, but I do appeal to you Councillor Ceasby, to
make it relative to the issue in question. (I nterruptions)

He is not getting nore than another half m nute, and that
gi ves him an opportunity to conclude his remarks in relation to
the topic that we are discussing. Now pl ease, Councill or
G uen. | am sorry, you can't conment, Councillor Sel by, at
t he nonent. Let's just get this bit of the debate through.
Councillor Cleasby is going to finalise and then we will take
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anybody el se who hasn't previously spoken who wants to speak in
the debate are perfectly entitled to do so in accordance with
the procedural rules, and they should do that. WIIl you

conti nue, please.

COUNCI LLOR CLEASBY: | will, Lord Mayor. Thank you very much
for your help and gui dance.

Lord Mayor, | amnot sure if you were on the Council, had
been re-elected at this point, but the point | amtrying to
make - and they obviously know the point | amtrying to nmake -
is all the Opposition then, that is these parties here, were
asking was for a censure of the people responsible. They had
taken this Council into disrepute. We only asked for censure.

We have a hiccup in grass-cutting that they started and they
ask for a city hanging. | think I rest ny case, Lord Mayor,
and encour age people to support the opposition in voting
agai nst this Wite Paper. Thank you, Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

THE LORD MAYOR: Thank you. | have got another five speakers on
the list, so those Menbers on ny left who wanted to nake a
contribution to the debate, if they would kindly advise us then
we will extend that list as long as i s necessary.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: My Lord Mayor, to get back to the issue of

grass-cutting. Li ke Councillor Harris, |I entirely accept that
the grass-cutting this year has been a shanbles, quite frankly

- a shanbl es. A shanbl es. It is not up to standard anywhere
inthe Gty. It has to be got up to standard as fast as

possi bl e and, having been got up to standard it has to stay at
that standard, which we intend to be better than the standard
was hitherto.

But, nmy Lord Mayor, it is perfectly right to | ook at how
this all began, and | have to say that Bernard Atha sent a very
interesting e-mail around and | wondered whet her he sent it
bef ore he had any know edge of his Leader's \Wite Paper,
because he seened to be indicating this was a Council problem
we should all be very grown-up about it and address it as being

a Council problem It is a Council problembut we are the
adm ni stration and we take responsibility for it.

The saga started, as Steve Smth has rightly pointed out,
way back in 2003, and | have gone to sone lengths to get a
chronol ogi cal order of events, which | amnot going to go al
t hrough, but | would Iike to highlight one point in particular,
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because it was the first point of a whole series, many in your
time in office, many in our tine in office, when sonebody coul d
have sai d, and should have said, "Hang on, we are heading for a
serious issue here" and nobody did.

The first tine was when it was suggested to the ALM>s and
Steve Smith was quite right, this all cane about because of
t hose inspections that highlighted a bad grass cutting service
fromyour adm nistration, helped to contribute to the | ack of
two stars for the ALMOs and they got junping about, exercising
their rights, which they are always doi ng. It was suggested
to themby the centre, "Well, perhaps it would be better if we
just trialed this in one ALMO to begin with" and a very clear
nmessage canme back, "That's not acceptable to the ALMOs."
Vel l, ny question there would have been, "Who the hell is
runni ng the Council ? The ALM>s or the adm nistration?"
because a big job like this, if there was any doubt about its
success, it should have been trial ed.

The second point, to address Councillor Jarosz's
I ntervention. Pity Councillor Jarosz never tal ks about al
t he wonderful things that we are now doing to invest in the
outer areas, things she never did in any tinme she has been on
this Council. Al'l she does, as | have said before, is |ook as
t hough she is sucking a bag full of |enons when we announce how
much we are going to invest in her ward in Pudsey.

COUNCI LLOR JARCSZ: | always | ook Iike that. | do.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: My Lord Mayor, where was |? Yes. So
the ALM>s set the specification for the Counci
properties, Councillor Jarosz, and this is what they have done.
They seem to have sonehow segregated different types of

shel t ered housi ng. | can take you to sone sheltered housing
in your ward and in mne where the grass has been cut three and
about to be four tines. (I nterruption) Looks better - hang
on, | have not finished - better than it has ever | ooked. But
| can take you to a |lot nore sheltered housing schenes, the
difference being there is no actual warden on site, where the
grass is up here in nmy ward, in your ward. What the hell are
the ALM3s doing? Wiy isn't the spec the sane for all the
el derly peopl e' s housi ng? They woul d have all had four cuts
t hen.

So, ny Lord Mayor, let's just get this in proportion.
Let's get it in proportion.
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The ot her key point is, as Mark has al ready mentioned,
what sort of a systemis it that we have that allows an
adm ni stration seven days after the election result to still be
havi ng neetings with Chief Oficers, which Councillor Wakefield
did, to sign off at LMI the Council Plan which agreed them
out sourci ng market testing of grass-cutting. There is
somet hing seriously wong with a systemlike that.

My Lord Mayor, | could go on to just rem nd Councillor
Wakefield of sone nore issues where people should have
resigned, but | will nmention only one, Landmark Leeds. The
cost of Landmark Leeds was supposed to be £3.65 mllion. It
cost £5.5 million, £2 mllion nore. That is enough to do the
grass-cutting contract in a whole year, by the way. D d
anybody resign over Landmark Leeds? Some of you are stil
her e. You can go trip over the stones for yourselves that you
paid for laying, or the Council Taxpayer paid for. The man
who masterm nded it, and this seens to be common for the Labour
Party, was pronoted, if pronotion it is. He went to the House
of Conmons. But sone of these people were in it up to their
necks, Councillor Wakefield included. The thing with
Counci |l or Wakefield is, ny Lord Mayor, that whenever these
deci sions are nade, he is |like George Bush senior, he was
al ways out of the roomand at the toilet. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER My Lord Mayor, | didn't think | was on
the order sheet at this present tine but can | just start by
one or two particular points? First of all, the question of a
neeting of which I was Area Chairnman whi ch appeared to be on
grass-cutting. Let's just nmake this absolutely clear, it was
not . It was on all sorts of different things and sonebody
actual ly nentioned the question of could grass-cutting be
sonmething that is passed down to the Area Commttees. It was
not a neeting with the Area Conmttee Chairman to say, "Let's
tal k about grass-cutting.”

