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21.

WITNESS STATEMENT

( CJ ACT 1967, s.9;MC Act 1980, ss.5A(3)(a) and 5b;MC Rules 1981, r.70)

Statement of Carmel Brennand
Age/Date of Birth - Over 21 Occupation - Senior Liaison & Enforcement Officer
This statement (consisting of 5 page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my Knowledge and belief and
I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable for prosecution if I have wilfully stated
anything which I know to be false or do not believe to be true.

I am the above named person. I am employed full - time as a Senior Liaison and
Enforcement Officer with Leeds City Council's Entertainment Licensing Section. My duties
include visiting licensed premises with other agencies to ensure compliance under the
Licensing Act 2003, in promoting the four licensing objectives; the prevention of crime and
disorder; public safety; the prevention of public nuisance and the protection of children from
harm.
This statement is further to that dated 2nd March 2021.
On Thursday 4 th March 2021 I attended at Morley Post Office and posted the review
application to all the responsible authorities and the Premises Licence Holder at the
premises and his home address.
At 10:58 am on Monday 8 th March 2021 Biniam had left me a voicemail asking me to ring
him. I returned his call at 3 pm and left him a voicemail.
At 9:34 am on Tuesday the 9th March 2021 Biniam rang me and said, I have seen your
letter, very stressful. What can I say to you? I am paying £2000 rent and spoken to the
landlord, and borrow £20,000 from the Halifax. The last time the police came my friends
were helping me. I pay the bills and rent and work in Foxes. Last year when I get the licence,
business going alright then Coronavirus close everyone down. I borrow from HSBC, pay the
landlord on the 15th. I have start selling stuff. I can't attend the meeting. I have decided to
leave and give notice to the landlord. If you can, close my account. I'm not operating. I have
no money. Not working anymore in that building'. I asked, 'So you have given notice?'
Biniam replied, 'Yes, the end of March. I have a lot of bills, the electric already finished.'
When I explained he will receive a letter regarding the hearing, he said 'Please don't send
me any letters. Electric people keep sending letters. Can you explain to me please?'

I explained that I had applied to review the premises licence for Bob's Bar under breaches of

Licensing and Coronavirus legislation and that I would be putting notices outside the building
iater tlrat day.

Biniam was obviously upset and said, 'What can I say? I just lost a lot of things. Will it affect

if I start a new business? I lose everything before. Please don't put the notices. People will
know and it's making me stress. People are already talking. Why put outside to damage my
name?'
I explained that this was

the procedure under the Licensing Act and that he will be sent

a

letter regarding the hearing which will be held on Iine and how to join. I explained that I will
be joining the meeting whilst sat at my kitchen table. Biniam then said that he only had a

phone, no computer. I told him he must have a friend who has a computer. He said, 'l don't
go anywhere, I don't see anyone, shopping only. I hate everything in my life. I have tried to
kill myself. I have lost my wife and kids. After 2 years I had enough. Landlord is giving me

stress. I can't afford it'.
I

told him that if that was the case, he could surrender the licence and that in my application

I am asking for the licence to be revoked as I am not confident he can operate this business

lawfully.

When Biniam replied, 'Mrs Carmel. I'm neryous, it's hard', I explained that everyone has
been suffering because of Coronavirus but poiice have vrsrted Bob's Bar 3 times when he's
been open. 'What I can I say to you? I'm not anymore in that business. Why you do this to

me? I am depressed. So I don't know, you make me more pressure. Please do not send me
letters. I have bills, electric always writing. Everything is too much. I have no internet, can't

afford it. I close everything at the moment'. I again explained what would happen at the
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you very much for your help Mrs Carmel'when the conversation ended at 9:54 am.

At 1:35 pm on Tuesday 9th March I attended at Bob's Bar and attached a laminated blue A4
review notice to the drainpipe to the right of the entrance door and a further notice on the
gates.

