VERBATI M REPORT OF PROCEEDI NGS OF LEEDS CI TY COUNCI L
ANNUAL MEETI NG ON MONDAY, 28TH JUNE 2004

THE LORD MAYOR (Councillor N. Taggart): Good eveni ng, Menbers of
Counci | and guests.

MEMBERS OF COUNCI L: Good eveni ng, Lord Mayor.

THE LORD NMAYOR: Pl ease be seat ed. We apol ogi se for the slight
delay in the start. There has been a serious road accident on the
York Road and it has led to the late arrival of sonme people here

t oni ght . | know we have got nmany guests and visitors here tonight;
you are all nost heartily wel cone, | can assure you of that. Can
just repeat what we always say at the begi nning of the Counci
Meeting, just to make sure everyone has got their nobile phones and
pagers sw tched off. Thank you very much for that.

ITEM1 - ELECTION OF LORD MAYOR

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: Lord Mayor, for the aficionados of Myor -

maki ng, people will know that the last time | spoke | began ny
speech in exactly the sane way, and | spoke then about tw sts and
turns in a person's life that take themin one direction and take them
in another, and | want to resune that thenme, if | may, in talking
about Chris Townsl ey today.

When Chris asked ne to speak, and | should say it is only the
third tinme in 20 years that | have been asked to speak at Mayor -
maki ng, he asked nme to keep it straight, he said, and | began to think
about what he neant by that and, of course, it occurred to ne that,
having only been asked to speak three tines in 20 years, as opposed to
Les Carter over there, who appears to be asked every year, perhaps
sonebody was trying to tell me something about ny style of speaking,

and ny nonot ony. So | thought to nyself, well, is it possible for ne
to be anything el se but straight? | nean, after all, everybody now
knows that | amreally called Killjoy Harris and, if it is up to ne,
come tonorrow norning everybody will be dressed like a Puritan and

just like that other fanous | eader, once upon a tinme, Benito
Mussolini, the first thing |l will dois | will make sure that anybody
in the Council or holding office is no longer allowed to smle or

| augh, which incidentally is true; that is a |law that Missolini
passed.

Lord Mayor, if | may, | just want to briefly depart slightly

at this juncture, because this is about twists and turns but | feel
there is something I nust say at this juncture which would be rem ss
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of me, and it is a personal thing not directly associated with Chris,
but it has to do with this idea of twists and turns and how a person
conmes to be where they are, and | feel | have to say that there is
sonebody here today who | wasn't expecting to be a guest, not a guest
of mne but in fact the husband of a newy el ected Councillor, who had
t he nost profound effect on ne as a school boy, and who | feel sone of
you may feel it is a pity in fact he didn't teach me and I m ght not
have got to where | am causing the trouble | am but | really do have

to say that Terry Elliott, who is in the gallery, | amso pleased to
see himhere today, and | have to tell you on the day | hope, if
things don't go too wong, that | beconme Leader of Council, | am
i mensely proud that he is here to wtness that sone 30 years on and
nore since | left school

Anyway, Lord Mayor, tw sts and turns. | believe | have set
a series of firsts in speaking at Mayor-maki ng. As far as | know, |
amthe only person to have nade a speech in absentia and in fact it
was ny col league Bill Wnlow 15 years ago who read a speech for ne
whilst | wasn't here, and | do think that is the only time that has
happened.

| think perhaps | amthe only incom ng Leader of Council to
speak fromthe opposition benches, but I amnot too worried about that
because that won't |last too nmuch longer, and | amcertain that | am
the only person ever to propose sonebody for Lord Mayor twi ce. Now,
we may recall the last tinme | attenpted it there was a little bust-up
bet ween us and the Conservatives when we wanted Chris Townsley to be
Lord Mayor sone years ago. Now, that was in the bad old days
(Laughter). That was in the bad old days when Councillor Carter used
to call Councillor Harris nanes and vice versa, but no |onger,
because, as we all know, Andrew (Laughter) Sorry, sorry, Andy ---
(Laught er)

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: Don't ever call nme "Andy".

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: Sorry. O course, what few people knowis
actually his favourite nicknane is "Rew', and Rew and | now are
best friends, although | have been warned off already by Amanda, who
is telling me things are getting altogether too pally. | am used,
when | amsitting in my owmn office, to see one of ny officers fromny
of fice, Al an Kinber, peer through ny window to see what | am doi ng,
but I was nost disconcerted this norning sat in Andrew Carter's office
to see Amanda peering through the w ndow to see what we were doi ng.

Lord Mayor, not only do | think I amsetting up a first in

proposing Chris Townsley to be Lord Mayor twice, and I wll stand
corrected on this, but I think I amthe first person to propose
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sonebody for Lord Mayor who has been defeated at the polls, left
Counci | and conme back again, but I will stand to be corrected on that,
but I wanted to nake a particular point of that, that Chris Townsl ey,
who cane on Council in 1991, was defeated a year later, and you may
think that is a bizarre thing for me to say, bearing in mnd he is a
menber of our party, but the fact that he stayed the course and cane
back in '"94 | think says nuch about the person, because there are lots
and lots of Councillors who have never experienced the personal

rej ection and di sappoi nt ment of | osing. | have to say | have never
| ost an election as a Councillor, although |I have |lost two el ections
while standing for Council, so | think it says nmuch about a person,

because | am not sure exactly how nmany of us woul d have the courage
and determ nation after facing such a personal rejection to stay the
course, to wait those two years, and to come back again as he did in
1994, and since when he has been a Menber of this Council, a full-tinme
Menber of this Council.

Chris gave ne an envel ope | ast weekend, it was a brown

envel ope, but all it had in it was about 20 pages of notes about every
commttee he had ever been on, and he said he wanted ne to tell you
all what those were. Vll, | have no intentions of telling you, but
suffice to say, as far as | can tell, in his 11 years on Council he

has served, certainly in the days when we had commttees, on just
about every conmittee there was to serve on, and that, too, says a | ot
about a person who is so devoted to the job of being a Councillor that
they are prepared to do that, because | have to tell you, | was never
prepared to do it, whatever that says about nme, but Chris was al ways
willing and al ways happy to take his part. O course there were, and
still are, sone jobs that he is very keen to take. He is very, very
keen on the Gand Theatre, for instance, but we won't tal k about that
too nuch, but he takes the rough with the snoboth, has done his bit for
our party but, nore than that, has absolutely done his bit for Counci
as a whole and for the city.

Chris is a Leeds boy, although he cones froman area of Leeds
| would not normally have considered to be Leeds. It is one of the
net her regions sonmewhere, | think, not far fromwhere ny mate Andy
cones from but nevertheless he is a Leeds boy and he is commtted to
this City, and he is intensely proud of the City, and I know he is
i ntensely proud of the honour we are about to bestow upon him

Finally, Lord Mayor, | think, too, | nust say, because it
says nuch about the man that we all know that Chris has not been in
the best of health and has struggled at tinmes with his health, but in
all those years going in and out of hospital he has never once - not
to me, anyway - he has never noaned, he has never conpl ai ned, he has
never said, "Wy nme?" He has al ways sought of |aughed and shrugged it
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off and just got on with it, and again | think that speaks so nuch of
the person that, faced with difficult circunstances |ike that, he is
able just to get on with |ife, get on with being a Councillor, and
doing his best, so, Lord Mayor, | amvery pleased indeed, of course
because Chris Townsley is a LibDembut just for Chris hinself | am
very pleased indeed, to nove that Councillor Chris Townsl ey be el ected
as the Lord Mayor of the City of Leeds to hold office until the date
of the Annual General Meeting of the Council in 2005. Thank you,
Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: My Lord Mayor, |adies and gentlenen, | was
del i ght ed when Councillor Townsl ey asked ne to - to use his words
- speak for himat the Council. | thought, "My God, there is going
to be a magnificent change, that Council Meetings are going to begin
in future on time and we don't have to wait until the Lord Mayor has
made his introductory remarks, which take nuch | onger than the
speeches al |l owed anyone el se", so | was very pl eased. But then | had
reservations, strong reservations. | nearly decided to change ny
m nd about doing it, because | went into the Travel Shop in Horsforth,
the Co-Op Travel Shop - excellent place - and there was Councill or
Townsl ey. | said, "What are you doing?" He said, "I am booking a
trip to Spain." | thought, "Oh ny God". (Laught er) | had
i mredi ate reservations and thought, "I shall withdraw fromthis
graceful ly", but he assured ne, because | thought he was actually
maki ng preparations before he had even taken up the post. Now, |
t hought that showed a prescience that is not open to nost, and so he
reassured nme he wasn't, in his phrase, doing a runner, so here | am
standing on ny feet supporting the nom nation which was noved by

