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Merrian House
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Contact: Elaine Hill
Tel: 0113 237 5312
Minicom: 0113 232 37886
Your rafarence: Fax: 0113 237 5224
Our reference: WLCP/EH/MPC Email: elaine.hill@leeds.gov.uk

11" June 2007
Dear Friend,
Re: West Leeds Country Park and Green Gateways management plan consultation

Parks and Countryside would very much like to thank you, and your organisation, for taking
part in the consultation process for the West Leeds Country Park and Green Gateways
initiative, and for taking the time to read through and comment on the draft management
plan.
”‘I:f)’his section of the consultation process contains the following —

« Compartment Five — Farnley Platsau.

o The context to the Urban Core.

« Compartment 1 Action Plans

¢« Compartment 2 Action Plans

« Compartment 3 Action Plans
Compartment 4 Action Plans
Compartment 5 Action Plans
Core Action Plans.

We would very much like to hear your comments and further ideas, and request that these
be addressed to -

Elaine Hill

West Leeds Country Park and Green Gateways Officer,
Farnley Hall Park,

Hall Lans,

LEEDS,

LE12 GHA

Email — elaine.hill@lesds.qov.uk
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However, as you no doubt will appreciate, we would also Jike to begin to implement the
management and action plans as soon as possible, in order to begin the process of
enhancing the West Leeds Country Park and Green Gateways.

To this end we would very much appreciate it if you could pass on any comments about the
draft management plan to Elaine, to reach her by no later than Tuesday 17" July.

The final draft will then be prepared and distributed for consultation.

Additionally, we enclose the draft text and map for part three of the Green Gateways Trail,
covering the Calverley and Woodhall area, which we would be very grateful if you could take
a look at and comment, particularly if it is your area of interest. Again could you please let
Elaine have any comments but by the deadline of Monday 2™ July.

Thank you again for your vaiued support.

Yours faithfully,

Elaing Hill
Wast Laeds Cauntry Park apd Grean Gateways Officar.

www.leeds.gov.uk switchbaard : 0113 234 BJB0O



West Leeds Country Park and Green Gateways.
Management Compartment.

Compartment 5 — Farnley Plateau

Site Description.

Geographic Location and Range.

New Farnley forms the central hub to this compartment, which is bounded to the
north and north west by Troydale and to the north east by Silver Royd Hill and the
New Wortley Outer Ring Road. Farnley and New Blackpool bound the compartment
to the east, and to the south east lies the districts of Cottingley and Churwell.
Gildersome and Morley run around the southern edge of the compartment, whilst
Tong Beck flows along the west and south western edge.

Ownership
All Leeds City Council landholdings are contained in the north and west of this

comparimsnt, including -

Nan Whin's (Sykes) Waod
Farnley Hall Park

Farnley Fish Pond

Old Farnley Recreation Ground
Butt Lane Recreation Ground
New Farnley Park

New Farnley Recreation Ground
Silver Royd (Wortley Beck)

A far greater extent of the land is agricultural and lies in private ownership, with
some light industrial areas adjacent to Whitehall Road (A58).

Landscape Description.
Much of this compartment is dominated by a relatively steep sided plateau, around
which flow a number of watercourses, including Farnley Wood Beck, which runs from

west to east across the southern third of the compartment.

The settlements of New Farnley and Low Moor Side dominate the plateau top, and
command good views of open countryside to the west and the eastern fringe of

Bradford beyond.
To the east lies the heavily built up edge of inner city Leeds, including Wortley,
Armley and Beeston and to the south, dramatic views across to the Pennines and

beyond.

Much of the land within compartment five is broken down into a patchwork of fields,
largely given over to pasture. Though once likely to have been bounded by
hedgerow, these have largely disappeared, except an area in the south west of the
campartment.



Tree cover is slight, the largest area being Nan Whin's Wood (Sykes Wood). Most of
the remaining cover is lightly scattered along valiey sides, and there is also a small
stand to the east, at Beeston Royd. This may be a residual piece of the once
extensive Farnley Wood, which would have covered much of the land to the south
east of the A58, and it was here that plotters met to bring down the government in

1663.

Wildlife Habitats and Biodiversity.

The dominant cover within this compartment is an extensive mosaic of semi
improved grassland, which is particularly widespread to the south east of the A58
Whitehall Road, and along the western fringe of this compartment.