Can | also conme across to you on here about as far as a
war den is m ssing. If there is a warden m ssing, and | have
got to be careful here because it m ght not be Housing, but if
It is Housing, why haven't you witten to ne? Because | want
to know why a warden is mssing, and I don't know why. I
assume you are not saying they are lost in the grass as a joke.

| assune you nean genuinely that there is no warden there.
Vel |, why haven't you witten? Wiy haven't you told ne?
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COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: She woul d rat her make publicity out of
it.

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER: Oh, is that what it is?

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: She is renown for it. Doesn't get
anyt hi ng done but conplains a |ot.

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER That is why your nother is disappointed

in you. ( Appl ause) Pl ease, just |let nme know. Anybody,
there's | oads of Menbers over there witing on all sorts of

t hi ngs. | do not ignore things that are said to ne. W try
and do whatever we can and | didn't know your nother has no
war den. I want to know why she hasn't a warden and if it is
Housi ng, and I don't know because | know Soci al Services have
sonme, then | will be finding out why. In fact, an e-mail has
al ready gone off while |I have sat here. | have sent one off.

You woul dn't know | have done it, but | have done it.
COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: He has a Bl ackberry, you know.

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER Don't tell everybody! Now, we know it
Is silly season, and we know it is fun tinme, and you nust be
having a great tinme over there. | woul d.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: Well, they don't | ook as though they
are. (Laught er) They | ook as though they have dropped

anot her cl anger. If that's having fun, | wouldn't like to see
them - --

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: Well, it is because you are speaking.

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER It is alright. It is quality

heckl i ng! We don't usually get that fromyou |ot.
(I nterruptions)

Where the hell am1? | haven't got a clue. The
resolution itself - let's stop the silly nonsense now about
peopl e resigning. You know in 30 years none of you ever

resi gned and you have been told about the m stakes that have
been made, nega m stakes because let nme just tell you this

COUNCI LLOR TAGGART: David Morton resigned.

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER | am not tal king about David, | am
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tal ki ng about you. You never resigned in 30 years, any
of you.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: Never apol ogi sed either.

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER You never apol ogi sed, you never
resi gned under any circunstances for whatever thing it is.
Let ne just say this to you ---

COUNCI LLOR TAGGART: (I naudi bl e) resigned.

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER WIIl you be quiet, Neil, for God's
sake, boy.

THE LORD MAYCR Conme on, please. Councillor Carter, can you
j ust pause a m nute. W really need to have sonme sense
in this debate. We are just sort of rattling round the
chanber. If you wouldn't mind just getting on with the point
that you are making ---

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER | amtrying, Lord Mayor. | am trying.
THE LORD MAYOR: -- and kindly stop encouragi ng Councillor
Taggart . Thank you very nuch.
COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER You have done it. | won't tell them
the story why you cone at ne. I know.

Lord Mayor, they are tal king about resignations. I will
say this to you. You say Councillor Smth, you nentioned
Councillor Smth but you do it plural. Now, | don't know who
you nean. Do you nean ny col | eague down here who has to do

with grass-cutting for the parks?

MEMBER OF COUNCI L: The parks have done alright.

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER Par ks have done alright, so you don't

mean John. Wl l, who is the other one? Because | wi ||
tell you this, | was a bit cross to start with because |
t hought you did nmean John. John is one of the finest,
youngest Menbers we have got on this Council, and I'll tell you
what - shut up, John - 1'Il tell you what (Laughter), this |ad
is going to be a Leader of this Council one day and he is going
to sit there with a majority for the Conservatives, and | | ook

forward to being an old man sitting up there and watching it.
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Lord Mayor, just cut the nonsense out. I will tell you
this, that grass is going to be sorted and I will tell you
what . People will forget when it is back down to its proper
level, it wll be sorted and people will then say, yes, that
adm nistration got it right because, unlike your m stakes which
have cost this city mllions we can never get the noney back,
we can sort this one out and will sort it out. Thank you, ny
Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR D. BLACKBURN: Lord Mayor, | have got sone rather

i nteresting newspaper cuttings here. "Let's have our
pat hway cl eared agai n", West Ardsley residents say. "I am
trapped in ny own hone", a disabled |ady says. "The green,
green grass not nown". "Leeds Council accused of breaking
prom ses. Li ves being put at risk by overgrown verges.

