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VERBATIM REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS OF LEEDS CITY COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 16" SEPTEMBER 2009

THE LORD MAYOR: Good afternoon, everyone. Can | ask that all mobile
phones and other electrical equipment in this Council Chamber be switched off when
the Council is in session?

| do have some announcements today. On a sad note, | have to announce that
on 9" August 2009 Honorary Alderman Mrs Christiana Myers, who was Lord Mayor
in 1994 and 1995, passed away. The Deputy Lord Mayor, Councillor Andrew Barker,
attended her funeral on 18" August 2009. | would like the Chamber to stand in silent
tribute, please.

(Silent tribute)

[

e THE LORD MAYOR: Thank you. Also, on another sad note, I would like to
inform you of the death of Baroness Nicky Chapman on 3" August 2009. She was
created a life peer in 2004 and had been involved in many community projects in
Leeds. During her short time in the House of Lords she sponsored moves to protect
the disabled and enhance their rights.

e Now, on a lighter note, yesterday, with Councillor Frank Robinson, I attended
the Yorkshire in Bloom awards at Bridlington and I am delighted to announce that
Leeds won the Gold Award and best in its category. (Applause)

o I think with Councillor Robinson we did cheer because it was just wonderful
and, other than that, there were many other notable achievements by our various In
Bloom groups which are supported by many of our Ward Councillors, which gained
between them four golds, six silver gilts, nine silvers and one bronze, plus three
Yorkshire Rose special awards. Awards for smaller entries, such as hotels, resulted in
five golds, one silver gilt and one bronze. It was, indeed, an outstanding day for
Leeds and congratulations to all concerned. (Applause)

[ ]

¢ ITEM 1 — MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 15™ JULY 2009

[ ]

e THE LORD MAYOR: Item number 1 on the agenda, Minutes of the meeting
held on 15% July. Councillor Proctor.

[ ]

e COUNCILLOR J PROCTER: I move that the Minutes be received, Lord
Mayor.

[

e COUNCILLOR GRUEN: I second, Lord Mayor.

[

e THE LORD MAYOR: I call for the vote. (4 vote was taken) This is
CARRIED.

e ITEM 2 — DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

e THE LORD MAYOR: Item number 2 on the agenda, Declarations of Interest.
To announce the list of the written declarations submitted by members is on display in
the ante-room, on deposit in public galleries and has been circulated to each member’s
place in the Chamber.



e Have we any further individual declarations or corrections to those notified on
the list?

e COUNCILLOR HOLLINGSWORTH: I am sorry, Lord Mayor, yes. I should
have declared this. On Item 10, on the Minutes, Exec Board Minute 41, as a member
of the Aire Valley Regeneration Board.

e COUNCILLOR LANCASTER: Thank you, Lord Mayor. Apologise, it
should have been recorded I am Chair of the Leeds Tapestry. It is relevant to the
White Paper Motion.

[ ]

e THE LORD MAYOR: Right. Any more? That is it, right. I would invite
members by a show of their hands to confirm that they have read the list, or the list as
amended, and agree its contents insofar as they relate to their own interests. (Show of
hands) Thank you.

e ITEM 3 — COMMUNICATIONS

e THE LORD MAYOR: Item 3, Communications. Chief Executive.

e THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE: No pertinent communications, Lord Mayor.

e THE LORD MAYOR: Thank you.

e ITEM 4 — DEPUTATIONS

e THE LORD MAYOR: We now come on to number 4 on the agenda,
Deputations.

[ ]

e THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE: There are just two deputations this afternoon,
Lord Mayor: the first seeks the Council’s support for the Time to Change Campaign;
the second wishes to make representations on the proposed closure of day centres.

[ J

e THE LORD MAYOR: Thank you. Councillor Procter.

[

e COUNCILLOR J PROCTER: Thank you, Lord Mayor. I move that all
deputations be received.

[ ]

e COUNCILLOR GRUEN: Second, Lord Mayor.

[ J

e THE LORD MAYOR: Could we have a vote, please? (4 vote was taken)
This is PASSED.

[ ]

e We now would like the first deputation, please.

[ ]

DEPUTATION ONE
TIME TO CHANGE CAMPAIGN

[ ]

e THE LORD MAYOR: Good afternoon and welcome to today’s Council
meeting. Please now make your speech to Council, which should not be longer than
five minutes, and please begin by introducing the people in your Deputation.



o MS C WARD: My name is Catherine Ward and I am here
representing NHS Leeds on the Time to Change Campaign across Leeds. This is
Ruth Steinberg — she is the manager of Information for Mental Health - and Victoria
Betton, from Leeds Partnership Foundation Trust.