Councillor Harris ultimately, | may say, because the first part of the
speech | thought was on the wong item but --- Al these firsts you
had done, and the seconds you had done and thirds you had done -
fantasti c.

| would Iike to say in speaking here it is lovely to see so
many friendly faces, because it is not always friendly in a place |ike
this. | think I will pick out just two, because we tal k about the
Lord Mayors and Lady Mayoresses. We have got two distinguished Lady
Mayoresses in the audi ence here, Dr. Waternman over there, Freeman of

the Gty, and the | atest Freeman. W are delighted to see you here,
and Bridi e Duggan who was the Lady Mayoress who carried the Roll of
Honour with equal honour and with equal distinction. There are

others, too, and that is what makes the Mayor- naking, this part at
| east of Mayor-nmeking so friendly and such a nice occasion to cone to.

| recollect many years ago, and it was about 1959 or '60 when

at a neeting in this Council Chanber soneone got up from where
Councillor Harris is and it was a nom nati on and he said, "I npve
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formal | y" and then sat down, and | thought, "That is a real
recommendati on. " The trouble is | was next and | had not really
prepared anything, thinking that I normally had to say, "I fornmally
second". However, today it is not quite |like that, because |I am not
following Les Carter. Anyone that has followed Les Carter knows it
is not the place to be. It is |ike walking up behind a horse - well,
not quite, that is an inelegant simle, I'mafraid, but it is
difficult to follow him He is so loquacious, he is so liquid with
his prose - you don't know what he is saying but, by God, he does say
it well, and if you don't believe ne, you listen to himwhen he gets
up because he has got a genius for the |ong-w nded phrase, beautifully
phrased, and neani ng absol utely not hi ng. (Laughter)

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER You taught ne, Bernard!
COUNCI LLOR ATHA: My skills as a teacher are renowned.

As you m ght have heard, had this thing been properly

i ntroduced, because you said you weren't going to list the commttees,
Chris has been on very many committees and | think gained very w de
experience of the Council, and in ny case | was Chairman - this is
where | go on to the node of Councillor Harris - | was Chairman of
Culture for sonme tine, and we deci ded, because we thought Leeds should
have a City Museum the only way to do that was to not put the Cty
Museum back into the refurbished Library building, which we agreed not

to do, and that caused a furore. We coul d not have done that had
Chris Townsl ey not had the courage to back us and say, "I will go with
you right down the line." As a result of that, Chris can
legitimately claimsonme right to ownership of the new nuseuns when

t hey go up.

He was educated in Hawksworth, Hawksworth County Primary,
which is still there. It is a lovely area. Its people are very
discrimnating; it elects every year that we have had el ections
Councillor M nkin, Councillor Illingwrth and Councillor Atha. I
wasn't going to nmention that, but I want to stress the connection with
me and Chri s. He went to that school and they did a good job, then

sent himto Mbor Grange. Again, the contact between us conti nued
because it was | who was Chairman of the Education Conmittee had to go
to Moor Grange in order to shut it because of falling rolls and
encount ered opposition fromChris Townsl ey, who stressed what an
i nportant school it was and what a good job it had done for him

And so we nmove to his other activities - well, sonme of them
because sonme of them | would not wish to reveal in public. He is a
fell ow nmenber of Equity, another contact, another relationship, and if
you | ook closely at sone of the soaps that are shot in and around
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Leeds you wll see Chris Townsl ey. He is not doing this
(Denonstrated), he is doing that (Denonstrated), but sonething |ike

t hat . He is an expert extra on these filnms, and he has now done
quite a lot. He does tell ne on one occasion he actually shared a bed
with the nost delightful-1ooking lady called Kristin Scott-Thomas in
the course of duty, as it were. They were on location in a hospital
that is being closed, but it was very, very cold and he had found a
bed and a paraffin stove, so he got on the bed to keep warm She
cane along and said, "Do you mind if | join you?" and he said, "Yes,
cone aboard and we will both be warm" Now, | am not sure, actually,
what the story is going on fromthere, but I do know they both kept
both feet on the ground, and his interest in theatre is intense, as we
hear d.

He has been a nenber of the Board of the West Yorkshire
Pl ayhouse. He is a menber of the Grand Theatre Board and, nore
particularly, along with Councillor Feldman, another respected
col | eague on that commttee, he has been a very strong supporter of
the Gty Varieties, and hopefully when the City Varieties does get the
Lottery grant we are hoping to get, again sone of the credit for that
will go to Chris Townsl ey.

| amsure he will make a splendid Lord Mayor. He is highly
soci abl e, very gregarious. That neans, Councillor Les Carter, nuch
the sane thing as sociable, just in case you think I am saying
sonet hi ng unpl easant about hi mand you are going to tackle nme about
it! He is very gregarious in attitude and very independent in
attitude. | am sure the Lord Mayor's Secretary, our very respected
Lord Mayor's Secretary, is going to have an awful ot of trouble with
Chris because of his independent m nd and what he is going to do and
what he wants to do, but | nust say, given recent history, he would be
wse to listen to sone good advi ce.

| am sure he will highlight the inportance of the Arts in his
year of office, and we offer himevery good wi sh for success, and that
success | think is reinforced, the possibility of it, by being
supported by his wife Margaret, and also | think by a Deputy Lord
Mayor whom we all acclaimon her being appointed. Brenda Lancaster is
sonmeone | think who has engaged the affections of al nost everyone who
has net her, and we w sh her every success in her role, and we hope

that her husband - | understand is not well - is soon recalled to ful
fitness and that you can enjoy the year as nuch as ny coll eague here
has enjoyed --- The sights you see when you stand up! (Laughter)
| amglad you are facing this way. And so, with those few words, and
great praise for Chris, | hope he has a splendid year, and | hope we
all inayear's tine are able to say with equal honesty as we can say
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to our current Lord Mayor, thank you very nuch for what you have done
for the City. (Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER My Lord Mayor, distinguished guests,

| adi es and gentl enmen, Menbers of Council, it is a privilege today
to support the election of a new Lord Mayor, Christopher Townsley, to
hold office until the next Annual General Meeting of this Council.

Can | say it is always difficult followi ng nmy good friend

Mar ky, and Councillor Atha at the other side, of course. In fact,
bef ore asking for your support, | think it is inportant that we
actually exam ne and | ook at this man who is going to hold this great
and nobl e office. As you shoul d have been aware, but other speakers
didn't seemto tell you nmuch about the man hinself, Chris was born on
24t h August 1949. | amtold the sun shone brightly that day. | am
told that he was a goodly and godly child. | ndeed, so good, unlike

CGeorge Washi ngton, Christopher woul d never have cut down the tree in
the first place.

