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Location
GRAND QUARTER IN THE CITY
The Grand Quarter is strategically important in relation
to other regeneration and major initiatives within the city
centre and plays an important role in links between these
areas and as a destination and true quarter of the city
in its own right. The map and images on this page show
some of the key projects in the city, including the Arena,
Trinity Leeds and Victoria Gate Phase I.
Page 1.1 - shows the proposed TH area with the
proposed conservation area and listed buildings.
Page 1.2-4 - The area has a concentration of significant
listed buildings: 2- The Grand Theatre (Grade II* listed),
3 - St John’s church (Grade I listed) and 4 - The Grand
Arcade (Grade II listed)
Page 1.5 - Pedestrian dominance mapping undertaken
by Leeds City Council Urban Design Team illustrates the
strategic context for interventions in the Grand Quarter
within the context of wider public realm aspirations and
proposed developments (shown in pink). The strategic
importance of New Briggate to connect to Briggate and
North Street, as well as from Eastgate to the Arena
Quarter is shown. Yellow routes indicate streets and
spaces that already have pedestrian dominance and
the purple routes show the potential for future improved
pedestrian dominance.
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1. Panoramic view looking towards the ‘Grand Parade’
and The Grand Theatre with St Johns Church on the left
hand side, its gothic gateway a positive feature on the
corner of what could be a fine civic space.
2. Panoramic view from the top of Briggate
looking towards the ‘flat iron’ southern end of the Grand
Parade. Placemaking options highlight this area as a
place for a proposed improved ‘super crossing’ to enable
pedestrian movement to be greater between Briggate and
New Briggate.
3. Temporary ‘pop up’ uses of St Johns churchyard
are proving popular like this one associated with Child
Friendly Leeds.
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4. ‘Flat-iron’ building at the corner of New Briggate and
Merrion Street. Merrion Street has now been closed
to traffic and this low cost option has substantially
improved pedestrian safety whilst allowing the street to be
more beneficially used by the businesses who can now
offer outside seating. This success has opened up new
opportunities that have attracted new businesses and
enabled investment into property units.
5. The Grand Arcade has been transformed over the last
few years from being largely vacant to becoming a vibrant
location for the city’s independent businesses.
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There is a vibrancy of uses within the Grand Quarter, partially due
to its strategic location within the ever expanding city centre and the
role it provides to link to northern areas such the North Street to the
main shopping street of Briggate as well as the continued use as
a bus transit hub out of the city. The 1990’s saw older independent
shops hold on within a changing retail climate but slowly these uses
declined and were replaced by hot food takeaway uses that located
here due to the night-time economy, largely due to the presence
of a major night club within the Grand Arcade. Over recent years
the night-time economy has diversified and high quality niche
bars such as North Bar, Sela and the Merrion Street and Grand
Arcade establishments have supplemented the offer with food,
craft beers and live music. The nearby Belgrave Music Hall was
instrumental in this change and the area is now attracting a different
demographic.
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Use

The Grand Arcade was, until 2014/5 a quiet arcade with a high level
of vacancy, however recent reinvention, thanks in part to the closing
off of Merrion Street to traffic and the use of temporary ‘pop up’
uses, has seen a renaissance in the use of units within the Grand
Arcade and it is now becoming a destination in its own right.
The Grand Theatre underwent significant investment over the last
ten years and now has the capacity to promote larger shows and
attract a greater proportion of the theatre going public.
1. Throngs of people visit Briggate but relatively few of them
advance further up to the Grand Quarter.
2. Theatre-goers leaving a matinee performance at the Grand
Theatre. Change is needed to encourage them to stay in the area
before and after performances.
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3. North Bar was one of the first independent bars to locate here
and ever since has helped define the area.
4. The nearby Belgrave Music Hall has a unique style that attracts
a live music and ‘hipster’ crowd.
5. The bus stops dominate much of the area and New Briggate is
an important transport hub for routes to the north.
6. The Grand Arcade has reinvented itself as a destination for food,
leisure and speciality independent retail and services.
7. Pop up use on Merrion Street in full swing. Initially temporary
closure of Merrion Street to traffic resulted in the opportunity of
operators to take over the street for pedestrians. This arrangement
has proved successful and has become permanent.
8. The western side of New Briggate is dominated by hot food
takeaways.