([ ]

J Good afternoon, everybody. I am just going to speak for five minutes
about why we are here. We have come to talk about the national Time to Change
Campaign and how it affects Leeds and what we are doing in Leeds, really, and we
would just really like your support so that you are aware about what is going on and
you can engage with your local communities to reduce stigma and discrimination for
people with mental health problems and issues. Thank you.

o Time to Change is a ground breaking programme with national and
local activity and it is run over three years. It is funded by the Big Lottery and Comic
Relief and it is hoping to reduce stigma and discrimination into mental health and
improve physical and mental wellbeing of those with and without mental health
problems.

[ ]

o I have sent you a paper with lots of information. I am going to whiz
through this, it is a bit of a whistle-stop tour, and talk specifically about what we are
doing in Leeds.

([ ]

o It is England’s most ambitious programme to end discrimination faced
by people with mental health problems and improve the nation’s wellbeing. It is on
all of our agendas nationally from local area agreements and it has helped to reduce
health inequalities. 44% of people with mental health problems report discrimination
from GPs alone and I would just really like to quickly look at this figure on page 4. If
you just look at the bottom three people even within our own communities — this is
from a survey from Carers and Users about how they feel. People approach them
with their mental health problems and are saying that neighbours, employers and
immediate families are the ones most at risk from receiving stigma and discrimination
by those people.

[ ]

o These are the people within your communities, these are the people
that you can reach out to and help spread the message of Time to Change and we are
hoping that some of you today will be able to be our champions and promote what we
are doing across Leeds.

[ ]

o There has been lots of advertising nationally. I do not know if you
have seen some of the work by Stephen Fry and Alistair Campbell. In Leeds we
launched our campaign on June 25" at Briggate, had a great big boulder which is
looking at reducing stigma and discrimination, so someone smashing the boulder.
Lots of local people came and shared their stories with us about their experiences.
We had lots of people coming and talking about post-natal depression and bipolar and
how that has affected their family and how they have been treated on their local
estates.

[ ]

o A lot of people get a lot of discrimination through work and by their
communities and by their peers, so what we are trying to do in Leeds, we have got a
partnership that consists of Information for Mental Health, Volition, Touchstone,
Leeds Mind, St Anne’s, NHS Leeds, Leeds City Council, LPFT — that is Leeds
Partnership Foundation Trust (I am trying not to be too acronymic) — Y orkshire
Forward and our health trainers.



o We are focusing on delivering the campaign through the workplace
because we thought that that is where we would be able to reach most of the message
to the local community and we have currently got Leeds City Council on board,
Hallmark, and Yorkshire Forward supporting the work that we are doing.

([ ]

o What are we doing? We provided 24 places on mental health first aid
training to offer human resource leads training in return for the delivering the
campaign within their company. We have trained people to recognise early signs and
symptoms of mental health problems and we link really carefully and closely with
community links. We have commissioned art works from some mental health service
users and we have produced our own campaign in Leeds which we think is a lot more
user friendly and a lot less corporate, and we have got some postcards — if anybody
would like some — to promote them and have them at some of their meetings, and we
would be more than happy to give those to you.

[ ]

. We have encouraged people to be able to talk about the experience of
stigma and we are producing promotional materials to challenge discrimination. We
are displaying some of our art work at Leeds Light Night and also I do not know if
any of you are aware of the Core Cities Event, we are taking this art work down to
Birmingham so the six major cities are going to be looking at some of our art work
and finding out what we are doing in Leeds.

[ ]

o We are evaluating the campaign before and after the first year. We
have just bid for a massive Time to Change Roadshow which is going to be
happening on 8 October. We had to bid across England for this campaign and we
have actually been successful, which is a great achievement for the partnership work,
so if you can come down or tell people in your community that we are there. We
have got a 1 in 4 Theatre Company performance at the AGM for Leeds Partnership
Foundation Trust on the 29 and again it is another chance to talk about stigma and
discrimination. We are working really, really closely with businesses, so if you can
come and support us that would be really, really great. Thank you.

o THE LORD MAYOR: Thank you very much, the time is now to thank
you very much for this. (Applause) Councillor Procter.
[ ]

o COUNCILLOR J PROCTER: Thank you, Lord Mayor. I move that
the deputation be referred to the Executive Board for consideration.
[ ]

. COUNCILLOR GRUEN: I second, Lord Mayor.

o THE LORD MAYOR: Could we have a vote, please? (4 vote was
taken) CARRIED.