My Lord Mayor, | amcertain | speak for everybody in this
Council when | say we are delighted that Chris has got over a very
serious problemas far as his back and the nunber of hospital
situations he has been in recently. | was talking to Chris the other
day and Chris told ne now t hose operations have been a success, and |
amcertain all Menbers of this Council will w sh himgood health
during his year in office. (Appl ause)

He was telling ne a few stories, actually, recently, ny Lord
Mayor . He was saying when he went to the Qutpatients Departnment at
the hospital he was listening and earw ggi ng at the guy next door in
t he next cubicle where the doctor had conme in to see the particul ar

man. The doctor said to this patient, he said, "Tell ne, | have got
sonme good news for you and sone bad news. Whi ch do you want first?"
And the patient said, "Well, give me the good news." And t he man
said, "Well, you have 24 hours to live." "Ch ny God", he said,
"That's the good news? \Wat's the bad news?" "Well, 1 have been
trying to contact you since yesterday." (Laughter)

| ndeed, when Chris was in hospital he was a very, very

popul ar man. One day a gentl eman phoned and said, "You have a

Chri stopher Townsley in Room 101. It is a matter of great inportance
that you tell me how his health is and how his progress is." "Wl
the nurse said, "He is doing very well. In fact, he has had two full
nmeal s, two novenents, and his blood pressure is fine. I f he
continues his inprovenent, the doctor is going to send himhonme very
shortly." "That is wonderful, absolutely marvellous news", said the
gent | eman. The nurse said, "Tell me, fromyour enthusiasm you nust
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be a close famly friend or a close nenber of the famly." "No, no,
no", he said. "No, no, no", said the gentleman, "I am Chris Townsl ey
phoni ng frommy hospital bed trying to find out how | am going on."
(Laught er)

As we all know, ny Lord Mayor, Chris joined the mghty Pru as
an agent in 1975, working fromthe Horsforth and Ol ey area. | have
to say, ny Lord Mayor, that this bodes well for a successful mayoral
year for, if ny nmenory serves ne correctly, and |I amthinking back
very hard, sonme of our finest, nost eloquent and distinguished Lord
Mayors have come fromthe insurance industry.

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: Nane one!
MEMBER OF COUNCI L: And you as wel | .

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER During the many years he served in the

i nsurance industry, Chris helped a great deal and a | ot of people.

He had sone very interesting clains and sone very interesting risks

t hat he insured. | ndeed, Chris is extrenely fanous through the whole
of industry for the case of the man with the wooden | eg. Thi s man,
who renmai ns obvi ously anonynous for confidential reasons, had a wooden
|l eg and asked Chris to insure the leg for fire. Chris phoned the
Prudential Underwiting Departnent and was given a price of £500 per
annum based on the actuarial consideration that the I eg would only
catch fire every 20 years and it would cost £10,000 to repl ace. Now,
Chris could not accept such a |arge anmount of premumfor this poor,

di sabl ed man and, after a great deal of thought, Chris hit on a new
way of describing the risk to his underwiters and, indeed, was
successful in reducing the premumfrom £500 a year to £50 a year. I

amcertain you will all be delighted at that, and | can see fromthe
faces of the Menbers who are still awake in Council that they are
wonderi ng how he nanaged to do this. Well, it is all in the words he
used to describe the risk. Qur resourceful Lord Mayor described the

risk as a wooden structure with an upper sprinkler system
(Laught er)

Chris dealt, over that period of time, wth many, many cl ai ns
and he told nme about sone of these clains, some of the claimforns
that canme in, |ike the man who wote, "The accident happened because |
had one eye on the lorry in front of me, one eye on the pedestrian,
and the other on the car behind ne." Now, mny Lord Mayor, | think our
Public Heal th people should be going up to Horsforth and findi ng out
what is causing three-eyed people in that area. Mnd, it will be
useful to them because any of themthat drives along the A65, the road
fromtown to Horsforth, will realise there are a | ot of yell ow
nonsters all the way up, and these yellow nonsters are really tax-
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collecting, they take £60 each off the poor notorist all the way up,
so that third eye could cone in very useful

There is another one of his claimforns: he was on his way
to the doctor - this is what it said, "I was on the way to the doctor
with rear end trouble when ny universal joint gave way, causing ne to
have an accident." My God, they have sone funny things in Horsforth.

During his successful career in insurance, he also had one
other great interest, and Bernard has referred to it today, and that
is the question of the perform ng arts and i ndeed, as Bernard says, he
is an actor with an Equity card which you have, haven't you, Bernard?
You are an Equity card actor, aren't you?

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: Yes, | will take your subs.

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER Par don?
COUNCI LLOR ATHA: | will take your subs later.

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER Well, there you are. Bernard, did
you know - - - | wll just ask you this question, did you know
that an actor with two brain cells has to be pregnant? (Laught er)

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: | didn't understand that.
COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER Thi nk about it.

Chris, holding his Equity card, has been in soaps such as
Emmer dal e, Coronation Street, Heartbeat, and has supported many ot her
amat eur dramati c organi sations.

My Lord Mayor, | couldn't resist when | found out about his
acting career, especially as being one of the shyest Menbers of this
Council, to ask himif he could give ne any tips at all as far as the
acting profession is concerned. He actually produced a list for ne
called, "The Principles for the Actor". Have you read this, Bernard?
"Principles for the Actor". There are too many for nme to share with
you today; however, | thought a few may give just a flavour of the
actor's principles. Evidently, actors say, "Do not listen to their
fell ow actors.™ It is abit like this Council Chanber, isn't it?
You never |isten to anybody. And, Andrew, one for you to bear in
mnd. Bear this in mnd, it says. This is fromthe Principles of
Acting, which says, "Don't |ook your partner in the face, you may not
see what you want." (Laughter) There is also one for you, Keith,
Kei th Wakefi el d. This is out of the sane thing, Keith. It says,
"Never change anything that is working." What do you think of that,
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Kei t h? Mar vel | ous. It actually did go on to say, "No matter how
wrong or phoney it may be."

My Lord Mayor, you will know fromny comments today that our
new Lord Mayor is a talented actor, a very good and ki nd person who,
with his wife Margaret and their children, will fulfil the duties of
Lord Mayor with the utnost dignity, and therefore it gives ne i mense
pl easure to support the resolution that Christopher Townsley be
el ected to hold the office of Lord Mayor for the City of Leeds to hold
the office until the next Annual General Meeting. Thank you, ny Lord

Mayor . ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR FI NNI' GAN: Lord Mayor, distinguished guests, fellow
Councillors, I won't add "conrades"” at this particul ar point;
that mght be a little controversial. It is inevitable that whenever
people are watching a filmor watching a piece of theatre, you get to
a point where you get those high peaks, like you do with Bernard Atha
and Les Carter, and then you hit the trough which regrettably is ny
good self, so | shall try and nake it as short as possible before we
hit those new peaks with Councillor Bl ackburn.

The Morl ey Borough I ndependents are delighted, delighted, to
support the nom nation for Councillor Chris Townsley to be Lord Mayor
of Leeds. W are in a situation where we are regarded somewhat
i naccurately as part of the awkward squad, as either a ngjor or a
mnor irritant, and | understand from Councillor Townsley's past that
he has been regarded simlarly, and we are happy to be associ ated and
affiliated with himunder those circunstances.

Certainly the Mol ey Borough I ndependents will be here

behaving well, |ike we have done year in, year out, making sure we
make a contribution in our owm quiet way, and Councillor Townsley wll
be there, I amsure, to help and assist us with that.

One of the things that interested ne when Chris asked us to
support this nomnation is the fact that he had worked in the theatre
and TV industry, and certainly | ooking at that |I was thinking about
maki ng sone sort of crack about the rainbow alliance and trying to
take into account who was Zi ppy, who was George and who was Bungl e,
but under those circunstances | was quite clearly advised by ny agent
that that would not be entirely appropriate, so we will not bother
with that.

We are delighted fromMrley to support Chris Townsl ey as
Lord Mayor of Leeds. W are in a situation where we do know he has
an affection for our area and that he has an affection for the rest of
Leeds as wel | . We fully support this particular nom nation, and |
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will sit down and hopefully you will reach another peak. Thank you,
Lord Mayor. (Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR D. BLACKBURN: Lord Mayor, Councillor Finnigan is right,
it goes downhill from here! As usual, going last on these occasions,
all the previous speakers have pinched all the best bits so | nust
apol ogise to you if | repeat sone of what has already been said but,
as is nmy way, you can be assured that what | say is short and to the
poi nt .