Some of this comprises of arable land, but the majority is semi improved pasture,
grazed by livestock and horses.

Some of the associated boundary hedgerows still exist, but cover is sparse and

scattered.

Additional linear tree cover, associated with several watercourses, is generally
concentrated along the line of Farnley Wood Beck and Tong Beck, with some
additional cover along several smaller watercourses to the south west, below Farnley

Wood Beck.

The main stand of woodland is Nan Whin's Wood (Sykes Wood), which appears on
the West Yorkshire Ancient Woodland Inventory as ancient semi-natural woodland.
Like many established woodlands within the Country Park area, this stand occupies
a steep side valley side running down to a watercourse, in this case Tong Beck.
The ground flora is representative of ancient woodland containing Bluebell, Wood
Anemone and Wood Sorrel.

Significantly, Nan Whin's Wood is also linked, by a narrow strip of woodland, to Post
Hill just to the north. This linkage between the woodlands is important as it facilitates
the movement and spread of wildlife and should be protected.

The woodland is visited by summer migrant birds, such as Chiff-chaff, Willow
Warbler, Whitethroat and Spotted Flycatcher as well as winter visitors such as
Brambling and Siskin.

To the north east lies Famley Hall Park, an example of historic landscaped parkland.
Scattered mature and over mature parkliand trees and linear shelter planting to the
west and east of the grounds provide valuable habitat for a range of species,
including hole nesting birds, bats and invertebrates.

Associated with Farnley Hall Park is Farnley Fish Pond, which was created in 1815
to provide work for soldiers returning from the Napoleonic Wars. Designated a Local
Nature Reserve in 2004, the pond and the mature woodland which envelopes it
encompasses a valuable range of habitats. The woodland is dominated by beech
and sycamore, as well as ash, hawthorn and holly. Although residual elm is still
present most specimens were removed in the 1980's.

Farnley Balancing Reservoir forms one of the largest bodies of open water within the
Waest Leeds Country Park. In the winter months it attracts wildfowl such as



GBoasander and Goldeneye, whilst sumemaer visitors such as Swallows, Swifts and
Commaoan and Aretie Terns ean be regularly seen feeding over the water.

Recreation.
Compartment 5 is serviced by one of the best PReW networks within the Cauntry

Park, and inciudes a section of the Leeds Country Way which runs down the west
side of Nan Whin Woods, adjacent to Tong Beck.

Additionally, there are a number of Recreation Grounds, including Butt Lane, New
Farnley and Old Farnley Recreation Grounds, as well as Springbank Road Public
Open Space which are open to the public.

Farnley Hall Park, which is one of Leeds’s historic parks, is also open to the public
and provides car parking and a small children’s play area, as well as three cricket
squares, a kickabout area, a permissive horse trail and benches.

Stakeholders

Friends of Farnley Balancing Reservoir
Friends of Farnley Fishpond

New Farnley Vision Group

Silver Royd Nature Conservation Group




Compartment 5 - Farnley Plateau

Key sites owned and managed by Parks and Countryside

Nan Whin's Wood — 12.3 Hectares

The woodland is owned by LCC Learning & Leisure and managed by Parks &
Countryside. It has a western aspect, and is situated in Cockersdale overlooking the
village of Tong.

It is bounded to the north by Tong Road and to the east by Back Lane. Tong Beck
runs south along its western edge. The southern end of the site is bounded by fields.
It can be accessed from Tong Lane and via footpaths and a bridleway which feed in

from the east.
The woodland, which are owned by LCC and managed by Parks & Countryside has

benches, and a bridge giving access to a public footpath on the western side of the
beck and. There are some signs informing the public about the wood at the Tong
Lane end.

Wildlife habitats include extensive mature woodland with very good ground, field and
shrub layers and a proliferation of understorey trees.

At the southern end of the wood in close proximity to the beck there are meadow

areas, woodland glades, small bog patches and springs.
¢ Protected by Greenbelt

Leeds Nature Area No.79

Urban Fringe Priority Area

Special Landscape Area under UDP guidelines.