Grass peril, the Council grass-cutters are here again. It is

a di sgrace. "
COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER Resi gn. Resi gn

COUNCI LLOR D. BLACKBURN: "Drivers obscured by |ong grass.”
"On the verge, a Rawdon mum battling to get her grass cut.
W don't want any nore of this. Way can't the Council clear
up this ness." "Grass-cutting” again. "Vergi ng on a ness"
about grass-cutting, and the fact is, unlike recently, there is
no MPs with shears supposedly cutting grass. There is no
Counci | I or Wakefield creeping up behind sone grass, a
phot ogr aph. There is a very nice picture of Councillor
Cl easby, m nd you, but when are these newspaper cuttings fronf
Il will tell you - 14th Cctober 1999, 20th Cctober 1999, 7th
June 2001, (Applause) 6th Septenber 2001, 14th Septenber 2001,
1st October 2002, 18th Septenber 2003 and the 5th and 6th of
May from | ast year

The fact is things don't change, do they? In fact,
actually I think it was in 1999 just after | got elected a new
contract with Leisure was signed, and again we had the sane

probl ens as this year. It was signed late, two nonths | ate.
It was signed in March and | can recall nost of ny first
summer on this Council | was being contacted by grass-cutting
and it was just as bad as it is now.
MEMBER OF COUNCI L: Wor se. It was worse.
COUNCI LLOR D. BLACKBURN: It was, but you forget that. The
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one difference is that Councillor Smth and the three
Group Leaders have been trying to do sonething about this and
turn this round, and we will do. Thank you, Lord Mayor.
( Appl ause)

MEMBER OF COUNCI L: Where were you in '99?

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: Were was | in '99? Lord Mayor, this has
been an interesting debate. Until Councillor Bl ackburn
spoke this side spoke about grass-cutting and you spoke about
anyt hi ng other than grass-cutting, anything you could think of
ot her than grass-cutting.

You cal |l ed, when in opposition, on many occasions for the
resi gnation. Whet her it happened or didn't happen is a
secondary act. We are calling for the resignation of the
person who was in charge of this particular portfolio.
Clearly - person or persons - who may own up or not. Now,
clearly he is not going to resign, but it doesn't nean we are
not entitled to ask for that resignation.

Over the last three to four nonths, and Councillor Carter,
in fairness, and Councillor Harris, have admtted that the
grass cutting has not been up to standard. It is interesting
when you want to go back and just about sort of 14 nonths into
the admi nistration you can go back, just about, but it is your
i npl enmentation, it is your delivery, and you said you woul d be

nmeasured by delivery. You have asked the people of Leeds to
measure on how you will deliver, but so far you have not
delivered, and that's the fact. Everything el se is w ndow

dressing, and the fact that Councillor Andrew Carter --
COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER Swarcliffe, was that w ndow dressing?

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: The fact that Andrew Carter wants to keep
goi ng back and bl ane the ALM3s, | can now detect a new
policy fromthe adm nistration evol ving here. I[f we can't do
anyt hing about it, let's blame the ALM3s. W didn't set the
ALM3s up so therefore let's blane the ALM>s and say it is al
their fault.

Next to himis Councillor Les Carter who tal ks about his
two-star generals, delighted when nore noney cones in,
del i ght ed when good work is being done, and also there is
Amanda Carter going round with Les Carter talking to all the
ALMO>s constantly. So let's have an even playing field. St op
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al ways denigrating the ALM> and having a go just sone of us,

four of us in this chanber, actually chaired the ALM3s. It
coul d be sonebody el se another tinme, who knows. So therefore
the ALM>s were quite entitled to ask for an inprovenent, quite
entitl ed.

Now, all of that, all of those discussions, | tell you,
took place between O ficers at the centre and O ficers at the
ALMOs. | can't recall, frankly, the new grass-cutting
speci fication ever conming to any board. Nor should it. It
IS an operational issue. Nor should it. So if Oficers at
the centre and O ficers with the ALMX>s agreed the new
specification, well, so be it. The fact now is that the

service is not and has not been delivered apart from as
Counci |l or Rachel Procter pointed out so eloquently, in a place
not in Leeds at all but in Harrogate. There it is absolutely
perfect because they stray across the border not realising that
they are no | onger in Leeds.

| am speaking following the quite |I think bizarre advice
that has been given to the Lord Mayor about Councill or
Cl easby's contri bution. Al | would say to Councillor C easbhy
is, it doesn't have to be a resignation. I renmenber that that
particul ar individual to whomyou refer ceased to be Chair of
that particular portfolio fairly shortly and fairly quickly
after what you were saying. So there are different ways.
You m ght not renenber. There are different ways of dealing
with this.

You al so nmentioned an O ficer in your speech. vell, |
think it would be very interesting to go back and | ook at
exactly the behaviour and the role that was played and, you
know, the issues surrounding those circunstances, but we can
tal k about that, if you want to nanme nanes, with other people

as wel | . You are not being fair. You are not accepting your
responsi bility. You are trying to go and bl ane everybody
el se.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: The only tinme you ever heard anyone
accept responsibility in this place was when (I naudi bl e)
spoke. -

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: But then you went on to blane everybody el se
and saying it was everybody else's fault.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: No, | said "Let's get things in bal ance"
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is what | said.

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: W will cone back. W will cone back in 6
nont hs ti ne when we can put another White Paper forward
and see what difference to the service has been made.

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: | shall be very brief and I won't provoke

that side at all! First of all, there has been comments
made that calling for resignation in this case is unreasonable
and i nproper. Can | rem nd Andrew Carter that he called for
ny resignation three tines in 18 nonths. The last tinme was to
do with one of the big concerts we were putting on in
Tenpl enewsam and, as a result of that, | wote to every Menber
of the Council - his lot, my lot - and sinply said that these

all egations he is making are so inproper | wasn't going to
respond to them but they ought to know that the allegations he
was maki ng by inplication about dishonesty and dealing with the
Mean Fiddler, | think it was at the tinme, and arguing with the
chap that runs -- Branson who ran Virgin Records and so on, he
all eged by inplication sone mal functioning and called for ny
resi gnati on. | wote to every Menber of Council. | have
still got that on record and | could show you all