Chris, who is a Leeds lad born and bred, was first elected to
the Council for Horsforth in 1991. As previous speakers have said,
he sat on 27 main Council commttees and sub-commttees, as well as
t he West Yorkshire Passenger Transport Authority and the West
Yorkshire Fire Authority. It was on one of those Council commttees,
Recreations and Services, back in 1998 | first got to know Chris.

Chris Townsley is respected on all sides of this Council as a
wor ki ng Menber and a good col | eague and a friend. Chris mght be a
nice guy, but he will not be a soft touch. One of his previous jobs
was Chair of the former Horsforth & Cookridge CI T, which | have got to
say nust have been quite a challenging thing to chair, and he did that
well, and | definitely don't think he will have a | ot of trouble with
us | ot.

Previ ous speakers have nentioned Chris Townsley's acting

expl oi ts. In fact, himand Councillor Atha are the only TV stars |
know, and | have actually got a video, which | keep telling Bernard
about of him Well, | can say that Chris is the only person that has
ever got me to watch Coronation Street voluntarily. It was so |

could see himstood there, as | recall stood in the Rover's Return.

Anyway, seriously, | do hope Chris and Margaret have a really
good year and, on behalf of the G een Party Goup, we would like to
of fer our support to the notion that Councillor Chris Townsl ey be
el ected Lord Mayor of Leeds. Thank you. (Appl ause)

THE LORD MAYOR: Thank you very nuch. Menbers of Council, the

nmotion in front of Council is that Councillor Christopher Townsl ey
be el ected Lord Mayor of the City of Leeds to hold office until the
date of the Annual Meeting of this Council in the year 2005.

(The nmotion was carried unani nously)

| therefore declare Councillor Townsley elected as Lord
Mayor . (Appl ause) Sonme of us will now depart the chanber. Thank
you very much
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(The Lord Mayor and Party Leaders |eft the chanber and returned with
the Lord Mayor El ect. Fol | owi ng the chai ning cerenony, the Lord
Mayor El ect nmade the Decl aration of Acceptance of Ofice and signed
the register)

THE LORD MAYOR (Councillor C. Townsley): Il will try to stand up
and read this. | amnot so sure, if | fall down, you will have to
excuse ne.

Hi gh Sheriff, Honorary Al dermen, Menbers of Parliament,
Di stingui shed Guests, l|ladies and gentlenen, first of all let nme thank
you for being here on this our special occasion. | amsure tributes
have al ready been paid to Neil Taggart, his wife Sylvia, sister Laura
and ot her nenbers of his famly, as well as Alison Lowe and her
Consort, for doing fantastic jobs during this last year in carrying
out the mayoral duties, but let ne take this opportunity to add ny
name to that list and thank you, Neil.

The first community | eader in Leeds other than clergy was
created in 1626 when Sir John Savil e becane our first Al dernan. 1661
saw Thomas Danby installed as first Mayor of Leeds, but it was not
until 1897 that the City of Leeds sawits first Lord Mayor in Sir
Janmes Kitson, M. These first three nanmes al one show the quality of
i ncunbents which | have to follow and this, believe you nme, is nost
hunmbl i ng. And here endeth the first history |esson.

However, | amthrilled and proud that you, my peers, have
seen fit to bestow this honour upon ne. Those of you who have had
the privilege of holding this office will know the feeling. Those of

you present who are or have been Councillors of this wonderful Cty of
ours will be privileged in becom ng nenbers of a very special famly.
Yes, you do work hard and sonetines the days are |ong, but the rewards
are fantastic. The phrase "unsoci abl e hours” nust have been coi ned
by one of our predecessors.

Every year at Mayor-nmaki ng, you hear each Lord Mayor say they
have absolutely no idea what their sponsors have said about them I
have to tell you this is absolutely true. Therefore, |adies and
gentlenen, | assure you that if ny friends Les Carter, Bernard Atha,
Mark Harris have said things about nme which you thought coul d not
possi bly be true, then | assure you it must be true because | trust
themall explicitly - well, for now, anyway, at |east. But | wll
get ny own back if that isn't the case, because | will be in the chair
next time round.
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Neil, I was having a quick |look at |ast year's m nutes of
Mayor - maki ng, and | found out the answer to your question. You asked
how your brother could get off the Leeds Loop Road, as he had been

stuck on it for sone tine. Vell, if you read the rules, which you
yoursel f probably conpiled, there is only one way and one way only -
you have to throw a doubl e si x! | have tried it. (Laught er)

As previously stated, | amincredibly proud at this nonment,

as is Margaret, ny wife, your new Lady Mayoress, but | have to say
t hat probably even nore so was the delight of ny parents when
announced it to them and they are both here with us tonight.
Thanks, nmum and dad. (Appl ause)

Many of you know that | have been sonmewhat plagued with
illness, particularly during the early part of this year. el |,
let's hope that I have now had ny share. | have often thought there
are nore pieces of ny anatony in pickle jars in hospitals than there
are attached to ny skel eton. In fact, | amsure | should be at | east
3 inches taller. Amazingly, it appears to go with the job, as | have
visited fornmer Lord Mayors in hospital during their termof office,
and this year this quirk seens to have been extended to Neil, and |
hope you are feeling much better, Neil, now. I ncidentally, | have
heard it said that with Neil being in office for 13 nonths and ne for
only 11, that | would be one of the shortest Lord Mayors on record.
Well, that is an odd way of putting it but, yes, | understand,

t hi nk.

Let nme take this opportunity to say a little bit nore about
Margaret and |I. We have known each other since infants school. To
you younger people here, | apologise if | use sone ol d-fashioned
t er m nol ogy. In fact, infants school was Hawksworth Wod now
Primary, and | started ny school days there in | think it was '53 or
"54, first encountered Margaret when she joined in 1957, and

incidentally two of our forner classmates who are still very good
friends are with us tonight, so welcone to John and Mari on. | am not
too sure whet her John actually nmade it, but he will certainly be with

us down at The Arnpuri es.

Wen we | eft school and were first enployed, | was an office
junior with a firmof office equi pnment suppliers on The Headrow, and
Mar gar et worked a coupl e of hundred yards down the street at the
Prudential on Park Row. We both attended the same church, St. Mary's
at Hawksworth Wod, and both becane Sunday School teachers. There
either seened to be sone inevitability about us sharing the rest of
our lives together, or maybe it was just nme being a pest. | think
know whi ch Margaret will say it was! \Wichever way, we have now been
married for 34 years, have two wonderful children in (?)Edan and
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(?)Adel ai de and two beautiful granddaughters, Charlotte and Echo. e
both cone fromfairly large famlies and the majority of themare here
to share and celebrate with us this evening.

| am al so delighted that Brenda Lancaster and her husband
Ral ph have agreed to be ny Deputy Lord Mayor and Consort. W al ready
appear to be joined at the hip, and I am absolutely positive that al
four of us will make a good team

| was actually going to raise this later in the proceedi ngs
but I think now is probably appropriate. Sonme of you will know or
wi Il not know, in fact, that Brenda's husband Ral ph was taken into
hospital in the early part of |ast week and underwent surgery on

Friday or Saturday, | forget now, for a gall bladder renoval. | am
sure you will all join nme in w shing Ral ph a speedy recovery.
(Appl ause)

The chosen charities for this year, | have chosen the Leeds

Chil drens Hol i day Canp, known to many of us affectionately as
Silverdales, and it is celebrating its centenary this year.
Oiginally referred to as the Poor Children's Holiday Canp, it was
established to provide holidays for under-privileged Leeds inner city

chi | dren. You could be forgiven for thinking that this form of
Victorian institution could not possibly be used today in the 21st
century. However, you would be quite wong. Bet ween 250 and 300
children each year take a 5-day break here. The organi sation is
al ways in need of funds to enable it to continue to provide these
hol i days. | will give a few nore details a bit later on in the
eveni ng.

