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Hi,
I have just seen the notice posted at Old Red Lion on York Road regarding a license review.
Whilst there have certainly been problems in the vicinity of the pub, these are in no way a representation of the
public house in general.
Jackie and Ian have done an amazing job turning the establishment around, and it is in my view that the problems
that are arising are a result of the overall state of the surrounding area. Regularly do I see youths on
scooters/motorbikes dropping off drugs openly in the streets, and the general antisocial behaviour shown by the
late‐teens/early‐twenties youths of this area is deplorable.
I do agree that something needs to be done to stop this kind of behaviour, but closing down a thoroughly friendly
and welcoming public house is not one of them!
On Sunday evening my partner and I were in the pub to watch England v Italy in the Euro's final, and we saw
absolutely no trouble at all. The people we were sat with and the entire staff were a delight, and the whole evening
was a resounding success (bar the football result!).
Please accept this email as support for our brilliant local public house, and I disagree with your proposal to remove
their license.
Yours,
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
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To:
Subject:

16 July 2021 15:24
Entertainment Licensing
FW: Old Red Lion - Leeds - Keep OUR local pub open
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To Whom it may concern,
I have recently been notified that the very popular public house (red lion A64) is under council review, regarding
recent events taking place around the “grounds” of the old red lion and the neighbouring area.
Now where do I start! This establishment is a very popular and well loved pub, been at the heart of a very low
spirited area. Now the pub allows us as general public to associate with friends and meet new people of all walks of
life. Having a variety of ages been “locals” in this public house. Now I have been a “local” in this establishment for
over 13 years and I have never once felt intimidated in this pub, and any events that have occurred have been dealt
with using local authorities and very successful management in place this have been under previous or current
owners. Now we can as a community prevent such instances from occurring around the grounds, been selective in
who the land lady and land lard have in the establishment. Including police presence and significant CCTV not just
“on the pub” which there is “surrounding areas acting as a deterrent for “people” to break the law or have used
these grounds incorrectly.
I believe this pub is a very significant part to this community and that Jackie and Ian are very well respected and
have changed that pub over the years into their marital home.
The issue is “people mis using this area not the pub” if this was a public area such as a plain field or park and these
issues occurred there or stemmed from there what would you do???? Police and patrol this properly crack down on
“people” breaking the law, rather than trying to eradicate a pub that stands highly to us ALL.
Focus on preventing these issues not focusing on the “public house and the grounds” been the issue.
Kind regards
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

16 July 2021 16:22
Entertainment Licensing
Old red lion
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To whom it may concern
I’ve recently found out that my local public house Old Red Lion is closing due review of licensing Ian and Jacqueline
Gibson
I very rarely frequented the pub prior to them taking over as it had a bad reputation. I’ve often gone in with group
of friends and we always have a great fun filled night I’ve never been there and trouble has happened. It’s a very
friendly happy place
All the staff have worked enormously hard to get it to where it is today and it’s been especially hard with the
pandemic.
I know that there has been trouble in the surrounding areas and an incident involving a car a few weeks ago in the
car park
But I don’t see how revoking the publicans license is going to solve this issue. It’s not been alcohol fuelled from
there
Please review this with a positive end for locals to go somewhere homely and close

Sent from my iPhone
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

16 July 2021 16:42
Entertainment Licensing
OLD RED LION
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To Whom it May Concern
I am dismayed to find that the Old Red Lion is having a review because of a couple of incidents which have
happened outside or away from the pub itself.
The pub isn’t just ‘a pub’ but it is a community for regular customers who go in day in and day out. Some of these
people were born and have lived in Seacroft all their lives and have been going in for many many years. It’s a place
where everyone chats to everyone and everybody knows everyone. Customers in their 80’s come in at 9pm on a
night on there own.
Myself and my husband have been going in for the last 7 years in a regular basis and know and speak to pretty much
everyone that goes in there. My 19 year old daughter has also been in with us.
The landlady and landlord (Jackie and Ian) have spent a massive amount on the pub making it a nice place for the
locals to go and all their team are fabulous and if there is ever an incline of an incident in the pub then they move it
outside immediately to ensure the safety of everyone.
Every pub gets a minority of people that get argumentative when they have had a drink but the staff at this pub
make sure those that do this are asked to leave immediately and take it outside. It is not the pubs fault that this
small minority of people want to ruin it for everyone else.
If customers felt that it was ‘unsafe’ ‐ then they wouldn’t still be going in on a daily basis.
Jackie and Ian do their absolute best to ensure nobody feels unsafe.
I hope these comments will be put forward in support of the pub as and I have never felt unsafe ‐ even walking
across the car park in the dark on my own.
Yours sincerely

Sent from my iPhone
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
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To:
Subject:

16 July 2021 17:59
Entertainment Licensing
The olde red lion pub
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Follow up
Completed

Hi there,
I am emailing regarding the red lion pub as I am aware there is a petition to keep this open,
Many of us people go up there with our family and friends to enjoy a drink and have a laugh, this has been a
tradition for many years, and for it to get shut down because of the stupid idiots that have ruined it for us is nothing
but selfish, I think it is unfair and for the elderly that go up on an evening what are they supposed to do with there
time especially if it is their local? Please do reconsider your options about how much this may effect the good
people who go up just to get out the house as it is totally upsetting!
I hope you have it in your heart to help this pub and many of us that go up there as this is the last thing I want to
shut down.
Many thanks.
Sent from my iPhone
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