Now, | amnot criticising for that. That is just a fact,
so resignations have been called for before. | personally
woul dn't call for resignations because | have been to sone
extent the injured person. In fact, | suppose you are dealing
as an individual to the best of your capacity, which | amsure
Is very considerable, and | amnot deneaning it, | am not being
i ronic, but what has happened is you have been | et down.
woul d be | ooking for failures below the |level you are on, the
peopl e who have got you in the position you are in where you
are having to carry a can, because you have not acted on your
own advice, | presune. You have presunably acted on the
advi ce of others, so where does the fault really lay? On who
shoul d we (i naudible)?

| hope the scrutiny will in fact reveal the basic problem
that occurred in this case, and you denean yourselves a little
by pretending that the condition of the grass nowis only a bit
worse than it has been in the past. (I nterruptions) Sone of
you aren't. Let's be honest. Some of you have made it quite
cl ear. Andrew was very cl ear. He said exactly what it was.
| couldn't have put it nore accurately, but sone are saying
that this is not nearly as bad as you are cl ai m ng. In fact
it is diabolically bad, and let's accept that, but let's find
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out why and who is responsible.

And so with those few words all | would say is let's |ook
for the real culprits, the real people who are responsible, but
in the end you have got to face this. The day began with

Andrew being his usual ebullient self and tackling Councill or

M nkin and really suggesting that she was responsible for a

def ecti ve desi gned and operating fountain. Now, she didn't

design it. She didn't place it. She didn't do the plunbing.
She didn't do any of that, but you were saying she is

responsi bl e. Now, if you claimthat in that case, we are
legitimate ---
COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: | realise she is not the plunber.

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: Wait a mnute, old boy. We are legitimte i f
we ask for his resignation. | think both were w ong. I
t hi nk you shoul dn't have nmade that accusation because you know
darned well that when an architect comes al ong or a designer
conmes al ong, you take their advice. If you don't, you act at
your peril.

So let's find out where the problemis, and so | just

synpat hi se with you. You have taken on a rather sticky stick
at the nonent. | hope it is right. W want to see the grass
cut. W want to see it cut well but, by God, I will tell you,

it proves once again to ne that public service nearly always is
a better nethod of providing a service than a conpany t hat

wor ks for profit. (I nterruptions) Not in every case because
| am passionately supporting --- (Interruptions) They didn't
tender for this contract, | was reliably told, and that was a

deci si on made by whom and when you start |ooking at scrutiny go
back to the point at who made the decision not to tender.

And we al so know t he pressure that the ALM3s have been
putting on people. | just think Leisure Services have been
revil ed. | think they would have nade a better stab at this,
and | would say this, if you are | ooking at the contract, |
woul d have said that the contract that was | et has been broken
so badly by now it is grounds for revocation of the contract
and suing for |iquidated danages, but if you have not got
| i qui dat ed danmages in, go for unliquidated, because if you
don't we are known as a soft touch.

COUNCI LLOR JENNI NGS: Lord Mayor, | hadn't intended to speak on

this White Paper but it has becone obvious that, as the
nood of the evening is apol ogy and confession, fromwhat has
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been said by Councillor Taggart that it is probably I who is

t he second man because | presunably as the Executive Board
Menber for Children's Services amresponsible for these
children lost in the jungle. (Laught er) I f anybody el se
wants to admt to being the third man, they can speak after ne.

| did just want to nake one slightly serious point and
that is | amcertainly not going to belittle the problens being
faced by residents in certain parts of the Cty and by

Councillors receiving a | ot of conplaints. | don't know what
it 1s about the residents of Wetwood but, having spoken to ny
ward col | eagues, | first thought we had three conpl aints. It

turns out when | do a bit of investigation actually it is three
conpl aints by the sane person to each of us.

COUNCI LLOR M NKI N: West Park Fields are done by Parks.

COUNCI LLOR JENNI NGS: No, | am not talking about West Park
Fi el ds. Weet wood Ward, although the West Park Fields are
an inmportant part of it, is a little larger, otherw se our
el ectorate would be small and probably ny dogs would wi n then
rat her than nme, which would be very enbarrassi ng, although they
m ght nmake a better job of it!

So | decided to talk to a few nei ghbours and friends and
people | see around and about who |I know and the admtted truth
was, listening to them | think the point that Councillor David
Bl ackburn nmade; they hadn't noticed it was worse this year
because their coment was, "It is pretty awful every year”
Maybe that's because we, not being represented by nenbers of
the former admnistration, didn't get a very good grass cutting
service before this year, but | would just |ike to say that
al t hough obviously it is not within ny remt | would like to
say that the whole of the Executive Board, |ead Menbers and
every Menber of the Council at all levels on this side of this
chanber, although we know there is a problem also knowit is
our job to get it right, and that is sonmething that we will do.

( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR PRCCTER: Lord Mayor, | thought | should just correct
sone of the comments that have been nade, and one quite
specifically - it seens a long tinme ago that it was comrented
on - but that was in relation to Leeds in Bl oom It is not
true to say that we won't win prizes at Leeds in Bl oom The
peopl e who are out there across the Gty work very hard within
the In Bl oom organi sations, and | thank Councill or Robi nson for
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taking the lead for these matters in the Cty now and Deni se
for previously heading up the In Bl oom peopl e. They wor ked
exceptionally hard to deliver a truly stunning environnment for
all of the people who Iive within those areas, and we are
determ ned that those In Bloomcommttees will succeed this
year and we as a City are working closely with Gendale to
ensure that that wll happen.

I would advise you to talk to sanme of the people who are
on the In Bloomconmittee to see if that is happening on the
ground, and you will find that it is, and we are determ ned
that we are going to win prizes despite these difficulties that
we currently have.

Sonet hi ng that has not been nentioned so far, | think
Councillor Carter alluded to it, and that was the issue of
Parks & Countryside actually cutting the grass. It is no
secret, | don't think, to anybody that O ficers in Parks &

Countryside and certainly the entire workforce were al nost
overj oyed when they knew that they were not going to have
responsibility for certain areas of grass-cutting wthin Leeds.