Many of you know that Margaret and | have been involved in
amat eur dramatics for well over 30 years and | amsorry, there are
sonme of our group here, it is, it is over 30 years. W were known as
the Slack and Tight Mnstrels, and sone of you know because we have
actually raised noney for fornmer Lord Mayor's here. Yes, that's what
we were. W were perform ng shows at Silverdales on at |east a
coupl e of occasi ons. | don't think we will be doing any nore now, |
think we will be far too old for it - well, I am anyway. Al t hough
you never know, if we are asked.

The second charity which I would like to support is the
Par ki nson' s Di sease Soci ety. This is a particularly debilitating
di sease, and again ny wwfe and | have, in the past, helped to raise
funds for the Society with the aforenmentioned Sl ack and Ti ghts.
Al t hough there is no known cure for this condition, drugs are now
avai l able to control the synptons. | know that the Society is trying
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to raise a further £30,000 for a specialist nurse in Leeds, and | wll
try and certainly help themif | can to achieve this goal.

| think |I have said enough, except to thank you all once
again for your support this evening. Thank you very nuch.

( Appl ause)

| TEM 2 - VOTE OF THANKS TO THE RETI RI NG LORD MAYOR

COUNCI LLOR McKENNA: My Lord Mayor, may | firstly congratul ate you
on your election to office. | amsure you will do a great job and
follow very well in the footsteps of Neil

My Lord Mayor, Lady Mayoress, distinguished guests, |adies
and gentlenen, it gives ne great pleasure to nove the vote of thanks
on your behalf to the Retiring Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, Neil and
Syl vi a. W all knew that Neil's reign as Lord Mayor of Leeds woul d
be colourful, exciting, eventful, and would consi derably enhance the
val ue of local political life to the Ctizens of our Gty, and | am
glad to say Neil has done that and he has not di sappoi nted us.

Who can forget the Lord Mayor addressing 4,000 |oyal footbal
fans in M|l ennium Square during the England -v- Switzerland match,
flags of St. George waving everywhere proudly, England fans from our
di versely rich communities chanting "Engerland” in their England
replica shirts? As colourful a spectacle, Lord Mayor, as | have ever
seen in our fair Cty, and Neil on stage explaining to themthe finer
poi nts of our beautiful game, while the crowd watched in awe and
stunned sil ence. My Lord Mayor, | can't help thinking that Leeds
United m ssed a great opportunity in not appointing Neil, one of the
nost original and tactically interesting football thinkers the gane
has yet produced, as their new nmanager.

As you know, Neil worked tirelessly in supporting his two
nom nated charities, the Yorkshire Air Anbul ance Services and EMAUS,
and I know he will want to share this adventure with you hinmself, so |
will leave that to Neil. | can say, though, Neil was Lord Mayor nore
or | ess seven days a week for thirteen and a half nonths, busy
nor ni ng, noon and night. He visited every ward in Leeds; nowhere has
escaped a visit from Lord Mayor Taggart. He conducted tours of
school children around the G vic Hall, making a point of |eading the
tours hinself, and he was ably assisted by his wife and fam |y
menbers, Rosemary, Helen, Laura, Edward, all of whom are here tonight,
Lord Mayor.

But, you know, for Neil this was also a politically difficult
year, due to the fact that he was selected to contest the margi na
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Labour/Li bDem ward of Branl ey. His activities were not hel ped by his
hospitalisation due to a serious foot injury, but Neil persevered and
won his seat for Labour, the only gain in the Cty. Wel | done, Neil.

(Appl ause)

| know during this period Neil has cause to be thankful to
his Deputy Lord Mayor, Alison Lowe, who ably deputised for himwhile
he was in hospital during his illness and, incidentally, Alison has
just told nme she has |ost 3 pounds during her termof office.
think that is a record. | don't think anybody has ever |ost weight
before while they were Lord Mayor or Lady Mayoress. | 1ook forward
to Neil matching that when he speaks.

Neil will also be thrilled that no British National Party
candi date was elected to the Council of Leeds, and | am sure everybody
in this chanber will agree. (Appl ause)

Now, Neil is fond of telling us that his period of office as
Lord Mayor, thirteen and a half nonths, makes himthe | ongest-serving
Lord Mayor of Leeds in recent tinmes, and this is true if it relates
from 1950, but | have to tell you that in fact George Brett served as
a Lord Mayor from 1947 to 1949, a period of 2 years, which makes him
the I ongest- serving Lord Mayor in the post-war period. Counci | | or
Brett's termof office was extended a full year by the post- war
Labour Governnent under the Representation of the People' s Act 1948,
and I know that nost of ny coll eagues on this side of the chanber
woul d have |iked the current Governnment to have been as generous as
t he post-war governnent to us, as they only extended our office by one
nont h. But, Neil, you are the |ongest-serving Lord Mayor so far this
century, and thirteen and a half nonths will take sonme beating.

As | said, Lord Mayor, Neil was a splendid Lord Mayor and we
can be justifiably proud of him He was al so graciously assisted by
is wife Sylvia, the Lady Mayoress, his daughters Rosemary, Julia,

Hel en, and by his sister Laura, and wherever they went in support of
their office they brought joy and happi ness to the people of Leeds.

Neil, you wll be a hard act to follow, and your
under st andi ng of Standing Orders - whoops, sorry, Neil, Counci
Procedural Rules, will be hard to equal. In your role of chair of

the Council you brought order, dignity to the chanber, and I wll
al ways remenber fondly the Chief Legal O ficer nodding vigorously in

agreenent with each and every final ruling you nade. At |east, |
t hi nk that was what she was doing, Neil! (Laught er)

To conclude, Lord Mayor, | will read out a nessage from one
of ny constituents from Arml ey. “Neil, you have been a great Lord
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Mayor . Congratul ati ons and well done, Sandy Melville." Now, seni or
Menbers of the Council wll know that Sandy Melville served on this

Council as Liberal - he was a Liberal - and a Tory Councillor, so
everybody realises how val uabl e your contribution was. Vel | done,
Nei | and Sylvia, and thank you for all the joy and happi ness you
brought to us in the last thirteen and a half nonths. | so nove, ny

Lord Mayor. (Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER My Lord Mayor, in seconding this not i on,
can | start by first of all congratulating you on your appointnent.

| amcertain you will have an excell ent year. | hope your famly and
everybody with you enjoys it; | amcertain they wll.

Last year, Lord Mayor, | stood here and asked this Council to
support the election of Neil Taggart as Lord Mayor of this city. I
said he would be different, | said he would be innovative. | said
all sorts about him actually, and that may be why he has never
invited ne to anything all year round, but | don't know. But one

thing I can say, and | am absol utely convi nced, he has perforned his
duties with dignity and respect in the office and the way that he has
hel d this particular office.

Can | also say, Neil, | didn't see you but | did see sone
wonderful pictures in the YEP of you, but even nicer ones of Alison.
Par don? | f anyone wants to challenge that, | amwlling to go

outside with them now.

Now, the only thing that is going to be a problemnow is that
Neil is shortly going to becone a pain in the bottomfor the joint
adm ni stration, because he will return to his own fold, and he will no
| onger have this wonderful independence which he did every tinme he
chaired the Council. He was a superb chairman, totally inpartial.
| ndeed, Neil, | was wanting tonight to put another resolution down to
keep you for another 5 years, but we can't do that, and you are going
back over there. | hope you can behave yourself, but even if you
don't ---

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: Over there.

COUNCI LLOR J. PROCTER: He will be going over there, actually.

COUNCI LLOR J. L. CARTER Oh there. It is confusing when you
get to ny age, Andrew, which side is which, but we seemto be

changi ng seats like - well, | wouldn't |like to say.