16 July 2021 19:02
Entertainment Licensing
The old red lion Leeds
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Flag Status:
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Completed

I am writing in regards to the above entertainment licensing
I have been the entertainer in the pud over the last 3 years
I have been in most Sunday nights there and have never seen any knives inside or outside the pub in the car park
I know the last year has been a strain on the pub
There were for some of 2019 2 Forman employed to make sure all was kept safe inside.
Ian and Jackie make sure any recommendations you were to make would be put in place to keep the pub open
There are around 30 to 40 people would do anything to keep
It open as we seem have a good
group of people on a Sunday night who like to come to the pub especially for the music and singing we put on for
them
I do hope they can keep it open as it a good community pub that has a good base of people that regularly go in
Thank you for reading
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

17 July 2021 14:12
Entertainment Licensing
Old red lion
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Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed

The Old red lion is a lovely welcoming pub. It?s not just a place for people to go and have a drink etc it?s a place
where people go to talk to friends and family. Some people have no family. They go to the lion for some company
and for a chat with friends that is close to them. I have being to the lion so many times and you see some regulars in
there that are out talking to people, smiling and being happy. Not having the lion could have a massive impact on
many peoples lives. It?s not just a pub, it?s a home for everyone, not just the landlord and landlady. It?s a place
where people feel like they have a family.
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

19 July 2021 07:26
Entertainment Licensing
The old red lion
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Flag Status:
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Completed

Hi,
This is a lovely pub, run by Jackie and Ian who are doing a fantastic job......... They can not stop other things that
happen in the area. If this pub closes it will mean more people hanging out on the streets drinking alcohol????????
At least if the pub is open it can be monitored better. Hope the pub reopens ASAP, ........ Jackie and Ian Gibson
deserve and chance as they run the pub fantastic. Good Luck Jackie and Ian.
Regards

Sent from my iPhone
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

19 July 2021 13:43
Entertainment Licensing
Red lion pub
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Flag Status:
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Completed

To whom it may concern,
I'd like to put in writing how important the red lion pub is to me and also this community.
This pub to me is a place where my family and friends love to meet each other and catch up , it is literally
the heart of the community here , the land lady and her husband have been fantastic in all the safety
measures threw the pandemic, the staff are local and you feel at comfort while there.
To close this pub would be a travesty to the community, this pub is the only place some elderly long term
regular residents can go to see other people as resources for communication and help with people and no
family is limity around here ,
I can't stress enough how amazing the land lady is here with customers its just very unfortunate that on a
very odd occasion someone spoils this as is in any other propriety establishment, Jackie and the staff do
there best in in resolving and stopping situations occurring.
Thankyou for taking the time to read my views
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

20 July 2021 08:54
Entertainment Licensing
Red Lion Pub Leeds
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Completed

Good Morning,
I am writing this email in regards to the closure of The Old Red Lion Pub. As a member of staff at the local pub I see
all types of customers/locals coming in to the pub day in day out. Elderly people who have been socialising in this
pub (their local pub) for years whether that be for a catch up or some company. Being in a global pandemic for over
a year resulting in isolating alone being able to walk down the street to their local to catch up on their friends (those
that have survived the pandemic) because we have sadly lost around 20 of our loyal customers due to COVID and
The Red Lion holds memories for those who we have lost over the last year or so.
We have been following all COVID restrictions whilst the pub was open. We encouraged those who were not exempt
to wear masks when walking around the pub.
We have also clamped down on the younger generation coming in checking everyone’s ID who look under 25, if they
didn’t have any identification they were not allowed inside the pub.
The crime around the area is getting ridiculous however that cannot be blamed of the pub! We work hard to ensure
customers are comfortable and enjoying their time in our pub. The last thing we want is any
commotion/confrontation from anyone I do believe that the police could assist more around the area other than
just pinpointing one local pub and linking this to all crime around the area.
Thank you for taking your time to read this and I really hope we can reopen in August and changes to be made
because the pub isn’t a bad place it’s the people who pass through.
Yours Sincerely,
Bar Staff at The Old Red Lion Pub

Sent from my iPhone
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

20 July 2021 09:21
Entertainment Licensing
Old red lion
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Flag Status:
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Completed

Hi
This is
,I'm writing this email as a protest as to why the above public house has ben closed.the pub
is a focal point of the estate and for the pub to be blamed for any trouble that happened oitwith the pub is
deplorable and i hope the council see sense and overturn the notice.
Yours sincerly
Get Outlook for Android
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