Stakeholders — New Farnley Vision Group

Farnley Hall Park — 14.6 Hectares
The hall and park are owned by LCC Learning & Leisure and managed by Parks &

Countryside.
Hall Lane skirts the park to the north, whilst Chapel Lane and Lawns LLane run down

the parks eastern and southern edges.
The settlement of New Farnley lies to the south of the park and the western edge is
fringed by fields adjacent to Green Lane.
The park can be accessed from Hall Lane and Lawns Lane.
The present hall was built shortly after 1756, following the demolition of the original
hall (built in 15886), It's well established grounds were landscaped around the same
time. Parks & Countryside Head Quarters is based within Farnley Hall.
Facilities present on the site includes three cricket squares, a kickabout area,
playground and benches.
Vegetation comprises three patches of dispersed mixed species woodiand, a wild
flower meadow and extensive areas of amenity grassiand.

» Protected by Greenbelt

¢ (Greenspace.

» Urban fringe Priority Area.

L ]

Special Landscape Area under the UDP guidelines.
Stakeholders — New Farnley Vision Group.



Butt Lane Recreation Ground — 5.9 Hectares
The recreation ground is owned by LCC Leaming & Leisure and managed by Parks

& Countryside.

It is skirted to the east by Butt Lane, to the south by Farnley Fish Pond and Hall Lane
and to the north and west by Tong Road.

The site can be accessed from both Tong Road and Butt Lane.

Facilities comprise one sport pitch.

Wildlife habitats include extensive areas of amenity grassland on a stepped plateau.
There are a few dispersed trees present on the periphery.

Protected by Greenbelt

Greenspace.

Urban Fringe Priority Area.

Special Landscape Area under the UDP guidelines.

Stakeholders ~ Friends of Farnley Fishpond

Farnley Fish Pond ~ 1.7 Hectares
Owned by LCC Learning & Leisure and managed by Parks & Countryside.
The site is skirted to the south by Hall Lane, to the east by Butt Lane and to the north
and west by Butt Lane Recreation Ground.
The site can be accessed from Hall Lane.
Facilities on the site include a path round the site with adjacent benches.
The wildlife habitats on the site are comprises of a shallow pond with surrounding
woodland and glades. The woodland is a mix of different age and species of trees
with good field and shrub layers.
« Protected by Greenbelt.
Greenspace
Urban Fringe Priority Area.
Special Landscape Area under the UDP guidelines.
Stakeholders — Friends of Farnley Fishpond

Silver Royd (Wortley Beck) — 2.3 Hectares
Owned by LCC Learning & Leisure and managed by Parks & Countryside.
The site is skirted to the north and the west by the Outer Ring Road and to the east
by Granny Lane. A short stretch of Low Wortley Road runs to the south.
There are numerous access points in to the site from adjacent land.
The site consists of a linear stretch of greenspace that runs parallel with the ring
road and covers the steep southerly side of the Wortley Beck valley.
Vegetation comprises of dispersed mature and semi-mature trees of mixed species.
Extensive tree planting of mixed species has been done close to the ring road in the
south. In addition there is scrub, rough grassland and amenity grassland with
Wortley Beck providing the wetlands.
The only facilities are two footbridges crossing Wortley Beck, but there are numerous
desire lines crossing the site with a number going up the side of the valley to the
residential areas.

« Protected as Greenspace.

 Leeds Nature Area No.38
» Anintegral part of the Farnley Beck/Wortley Green Corridor under UDP

guidelines.




« Stakeholders — Silver Royd Nature Conservation Group.
New Farnley Recreation Ground — 0.6 Hectares
Owned by LCC Learning & Leisure and managed by Parks & Countryside.
The site is skirted to the north by Forge Row and to the east by Lawns Lane. Low
Moor Side runs along the southern boundary, whilst School Close runs down the
west side.
Access can be achieved from all sides.

» 8takeholders ~ New Farnley Vision Group

Naw Farnley Park — 1.0 Hectares
Owned by LCC Learning & Leisure and managed by Parks & Countryside.
The site is skirted to the north and west by Playground, whilst Low Moor Side runs
around its southern boundary and West End along it's east.
Access can be achieved from all sides.
e Stakeholders — New Farnley Vision Group

Old Farnley Recreation Ground
Owned by LCC Learning & Leisure and managed by Parks & Countryside.
The site is skirted to the west by Chapel Lane and to the north by Hall Lane.
Cross Lane and Havercroft run to the east of the site, whilst school grounds are
situated to the south.

« Stakehoiders — New Farnley Vision Group




West Leeds Country Park and Green Gateways.

The Urban Core in context.