Burt and Grady’s reconstruction of
‘The Town of Leeds c1500’ shows the
location of the proposed TH area
within the context of medieval Leeds.
The New Briggate area was the earliest
area of expansion of Leeds beyond its
medieval boundaries and prior to this
formed part of the open strip field system
divided from the burgage plots of Briggate
by The Headrow

Historic Development

Extract from the 1850 Ordnance Survey
1:1056 map shows the intensification
of development of the area with the
residential development of Merrion Street
(1830) and the industrialisation of the area
with the Woollen Cloth Works, Stone and
Wood Yards and reservoirs joining the
original 17th century development. New
Street, now named St John Street, still
terminates at the gate to the church.

John Cossin’s map of 1726 shows the area following its 17th century development by John Harrison.
Harrison laid out ‘New Street’, the forerunner of New Briggate, to access his new development; St John’s
Church and a complex of Almshouses (also known as Harrison’s Hospital). An important philanthropist
in the town, he also founded the Free School shown to the right of the church. The gentry house and
garden shown between the church and school was built in 1720 for Leeds merchant Matthew Wilson. The
building survives today as Nash’s Fish and Chip Restaurant and is the only surviving private residence
shown on Cossin’s map.
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NEW BRIGGATE THEN AND
NOW
There is an extensive coverage
of historic photographs that
provide good evidence for future
restorations and refurbishments
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Special Character
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The special character of the area is shaped by its 17th
century initial development by John Harrison and the
subsequent development as a commercial and cultural
area of the 19th century city.

1. St John’s Church, Grade I listed, the oldest surviving
church in the city centre, built between 1632-34 and
founded by John Harrison. Subsequently restored and
remodelling by John Clark, Richard Norman Shaw
and Temple Moore and now in the guardianship of the
Churches Conservation Trust.
2. Matthew Wilson’s house, 1720. The building survives
today as Nash’s Fish and Chip Restaurant and is the only
surviving private residence shown on Cossin’s map of
1726.
3. The Grand Arcade of 1897, Grade II listed, by Smith and
Tweedale. The New Briggate and Vicar Lane elevations
feature locally produced Burmantofts faïence.
4. The Grand Theatre, Opera House and Assembly
Rooms Grade II*, 1877-8 by George Corson, assisted by
JR Watson. At its opening it was hailed as one of the finest
and handsomest theatres outside London and continues to
be an important cultural destination in the city today.
5. The ‘Grand Parade’, unlisted late 19th century parade
made up of four speculative developments and featuring
ornate architectural detailing originally including landmark
corner turrets at either end (now partially lost).
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6. (page 8) John Harrison (1579-1656) the wealthy Leeds
merchant and philanthropist who initially developed the
area in the early 17th century and is commemorated in a
memorial window in the Harrison Chapel of the church.
Various scenes from his life are depicted including this
scene of Harrison on site during the construction of St
John’s with its distinctive double nave form.
7. (page 8) The Potts of Leeds clock in the Grand Arcade
is a popular focal point and a rare survival of one of the
company’s animated clocks - the life size figures revolve
on the hour!
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4. The Grand Theatre

1. St John’s Church

3. The double arcade of the Grand Arcade

2. Matthew Wilson’s House, now Nash’s
Fish and Chip shop, 1720.
1. St Johns Church
Interior with its
distinctive double nave
5. The ‘Grand Parade’

6. John Harrison

7. The Potts of Leeds Clock in the Grand Arcade

Heritage Need

5.
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The extent of disrepair, inappropriate change, vacancy
and loss of historic architectural detail is having a negative
impact on the area and addressing these issues represents a
significant opportunity for the regeneration of the city and the
preservation and enhancement of the heritage of the area.