[ ]

o MS C WARD: Thank you.

o THE LORD MAYOR: Thank you for attending and for what you have
said here today. You will be kept informed of the consideration which your
comments will receive. Good afternoon and thank you. (Applause)

[ ]

DEPUTATION TWO
ACCESS COMMITTEE FOR LEEDS




THE LORD MAYOR: Good afternoon and welcome to today’s Council
meeting. Please now make your speech to Council, which should not be longer than
five minutes, and please begin by introducing the people in your Deputation.

MR T McSHARRY: Thank you Lord Mayor and elected Members. The
members of our deputation are myself, Tim McSharry, David Littlewood, Mary Naylor
MBE, Barry Naylor and Linda Watson.

On behalf of the many older and disabled people from communities across
Leeds who truly enjoy and value the immense benefits of attending their local day
centres, our deputation is here to make an impassioned plea to use, our elected
Members, and to ask that you place a moratorium on the planned closure of the six
day centres. We would also ask that you facilitate a comprehensive disability impact
assessment and review this decision, not simply as it is the best way of meeting the
legal duties that are owed by all public bodies, but as a positive way to demonstrate
clear and decisive leadership on this critical issue and remove the stress and worry
that has been caused to so many people by this decision.

As a registered charity who provide free support and advocacy, we have
received many calls from people who are worried about the implications of these
closures. ltis also clear from the letters in the Yorkshire Evening Post and the many
petitions that have been signed, that a great number of Leeds citizens and many City
Councillors in this Chamber are concerned about these closures and what they
reveal for the future of adult social care in Leeds.

The citizens of Leeds deserve better than this and, whilst there is no room for
compromise or complacency, there is a very urgent need for leadership and honesty.
High quality, comprehensive social care is central to the social cohesion of this city.
The loss of day centres and the undermining of social care policy present a real
threat to the social diversity of our communities and the rights, equality and dignity of
some of our most vulnerable and disabled citizens.

The integrity, leadership and openness of this Council are not served when
disingenuous or ill-informed decisions are made; neither are the citizens of Leeds.
The evidence presented in making the case for the six closures seriously failed to
give the whole truth. It failed to present evidence from the many people who have
tried to access day centres but have encountered a disjointed process that seems
more focused on prevention rather than informed and open choice. It failed to
highlight the cruel impact the changes to criteria had in excluding many vulnerable
older and disabled people. One example is the taking away of social isolation as a
key category for access to day services.

It failed to include the effects associated with the removal of the self-referral
process and the introduction of a time consuming and difficult process requiring
access to a social worker or care manager. It failed also to listen to people who use
and value day centres or to appreciate the hidden personal and financial benefits and
savings that are found through social interaction, peer support, physical and mental
wellbeing and respite for family carers.

As part of this deputation we all positively embrace and support change as
part of developing and improving services. However, when it comes to decisions that
are founded on budget cuts portrayed as increase in choice and potential signposting
to third sector services that have no spare capacity, we are automatically concerned
for those vulnerable citizens across Leeds who may simply be missed as a result of
closures, falling through the net into social exclusion, deprivation and ill health.

Without honesty there is no integrity; without care there is no community; and
without leadership too many of our vulnerable citizens could be missed and
condemned to social exclusion, deprivation and ill health.



Please support this deputation and save the day centres. Thank you.
(Applause) (standing ovation from Labour Group)

THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Procter.

J COUNCILLOR J PROCTER: Thank you, Lord Mayor. I move that
the deputation be referred to the Executive Board for further consideration.
[ ]

COUNCILLOR: So you should.

COUNCILLOR GRUEN: We genuinely mean it — we second.

o THE LORD MAYOR: I would like to call for a vote, please. (4 vote
was taken) This is PASSED.

[ ]

o Thank you for attending and for what you have had to say. You will
be kept informed of the consideration which your comments will receive. Thank you
and good afternoon. (Applause)

ITEM 5 — REPORT

(@)

THE LORD MAYOR: to continue now with Item number 5 on the agenda, |
call on Councillor Brett.

COUNCILLOR BRETT: Thank you, Lord Mayor. | move in terms of the
Notice.

COUNCILLOR A CARTER: | second, my Lord Mayor.

THE LORD MAYOR: Could | have a show of hands for this, please? | am
calling for a vote. (A vote was taken) This is CARRIED.