I know certainly that |arge nunbers of nenbers in the
Labour G oup were overjoyed because they knew what that woul d
then do and what actually happened is a | arge nunber of people,
all of those people who were involved previously in grass-
cutting in fact, did not transfer over to G endal e. Maybe you
coul d argue that they should have done and that know edge woul d
have transferred as wel|. But what actually happened and what
we were all, weren't we, keen to do was reinvest that workforce
into our parks, and so if you go round our parks at the nonent
you will see a dramatic difference, actually, that has taken
pl ace over the past year.

It is interesting Councillor Leadley - he is not here at
the nonent - he commented on the wonderful grass-cutting on
roundabouts and he attributed it to rabbits, | think, in his
| ocal vicinity. Well, actually all of the roundabouts are
| ooked after by Parks & Countryside and again | hope we woul d
all agree that the standard of nmintenance on the roundabouts
has dramatically inproved, but there was a rational e behind
what was done.

It is this business about, "Nothing happened under us.

Not hi ng happened under Labour™. Vell, it did. Look, here
are the pages. This is the flow of e-mails and correspondence
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that noved around under your adm nistration on this subject,

and again no doubt Scrutiny will have an awful |ot of reading
to do to see exactly what took place, and it is Menbers
opposite who will have quite a shock. It is Menbers opposite

who wi Il be surprised at the detail of the information that
Counci |l or Wakefield certainly was aware about in terns of how
we got to the position that we ultimately inherited.

W shoul d al so renenber that we all had a part to play in
the establishnent of this contract, and the people who had a
very inportant part to play, that seened to think everything
woul d be alright, | guess they nust have been convi nced t hat
t he whol e of the set-up of the contract was right, the
frequency was right, the nobilisation period was right:
Counci |l or Lyons, Councillor Lowe, Councillor Lew s and
Counci |l l or Grahane, all of whomsat on the Gty Services
Scrutiny Board had the issue before them on a nunber of
occasions, as | understand it, in ternms of regular updates and
didn't choose to launch an investigation into the m nute detai
of the contract. Per haps we coul d argue that they shoul d have
done, and that Menbers on this side should have done as well,
actual ly. Per haps they shoul d have done that, but that is the
role of Scrutiny. That is what your role is. That is what
the rol e should be and perhaps all of us, those on Scrutiny,
need to look a little closer in terns of the anpbunt of detai
that they paid to this particular issue.

In terns of what coll eagues have already said, clearly the

situation has to inprove. The situation will inprove, and I
hope we will see a little I ess of some of the articles we have
seen in the press. Thank you, Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)
COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: | think you will probably have sone
| at er di spute, John, with the Menbers, | was hearing,
about your version of the events on Scrutiny. (I nterruption

out si de chanber) There you are, they are cheering ne already.
That was quite good because actually | thought Stephen got a

round of appl ause when he stood up, Councillor Smth, and I

t hought, "Wat happens if he does a good job?" I nean, he got

t hat round of applause for doing a terrible job.

But can | just remind Councillor Andrew Carter, | did
apol ogi se once when | was Leader, and | apol ogised to Les
Carter for not being at the conference, for not sending an
invitation to himat the conference and Les, in his true
stat esman way, accepted that apology and, |ike Bernard Atha, |
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think nmy resignation has been called for on simlar occasions
by Andrew Carter on nany, nmany occasions, and in fact | think
there is not many peopl e whose resignation --- I think, Tom
Murray, you were called for once, so there's not many of us who
have not been called for to resign by Andrew Carter

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: There's not many of you who shoul dn't
have resi gned.

COUNCI LLOR McKENNA: Not hi ng as changed t hen, Andrew.

COUNCI LLOR WAKEFI ELD: But, you know, | always know when the

adm nistration is in trouble because they bring out Brian
Cl easby as the village idiot, and off he goes. He tal ks about
everything and nothing - it goes on forever - and then you get
the Andrew and Les show, again everything bar grass-cutting.
H story of the world since the Big Bang. They have been on 30
years and all this. You get to hear their life story and you
get a little nugget there about the truth but the rest is just
bl ust er and snokescreen and deflection all the way al ong.

Let ne just say to David Bl ackburn about his articles, no-
one on this side has ever said the service was perfect. e
acknowl edge, and all of us round here woul d acknow edge t hat
the grass-cutting was not good enough under our adm nistration.
That is recorded and, in fact, there was a debate, and in

actual fact it got to --- The heart of the debate was really,
should it be a public service or should it be a private
service? And we took the view, like we did wth the refuse

collection, and that is that you have to give the public sector

an opportunity to inprove. On doing so - this is the

absol ute, you know, as | said - in doing so we said we needed

to test it and put it out to tender. What we don't know, and

Bernard is absolutely right, is how our public sector - they

m ght have been relieved but I can assure you ny understandi ng

of this was that the public sector woul d tender al ongside the

private sector, and the truth is that you have acknow edged it.
You have acknow edged it.

What happened is you shoul d never have |et that contract
out at that time of the year. It was wong to do so. The
grass had started to grow, the conpany wasn't equi pped. You
are now chasing frantically, or they are, and that is why we
have got such a shanbles, and | defy anybody with their hand on
their heart to say that it is as bad now as it has ever been.

It is worse. Far wor se.
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W were bad but this is far worse, and | think there are
some fundanental questions which unfortunately Stephen hasn't
addressed in his contribution. He didn't say whether the
conpany were going to be penalised. He didn't say whether
there was going to be --- Vell, it can all be scrutiny but,
come on, you elect a Menber to take sone | eadership and
responsi bility. | have got every faith in Scrutiny but
soneti mes you have to hold your hand up and say, "I should have
nonitored it. | should have asked the question and | shoul d
have pushed", you know.

