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Report of Head of Corporate Property Management 

Report to Director of City Development 

Date: 20th January 2014 

Subject: Design Cost Report – Demolition of former Royal Park Primary School 
Royal Park Road, Leeds, LS6 1NY 

Capital Scheme Number: 16724 / RPS / 000 
 

Are specific electoral Wards affected?  � Yes   No 

If relevant, name(s) of Ward(s):  Hyde Park and Woodhouse 
  

Are there implications for equality and diversity and cohesion and 
integration? 

  Yes  �No 

Is the decision eligible for Call-In?   Yes  � No 

Does the report contain confidential or exempt information?   Yes �  No 

If relevant, Access to Information Procedure Rule number: 

Appendix number: 

Summary of main issues: 

1. This building has been subject to many break-ins, thefts and acts of vandalism since its 
closure, and is now in a poor condition. 

 
2. It is considered that these premises, not the caretaker’s house, are at risk from further 

break-ins, theft, vandalism, anti-social behaviour and arson attack. 
 

3. To seek Authority to Spend £146,214 in respect of the demolition of the former school 
only, leaving the caretakers house in situ.  

 
4. At the July meeting of the Executive Board (minute 31(e)) it was agreed “ that approval 

be given for the demolition of the former Royal Park school and the temporary grassing 
over of the site until a deliverable primary public sector, affordable housing or 
community use is brought forward” 

 

Recommendations: 

The Chief Asset Management and Regeneration Officer is recommended to give Authority 
to Spend £146,214 to carry out the demolition of the former Royal Park School only, 
leaving the caretakers house in situ.  

 Report author:  Jayne Beasley 

Tel:  07891270591 
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1   Purpose of this report: 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek Authority to Spend £146,214 in respect of the 
demolition of the former Royal Park Primary School only on Royal Park Road, Leeds, 
LS6 1NY. 

1.2 Demolition of these premises will reduce the Councils on-going maintenance costs, 
will remove the Councils liability for empty business rates and will reduce the 
Councils risk in respect of Health and Safety. 
 

2   Background information: 

2.1 This building was constructed approximately 100 years ago, and was used as a 
primary school until its closure in 2004. 

2.2 It is a predominantly three storey building, constructed of brickwork with pitched slate 
roof, and standing in a densely populated residential area. 

3  Main issues: 

3.1 Design Proposals and Full Scheme Description:  This building has been subject 
to many break-ins, thefts and acts of vandalism since its closure, and is now in a 
poor structural condition. 
 

3.2 Prior Approvals: Where necessary guidance and approvals are to be obtained from 
Planning and Conservation departments and any other bodies deemed necessary. 

3.3 Programme: Subject to the approval being granted the demolition works will 
commence on 3rd February 2014 and will be completed by the 25th April 2014. 

4 Corporate Considerations 

4.1 Consultation and Engagement: 

4.1.1 Site Management will be jointly undertaken by, LCC’s Property Maintenance 
Demolition Section and Corporate Property Management.  At the meeting of July 
17th 2013, Executive Board approved the demolition of these premises.  

4.2 Equality and Diversity / Cohesion and Integration: 

4.2.1 The recommendation within this report does not have any direct nor specific impact 
on any of the groups falling under equality legislation and the need to eliminate 
discrimination and promote equality. 

4.3 Council policies and City Priorities: 

4.3.1 This work will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Council’s 
range of policies, plans and strategies. 
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4.4 Resources and value for money 

4.4.1 The budget cost for these works is £146,214 which will include all external costs for 
notification and approval fees should they be required. 

4.4.2 Capital Funding and Cash Flow: 

Previous to tal Authority TOTAL TO  MARCH

to Spend  on th is  scheme 2013 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017 on

£000's £000 's £000's £000 's £000 's £000's £000 's

LAND  (1) 0.0

CONSTRUCTION  (3) 0.0

FURN  &  EQPT  (5) 0.0

DES IGN FEES  (6) 0.0

OTHER  COSTS  (7) 0.0

TOTALS 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Authority to  Spend TOTAL TO  MARCH

required  for th is Approval 2013 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017 on

£000's £000 's £000's £000 's £000 's £000's £000 's

LAND  (1) 0.0

CONSTRUCTION  (3) 146.2 146.2

FURN  &  EQPT  (5) 0.0

DES IGN FEES  (6) 0.0

OTHER  COSTS  (7) 0.0

TOTALS 146.2 0.0 146.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Tota l overall Funding TOTAL TO  MARCH

(As per la test Cap ital 2013 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017 on

Programme) £000 's £000 's £000's £000 's £000 's £000's £000 's

LCC Funded 146.2 146.2

0.0

0.0

Tota l Funding 146.2 0.0 146.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Balance / Shortfall = 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0.0

FORECAST

FORECAST

FORECAST

 

Parent Scheme Number :      16724 
 

    Title :        Demolition 
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4.5 Legal Implications, Access to Information and Call In 

4.5.1 Compliance with Council Policies – Confirmed that this project complies with 
Council policies, strategies and initiatives, and the Councils Corporate Plan.  In 
particular, Health and Safety and environmental matters are relevant to this project. 

4.5.2 This decision is a Significant Operational Decision and as such is not subject to 
“Call In”. 

4.5.3 The Director of City Development has the authority to make this decision under 
powers granted under Part 3 of the Councils Constitution. 

4.6   Risk Management 

4.6.1 If the demolition does not proceed, the property will remain at risk from break-ins, 
theft, vandalism, anti-social behaviour and arson attack. 

4.6.2 The risk assessment throughout the project has been highlighted within the H&S 
documentation and will be overseen by the nominated CDMC coordinator on the 
project. 

5    Conclusions 

5.1 Demolition of these premises will reduce the Councils on-going maintenance costs, 
will remove the Councils liability for empty business rates and will reduce the 
Councils risk in respect of Health and Safety. 

5.2 It is considered that the proposals contained in this report for the demolition of these 
premises do have implications under Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998, 
and these are as follows:- 

Community Safety will improve as the risk of break-ins, theft, vandalism, anti-social 
behaviour and arson attack will be either removed or greatly reduced. 

6    Recommendations 

6.1 The Chief Asset  Management  and Regeneration Officer is recommended to give 
authority to spend £146,214 to carry out the demolition of the former Royal Park 
School only, leaving the caretakers house in situ. 

7    Background documents1  

7.1 None. 

                                            
1
 The background documents listed in this section are available to download from the Council’s website, 
unless they contain confidential or exempt information.  The list of background documents does not include 
published works. 