But, Neil, can | just say on behalf of the Conservative
Group, thank you for all the effort you have put in. Thank you for
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your whole civic team They have done an excellent job for the Cty,
and that is what it is all about; it is serving this Cty, not
serving this Council, not serving these Councillors but serving this
City, and you have done an excellent job on that, and we would like to
t hank you for that. Thank you. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR LANCASTER: My Lord Mayor, nmay | add al so ny
congratul ati ons toni ght as well. Thank you.

Lord Mayor, | amdelighted and privileged to support the vote
of thanks to Neil, Sylvia, and their famly, for the excellent way
they have carried out their civic duties. There have been vari ous
events from | understand, Neil chatting to ne the other day and said
he had actually been invited to open a car park, which turned out a
ot nore interesting than it sounded, and also to bestow the Honorary
Freeman of the Cty to Dr. Fanny Waterman, and | think a | ot of people
in Leeds will renenber when we wel comed Jane Toml i nson back from her
wonder ful feat that she had ridden, you know, all that way, was it
2,000 mles? Yes, thank you.

The two excellent charities that you have supported this
year, the Air Anbul ance, | was |ucky enough to go to an event
yesterday afternoon with Alison Lowe there nodelling hats, did a
wonderful job, and I don't really think that the Banqueting Hall w |
ever be the sane again, Alison. There were some wonderful nodel s
nodel | i ng sw mwear, weren't they? It was a sight to behold, and |
was so glad I went, despite obviously ny husband being in hospital,
because there was a presentation of the Queen's Medal to two
paranedi cs, and | thought that was wonderful for you to do, Alison,
wasn't it, and we had a smashi ng afternoon.

Al so, the EMAUS Project, under the circunstances, | amreally
glad I didn't wait for an invite, Les - we gate- crashed the evening
with Terry Waite - but | have to say | did pay for ny tickets, and
under the circunstances, as | say, wth ny husband not being here
toni ght, we had the nost wonderful evening, and you have a nack of
maki ng people feel included, and I know there were sonme gentl enen that
had been fornmerly honel ess and who were a little bit unconfortabl e at
first but you have that nack of naking people feel welconme and, at the
end of the evening, what | took away fromit was the way that they had
said to ne that they had |listened to Terry Waite who had been
i mprisoned for 5 years and, whilst they had been honel ess and had
not hing, they said that at |east they had had their freedom and I
think, you know, it is inportant to acknow edge that, that these
peopl e were made wel cone and t hey have got a chance through the
project to change their lives and be involved, and | think at this
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point we need a plug, don't we? | f you have got any furniture that
you don't want, the EMAUS Project will be very welcone for it.

So on behal f of the Liberal Denocrats, thank you for your
year of office and the way that you have carried out your duties.
Thank you. ( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR D. BLACKBURN: Thank you, Lord Mayor. May | al so

add to the congratul ati ons. On behalf of the G een Goup, |
woul d i ke to support the notion of thanks to the retiring Lord Mayor,
Councill or Neil Taggart. During this year he has worked
conscientiously for his adopted Cty, bringing credit upon it wherever
he has gone.

Bei ng a nenber of the Lord Mayor's Charity Comnmttee, | also
know his chosen charities have benefited substantially, and that he

has worked tirelessly to that end. | have also got to say that his
Deputy, who is extrenely good at persuadi ng people to do things, we
woul dn't have got as much without her. Thanks. (Appl ause)

| also nust say that his chairing of Council has been
exceptional in his fairness and that sort of quiet, Taggart charm
It is brilliant.

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: VWhat ki nd of charnf

COUNCI LLOR D. BLACKBURN: Well, | have been sat opposite himso
could see it, you see. The G een G oup hope that you have had a
wonder ful year and have not put on too nuch wei ght, although he told
me the other day that he had very nuch kept his weight down, but I
don't know about that. | don't know if he has been as good as

Al i son. Anyway, Neil, well done. (Appl ause)

(The Lord Mayor presented the past Lord Mayor's badge to the Retiring
Lord Mayor) (Appl ause)

(The Retiring Lady Mayoress presented the Lady Mayoress with her
i nsignia of office) (Appl ause)

THE LORD MAYOR: The Lady Mayoress will now present the Retiring
Lady Mayoress with the past Lady Mayoress's brooch. Have you done
t hat ? You know what you are doi ng. Thank goodness. | have said
t hat once.

The Retiring Lord Mayor to reply on behalf of hinself and the
Lady Mayor ess.
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COUNCI LLOR TAGGART: Lord Lieutenant, H gh Sheriff,

di stingui shed guests, Menbers of Council, can | firstly
congratul ate you, Chris, upon your election tonight. It is a great
honour to be elected as the Lord Mayor of Leeds.

| amgoing to start with sone thanks. | would |ike to thank
Syl via and Rosemary and Hel en and Laura and Edwar d. They have al
been fantastic in assisting nme carrying out duties. Sonet i mes, when

you go to an event, you nmay have to mngle with up to 300 people, and
one person, one Lord Mayor, sinply can't do it, and we woul d soneti nes
have to divide themup between us, and they have all been absolutely
superb and professional, not just in representing ne as Lord Mayor,

but representing this great Cty of ours. So thank you very nuch
from ne.

| would also like to thank sonme ot her people w thout whomthe
job of Lord Mayor woul d be inpossi bl e: Steven (?)MHew, Erica, Ros,
Audr ey and Bar bar a. They run the office, and they have an unusual
j ob because they have to get used to a new set of bosses every year,
and | think John WIlson has had 24. He has now |l eft the room
don't blame him but they have done a fantastic job. Very
prof essional. They are probably the best Mayor or Lord Mayor's office
staff in the country, in ny opinion.

| would Iike to thank John W1 son, John Gall agher, Steven,
Mark and Al an, all the drivers. They make sure we get fromAto B
we get there on tine. They are always good on points of etiquette
and protocol when you need to know, and they effortlessly do their job
and t hey suddenly appear at your side and hel p you. They are a
magni ficent team | can't praise themtoo nmuch

| would i ke to thank all the catering staff, particularly
Ann and M chel |l e. Wt hout themwe would go hungry and thirsty nmany
ti mes because sonetines, despite the i mage peopl e soneti mes have about
Lord Mayors, sonetines you aren't fed, sonetines you aren't watered,
and Ann and M chelle always | ook after us well.

| must thank Alison. She has done an absolutely superb job
as ny Deputy. ( Appl ause) During the year, they said it couldn't be
done. W had a target to get Alan Titchmarsh to Leeds to speak, "An
Evening with Alan Titchmarsh" for the Lord Mayor's Charity and they
said, "Oh, you will never get hini. We net his agent and he said,
"Oh, you nust be joking. No chance". But | knew that Alison was
going to meet him | think at Leeds University, and so she was our
secret agent. | put her on the case and, | o and behol d, he agreed
not just to cone but to waive his fee. Thank you very nuch, Alison.
You have done an absol utely nmagnificent job. It is up to you when
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you are Lord Mayor of Leeds but, if you decide to do it, you will be
an absolutely great, magnificent Lord Mayor. Thank you very nuch
i ndeed.

| would Iike to thank the |ate Norma Hutchinson and the
former Councillor Eileen Moxon for |ooking after Chapel Allerton
whil st | have ben Lord Mayor. | think sonmetinmes Menbers don't
real i se how absent a Lord Mayor can be fromtheir patch, no matter how
hard they try.

| would also |like to thank Deni se Atkinson and Ted Hanl ey for
taking me under their wing in Branl ey. They didn't have to but they
did, and it is difficult, as everybody knows, when you are Lord Mayor
you are not supposed to openly canpaign for office. | didn't ring a
si ngl e person asking themto vote for ne. They did all the work, and
| need to thank them and Steven Sinpson, ny agent, because w t hout
their efforts I would still be here today as a forner Lord Mayor but |
woul dn't be in front of you as Councillor Taggart, so thank you to al
of those peopl e.