And | don't care, by the way, if ALMO are letting people
down, they are wong, Les. I f people are not getting the
service and ALM3s haven't done, | don't care whether it is us,
ALM>s or anybody, the sinple fact is this, that cutting grass
is very sinple and it is very inportant, because nearly
everybody in this Cty needs that kind of service. It is a
public service. We ought to be able to deliver it better.

We ought to be able to deliver it efficiently.

| acknowl edge the words that Stephen and others have said
about the need to inprove and, as people said, in 6 nonths tine
we wll be able to judge you again, and it is right that the
Qpposi tion does cone back wth a Wi te Paper and does the
things that you used to regularly call on and that is, if it is
not right, then we need accountability. No good hi di ng behind
past history now. That argunent is losing its resonance now
and | can assure you there are many people in this Cty are not
bot hered about the history of the world of the Council, al
they want to know is that there is a basic good public service
whi ch they believe they are paying for and they believe they
deserve, and if they get that then, quite frankly, that is
about closing the gap and it is about providing excellent
service, and sadly they have not, and what | would say to you,
St ephen, if you do the honourable thing, which I don't think

you will, 1 have got sonething for you. | have got a nice
little cap here for you that you will be able to go to called
"d endal es - Think G een, think d endal es". | am sure that

you will wear it with pride. On that, Lord Mayor, | do think,
as | say, there is a huge responsibility.

| am pl eased that the adm nistration have acknow edged the
m st akes, the weaknesses, the service inprovenents and, quite
frankly, Stephen, you have got a lot to do to actually explain
to the people of Leeds, w thout blam ng us, how you are going
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to inprove that service. | nove, Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

THE LORD MAYOR: First of all, we need to take the vote on the
amendnent in the name of Councillor Finnigan.

COUNCI LLOR FI NNI GAN: Can we have a recorded vote, please, Lord
Mayor ?

THE LORD MAYOR: Recorded vote - can | have it seconded?
COUNCI LLOR LEADLEY: | second.

THE CHI EF EXECUTI VE: Wul d all Menbers ensure, please, that

they are in their allocated seats. Al'l Menbers are asked
to refer to their desk units and press the button nmarked "P" to
activate the unit. Those Menbers in favour of the anendnent
in the nane of Councillor Finnigan should press the "+" button.

Those Menbers agai nst that anendnent should press the "-"

button, and any Menber wi shing to abstain and have their
abstention recorded should press the "0" button.

Councillor Atha, is your nachi ne working?

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: | keep pressing the correct button but
(i naudi bl e) and | have pressed the "-" button.

THE CH EF EXECUTI VE: That is fine.

COUNCI LLOR LOVE: | think your pacemaker is interfering with
t he signal, Bernard!

THE LORD MAYOR: Ckay, we have a result, Menbers of Council

Menbers present, 93. 4 voted in favour of the anendnent.
There were no abstentions and 89 votes were agai nst. That
is |lost. Narrow y, | must say.

Can we take a vote on the original notion in the nane of
Counci | | or Wakefi el d?

(The notion was def eat ed)

| TEM 15 - VWHI TE PAPER MOTI ON - POVERTY I N AFRI CA

COUNCI LLOR HARI NGTON: Lord Mayor,

Vll, hello, everybody, |'ve a story to tell,
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It will take a little tinme but I'Il try and tell it well
About sone peopl e, and one of themwas ne

Who went on a journey across the sea.

Wll, we had to take a plane 'cos it is rather far
To get to the countries of Africa

And when you get there, well, what do you know,

We didn't go the way people usually go.

W went by a way not everyone would Iike

"Cos we went on a bike.

Yes, cycling in Kenya and Tanzani a,

Wul d the al coholic cyclists get enough beer?

What was goi ng on? What as it all about?

Were we just skiving off?

Yes, of that there's no doubt.

But there is another reason | would like to explain,
It is the "Make poverty history" canpaign.

You see, ny friends, brief cartoon history of the problem
It is like this:

Once upon a tine there were people in poor countries |ike
Kenya and Tanzani a who wanted to borrow sone noney and
they said to the rich countries, "Can we borrow sone?" Ri ch
countries like Britain said, "Yes, you can have some noney but
will you be able to pay it back?" and the people in the poor
countries said, "Yes, because we have tea and coffee and sugar
and cocoa. W will earn enough noney and we will be able to
pay it back." "Alright then, but we like to make a snal
profit so for every £1,000 we want £1, 100 back. 10% profit,
is it a deal ?" "Ch yes because we have tea and coffee and
sugar and cocoa." "What's the matter?" "W are not getting
the price we expected for our tea and coffee.” "Well, you
will just have to work harder, won't you?" "We are working
hard but you are dunping the sugar fromyour CAP onto our
mar ket s. You are not letting our coffee into Europe.” "
can't help that. You will have to work harder, and the
i nterest rates have gone up, and the price of oil. Look, stop
maki ng excuses, will you, just give us the noney." "If we give
you the noney we will not be able to pay for our health and
education.” “I can't help that. We want our noney back and
all our friends are saying the same thing, aren't you?" "W\
sure are. Want the noney back right now " "Certai nenent,
vous de vai s paye nmmintenant, n'est pas?” "Si e nussen j et zt
bezahl en, ja?" (Italian and Russi an spoken)

Yes, that's the sort of thing the rich countries used to say,
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Even though the poor countries couldn't quite pay.

Yes, they thenselves are sonetinmes to be bl aned

As corruption and waste nust be namned.