20 July 2021 11:57
Entertainment Licensing
Re Red Lion review closure
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To whom it may concern,
I am writing with regards to the review closure of the Red Lion Public House.
They’re so many reasons on why this Public House should not be closed, I hope you take my reasons into account
when making a decision.
When Ian and Jackie took over the pub the pub was very run down no‐one hardly attended there, they were the
ones who brought the pub back to life. There is a lot of people, people who live by themselves , people who suffer
from severe mental health that rely on that pub for comfort, company and most of all their sanity. The way they
have improved that pub they’re not just their customers they are friends and some even become more like a little
family. I have witnessed first hand the improvement of people’s mental health and that is down to the Red Lion the
way it’s run and also the other lovely people that go in there.
It’s unfortunate that they have been a couple of incidents which have involved weapons but to be honest it’s not
just the Red Lion I’m afraid knife and crime rate in the whole of ls14 is on the increase. For example the incident at
seacroft subways someone gentleman was stabbed (NO RED LION INVOLVEMENT). The incident at Swarcliffe co‐op
where a knife was involved (NO RED LION INVOLVEMENT). No‐one can determine who is a carrying a weapon you
could walk past someone in the street who has the intention of hurting someone but you wouldn’t know that by
looking at them. There is a big thing at the minute with equality and diversity well Jackie and Ian treat everyone the
same until it affects their business they are then asked to leave. They have always done everything correctly report
the incidents that have happened and always adhered to the rules. The recent incident was not even on red lion
grounds why let the minority of unsociable louts take away the livelihood take away the perpetrators. Closing down
the Red Lion will Not achieve anything the minority will still cause the trouble just elsewhere at least Jackie and Ian
are willing to work with licensing and try and conquer the problem. It’s quite easy to blame someone for all the
problems happening on the estate and you think it’s down to the Red lion well I personally believe you need to look
at the policing as like I said it’s all over ls14 area.
I don’t think Jackie and Ian have had enough support in working together with police and licensing department it’s
really unfair to close them down when they haven’t had a chance to work together and support each other. Please
understand the majority love that pub and Jackie and Ian and all the staff have worked so hard, would be so wrong
to punish the majority for a select few delinquents. The majority of customers are good honest working people it’s
them that is going to suffer, the people with the mental health that rely on others and giving them self worth it’s
them that going to suffer no other pub around this estate gives customers that.
So please Don’t shut what feels like our family gone down and please take into account mine and so many others
views rather than the complaints based on the delinquents of the area. There is so much more to come from Ian and
Jackie they really if anyone deserve a chance to make the estate better for all of us.
With Regards

Sent from my iPhone
1

Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

20 July 2021 21:29
Entertainment Licensing
Red lion

Dead Sirs,
I do trust this email finds you well.
The main purpose of my contact is to reiterate the positive impact and importance The Red Lion free house
establishment has on the local community.
I visit the on a regular basis to socialise with my friends after lengthy working hours. The landlords both Jackie and
Ian have worked extremely hard to ensure it a place where people feel not only safe but a second home, this been
my opinion also.
The events that have taken place in the vicinity of the free house has not derived from events taken place inside but
infact close by and the establishment is been penalised for as a result by closing until further notice.
I would like to appose this decision and like to emphasise this importance of the red lion to reopen for both financial
and social reasons.
I do trust you take my strong opinions into consideration when reviewing the the status of the Red Lion in due
course.
Kind regards

1

Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

20 July 2021 16:50
Entertainment Licensing
Representation for Old Red Lion, York Road

To whom it may concern
I am a 60 years old and have been a patron of the Old Red Lion, York Road, Leeds for over 40 years.During that time
I have seldom seen any trouble inside the pub. The majority of regular customers are 50+ years old and decent law
abiding citizens. The closing down of the pub would be a great loss to these people as it is a much loved meeting
place and community hub.
Yours faithfully.,
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

21 July 2021 16:21
Entertainment Licensing
Old Red lion

Hi there my name is
. I have been drinking in the old Red lion since I was 17 with my family and I'm
now 37 I have seen many land Lords/ladies come and a go but Ian Gibson and Jackie Gibson have been the best bar
none they have really turned the old Red lion into a happy place a welcoming place the staff are always friendly and
I personally have never had any trouble or seen any trouble inside the pub. Yes you get people gathering in the car
park near the taxi rank side of the pub car park and for some reason it's always tied with the pub which is not the
case Ian and Jackie do there up most to make it an enjoyable place for everyone. The old Red lion would be a great
loss to the community as the pub has been there for decades please don't close the 1 pub I enjoy drinking in where
old friends and work colleagues meet up to talk about there week or just to talk to someone about life in general.
And that's what you can always do with either Ian or Jackie they'll always listen and give you a shoulder if needed
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

21 July 2021 22:01
Entertainment Licensing
Old red lion closure

Please allow this pub to remain open again as the landlord and landlady brought it back to life and really have
worked hard doing so ,they do everything for the community massively and they do so much for the kids party's
Christmas Halloween Easter everything, me and my son r always welcome and comfortable in there ,i have never
been so comfortable in a pub since they have turned it in to not just a family pub but a local pub were everyone
know each other, and like i said they have brought the community together and you cannot ruin there efforts
because of some unfortunate incidents what has nothing to do with the way the pub has been run ,and to be honest
it is there lively hood there house and a lot of people love them because of how they have brought everyone
together, if i am am honest they r more than a landlord and landlady
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

21 July 2021 21:55
Entertainment Licensing
Old red lion closure

Please take my vote into count for not shutting this pub as the landlady and landlord brought it back to the life for
the community around us it’s not fare to have there pub closed due to wrong ones me and my family have always
felt welcomed and it’s like one big happy family for the regulars past and present some we lost but always there for
each other please please open this pub back up
Sent from my iPhone
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

on behalf of HMO Team
20 July 2021 13:24
Entertainment Licensing
FW: The old red lion York road
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One for you folks.
Regards,

Information for tenants
Information for landlords
Click and subscribe to our regular private sector housing update