| have | earned many things during ny year. One of themis
not to nake assunptions, and I will give you two exanples of this.
W were trying to explain on one particul ar occasi on about protocol
and precedent, and | have to say before | becane Lord Mayor | only
knew a little bit about it, but | soon |earnt. Sonetinmes you are in
a procession and you have to know absolutely where your place is, and
| learnt that the only person who is normally in front of nme in a
procession is the Queen or her representative. It m ght be another
menber of the royal famly, it mght be the Lord Lieutenant, of
course, but then it is nyself, because | was Lord Mayor of Leeds, and
we had a school visit here, and a little boy --- By the way, we |et
themsit in the Lord Mayor's chair and they have a nock Counci
Meeting - they love it - and this little boy said in protocol terns,
"Wl |, what about Tony Blair?" And | thought that is a really good
guestion, isn't it, for me as a nenber of the Labour Party, and |
t hought about it and I thought, well, he may be Prime M nister of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, but he is not the First Ctizen of
Leeds, so if we have a procession it is the Queen, then it is the Lord
Mayor of Leeds, and then it is Tony Blair, because that is his
rightful place in a procession in Leeds, you see. Absol utely true.

Sonmething el se | have |l earned during the year is not to
mention the city of Birm ngham David has al ready nentioned that |
am an adopted Citizen of Leeds, and when you go round and do tal ks you

will often find, Chris, you will nention where you cane from it is a
way of breaking the ice, and it would inevitably crop up that, you
know, | was born and brought up in Birm ngham and cane to Leeds as a
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student, and | used to support Birm ngham City Football C ub as a boy,
whi ch | know | ast year, when you |earned that, you would have had a
re-vote and not voted ne in, although | do support Leeds United. | t
is apity Leeds United aren't in the Prem er | eague, sanme as
BirmnghamCity, isn't it?

Anyway, | learnt not to nention Bi rm ngham because at one
particul ar event mnmy daughter Rosemary, who is sitting up there, said,
"Dad, you realise what the drivers are doing?" "Wat are they doing,
Rosemar y?" "They are all taking bets at which particular point in
your speech you are going to nmention the Bi rm ngham connecti on. You
know, they have all got noney on this." So | thought, "Right, I'm
not having this", so | didn't nmention Birm ngham once that day, and
not for weeks and weeks - | am | ooking at the drivers now. | wasn't
having them betting on ne, although recently | have started to nention
t he Bi rm ngham connecti on agai n. In fact, | opened one conference |
think with 3,000 del egates, a huge conference. It had never been to
Britain before, let alone to Leeds, and there were people there from
all over the world, distinguished people in their own right. You
could only admre them and | was so glad they were in the GCty, al
t hese people, and | had spoken and then we had a coffee break about
hal f an hour later and this person canme over to nme and said, "Excuse
me, Lord Mayor, but which part of Birm ngham do you cone fron?"

The charities have done really well. EMAUS has opened
during nmy year and we have done well for the Yorkshire A r Anmbul ance
as well. It seens to have struck a chord with the public of Leeds.

There has been a huge anmpbunt of support, so can | thank everybody here
who has been involved in raising noney for either of the charities or
the Lord Mayor's Charity.

This, as we all know, |adies and gentlenen, is a truly great
City - truly great Gity. Leeds is a really great place, and you
really see it well when you are Lord Mayor and go everywhere, and we
have got many fine people living here and, of course, we have the
| onest unenpl oynent, we have the fastest growing City centre, |argest
nunber of new j obs. | nmean, all of that, this is what you do when
you are Lord Mayor, you are an anbassador for the Cty, but actually
wi thout a cultural and artistic life any city would be dead, and we
are so blessed in Leeds that we have got so much available in that
regard. We have got nusic, and we are so glad Fanny is here today.
We have got the Piano Conpetition as part of that. We have got the
theatre, we have got the ballet, the opera, lots of things going on
wi th young people, Breeze Festival starts tonorrow. Aren't we | ucky
to be living in such a great northern city that has got all these
facilities avail abl e?
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Leeds is also great because of its diversity of people. e
know that, don't we, and to sone extent we see that represented here
t oday, but we have got people living in Leeds fromall over the world,
fromdifferent backgrounds, different racial origins, different
| anguages, different religions, different beliefs, all Iiving together
i n peace and harnony, and that is sonething very precious that we need
to val ue, because, as we know, |adies and gentlenen, in many parts of
the worl d people attack one another or repress or kill one another
because of their beliefs, and we don't have that here; we have
sonet hing very different.

It is very difficult, of course, when you are Lord Mayor, you
are neant to be non-political; you are neant to be above party
politics, but can | just say in closing then, how particularly glad
that very nasty, unpleasant right-wing racist, Fascist, anti-Semtic
party, which stood 23 candi dates on 10th June, that the people of
Leeds had the good sense to make sure that not one of them got
el ect ed. That is absolutely marvell ous. (Appl ause)

What ever the political differences in this chanber, what

units us overwhel mngly, | know, and that is Menbers fromall parties,
is we have no tine for people who divide and who don't val ue peopl e,
and we need to celebrate the differences that unite us all in what is,

in ny opinion, the greatest City in this country.

It has been a pleasure to serve for over the last 13 nonths,
an absol ute pl easure, and delight. Thank you so nmuch, all of you
for your support. Thank you. ( Appl ause)

| TEM 3 - DEPUTY LORD NMAYOR

THE LORD NMAYOR: So to Item No. 3 on the order paper. | woul d

like to nove that Councillor Brenda Lancaster be appoi nted Deputy
Lord Mayor of the City of Leeds to hold office until the date of the
Annual Meeting of the Council in 2005.

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: | second, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carried unani nously)

(Counci |l l or Brenda Lancaster nade the Declaration of Acceptance of
Ofice) (Applause)

| TEM 4 - ANNOUNCEMENTS
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THE LORD NMAYOR: Item 4, Announcenents. | made ny

announcenents during ny speech. | don't know if there are any
ot hers?
THE CHI EF EXECUTI VE: No ot hers, Lord Mayor.

I TEM 5 - M NUTES

THE LORD MAYOR: Item 5, then, Mnutes of the Council Meetings
hel d on 1st and 28th April.

COUNCI LLOR GRUEN: My Lord Mayor, | nove that the m nutes be
appr oved.

COUNCI LLOR J. PROCTER: | second, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carri ed)

| TEM 6 - ELECTI ON OF LEADER

COUNCI LLOR J. PRCCTER: | move in the ternms of the notice, Lord
Mayor .

COUNCI LLOR HAM LTON: Second, Lord Mayor.

COUNCI LLOR ATHA: Could I, Lord Mayor? | indicated I w shed to
speak. Thank you. | want to say just five or six points, very
briefly and very calnly.

(1) I dislike the wording of this resolution, which is to
remove Councillor Wakefield as Leader of the Council. | say that
because | think this is a totally and gratuitously ungenerous way of
dealing with the matter. It is snide and unworthy, and unworthy of a
Counci | which has been enjoyi ng such good hunour up to now. | think
it is a pity you have done this. A sinple resolution to el ect
Councillor Harris, and then the date follows on, would have been
sufficient to achieve both things, get rid of one and bring in
anot her . That is Point (1) and that is a personal one; that does
not conme fromthe Goup, that is nmy own personal view.