But if for health and education, the country is too poor,
Shoul d the rich keep saying, "You' ve got to give us nore"?

Well, to find out for ourselves what conditions are |ike,
W t hought we woul d pay a visit on our bike.
Well, | do have stories that could | ast hours,

But here is just a short one about flowers.

Yes, the pretty, pretty flowers we so casually buy,
I wonder how many peopl e they have hel ped to die.
You see, in Kenya they export them

But this is what it has neant:

O local water they take 75%

And the wonen who pick themget £1 a day,

You can guess what they do to increase their pay
VWhich in turn increases H 'V Al DS

But on our flowers no blood is displayed.

But I don't just have stories to depress,

| al so haves stories about success.

Qutside Nairobi farmers in the hills

Are finding new ways to pay their bills.

Once they were told, "It's coffee you should grow,
The price will be high", but it wasn't it was | ow.
So they needed to find a way to recover

So their communities needed to find a living to discover
So their communities could recover.

They showed us speci al bags that they grow stronger seeds
Better crops, better food and hunger recedes.

They make their own detergents,

They have saplings to sell

They are di scovering new diets so they can eat well
Chapattis and fritters made from cassava

And cabbage nmade from banana pl ant.

Is it good? Rat her .

They are maki ng and selling dresses

Wth attractive decoration

These are people who say, "Stuff desperation.

W have a project, BIDDY is its nane

To hel p peopl e hel p thensel ves,

That is the aim

Bl DDY nmeans "effort™

And just see the |ife these people have nade.

They did it thensel ves,

And sone help from Christian Aid.

Yes, | have had the privilege to see at first hand
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The hard, hard struggle of a beautiful |and

Which we mghtn't manage, find it too painfully tiring
But to neet people managing is hunbling and inspiring.
Facts nmay seemjust dull and dry

Until you nmeet someone whose nei ghbour had to die
Because the health per person, the cash for one year
Is less than we could spend on a pint of beer.

Yes, anyone can rattle off appalling statistics

But there are one or two that should nmake us go ballistic
So that we don't see this as sone unsol vabl e nystery
But the notive at |ast to nake poverty history.

That is the nane of the canpaign, as you know, that has

come about. 300 different organisations in Britain have cone
together to make use of this year when Britain is hosting the
& Summit and also is President of the EU Three ains of the

canpai gn, as you may know, are to cancel debt, increase terns
of trade and increase aid, and it seens |ike the Governnent are
no | onger behaving like the cartoon picture that | put but they

t hensel ves are trying to respond to those three ains. As you
may have read, £55 billion already taken away to cancel debt.
£45 billion in order to increase aid, and attenpts bei ng nade

to finally stop the protectionist policies which nmake it
difficult for poorer countries to export to our country things
i ke coffee.

So for the first time it |ooks like, instead of being
accused of giving with one hand, giving aid or decreasing debt,
but bringing it back by bad terns of trade, the Governnent is
trying to get the bal ance right. Yes, we may be suspici ous of
the Governnent, many probably here in this roomw || be.

Peopl e in poorer countries are probably thinking, "Another
initiative. Hah-ha, where is that going to |lead us?" but it is
a uni que attenpt, an unprecedented bringi ng together of three
key things which I think the Governnent needed to be supported
in trying to bring about.

In this City, as you probably know, there is TIDAL, Trade
I njustice Debt Action Leeds, and they are the group that is
trying to co-ordinate it here and arrange for as many people as
possible to go up to Edinburgh for the July 2nd denonstrati on,
that is the Make Poverty Hi story deno: it is not the Bung a
Brick through the Wndow Bri gade of a Bank. It is the people
who are trying to protest in order to persuade Gordon Brown and
the others to agree with the argunents.
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TIDAL are doing a fantastic job and Leeds, it was
di scovered, didn't need just one train to be hired to get us
there, but two. There are 1500 people going by train to
Edi nburgh, not to nention the people who are goi ng by bus,
peopl e who are driving up, and there are five groups of us who
will be cycling.

TIDAL is doing a magnificent job. It brings together, as
you may know, people fromdifferent aid organisations and
di fferent parties. It is an all-party affair and I am hopi ng
that therefore today also, as | amsure wll be the case, al
parties will support this particular notion, and | hope al so

that the Leader of Council wll at sonme stage neet wth TI DAL
O course, the Council has done a great deal, the Gty has

done a great deal. W are a Fair Trade city. W have done a
bi g response to the tsunam. We are twi nned with Durban but
the Leader of the Council | think would profit or it would be

good if he could speak with TIDAL to see what has happened in
the canpaign not just up to July 2nd and the summt but after
t hat .

To eradicate poverty m ght seem naively idealistic, a
silly way to put it, but as the poet said,
"Two peopl e | ooked out fromthe prison bars.
One saw the nud and one saw the stars.”

As far as Africa is concerned, it is certainly time we saw
and ai med for the stars.

W have stories the (8 | eaders need to hear

And as we crossed the border from Kenya to Tanzani a
W nmet a young nan who put the nessage well

He said, "Tell the G we are suffering.

That's what you should tell™

So now we are pedalling off to Edi nburgh

And that's the reason why.

There's too many dyi ng who do not need to die.
Debts can be cancelled, terns of trade inproved,
Al d increased, bad conditions renoved.

Another world is possible if the right work is done
Kasanani, as the Swahilians say

It says in Swahili, "Wrk for it".

Kasanani, work for it, and the right change can be won,

(?Kasanani asunta sani). Thank you very nuch. Lord
Mayor, | beg to nove. ( Appl ause)
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COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: | amgoing to fornmally second and reserve ny
right to speak.