It is important to note at the beginning of this section that The Urban Care sits
outside of the West Leeds Country Park and green Gateways boundary.

However, it has been included within this management plan in order to acknowledge
the significance this area has in terms of its resident population, and the demands
that this will place on the Country Park. Additionally, it will also serve to highlight
some of the areas of greenspace and routes within the Urban Core, which effectively
function as "stepping stones” allowing people to access and enjoy the Country Park.

Site Description.

Geographic Location and Range.

The entire compartment lies outside of the inner boundary of the West Leeds
Country Park, except for it's south eastern edge, which is skirted by the railway line
servicing Cottingley and Morley stations from Leeds City Station.

It encompasses the largely built-up areas of west L_eeds, and incorparates districts
such as Farsley, Bramley, Armiey, Stanningley, Wortley, and Pudsey.

Ownership
To a greater extent, Compartment 6 is occupied by residential areas with scattered

light industry and commercial zones.

Housing includes a mixture of approximately 31 000 rented and privately owned
properties, supporting in excess of 111 000 residents.

There are also a number of parks and areas of greenspace, which are owned and/or
managed by Parks and Countryside for public recreation and to benefit nature

conservation.

Bramley Park

Houghley Gill

Broad Lane Recreation Ground
Raynville Crescent

Rodley Park

Horton Close Public Open Space
Stanningley Park

Farsley Springbank

Pudsey Park

Queens Park, Pudsey

Disused Railway, Pudsey
Cabbage Hill (Blue Lane Playing Fields)
Western Flatts Cliff Park

New Wortley Recreation Ground



Additionally, there are also other areas of privately owned greenspace, such as that
held by Armley Common Rights Trust, including Ley Lane Recreation Ground
(Leased to LCC), Armley Common Park, Charlie Cake Park and Hill Top Moor.

Landscape Description.

The landscape in this area is, for the most part, heavily urbanised.

There is a general mix of residential dwellings (ranging from terraces to high rise
blocks), as well as commercial and light industrial properties and transport routes

such as major arterial roads and railway lines.

For the greater part the lower lying urban core is overlooked by the Country Park,
and some high vantage points such as Hunger Hills and Post Hill offer extensive
views over the city.

Conversely, this means that much of the core area also enjoys good views of the
countryside surrounding it.

Wildlife Habitats and Biodiversity.

Possibly one of the best places for wildlife in the urban environment of west Leeds
are the numerous gardens kept by residents. Collectively they are significant as they
form wide ranging networks of connected greenspaces, which spread from the heart
of the city centre, out to areas of open countryside such as that found in the Country
Park. These networks effectively enable species to move around and spread.

The widespread and close proximity of parkland and greenspaces to residential
areas helps to extend the value of the gardens, and many garden wildlife species will

often be found thriving in urban parks.
However, within the urban core, there are just a handful of sites which carry nature
conservation designations, all of which are Leeds Nature Areas. The LNA’s in this

compartment includes —

LNA No 3 - Central Leeds Nature Reserve (privately owned)
LNA No 46 — Half Mile, Farsley (part LCC / part privately owned)
LNA No 54 — Hough End, Pudsey (LCC)

LNA No 81 — Noster Hill, (LCC)

LNA No 95 - St. Matthews, (part LCC / part privately owned)

Recreation.
One of the key elements of the WLCP Vision is to promote, encourage and facilitate

access in to the Country Park for people through out the west Leeds area, and to
encourage them to enjoy it's countryside and greenspaces.

This compartment is to some extent hindered by its partial location in the Definitive
Map Excluded Area (which effectively limits the number of definitive paths available
to the public), and by the truncation of some definitive paths by major roads, such as
the Stanningley Bypass, with no safe means of crossing them.

However, it is intended that by working in partnership with local people, LCC
departments and landowners and managers, and by encouraging the installation of



crossing points, it will be possible to set up and establish a number of Community
Green Gateways.

To this end, many non-definitive paths in the Bramley, Armley and Kirkstall areas
have already become established and are well used, and with the redevelopment of
sites such as the Kirkstall Forge, new paths are planned to augment the existing

ones.
Around the Pudsey area, at the western end of this compartment the number of

FRoW are more numerous, and can be more easily linked with the extensive
network lccated within the WLLCP.

Stakeholders

Friends of Houghley Gill
Friends of Western Flatts Park
Moorside Residents Association
Pudsey Civic Society
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