The Designated Premises Supervisor Mr Mehari Andemariam contacted the Entertainment
Licensing on the 1Ott'March 2021 aÍIer being notified that a reviewapplication had been
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is a school bus driver now and has not had anything to do with the premises for a long time.
I explained that his name is on the Premises Licence so technically he can be held

responsible for what goes on there. I am reviewing the licence for breaches of Licensing and
Coronavirus laws. I went on to say that quite a lot had happened at the premises and all the
evidence will be heard by the Licensing Sub Committee. I told him that if he wanted to take

his name off the licence he could do. I reminded him that his name was on another 2
Premises Licences in Leeds and as a result could be liable for what happens at those
premises as well. When Mr Andermariam said he wanted his name taking off all the licences
I

told him that I could not deal with his request over the phone and that he would have to

email the request to our Section.

As Biniam had appeared very upset during our conversation on the 9th March, I emailed him
on the 11th and asked how he was. I explained how the hearing would take place, that

I

would have an allocated time to make my presentation, anyone who had made a
representation would be allowed the same amount of time and then Biniam would be
allocated the same time to speak to the Committee. I advised him that if he did not feel

confident in speaking himself he could get legal representation but that would be at his own
cost. Finally I reiterated that if he was no longer running the business from those premises
he could surrender the Premises Licence.

On 13th March 2021 \Ar Andermariam emailed the Entertainment Licensing Section that he
was resigning as the Designated Premises Supervisor of Bob's Bar & Restaurant as well as
from 2 other venues in Leeds.

On 16th March 2021 I emailed Biniam to advise him that Mr Mehari Andemariam had
removed himself as the Designated Premises Supervisor from your business. lf he wishes to
reopen when the government allows he will need a new DPS if he wants to sell alcohol. To
be named on a licence as the Designated Premises Supervisor, you must hold a personal
licence. This means that either he would have to get a personal licence himself or find
someone who is willing to be named on his licence. I included the link to the online

application and deal with this as soon as possible as he will not be able to sell alcohol until
we have received this application.
AI12:12 pm on 25th March I received a voicemail from Biniam asking, 'Where is the case
going? What am I doing?' After leaving him a message later that date, Biniam rang me back

at 5:09 pm saying 'l can't sleep. People are ringing me, asking what's your problem ? Why
are the notices still up?'
I explained 'the Licensing Act 2003 dictates there must be notices on the premises for 28

days to advise local people what is happening in that I am reviewing your Premises Licence.
It is exactly the same as when you applied for the Licence, you had a blue notice up then for
2B days to adverlise your application I will take them down after the 5th April'.

He asked 'Where the case is going?' I told him that we have received police statements

from when they visited so these have been added to the evidence and that he will be sent all

the information before the hearing. Biniam then asked 'What is the last decision?' I told him
it is up to the Committee, I don't know what they will decide. Biniam said, 'l've already paid

ti

000. i don't wani to hur-t myseif.'

I explained there would be 3 Councillors who would listen to my application, then any other

representations and then he would have the same amount of time to speak to the
Councillors. 'l am leaving the premises. What is the point? I am asking you nicely. I already
have financial problems'. I told him I had applied for the review because of problems at the
premises. He said 'l've given the keys back'.
I

told him he would potentially not have to attend the hearing if he surrendered the licence.

Again he said. 'What is the point? I have sold all my expensive stuff. My friends were just
coming to help me. I have a lot of financial stuff going on. The landlord has kicked me out.

I

have a lot of problems with finance. For now I don't need the licence. When everything is
back to normal, I hope I can carry on. I told him this application will affect his future. 'You've
been open when you shouldn't have been during Coronavirus. And when you first opened

you stayed open after hours. This is why I am asking for revocation'.
Biniam went on to say, 'l have a big problem with English, I am sorry for wasting your time'.

When I told him he was not wasting my time he said,' Thank you for the opportunity'. I told
him I will be writing out what I am going to say to the Councillors and that he should prepare
something, what he needs to say to them. Biniam said' I am a weak person. I can't say
anything. I will go with whatever they say. Only power to pray to God'. The conversation

ended at 5:25 pm.

On Friday 26th March I contacted the first complainant and left a message on his mobile that
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emailed the second complainant and advised the same and explained that 'whilst the
Licensing Sub Committee will be made aware of all my involvement with these premises.

they are very interested in hearing of the impact such premises cause on the community and
local residents. This is your opportunity to inform them of exactly what had been going on at

the premises to lead you to complain to the Licensing Authority'. Neither complainant has
contacted me since.