COUNCI LLOR LEADLEY: | shall not add to that, Lord Mayor.
shall let it stand on its own nerits. Thank you.
( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR AKHTAR: My Lord Mayor, | wish to support the notion
and | welconme Roger's initiatives on recently cycling to

Africa and also the next one that he will be cycling to
Edi nbur gh.

However, | feel, Roger, that you could have gone a bit
further on world-wi de poverty in relation to sone of the
residents nyself and Roger represents, for exanple, Kashmris,
Paki stani s, Indians, Bangl adeshis, Afghanis and many, many
nore, and | think that is something that could have been taken
on account and you coul d have addressed it. Thank you very
much, and | do support this notion.

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: My Lord Mayor, | would like, if you
woul d, just to give ne a nonment's indul gence. W have
just had sone very bad news. Counci |l l or Procter has just
informed ne that there appears to have been a tragedy at
Roundhay Park | ake. It woul d appear two young children have
dr owned. The police are there at the nonent. Apparently
there was a group of children playing in the | ake and two have
not surfaced. That is the informati on we have at the nonent.
Deni se Preston is there and reporting to us all the time, and

the police are nounting a major operation. W felt we ought

to tell you straight away. Let us hope and pray it is not a
maj or tragedy.

On that note, very briefly, can | associate all the
Menbers of the administration with the resolution, which we
absol utely support.

THE LORD MAYCR Thank you. | amsure we are all very sad to
hear that news. | think Councillor Harris wants to say
sonet hing before | call on Councillor Harington to sum up.

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: Roger just asked that | neet with TI DAL. I

al ready have but, of course, | amhappy to neet with them any
time they want and that was a great performance but it was
sentinments well put. | am sure the entire Council support
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every single thing that you said, and whatever is wthin our
power to try and hel p eradi cate poverty, then I amsure the
entire Council wll try and do sonet hing.

THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Harington, | think there is very
little to reply to, but you m ght w sh to.

COUNCI LLOR HARI NGTON: | have nothing to add, Lord Mayor.
Could we nove to the vote, thank you

THE LORD MAYOR: | have a suspicion that we m ght not need a
recorded vote on this nmatter.

(The notion was carried unani nously)

| TEM 16 - VWHI TE PAPER MOTI ON -
FI RE SAFETY STANDARDS W THI N LEEDS MENTAL HEALTH TRUST PF

COUNCI LLOR FI NNI GAN: Lord Mayor, could | ask for the consent
the Council to alter the notion to incorporate Councill or
Harrand' s amendnent ?

THE LORD MAYOR: Is it the wish of Council that we accede to
Counci |l l or Finnigan's request to accept the anendnent?
(Agr eed)

COUNCI LLOR FI NNI' GAN: | will be very brief, we have been here a

| ong tine. People will know that there are issues about

of

fire safety here. What | woul d conclude by saying in formally

noving the new resolution is that we need a public inquiry,

that is absolutely clear. W need to find out what went w ong

and why it went wrong. Running internally as well with an
inquiry by the Scrutiny board is sonething that we are nore
than content wth.

The final thing that we would say on this particular one

is that we admre - we should all admre - the courage of those

particul ar people who are prepared to take a risk with their
l'ivelihoods to make sure that this information runs through
into the public domain. W are in a situation where these
peopl e are very, very courageous, they are prepared to put
patient safety before profit, and certainly I would like it
acknow edged that we owe those people a particularly |arge
debt . | formally nove the resolution as anended, Lord Mayor

COUNCI LLOR ELLI OTT: My Lord Mayor, | would like to second
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Counci |l or Finnigan's resolution. Thank you.

THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Lowe has indicated that she wishes to
wi t hdraw her anendnent. Counci |l |l or Lowe?

COUNCI LLOR LOVE: Yes, | wish to withdraw nmny anendnent.
COUNCI LLOR TAGGART: W t hdrawal seconded.

THE LORD MAYOR: Can we ask consent of Council for that to be
wi t hdr awn. (Agr eed)

Counci |l or Harrand's amendnent has been i ncor por at ed.
Counci |l l or Harrand, do you want to speak to the anended
resol ution? Councillor Phillips? No? Ckay. Counci | I or
Ki rkl and? No. Councill or Andrew Carter?

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER No, Lord Mayor.

THE LORD MAYOR: Counci |l or Finnigan to sum up. | am not sure
that --- Councillor McArdle, I amsorry, | didn't have
you down.
COUNCI LLOR McARDLE: It's okay. Thank you, Lord Mayor. Very
briefly, I too have been privy to this report and | want

to echo the comments of Councillor Finnigan with regard to

cour ageous behavi our and actions of sone of the individuals.
The report does highlight serious deficiencies in the design
and i npl enentati on of that design through construction.

Nuner ous instances of poor design and poor construction have
been identified. It is what ny |ate nother woul d have call ed
a tuppence ha' penny job, and | wel cone this resolution and hope
that Scrutiny gets to the bottomof this, and hope that
reparations are made to the good of these buil dings. Let's
hope it is all got to the bottom of. Thank you, Lord Mayor.

THE LORD MAYCR As | understand it, we have a substantive
notion which incorporates the anendnent put forward by
Counci |l I or Harrand, having the other anmendnent by Councill or
Lowe withdrawn, so the substantive notion as anended by
Counci |l l or Harrand's anmendnment and as accepted by Councill or
Fi nni gan.

(The notion was carried)

kay, thank you very nmuch, Menbers of Council. | really
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t hought we m ght have been here nmuch |ater but, with your kind
co-operation on the last two Wiite Papers in particular, we
have been able to get through expeditiously. Can | thank you
for your co-operation in regard to that, and wi sh you a

pl easant journey home and | ook forward to seeing you next tine.

(Council rose at 9.50 p.m)
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