1. Disrepair
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The generation condition of the historic buildings is
a cause of concern with historic fabric being harmed
due to unaddressed maintenance issues - only 17%
of the buildings are in a ‘good condition’ with 33% in a
‘poor’ or ‘very poor’ state. Long term issues with failing
roof coverings and rainwater goods and inappropriate
cement pointing have led to saturation of masonry, with
brick and stone erosion and internal damage.
1. Failed rainwater goods has led to saturation of
masonry and erosion of brickwork. Cement repairs to
brickwork are unsightly and will lead to further erosion,
‘Grand Parade’
2. Blocked guttering causing significant water ingress
and salt staining at the ‘Grand Parade’.
3. Vegetation growth and staining is a tell-tale sign of
rainwater goods failure and ongoing damage to historic
fabric, ‘Grand Parade’
4. UPVC window with water ingress
5. Historic detail has been lost due to failure to
maintain the property. Luckily sufficient detail survives
to be able to restore the lost lion head detail to the top
of the pediment, ‘Grand Parade’.
6. Although locally organised crowd-source funding has
secured initial repairs to the Potts of Leeds clock at the
Grand Arcade, further work is required to get it back to
full working order
7. Significant internal damage has occurred in the upper
floors of the ‘Grand Parade’ due to roof and rainwater
goods disrepair.
8. Significant disrepair issues of this landmark building
is leading to the disuse of the upper floor and is creating
a poor perception of the general area.
9. Further historic detail will be lost if timely action is
not taken to address the disrepair issues of the area.
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Heritage Need
2. Inappropriate Change
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3.

There has been extensive inappropriate change
affecting 81% of the properties. Common changes are
inappropriate replacement shopfronts, signage and
security measures to ground floors and inappropriate
replacement windows to upper floors and the painting
of stone and brickwork.
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1. Signage and security shutters pay little attention
to the special character of the host building visually
severing the ground floor from the floors above, ‘Grand
Parade’.
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2. Historic photographs of the same building show how
this important corner once was treated architecturally
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3. Poor quality shopfronts, over large signage, plastic
replacement windows and multiple satellite dishes all
detract from the special character of this attractive 19th
century building
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4. External box shutters and inappropriate signage
detract from surviving historic architectural details.
5. Bulky internally illuminated box signage competes
with surviving historic detail
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6. Deep fascias out of proportion with the rest of the
elevation may conceal surviving historic transom lights
and original narrow fascia boards. Ashlar stone has
been concealed with a inappropriate painted finish with
the peeling white paint revealing an earlier red lime
wash
7. To be successful shopfronts and signage should be
sensitive to the building in which they are set
8. Signage overload on the ‘Grand Parade’
9. The loss of traditional detailed shopfront and bow
windows to the New Briggate elevation has had a
harmful impact on this positive building
10. Inappropriate shopfronts, signage and replacement
windows have reduced the impact of this important
gateway building
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Heritage Need
3. Vacancy
Vacancy or under-use of historic floor space is an issue
affecting approximately a third of properties in the area.
This is a vicious circle leading to lack of maintenance and
disrepair issues which affect occupied units to adjacent
lower floors and blights the wider area. Vacant floor space
is a wasted resource.
1. Properties on Merrion Street (upper) that have stood
empty for some time.
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2. Ground floor Art Deco shop units in the Grand Theatre
have great potential but are currently vacant and boarded
up.
3. Unused buildings in Merrion Gardens with potential for
future reuse to provide additional facilities for park users
and restore an original approach.
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4 & 5. The floorspace of the former ‘Central Hotel’ is
currently vacant
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6. Upper floors incapable of use due to damage caused by
maintenance issues with the roof.
7. Boarded up windows and doors are harmful to the
perception of the area
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Heritage Need
4. Loss of Architectural
Detail
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Loss of historic architectural detail has affected 77% of the
buildings. However, much of quality survives and it is likely that
opening up works will reveal more. There is a good archive of
historic photographs and elevation drawings that will provide
a good evidence base for reinstating appropriate shop fronts,
signage, windows and other lost details.
1. The loss of traditional shopfronts is detrimental to
this positive building, but there are surviving elements of
historic detail to work with in any future restoration and good
photographic evidence to inform works.
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2. Fine pediment feature.
3. Reinstatement of timber sash windows would be an
enhancement

