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This Council believes that schools, teachers and pupils in Leeds are working hard to improve outcomes, 
and wishes to congratulate everyone who succeeded in their exams this year. However Council believes 
that there is a fundamental lack of ambition from the Council at a strategic level that is continuing to fail 
many young learners. 

At Key Stage 2 the percentage of pupils in Leeds reaching the expected standard in reading, writing and 
maths has improved, but the pace of change is painfully slow, leaving Leeds still lagging behind national 
averages across many groups and measures.

Vulnerable learners in Leeds fare worse than their peers nationally. The attainment gap at Early Years 
between disadvantaged pupils in Leeds and non-disadvantaged pupils nationally was 26 percentage 
points in 2016 and 2017, whilst at Key Stage 2 the gap was even worse. SEN pupils in Leeds performed 
less well than SEN pupils nationally across all categories in 2016-17.

Council acknowledges the challenges involved in improving performance, but believes that for too long 
this administration has neglected the education side of children’s services. A Council aiming to be the best 
in the UK should be looking to exceed, not merely reach, national averages, yet a report card of the 
administration’s efforts over the last 8 years would surely read “must try harder”.

This Council therefore calls on the Director of Children and Families to bring a report to Executive Board 
setting out the steps necessary to make urgent and sustained improvement to education standards at all 
levels in the city. 

Councillor Dan Cohen
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