Follow private sector housing on twitter

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From:
Sent: 16 July 2021 17:49
To: HMO Team
Subject: The old red lion York road
I am a customer who drinks in red lion regular to serve the pub is disqusting it’s not the land lords fault this trouble
has accrued in my opinion the trouble had nothing to do with the pub it happened after the pub closed.it’s just a
miority of idiots who cause the trouble after the landlords have asked them to leave when I have been in pub there
has been no fighting as am where off.Jackie and Ian and the bar staff are lovely people don’t let them suffer because
of idiots what about trouble in other pubs and bars in Leeds why all of a sudden pick on the old red lion Ps in my
opinion they handled the situations well
Sent from my iPad

1

Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

22 July 2021 18:16
Entertainment Licensing
Old redlion pub ls14
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Completed

Im writing as a customer and a local to the oldred lion public house on the a64 in leeds 14 the managers jackie and
ian have put there hearts and souls into transforming the pub and not just for us drinkers but our children aswel my
3 year old daughter loves goin to the beerbgarden n playing and seeing jackie and ians 2 dogs and we all feel safe
when in there qnd have seen any trouble inside the pub its family friendly and is a huge part of our community and
not just for us but our children please allow our pub to be re opened for all of us

1

Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

23 July 2021 16:19
Entertainment Licensing
Old Red Lion, York Road, Leeds, LS14 2AD
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Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed

To Whom it may concern,
Reference summary review of the Old Red Lion, York Road, Leeds, LS14 2AD. 15th July
2021
I am writing to you independently of the Old Red Lion and I have no association with the licence or
management of the Old Red Lion.
The Old Red Lion is my local pub and I have been drinking at this establishment for 37 years. I
live local and this is the only pub within a short walking distance from my house.
I would like to reminded you of what has been going on in the last year.
30 pubs and restaurants closing every day in UK with worse to come
Source https://www.thedrinksbusiness.com/2021/03/30-pubs-and-restaurants-closing-every-dayin-uk-with-worse-to-come/
One year on: 2,000 pubs lost forever, 2.1 BILLION pints in beer sales lost and £8.2 BILLION
in trade wiped out
Source https://beerandpub.com/2021/03/15/one-year-on-2000-pubs-lost-forever-2-1-billion-pintsin-beer-sales-lost-and-8-2-billion-in-trade-wiped-out/
An incredibly difficult period of trading, but an old establish pub, my local, was closed because of a
very small minority that are NOT normally associated with the Old Red Lion.
The younger generation have been displaced due to Covid Lock downs. They can’t get into Leeds
city centre pubs without bookings. The number of customers in most pubs have been limited to
table space. The night clubs have all been closed and the only option for this generation is to
meet in a local pub. The city centre pubs and nightclubs are more experience with this generation
and have security to manage any problems. Local pubs like the Old Red Lion are not and they
shouldn’t have to, they are used to just the local trade. The vast majority of customers in the Old
Red Lion are my generation, we all know each other and we never cause any problems. We are
too old to be bothered with any trouble and just want to have a drink with friends.
If the Police had concerns over any trouble in the Old Red Lion, it would have been really
appreciated if they had made random visit on a busy Friday or Saturday night. I do not believe it is
the responsibility of the landlady to police customers. The police could have helped to weed out
these few undesirables, they are more likely to know who these people are and actually help our
local pub instead of blaming them. A local pub can’t be made responsible for what happens
outside of the pub just because the trouble makers have been drinking in the Old Red Lion, simply
because it was the only pub they could get into.

1

The Old Red Lion is an old pub and is not associated with serious crime and serious disorder. I do
not connect my local pub with this statement; certainly not in the last 37 years. I am not disputing
what the Police are saying but this can only be a recent association which I believe is only due to
recent events and not systemic.
The majority of people that have suffered by this decision are the regular locals who do not want
any trouble. Please don’t shut my local pub just because of a very small minority of unwanted
individuals. Please help the Landlady to resolve any recent problems and not put them out of
business.
I am the Managing Director and owner of a higly specialised engineering company who designs
and builds automated production lines for the food industry. We supply machines to the largest
food production companies in the UK like
Not someone who would be associated with serious crime and serious disorder.
Your Faithfully.
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
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To:
Subject:

23 July 2021 16:55
Entertainment Licensing
The Old Red Lion -Whinmoor, Leeds
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‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
From:
Date: Thu, 22 Jul 2021, 16:37
Subject: The Old Red Lion ‐Whinmoor, Leeds
To: <Licensing@leeds.gov.uk>

Good afternoon
I am sending you this email regarding The Old Red Lion Pub. I have been going to this Pub with my family for many
years. The owners have made it more of a family pub now & I am very disappointed that it has been closed down
due to people outside of the pub causing issues. I have no problem taking my child to this Pub as I always have. This
is a lovely place & trouble doesn't happen hardly here.
This is also their home & livelihood.
Many thanks

1

Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

23 July 2021 17:00
Entertainment Licensing
Old Red lion York road Ls14
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Completed