The second point is that | point out that this group is stil
the |l argest group on the Council, the 26, 24, 6 and 3, and so as such
we have obligations as the |argest single party. | pay tribute to
Counci |l |l or Wakefield for his year of |eadership, and I think all of
you would do the sane if we weren't in this particular node of being
gratuitously unkind and ungenerous, because whether one |ikes the
policies of opponents or not, there has al ways been nutual respect
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bet ween Menbers, and that has been normally enshrined in the | anguage
we address each other by, and so | would say, on behalf of us all,
Keith, we thank you for your work not nerely when you were Leader, but
in fact the period in between. We | ook forward, some of us on this
side, all of us on this side, to the tinme when you resume your nor nal
pl ace in the chanber.

| totally deplore the inadequate notice of the business given
for this neeting. Very shortly we will be going through very rapidly
a whol e range of resol utions endorsing the docunents which are these
docunent s. That is the bulk of them very detail ed, doubl e-sided,
and sonme of us got themlast night, sonme of us got themthis norning,
and that is really not an appropriate way in which to conduct the
busi ness.

| feel fairly sure that this is because the probl ens of
setting up the new arrangenents have neant this delay, but | have
sinply put down the marker: we understand it this tine but we can't
have that again in the future.

| personally deplore the scooping of all but a handful of
pl aces with the one coalition party opposite. | would invite the one
party opposite, if it is one party, to register as such and then
t hi nk you can have your rightful place as the single |largest party in
t he Council .

| deplore the |ack of consultation regardi ng a nunber of
maj or i ssues where consultation is appropriate, as is the case in the
case of the proposed Area Comm ttees. An enor nous anount of
consultation took place to determ ne the Area Cormittee structure, and
t hat has been brushed aside wi thout any further consultation, the
boundari es redrawn. That is not the way in which the new
adm ni stration should be denonstrating its future approach.

Thi s arrogance extends to Ml ey, the Mrley |Independent
Group, which, though sone of us may not |ike themor some of us may
wel cone t he i ndependent voice, they have been totally ignored because
they are not significant, they couldn't be bought and so let's ignore
them but they are a bigger party than the G eens, 6 votes to 3. | t
doesn't matter whether you are 3, 6, 9 or whatever, every Menber here
has been el ected by the public and they have the right to that
recogni tion and appreciation.

Now is not the time to devel op these points.

MVEMBERS OF COUNCI L: You have just done it.
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COUNCI LLOR ATHA: No, to devel op. | said, and I wll repeat,

because | am not making the m stake my coll eague over there nmade
this nmorning, I amusing the correct words. | will not have tine
this time to devel op these points - devel op. | have just listed them
because they are not developed at all; they are nere statenents. I
nmerely wish to identify themas our silence nust not be construed as
agreenent . We shall oppose the notion for the reason or if not
oppose we will - it may well be - | amnot quite sure what the
instructions are, whether we are going to vote against it or sinply
remain silent. It doesn't really matter because we don't want to be
seen to be playing silly politics. This is far too serious a matter
for that to happen.

So we object, as we nmade clear this norning, to the rotating

| eader shi p. We gave our reasons for doing so. W think it is not
t he best sol ution. You, in your wsdom said, "It is going to work."
Well, we shall see, but so long as we believe that sonething is not in

the interests of the citizens of Leeds we shall express that view
| f you prove us wong, we may be the very first to congratul ate you.

( Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR HARRI S: Lord Mayor, | think | amthe 6th or 7th

| ongest-serving Councillor in this chanber, give or take, and in
my 20 years | have not previously wtnessed what | have just
wi tnessed, and | regret that what has just taken place has.

To Councillor Wakefield, I want to say that | simlarly have
not seen a situation where the change in power is what we are
W tnessing toni ght, obviously because there has been a Labour
adm nistration for nore than nmy 20 years on Council, but to Keith
Wakefield, | know he has carried out the job as Leader of Counci
faithfully and diligently and has worked hard, and | say to himthat I
amgrateful to himfor the job that he did.

| don't want to get drawn into what Councillor Atha has said.
| just appeal to Council tonight that we et the matter be now and
continue with this evening' s proceedings as they ought to be.

(Appl ause)

COUNCI LLOR A. CARTER: My Lord Mayor, in the light of the

comments from Councillor Atha, which | have to say | deeply regret
at this particular neeting, | think it is inportant that as a nenber
of the new joint admnistration | al so coment.

First of all, on the issue of the way in which we are
required to pass a resolution to renove a previous Leader, | think it
is pretty barbaric, to be honest. There was anot her way, of course;
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a resignation could have been tendered after the result of the

el ection, but to be forced to put a resolution down of this sort
because the law - not ny law, by the way, not their |law but your |aw -
stipulates is not a very nice way of doing things, and | would like to
use the opportunity, as | have been presented with one, of saying that
| was able to work, | think, pretty well over the last 12 nonths as
Leader of the Qpposition with Councillor Wakefield, and | think it is
fair to say that both he and | have sonme considerable tinme for each

ot her.

| now want to comment extrenely briefly on Councillor Atha's
per f or mance. For the benefit of our guests, we had a Special Counci
Meeting at 10 o' clock this norning called by the Labour G oup,
Counci l |l or Atha being the prine nover. It was a Special Counci
Meet i ng. Al Menbers of the Council turned up apart from four
absentees fromthe group that called the neeting.

We then had a debate, fairly heated debate, and the vote was
taken and the vote was cast and the deci sion was nade. That was done
on the basis that it was far better to deal with our debates in a
proper debating Council Meeting and not in a neeting when it is
| argely cerenonial and we should be celebrating the election of a new
Lord Mayor. (Appl ause)

Not only should we be celebrating the election of a new Lord
Mayor, but we shoul d be thanking an outgoing Lord Mayor, one who has

done an excellent job, and one who will do an excellent job. It is
deneani ng that Councillor Atha has sought to open the debate up again
in this chanber. | have known Bernard for many years. | have to

say, that is the nost regrettable performance | have ever seen him
gi ve. Thank you, Lord Mayor. ( Appl ause)

(The notion was carri ed)

| TEM 7(a) - ESTABLI SHVENT OF COW TTEES
AND APPROPRI ATE TERMS OF REFERENCE

COUNCI LLOR J. PROCTER: Lord Mayor, 7(a), | nove in terns of the
noti ce.

COUNCI LLOR HAM LTON: Second, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carried)

| TEM 7(b)-(d) - APPO NTMENTS TO COW TTEES AND OUTSI DE BQODI ES
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COUNCI LLOR J. PROCTER: Lord Mayor, | nove in ternms of the
with the addition of Councillor Keith Wakefield to the Counci
Busi ness Conmittee detailed in Item 7(c).

COUNCI LLOR HAM LTON: Seconded, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carried)

| TEM 7(e) - CONSTI TUTI ONAL ARRANGEMENTS

COUNCI LLOR J. PROCTER: Lord Mayor, | nmove in terms of the
COUNCI LLOR HAM LTON: | second, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carried)

| TEM 8(a) - EXECUTI VE ARRANGEMENTS

COUNCI LLOR J. PROCTER: Lord Mayor, 8(a) | nove in terns of th
noti ce.
COUNCI LLOR HAM LTON: | second, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carried)

| TEM 8(b) - LEAD MEMBERS

COUNCI LLOR J. PROCTER: Lord Mayor, | nove in ternms of the
COUNCI LLOR HAM LTON: | second, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carried)

| TEM 9 - PROPOSED CALENDAR OF MEETI NGS

COUNCI LLOR J. PROCTER: | nmove in terns of the notice, Lord
COUNCI LLOR HAM LTON: | second, Lord Mayor.

(The notion was carried)

| TEM 10 - THE COUNCI L PLAN

COUNCI LLOR J. PROCTER: For the final tinme, Lord Mayor, | nove
terns of the notice.

COUNCI LLOR HAM LTON: For the final time | second, Lord Mayor.
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(The notion was carried)

THE LORD MAYOR: Thank you. Right, | think | amnow led to believe
that dinner will be served at The Royal Arnouries shortly. The sal ad
is getting cold, and therefore | ask you if you could make your way
out si de. We are, indeed, | suppose, honoured in the fact that the
transport will be at the front doors rather than at the rear doors, so

if you would Iike to make your way to the front doors,
will see you down there |ater.

(Council rose at 7.35 p.m)
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