7

8

4. Surviving historic detail and traditional style shopfront on St
John’s Place add quality and completeness to the streetscape
5 & 6. The loss of the matching lions head, previously flanking
the doorway, and its porch hood detail weakens the special
character of the building but there is good evidence for
restoration of the lost details
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7. Grand Arcade Green Man
8. Loss of traditional shopfronts, signage, door fittings but
survival of some historic details to work with
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9 & 10. Good photographic evidence is available for the former
historic shopfront of the southern end unit of the ‘Grand Parade’.
This will be useful in considering the approach to any new
shopfront, but not necessarily the future signage....!
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Heritage Need
Scheme priorities
1: The Grand Arcade
2: 14-18 New Briggate
3: 51d-55 New Briggate
4: 26-34 Merrion Street
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5: The Grand Theatre
6: 62-66 New Brigate
7: Nash’s Fish and Chip Restaurant
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Heritage Need

23-51 New Briggate. The extent of disrepair, inappropriate change, vacancy and loss of historic architectural detail is having a negative impact on the area and offers scope for significant enhancement
through heritage-led regeneration guided through the proposed TH grant scheme
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Public Realm

Issues in the public realm generally relate to four main
issues:
1. The dominance of traffic and buses.
2. Lack of quality connections and crossing facilities.
3. General lack of maintenance and street clutter, including
bus stops.
4. St John’s churchyard and anti social behaviour and use.
There is scope for significant enhancement and an improved
public realm is likely to improve the use and yield of shop
units and give an added vibrancy to the area as has already
happened at lower Merrion Street.
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There are opportunities for St John’s churchyard with
potential for greater connectivity. Any work here should
consider the need for greater natural surveillance of the
churchyard. The possibility exists for properties on the first
floor of the ‘Grand Parade’ to front onto this space.
1. St John’s Place and the quality York stone setts outside
Nash’s 1720 merchants townhouse.
2. Storage of bins behind Grand Parade.
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3. The problems of crossing from Briggate to New Briggate.
4. Quality setts and paving form an appropriate setting to
the listed buildings of the area
5. Setts outside St Johns. This main entrance to St John’s
is in need of greater promotion in order to encourage
pedestrian use and movement through the churchyard.
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6. View from the churchyard to New Briggate.
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7. Phone boxes, signage and bike storage give a
perception of street clutter that could be improved by a
rationalisation and street furniture redesign.
8. At peak times the street gets very busy given the popular
bus routes served here. A reorganisation of the highway has
potential to ease this issue.
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9. Bin storage is a streetscape issue to be addressed

Leeds: A Proven Track
Record

LOWER KIRKGATE THI SCHEME

• The first grant aided scheme at 92 Kirkgate has restored
an 18th century building removing paint and reinstating
an appropriate shopfront. The project has brought vacant
historic floor space back into use through its new cafe use.
This impressive scheme has been commended by Historic
England and is now acting as a catalyst for further projects to
come forward. The scheme involved a training event about
the restoration principles for historic buildings.
• This THI scheme, which involves £2.423m of THI common
fund and is in its early stages of the delivery phase, will
culminate in the restoration of the First White Cloth Hall
complex, which is currently at the design stage, and involves
£250,000 of funding from Historic England. The Council has
recently agreed to buy the building and add an additional
£1.85m to the budget.
CHAPELTOWN THI SCHEME
• One ‘Critical project’ has been delivered and the final project
is progressing towards a start on site in the Autumn.
• The Gothic Parade, a gateway site into Chapeltown, has
largely been transformed with other target property projects
including art deco shop fronts along Chapeltown Road, which
won an award at the 2013 Leeds Architecture Awards.
• Through the Chapletown Heritage Advisory Group the
local community has been involved with the preparation of a
Heritage booklet that is focussed on the Leeds Civic Trust’s
blue plaque scheme which has recently been unveiled in the
area.
• For both the Armley and Chapletown schemes £225,000
of additional funding from the Local Economic Growth
Initiative (LEGI) complemented the THI common fund budget
for delivering capital projects. This is in addition to an extra
£206, 000 from Leeds City Council to complete the critical
properties.