* (b

THE LORD MAYOR: I am now on to item 5(b), Councillor Proctor.

o COUNCILLOR J PROCTER: Thank you, Lord Mayor. I move in
terms of the Notice.

[ ]

J COUNCILLOR GRUEN: Second.

[ ]

o THE LORD MAYOR: All those in favour? (4 vote was taken) This
is CARRIED.

[ ]
* (o)
[ ]

o THE LORD MAYOR: 5(c), Councillor Brett.

[ ]

o COUNCILLOR BRETT: Thank you, Lord Mayor, I move in terms of
the Notice.

o COUNCILLOR A CARTER: I second, Lord Mayor.



o THE LORD MAYOR: I call for a vote, show of hands for, please. (4
vote was taken) This is CARRIED.

ITEM 6 — QUESTIONS

THE LORD MAYOR: We now come to Questions. | call on Councillor Lewis.

COUNCILLOR J LEWIS: Thank you, Lord Mayor. Can the Executive Board
Member for Environmental Services please confirm the original estimate for the
annual payment to Glendales this year for the Council and ALMOs' Grounds
Maintenance Contract?

COUNCILLOR MONAGHAN: Thank you, Lord Mayor. The amount budgeted
for this year for the Glendales’ contract was £2,232,854.90. | think that is for
highways and the ALMOs. | can break that down for you later if you like.

COUNCILLOR J LEWIS: Thank you, Lord Mayor. Can the Executive Board
Member also confirm that Glendales have only been penalised a meagre £1,500 for
poor service which means that this administration feels that Glendales, despite the
numerous complaints we receive, this administration feels that Glendales does a
good job 99.999% if the time? Does he not agree that this administration is unable to
secure value for money from its private contractors and the privatisation of the grass
cutting in this city has been an abject failure?

COUNCILLOR MONAGHAN: | think it is an absolute nonsense to pretend
that the grass cutting service was any better under your administration than it is now.
(Applause) We are getting more grass cuts a year, we are getting less complaints
every year (interruption) more areas are added to be cut each year.

COUNCILLOR GRUEN: Are you mad?
COUNCILLOR WAKEFIELD: Cuckoo land.

COUNCILLOR MONAGHAN: | think in terms of the specific point made to
those areas missed, if areas are missed — and we do have a monitoring team that go
round and inspect — if those areas are then rectified by Glendales, they will not be
deducted, so those issues are picked up by us and any mistakes are rectified by
Glendales. Those that are not are deducted and those are included, as you say, for
over £1,000 deductions in this past year.

THE LORD MAYOR: We are on to the second question now, which is
Councillor Hamilton.

COUNCILLOR M HAMILTON: Thank you, Lord Mayor. Could the Leader of
Council please update Members on the ongoing industrial action in Streetscene
services?

THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Brett.
COUNCILLOR BRETT: Thank you, Lord Mayor. We have, | believe, roughly
the same number of our staff working, so about 15% of the normal collection teams

for refuse and rather more for other areas of the strike.

I want to explain to Council that this week the Council is buying in some
private sector teams to give us the capacity...

COUNCILLOR GRUEN: For how much? How much?



COUNCILLOR BRETT: ...to clear the backlog of black bins. We hope that
there will be, shortly, enough capacity to make sure that every house in Leeds does
have its black bin emptied at least every two weeks.

I would like to spend a little time, if you will listen, to my explanation as to why
this is not strike breaking. (interruption) | did not think they would want to listen.

COUNCILLOR J McKENNA: He thinks Maggie’s back.
COUNCILLOR GRUEN: Union busting.

COUNCILLOR BRETT: In my clear understanding, if a member of our staff
goes on strike it is illegal for us to buy in a contract agency worker to do that job on
the time when that worker was on strike. Itis, in my view — and it is certainly the
officers’ view in this Council — that it is a total nonsense to then go on and say that if
the job is not done it cannot ever be done by anyone else. We are quite confident
that buying in private sector teams is, firstly, what the people of Leeds would want us
to do... (interruption)

COUNCILLOR GRUEN: Rubbish. (Applause)

COUNCILLOR BRETT: ...to make sure, Lord Mayor, that we do not have
health situations develop.

| want to explain a little bit about the background to this because it has been
misrepresented and it is quite complete. In 1997---

COUNCILLOR ATHA: Point of order. This is an answer to a question.
COUNCILLOR: Sit down, Bernard.