Hi
I’d like to object to your application to revoke the license to this community to pub that after locked down has had
an influence of the wrong kind of people who haven’t been out after lockdown have looked to cause a grievance
against each other none of which has ever started in the pub these grievances started well before this pub was
established This pub not only supports the community but also the local economy Providing single and vulnerable
adults so where to go and meet but also families who get to take their children and feel safe Jackie and Ian strive to
install the family vibe in the pub providing free kids party’s at Halloween and Christmas, they promote what it is to
be part of the community If you look at the addresses from them involved in the recent trouble well you’ll see it’s
outsiders coming to spoil Our Community Pub it also provides work to many local people who would struggle
elsewhere to gain employment I am strongly against your application
Yours

Sent from my iPhone
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

23 July 2021 17:11
Entertainment Licensing
Red lion pub
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I am writing in regards of the red lion pub, this is more than just a pub to us it brings our community together. Jackie
and Ian have put there heart and soul into making the red lion a family place and a great place to drink. I often go up
with my 3 year old daughter I feel completely safe in the premises we have never had any trouble while been in
there. It would be so sad to see it go after all Jackie and Ian have done due to the stupidness of a handful of
individuals or certain incidents , this shouldnt ruin it for everyone else. I really hope they can stay open as it will be a
massive loss to the community
Thank you
Sent from my iPhone

1

Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

23 July 2021 17:41
Entertainment Licensing
Old Red Lion ls14
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Flag Status:
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Completed

To whom this may concern,
For almost 4 years I have been an employee at the Old Red Lion. Within those 4 years we’ve seen many customers
come and go. The pub is build on management, staff and customers, however it is more like a very large family. The
community comes together to not only support jackie and Ian, but to raise money for many charities, some of which
are cancer research, St Gemmas hospice and many more. The pub provides a safe environment for families to come
together for both children and adult parties for St Patrick’s day, Easter weekend, Halloween, Christmas and New
Year’s Eve.
We have regulars who only have us staff and other customers for their support and daily conversation, after a long
extended lockdown we are their only support. The pub community helps those suffering with mental health and
other issues which coming to the pub helps them escape from. Taking that kind of support away from the
community is similar to taking away to may customers life line. The staff offer support to customers who are too
scared or proud to seek professional help.
Jackie and Ian have work long and hard to make the pub into a place of safety, laughter and adventure for anyone
that walks through our doors. It is unfortunate that a few incidents that have occurred have put the license of 2
amazing people at risk. Jackie and Ian deserve, more than anything to keep their license and restore the pub to its
former glory that they are responsible of creating. Both going to work and visiting the pub brings a lot of joy to those
who need it.
It would be a great loss to the community if the licence of Jackie and Ian was to be revoked. The pub would not
strive as much as it has been doing if Jackie and Ian was not there.
Thank you for taking the time to read my opinion.
Regards,

Sent from my iPhone
Sent from my iPhone
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

23 July 2021 18:05
Entertainment Licensing
The old red lion pub closure
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I would just like to say that me and my partner occasionally go to this pub and have found that Jackie and Ian have
made this a great friendly place to go to. I know there has been a few incidents in the car park and near the pub. But
to blame them and suspend the licence is wrong. The pub is a community hub where we have met some lovely
people and to close it will affect a lot of people as it's a place where everybody is welcomed and i know a few who
are lonely or suffer anxiety, depression that go here just for the company so please take this into consideration.
Kind regards

Sent from my Galaxy

1

Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

24 July 2021 08:57
Entertainment Licensing
Old Red Lion
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I'm am one of many people in Leeds 14 that don't want this pub to close Jackie and Ian have built that pub up too a
community where people can call for a chat when they are lonely. It's a very friendly pub and you are always made
too feel welcome. Family's with kids enjoy the playground which jackie n Ian have built themselves. It would be a
great loss tok local people if it was too shut. It's there livelihood and there home and have many friends and would
be greatly missed.

Sent from my Samsung device
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

24 July 2021 09:07
Entertainment Licensing
Old Red Lion, York Road.
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Dear Sirs,
It would appear the license for this venue has been suspended much to the chagrin of local residents who use the
venue for a variety of reasons I do wonder if the venue is being used as an example for the root cause of the
many social problems in the area if this is the case it does seem very unfair to penalise a family run venue that is
trying very hard to reintroduce some form of normality during these mad times of covid I compare the problems
to those experienced at the new venue namely The Charles Roe which is run by the large
organisation Weatherspoons this should indeed raise a few questions regards small family business
versus corporate organisations.
Most people are aware of the many social issues that abound in the areas of Whinmoor, Seacroft, Crossgates etc.
the blame for which could be laid at the door of housing policies Leeds City Council & the paper shackles of the
local law enforcement officers who should be given more powers to better implement the law & order
requirements of the area.
Blame being attributed to The Red Lion is wrong & the licensing issue should be dealt with immediately.
Yours truly
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i am just writing to say how dissapointed i am about the old red lion having to close temporarily.
this is a very friendly pub, landlord and landlady + all bar staff work very hard , which they have done through all the
pandemic, they have kept us all very safe , making sure we wear masks, sanitizing our hands, keeping to the 2 metre
distance, doing the track and trace. it cant have been easy for them , yet they did a brilliant job.
as for the 2 incidents ‐
the stabbing did not happen on the premises, it was on an estate nearby
also the incident at the old taxi rank car park ‐
the car park is to the rear of the pub, which doesnt belong to the red lion, and the red lion was actually closed when
this incident happened.
so surely the red lion cannot be held responsible for these incidents ? . it would be a diffrent matter if it had of
happened IN the premises , but it didnt.
PLEASE re‐consider your actions against this lovely pub which we all love.
they have a lot of good people that go in , some people who dont have family and go in there for the company ,
because they know they are getting a warm welcome.
the landlord and landlady and all bar staff has worked really hard to make this happen, please do not penalise them
for something that isnt there doing .
thank you