Leeds: A Proven Track
Record
ARMLEY THI SCHEME
• Mike’s Carpets, former Methodist Chapel and Critical
Project, has been restored. A heritage awareness training
event, relating to leaded light glazing manufacture for the
project, resulted in a contractor taking on a new apprentice.
• 20 Target Property schemes have been delivered which
has also secured the re-use of upper vacant floor space for
student accommodation.
• Public realm: THI grant contributed to the reinstatement of
natural Yorkstone along Town Street.
• Heritage construction awareness training sessions were
held which attracted 100 people including the community,
conservation officers and building surveyors.
• The production of a Town Street keystones booklet,
highlighting local celebrities and historic events, involved the
community through the Armley Heritage Advisory Group.
‘SKILLS FOR THE FUTURE’ PROGRAMME (RE-MAKING
LEEDS)
• This heritage construction skills training programme
consists of classroom training, one year placement and an
enrichment component such as short courses and visits to
historic buildings.
• Short heritage awareness courses for the local community.
• Partnership working with York College, Leeds College of
Building, construction and other training companies such as
Heritage Craft Alliance.
• All graduates from the first year have either secured a
construction job or progressed to further heritage training.
• The council is developing a second round of ‘Skills for the
Future’ bid to continue the existing successful scheme.
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GRAND QUARTER VISION

PROJECTS: BUILDINGS
A heritage-led regeneration grant scheme has the potential to address
the issues affecting the built environment of the area:
- Disrepair - address roof and rainwater goods failure to make
buildings watertight. Repair works proposed to the Potts clock in
the Grand Arcade, pictured, to get it to a fully functioning state and
consolidate the repairs already undertaken by the businesses and
community.
- Inappropriate change - address the inappropriate change that
blights positive historic buildings in the area. Including: replacement
shopfronts, signage, windows and doors.
- Vacancy - the grant-funded work will promote the reuse of currently
underused and vacant histroic floorspace bringing a boost to the
economy of the area and promoting the future maintenance of the
properties.
- Loss of histroic architectural detail - lost detail can be reinstated
where there is a good evidence base available
The scheme has the potential to transform of the ‘Grand Parade’ and
significantly enhance the wider area - see page 20.
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PROJECTS:
Indicative BUILDINGS
Streetscene

PROJECTS: PLACE
The public realm aspect of the proposed scheme will deliver significant enhancements to
the area and improve the setting of the positive histroic buildings.
Visions for placemaking opportunities include improving connectivity, public realm and
sense of place in New Briggate and St Johns.
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PROJECTS: PEOPLE
The activities, outreach and training elements will be a
valuable part of the scheme and leave a lasting legacy
building on the heritage skills and interest already
apparent in the people connected with the area. The
project will also seek to bring new audiences and visitors
to this part of the city centre and capacity build the
heritage skills sector of the city.

“As one of the main funding organisers for ‘Save the
Grand Clock’ appeal I was really excited about the
possibility of fully restoring the William Potts clock which
is an integral part of our Arcade’s heritage”.
Claire Riley, Our Handmade Collective, Grand Arcade
“The area would benefit from having a variety of
independent businesses to create more trade.
Improvements should be made to the road and paths in
order to attract more pedestrians along New Briggate”.
Paul Duncan, Dolton’s Jewellers, 37 New Briggate
“Whilst the building frontages need smartening up we
should not make the whole parade uniform”
Ian Feasey, Relic Records (53 New Briggate)
“The Grand Arcade has the potential to rival the Victoria
Quarter”
David Nkengmo, Casa Colombiana (Coffee House in
Grand Arcade)
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