At B:50 am on Tuesday the
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April I attended at Bob's Bar & Restaurant and removed the
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had been taken down. lrang him back aI1'.42 pm and confirmed I had taken them down

earliei'in the day. He asked v'¡hat would be happening next. I told him the hearing is going to
be held on the 27th April and that he will be sent a letterwith all the information and
instructions on how to join. I reiterated that if he is able to get emails on his phone, then he

will be able to join. I again suggested that he might want to prepare what he is going to say

to the Committee

On 9th April2021 I emailed Planning Enforcement and requested an update on their
investigation into the side extension to the bar.
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Brennand, Carmel
From:
Sent:
To:

Brennand, Carmel

Subject:

Bob's Bar & Restaurant, 3 Sheepscar Street South,

1'l March 2021

10'.47
LS7

Dear Biniam
How are you ? I know you were upset when you rang the other day
Just to confirm what I told you, you will be sent a further letter which will tell you the date of the review hearing.
Normally this would be heard at the Civic Hall however with COVID these hearings are heard remotely with all the
parties linked on their computers/laptops so we can see and hear each other. There will be instructions in the letter
how to join the meeting. I know you said you didn't have a computer or laptop so it may be worth asking your
friends if anyone has one. Or if you can receive emails on your mobile phone, then you will be able to join the
meeting with your phone. ln the worst case scenario you will be able to just dial in.

The Licensing Committee is made up of 3 Councillors and I will have an allotted amount of time to put my case to
them. Then you will have the same amount of time to put your explanation to them. lf anyone else has made a
representation, they will also have the same amount of time. lf you think it might be too stressful for you or you
don't feel confident to speak then you could get legal representation but this would be at your expense.

lf you decide not to join the meeting, then this will not look good for you and the Committee could go ahead with
the hearing without the opportunity of hearing your side.
I know you said you have given notice to

the landlord and will no longer be running the business from the end of
March ? As I advised you could surrenderthe Premises Licence as you no longer have use for it. This would mean
there would be no licence to review.
Please acknowledge receipt of this email
Rega rds

Carmel

Carmel Brennand
Senior Liaison & Enforcement Officer

Entertainment Licensing
Leeds City Council

Tel:
Fax:

email:
www.leeds.gov.
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Brennand, Carmel
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Brennand, Carmel
16 March 2021 11.21
Bob's Bar & Restaurant, 3 Sheepscar Street South,

LS7

Dear Biniam

Mr MehariAndemariam has removed himself as the Designated Premises Supervisor (DPS )from your business. lf
youwishtoreopenwhenthegovernmentallowsyouwill needanewDPSifyouwanttosellalcohol. Tobenamed
on a licence as the DPS, you must hold a personal licence. This means that either you get a personal licence or you
find someone who is willing to be named on your licence.
You can apply using the below link

hltps,//¡uw"uRo-v-.uk/.ap-plv:þLa:liçen-c-e1-uelrçe!:lrçflæ¿eedslçXeneç-2-

would advise you deal with this as soon as possible
application.
I

as

you will not be able to sell alcohol until we have received this

Regards

Carmel

Carmel Brennand
Senior Liaison & Enforcement Officer

Entertainment Licensing
Leeds City Council

Tel:
Fax:

email:
www.leeds.Rov.uk
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Musson, Martyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Brennand, Carmel
13 April 2021 11:24
Musson, Martyn
Nelson, Matthew
Bob's Bar & Restaurant, 3 Sheepscar Street South, LS7 1AD
Scan_20210412_4390_001.pdf

Dear Martyn
I am forwarding additional documents in support of my review application dated 2.3.21 and received by
Entertainment Licensing on the 8.3.21.
I am sending these separately but in the order they should be attached to the report.
This document is called ‘ Continuation list of additional information’
Regards
Carmel

Carmel Brennand
Senior Liaison & Enforcement Officer
Entertainment Licensing
Leeds City Council
Tel:
Fax:
email:
www.leeds.gov.uk
From: "Brennand, Carmel" [mailto:
Sent: 12 April 2021 17:04
To: Brennand, Carmel
Subject: Attached Image

Please bear with us if we take longer than usual to respond to your email, this is due to the
challenges of the unprecedented coronavirus COVID-19 crisis.
To find out more about how our services are affected, what local support is available, and how
we’re managing coronavirus in Leeds, go to www.leeds.gov.uk/coronavirus.
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