.
Sent from Samsung Mobile on O2
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To whom this may concern, I am writing this today as I’m wanting to put my point in as to why The Old Red
Lion should not be shut down by the police and licencing. For my first point as to why this should not happen
is because, as part of been a staff member it means more than just been a staff member it also means family.
An what family do is look out for each other and that is exactly what we all do not just the staff but also our
customers. Our customers care about us as much as we care about them, been a staff member is not only to
serve its also means to look out for your customers check in with them listen to them we are not only a pub,
but we are a community we are a support bubble for the elderly and those who suffer with mental health.
It’s important that people have somewhere to go so they can catch up with there friends and have a good
chat with friends.
We are one big support bubble for anyone and everyone who walks through the pubs doors we are there for
them. Us as staff will do anything we can to make it an enjoyable and safe place to be because at the end of
the day we are a family pub we look out for everyone.
I am proud to work at The Old Red Lion because of how we are such a good community I am proud to work
with the people that I work with.
Without Jackie and Ian I wouldn’t have a career. They took me on and give me a chance to show them what
I’m capable of and a year and a bit on I wouldn’t change my job for any other. They have shown and taught
me so much I am forever grateful to have them as my managers. They are the reason this pub works so well
and to listen to there story of how they got to where they are now is amazing you wouldn’t believe what they
went through to get where they are now.
To have it possibly taken away like this is unbelievable without this pub the community won’t be the same it
is a central meeting point for the community not just from the surrounding areas but for all of Leeds.
So, to whoever reads this I hope that you take it all into consideration as to why we all need this pub to stay
open thankyou in advanced.

1

Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

26 July 2021 15:58
Entertainment Licensing
Letter of Representation - The Old Red Lion

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed

To whom it may concern,

I would like to put forward my support in reinstating the premises license at The Old Red Lion public house on York
Road.

I am an employee of the pub and have been for around the last two and a half years. I really enjoy my job and a
huge part of that is from getting to interact with the customers and making sure they enjoy their time with us. We
have a really good team of staff and management and we do everything we can to ensure everyone has a good time
and can enjoy themselves in a safe environment. A lot of our customers attend the pub on a daily basis as a way of
avoiding isolation and helping combat mental health issues by socialising with the other customers and staff. I
myself suffered from poor mental health for a time before I started working at the pub; I suffered with anxiety and
my self‐confidence and self‐esteem were rather low and I had very little social interaction. Since working at the pub I
am very rarely anxious and have regained my confidence and made a lot of new friends and that is down to the
great staff team and customers we have.

Up until the Pandemic affected daily life and working conditions, we always held events in order to attract a family
orientated customer base. We had Christmas, Halloween and Easter parties; along with other themed events
throughout the year. These have always been well received and well attended by many members of the community
in and around the local area. We have also done raffles and fundraisers for charities and also for regulars or their
loved ones in times of loss. Unfortunately, due to the lockdowns and restrictions we have been unable to provide
such events and a lot of our families that visited haven’t attended due to the virus and the restrictions around being
seated which is often hard managing young children for long periods. However, we had hoped to start rebuilding on
this now that restrictions have been lifted and once again creating a more family and community atmosphere.

Although I appreciate the reported recent incidents are of a serious nature, these are all unrelated and are not
instances of repercussion from the one another. These are totally out of character for the behaviour we expect or
normally witness within or around the pub. We would never accept or encourage this type of behaviour and would
do what we could to prevent any other incidents of this kind.

I hope you can consider my points in the review of the license and I do believe that given the opportunity and any
relevant support and advice, we can return the pub to its prior state. I genuinely feel it would be a shame for the
locals who really enjoy their time with us and to some of whom it has often been a lifeline.
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Many Thanks
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
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To:
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26 July 2021 17:55
Entertainment Licensing
Old Red lion premises licence

To whom it may concern, I would like to make a representation on the behalf of the old Red Red public house on its
licence been revoked.
I object this decision for many reasons, firstly the pub its not just a pub its like a second home to our regulars. Who
which some of suffer from anxiety, depression and other mental health issues. The pub is a safe place for them to
come chat about how they feel and meet up with friends. Some of our customer are also suffering from loneliness
and have no one at home, the old Red lion offers support and a shoulder to lean on and a ear to listen and help with
their problems. I know it has saved many peoples lives by having somewhere to go and have people around them.
People come in on a daily basis we are like a family. Also Jackie and Ian have put on many family events at the pub
that have been safe for family's with children they have done Easter parties, Christmas parties , Halloween parties all
been safe and managed well the pub is heart and soul of the community.
Secondly Jackie and Ian have worked hard in turning the pub around they both comply with all regulations, policies
and procedures they participate in pub watch to try prevent trouble coming in the pub. I find it quiet unfair that
hard working local business owners are taking the fall for the crime in the area. My question is where's the police
duty of care to protect the community and local people and businesses. It can be proven that most of the incidents
in the area are not actually anything to do with the old Red lion so why is it been pub down to the pub?
Lastly the pub has been hit hard by the pandemic and has been closed over over year. The business was lucky to
survive and re open, its bad for the local economy if this pub was to close. Its the lively hood of Jackie and Ian and 12
members of staff which I am one of. I have worked in the old Red lion for 10years the effect it will have on my
mental health and life is damaging and for everyone else to. It's been hard enough dealing with everything recently
without having to deal with this aswell at no fault of their own. I hope their Is another way round this other than
closing can the police not work with us and tackle the crime in the area. We will do anything and everything in our
power to liase with the police and try to ensure trouble doesn't arise.
I hope you take all this into consideration when making the decision. Too many people will be lost without our local
pub
Yours faithfully
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Second Appeal: PREM/00810/008 – Old Red Lion – 26/07/2021

