Inner West Community Committee
Review of the year 2014/15
DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY 2015
INNER WEST COMMUNITY
COMMITTEE MEETING

6pm Wed 9th September
Venue TBC
6pm Wed 9th December
Venue TBC
ARMLEY FORUM,
7pm Armley Library
Tues 21st July
Tues 22nd September
KIRKSTALL FORUM,
Milford Rugby Club
7pm, 9th July
BRAMLEY &
STANNINGLEY FORUM,
Eric Atkinson Building
7pm, 23rd July

FOCUS ON MENTAL HEALTH
In March, the Community Committee was joined by experts from Public
Health and mental health charities to ask a key question - how can we
support people suffering from mental illness to access services in the
community?
Councillors discussed how the public and voluntary sectors can work
more closely together, bringing in partners from across all services. They
heard about the new ‘Patient Empowerment Project’ championed by local
GPs and how their outreach workers are helping people access all sorts
of community activities.
At the meeting, it was agreed that
tackling social isolation is a priority
area of work, and the Committee
is looking to joint fund a bespoke
project with Public Health and
Housing in the Armley tower
blocks to try out new ways of
engaging residents in need.

ABOUT THE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
The
Inner
West
Community
Committee
is
attended
by
councillors and local residents from
Armley, Bramley and Stanningley
and Kirkstall wards.
The role of the Committee is to
improve local service delivery and
ensure resident voices are heard.
They also invest their ‘Wellbeing’

funding in community
across the three wards.

projects

In this update we’ll look at last year’s
achievements and highlight some of
the fantastic community projects
supported by the Committee.
Local residents are very welcome to
attend the meetings, see ‘dates for
your diary’ for more information.

Community Committee Topics - 2014/15
Town & District Centres - July 2014
The Committee wanted to understand what could be done to improve
ISSUEdistrict
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and promote the area’s town and
centres.
The Armley discussion prioritised improving the environment on
Town Street and creating a safe and accessible district centre. The
Bramley and Stanningley group focused on Bramley shopping centre,
in particular working with the centre owners to support small
businesses and develop community led projects. For Kirkstall, the
discussion looked at the connectivity of the new development on the
former BHS site to the existing retail offer on Kirkstall Road
We agreed:
To look improve perceptions of Armley Town Street by focusing on
the environment and community safety.
To work with the owners of Bramley Shopping Centre to increase
opportunities for social and community enterprises.
To promote the independent Kirkstall businesses and work closely
with the new development.
Progress so far:
 Street cleansing has been improved on Armley Town Street, and
the Committee is funding alcohol outreach workers to discourage
street drinking.
 The Bramley Shopping Centre hosted the popular Christmas Light
Switch event on organised by members of the local community.
 School children are helping design banners and public art for
Kirkstall Road.

Listening to young people - October 2014
The Committee invited groups of young people to
the meeting to hear about what’s important to
them, and look at how we ensure the voice of
young people is heard.
We agreed:
To set up engagement groups for young people in
each ward and regularly consult on issues that
matter to them.
Progress so far:
 Engagement groups have been setup in Armley

and Bramley with plans for Kirstall underway

 Councillors and officers have visited six school

councils and spoken to over 100 young people
about youth activities this year
 Young people have influenced spend on over

£40,000 of Youth Activities Funding.

Parks & Greenspace December 2014
The Committee discussed how to improve local parks and
greenspaces, promote imaginative play and create volunteering
opportunities.
We agreed:
To focus on the basics to create a safe and welcoming park, e.g.
better paths, more litter bins, improved signage.
To look at opportunities to develop imaginative play, and work
with families on play initiatives within local communities.
To promote the mental health benefits of environmental
volunteering.
Progress so far:
 Funding a site based gardener for Bramley parks.
 Working with parents and children to improve the Armley Ley

Lane greenspace with new goalposts, fitness equipment and
paths.
 Funding TCV Hollybush to deliver a programme to recruit new

environmental volunteers from the local community.

Childhood Obesity January 2015
The Committee wanted to hear more about efforts to
tackle childhood obesity and support parents and families
to make healthy choices. The Committee heard a
presentation from ‘The Food Dudes’ about a new
programme for schools to promote healthy eating and
exercise.
We agreed
To promote the ‘Food Dudes’ programme to schools, and
create new opportunities for children and young people to
be more active within their local communities.
Progress so far
 8 schools have signed up to the Food Dudes

programme.
 £18,000 Committee Funding has been allocated to

sports based projects across all three wards.

Community Committee Wellbeing Grant Funding
Here are some of the projects funded by the Community Committee in 2014/15
Small grants & community skips ………………………... £ 8,113
Festive light hire Armley, Bramley, Rodley, Kirkstall….. £ 4,560
Festive light switch on events Armley & Bramley ….…..£ 6,687
Police off road bikes……………………………………….£ 1,135
Armley hanging baskets………………………………......£

950

Fairfield Community Centre……………………………….£ 5,000
New Wortley Community Centre…………………………£10,000
Angel of Youths 1213 Got Talent………………………...£ 5,000
Bramley Carnival & Music Festival ……………………...£ 5,500
Kirkstall Festival……………………………………………£ 5,500

Armley Brownies at Flamingo Land

Armley multi-sports summer holiday camp……………..£ 2,688
Armley Boys Brigade gala………………………………..£ 1,500
Armley Saturday Night Project youth club……………...£ 5,497
Armley Brownie Camp…………………………………….£ 1,000
Winter warmer packs for older people…………………..£ 3,781
OWLS shopping service for older people……………… £ 2,500
POMOC service for the Eastern European community..£ 3,800

The Armley Winter Warmers Launch

Hollybush TCV DIY and Woodcraft course for over 55s.£ 4,340
Bramley Community Shop………………………………...£12,500
Armley Food Parcel Service Christmas donation……….£ 2,000
Hawksworth Wood Children’s Champion………………..£ 5,000
Money Buddies debt / financial support service…….…..£ 2,500
Broadleas CCTV camera………………………………….£ 1,784
Bramley site based gardener……………………………..£ 9,602
Breeze games on Ley Lane……………………….……...£ 1,960

Kirkstall Festival

Revizit youth project……………………………………..…£ 1,800
Burglary reduction …………………………………….…...£ 3,000
Ley Lane greenspace improvements…………………….£ 5,000
Gotts Park golf club………………………………………...£ 5,000
AIM Education targeted work……………………………..£ 4,310
Armley children’s library equipment……………………...£ 3,000
Alcohol outreach for Armley Town Centre…………...….£ 3,000

Angel of Youths at Armley Library

For more information on the Committee contact west.north.west@leeds.gov.uk / 0113 3367856
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/LCCInnerWest

