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This Council is concerned by recent and repeated examples of gridlock and heavy congestion in 
the City Centre, leading to significant disruption to commuters as they travel in and out of Leeds. 
 
Council notes the investment being made through Connecting Leeds, including the £173.5m 
granted by Government, but believes that to get the city moving and to encourage greater growth 
and productivity a new approach to public transport, not wholly reliant on the bus, is required.  
 
This Council therefore welcomes the Government commitment to spend £4.2bn on public 
transport projects outside of London and notes that some of this funding is planned for the Leeds 
district.  
 
Council believes this offers a new opportunity to deliver a mass transit scheme for the city which 
will deliver obvious economic benefits as well as significantly reducing the city’s carbon 
emissions in line with the declared Climate Emergency.  
 
Council further believes that all areas of the city should be considered for mass transit 
infrastructure and is concerned that existing WYCA proposals seem to omit North Leeds, and the 
potential links to Harrogate, York and Wetherby, from any new transport infrastructure plans. 
 
In light of this announcement made during the election campaign, this Council calls for a report to 
be brought to the March Executive Board meeting setting out detailed plans as to how a new 
mass transit scheme can be delivered to all communities in the city and to include analysis of the 
potential benefits such a scheme would deliver in terms of reducing the carbon footprint in Leeds. 
 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Andrew Carter 
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