To whom it may concern ,

Further to my previous correspondence on the 19thJuly 2021, I refer to the above matter in relation to the premises
license review of the Old Red Lion.
I have attached a copy of the appeal as a word document and have copied it into the email body additionally as I am
aware of security protocols.
I am among many of the regular customers who frequent the Old Red Lion pub. I was staggered to become aware of
the license review and potential closure of the pub. This subsequently prompted me to request from the licensing
authority a copy of the “summary license review”. After reading this in more detail, I would like to dispute some of
the points highlighted within the report. I have summarised these below and have explained my dispute reasoning.

Firstly, the incident on 27th February 2019 was an isolated one. As stated this customer had been previously barred
however on this date entered the pub and started a dispute with other customers. A knife was then found and this
was safely discarded from the offender and the police were promptly called who dealt with the situation. As per the
report, no‐one had suffered any serious injuries. I would therefore like to argue that this incident was not directly
linked to the pub and was instead an act of shameful lack of remorse by the said offender. The DPS had already
taken action against said customer by barring them prior to this event and on the day of the incident phoned the
police. At this point the customer had not consumed a drink from the pub and I would argue that this was as a result
of an individual’s foolish behaviour rather than any link to the pub itself.

In view of the above, I would like to comment that as per your report, there hadn’t been any “serious crime or
serious disorder” for another 28 months after the first incident as stated on this report.

Secondly, I would argue that the incident which took place on the 10th June 2021 was again an isolated one. The
males who allegedly threatened the other male who was drinking in the pub hadn’t actually been in the pub itself. It
is quite clear that this is a gang‐related incident, and that the victim in this instance just so happened to be drinking
in the beer garden at the time. This could have happened anywhere at any point, it is unfortunate that it happened
on the red lion premises. Therefore I find it very unjust to claim that this is related to the pub itself.

Thirdly, I find it extremely discriminatory to claim that the customers of this pub have the prosperity to carry bladed
articles on their person. This public house is frequented by a vast scale of age ranges, some as elderly as 90 years of
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age. I therefore find it very difficult to believe that a person of this age would decide to carry a bladed
article/weapon on their person solely for the fact that they are a customer of this pub.
The DPS take the safety of their customers and the reputation of the pub very seriously and throughout the last 3
years they have made paramount improvements including refurbishing the interior of the pub and numerous charity
events. Part of their refurbishment, they converted part of the conservatory into a “family room” which made it
inviting to all ages, mainly families who wanted to go out for a day in the pub. The back beer garden at one point
included children’s toys, Wendy‐houses and chalk boards. When this was first introduced I noticed a high volume of
children attending the play area and really enjoying themselves. As noted above, I find it very difficult to believe that
these customers would have the prosperity to carry bladed articles.

I would therefore like to note that I do not feel like an age restriction imposed condition would rectify these issues.
As previously noted, the pub is frequented by a vast range of ages, and at least 2 of the noted incidents have been
from ages over 30 years old. It would therefore be unfair to discriminate those who are the younger clientele who
attend the pub.

As a customer of this pub, I have always felt safe in the knowledge that if any trouble was to occur, the DPS would
take swift action in phoning the police, who would arrive in efficient time in order to protect public safety. In the
timeframe I have been attending this pub, I have never felt unease. I would argue that the police need to take a
more pro‐active This venue has always been a safe‐haven for the regulars who attend, and both the DPS and the
staff at this venue have always been very attentive to those customers who use the pub as an escape mechanism,
some of whom suffer from complex mental/physical health issues.

Personally, when I have been having a bad day for example, I have been able to walk into the pub and immediately
be cheered up by both staff and regular customers. In addition to this, I care for an elderly person who is a widower
and only has the company of myself and support workers who care for her needs weekly. Other than this, she does
not have any additional company/friends she can branch out to. She therefore is also a regular customer of this
venue. Both staff and customers are always very attentive to her needs, ensuring her safety both in the venue itself
and ensuring her safety when leaving to go home. I am without doubt that if she had any concern about her safety
in this pub that she would not attend. She has told me numerous times that she always feels safe in the pub and
that both the DPS and staff look after her.

I would also like to add that there has been a recent influx of serious knife crime in the area of LS14 that hasn’t been
specifically related to the red lion. For example, at the time of writing (26/07/2021) there had been a serious
stabbing on Ironwood Approach in Seacroft (LS14) in which a male was taken to hospital after having his e‐bike
stolen. In this instance, knives were held and used to inflict bodily harm in clear public view.

