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This Council is appalled to learn that in the first year of Universal Credit being rolled out to single 
unemployed people in Leeds, 25% of recipients were hit with sanctions. It is therefore of great 
concern that 50,000 current Housing Benefit claimants and 55,000 current Tax Credit claimants 
are due to transfer to Universal Credit by June 2018.
 
Council further notes the devastating impact of Universal Credit in areas where the benefit has 
been fully rolled out, particularly on families with children. Half of all council tenants across 105 
local authorities who receive the housing element of universal credit are at least a month behind 
on their rent, with 30% two months behind. 
 
Council is concerned a further damaging effect of Universal Credit is its impact on determining 
the eligibility of children from deprived backgrounds for Free School Meals, as well as an element 
of the Pupil Premium, meaning the risk of further cuts to vital Government funding and support 
for these children. 
 
This Council therefore calls on government to immediately pause the roll-out of Universal Credit 
in order to prevent potentially significant hardship for thousands of Leeds residents, including 
families with children, and rethink its approach to welfare reform.
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