Additionally, I would comment that on the 18thFebruary 2021, (again in the LS14 area) there was a stabbing which
resulted in a 39 year old man suffering with serious injuries (although not life threatening) and taken to hospital.
It is quite clear that knife crime is prevalent throughout the Leeds area, especially in the LS14 area.
To conclude, I’d like to add that my appeal is on an unbiased basis. I do feel that this license review is imprudent and
unnecessary. I argue that West Yorkshire Police should have approached the DPS directly to produce an effective
action plan going forward which works in favour of both parties. I feel that if this was done originally, plans would
have been in place to help combat such incidents happening in future without resulting in loss of earnings for the
DPS/Staff and loss of a community pub in which a lot of people like to attend.

As previously stated, I have no doubt that the pub is without its problems, however am very confident that the DPS
is happy to rectify any issues and is happy to work with West Yorkshire Police to combat such incidents.
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I feel that if he premises license is revoked, it will only redirect trouble‐causers to other similar venues and similar
incidents will reoccur there resulting in another venue with the feasibility of losing their premises license.
The community simply cannot afford to lose such venues, which attracts people of all ages. There is already a lack of
such commendable venues as it stands.

I would argue that an imposed condition such as an age restriction would not help combat such incidents in future,
as it is clear the incidents that have been reported have been from a range of ages. Additionally, the pub is
frequented by a range of ages who rely on the pub for company/enjoyment.
I feel that the licensing team along with West Yorkshire Police and the DPS need to come to a resolution which
benefits both parties and helps prevent harm coming to the general public/community. I disagree that the prospect
of losing this venue would help defer such incidents happening in future.

I await receipt of this letter and await to hear a date of the hearing.

Yours Sincerely,
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Nelson, Matthew
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

27 July 2021 23:08
Entertainment Licensing
Old red lion york road

To whom this concerns
I have worked at the old red lion for 2 1/2 years now it is friendly place to work and a place
people love to come and meet up with new and old friends and make some crazy friends along the
way the pub has alsorts of characters, atmosphere is amazing inside the pub with all the hard
work jackie ian and all the staff have put into the pub. Before working in the pub I came there to
enjoy the entertainment of the DJ they had on and socialize with people after a bad relationship
and break up with in the 4 yeats of going to the pub I bumped into a old male friend from my
childhood we got talking about the past now 5 years later that same childhood friend is now my
partner a fantastic step father to my 4 grown up children this pub help me meet my life partner it
isnt just a pub it brings relationships be it friends or partners I know a lot of people who have meet
there now partners through this pub .The pub is a safe place for the elderly and disabled to come
with friends that they would other wise not get a chance to see as many of our regulars are people
who live alone and dont have anyone to turn to at times. Then recent pandemic has already taken
its toll on the pub as we have lost a lot of our regular customers to either cancer suicide and covid
related issues. Jackie and ian have worked hard to make the pub a nice friendly place for
customers and staff. We have adhered to the regulations set by the government and done our
best to make customers follow the rules set out.
In the past few years the pub has put on Easter parades to bring the children and families
togethers also putting on a Santa grotto for the kids to which two of my children played Santa
helpers.
The recent knife incident that happened in the area happened in my street which is a good 10
mins walk from the pub so I done see how the pub is been penalized incident that happened, as
for the young lads ( to which I will add took 20 mins to get telephone response to get an
ambulance out to this lad. Then after I phoned 6 times to get the phone put down on me each
time someome from the emergency services phoned me back 3 days later to as if I managed to get
help for my telephone call to them! 3 days!!! that is poor service from them you need to look into
the response times and help available from the emergency services which is extremely poor at the
minute) knocked down in the carpark this happend on land that doesnt belong the pub it
happend on land belonging to the new taxi rank and car wash area, other incidents that have
happened in the surrounding area have nothing to do with the pub.
7 weeks ago we started really cracking down on the underaged children coming into the pub if
they had no Id or looked underage we asked them to leave and refused to serve them.
Jackie and ian have recently barred a few people from the pub after behaviour they were not
willing to accept.
The pub isn't just somewhere people go to drink. It is also the livelihood of not only jackie and ian
but is staff aswell who rely on a steady wage coming in to pay our Bill's. Since you took the
decision to shut us down that has now put 12 members of staff into hardship after the pub been
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blamed and shut for incidents that were out of their control.
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Hi there,
I am just emailing you regarding my workplace the olde red lion, I have worked here for over 5 years now, it is a
warm friendly environment to work in and a place people love to go to enjoy themselves, as we host events such as,
karaoke nights, 80s nights, bingo e.t.c.
As we are coming back out of the pandemic we was so eager to start doing all these fun things again as this really
helped with the elderly who are lonely, the disabled who have nobody, families who want to get together and young
adults who want to get out of the house to socialise,
The owners Jackie and Ian have worked so hard for the pub to be a nice friendly communal place for everyone of all
ages as well as all the staff for this pub to close down would be devastating especially over incidents that was not
there fault it’s heartbreaking,
This pub is a safe place for everyone to come and mingle with their friends as majority of these individuals do not
get a chance to see as many of our regulars especially if they live alone and dont have anyone to turn to at times.
I hope you can reconsider your opinion about this pub as my job is on the line and my mental health would be in the
worst state as that pub has been a massive part of my life and a massive help.
Many thanks.
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