COUNCILLOR ATHA: You are now in an abuse of question time by making a
prepared speech which is not relevant to the question asked and therefore, in my
view, it should be ruled out of order. He is abusing the Council.

THE LORD MAYOR: Could | ask, please, which Council Procedure Rule you
are referring to?

COUNCILLOR ATHA: [ will give you any number that you care. | simply
want to make the point that an abuse of the process is an abuse.

COUNCILLOR BRETT: Can | continue, Lord Mayor?

THE LORD MAYOR: It is not an abuse point.

COUNCILLOR BRETT: Can | continue?

THE LORD MAYOR: Yes.

COUNCILLOR BRETT: Thank you, Lord Mayor. In 1997 the Single Status
Agreement, which | would characterise with apologies to Barbara Castle, instead of
‘In Place of Strife’ | think it ought to be titled ‘In Place of Strikes’ because that Single
Status Agreement and the Equal Pay evaluations that have followed from that are at
the root of this disagreement.

COUNCILLOR WAKEFIELD: | do not understand it.

COUNCILLOR BRETT: It is my belief that in the 21st Century it is far better

for us to try and work out what someone in the public sector should be paid based on
the skills of the job that they are doing and the working conditions — | stress the



working conditions — taken fully into account as well, and that that, leading to equal
pay between men and women for similar jobs, is what this Council has supported
throughout in this process.

COUNCILLOR: Rubbish

COUNCILLOR BRETT: We support equal pay for men and women. If
Labour simply wants to pay these strikers, it will either drive a coach and horses
through Equal Pay or will cost the Council a fortune.

COUNCILLOR WAKEFIELD: This is not acceptable.
THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Hamilton, do you have a supplementary?

COUNCILLOR M HAMILTON: | do indeed. Would the Leader of Council
care to tell the Council if there is any evidence during this dispute of what we might
call dirty tactics? (interruption)

COUNCILLOR ATHA: Only your own. Be honest about this.
COUNCILLOR WAKEFIELD: Yours.

COUNCILLOR BRETT: | have not opened my mouth yet but they do not
want to listen, do they?

COUNCILLOR WAKEFIELD: lItis a set up.

COUNCILLOR BRETT: ltis clear that a minority — and | do accept that most
of those who are on strike are not people who would get involved in this, but we have
had reports, quite serious ones, two of them, of workers’ tyres slashed, of windows
broken in houses, bicycles stolen, verbal intimidation. If the Unions want to say that
there is not evidence for that, let me say that | personally have evidence, because at
twenty-past five on Monday an aggressive message was left on my answer phone by
an anonymous caller.

COUNCILLOR WAKEFIELD: How do you know it was them?
COUNCILLOR: Have you never had one of those before?
COUNCILLOR ATHA: I will come and hold your hand.

COUNCILLOR BRETT: If you will hear me out, | am quite prepared to explain
my take on this. | found the tone menacing and my wife was certainly concerned.
Then today, just before noon, 14 sacks of rubbish were dumped outside the front
door of my house (interruption) — it is interesting, is it not, that some members find
that funny — when the police were inside talking to my wife. When my wife opened
the front door to let the police out, these 14 bags were piled on the front door. Those
bags had tags attached to them saying, “Solidarity with striking Leeds refuse
collectors.”

I am not, if you will listen, Jim, | am not saying that any of these were done by
strikers or Union members. | simply do not know. What | do know is that for the
incident today there is evidence and that the police are investigating it and that | can
tell you the police are taking this very seriously.

COUNCILLOR GRUEN: Oh dear.

COUNCILLOR BRETT: | would hope this afternoon that Councillor Wakefield
would publicly disassociate both himself and his party from these disgraceful tactics



and | hope later on that he will be willing to do that. (hear, hear) Thank you, Lord
Mayor. (Applause)

THE LORD MAYOR: | call on Councillor Schofield.
COUNCILLOR WAKEFIELD: How pathetic.

COUNCILLOR SCHOFIELD: Thank you, Lord Mayor. Can the Executive
Board Member for City Development & Regeneration provide details of the
successful projects developed through the Town and District Centre Regeneration
scheme?

THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Carter.

COUNCILLOR A CARTER: Yes, my Lord Mayor, thank you, Councillor
Schofield. We have committed from the administration £11m over six years, ending
in 2010/11 to the Town and District Centre Regeneration Scheme and we have seen
successful schemes either completed or now under way in Armley, Chapeltown,
Farsley, Garforth, Pudsey, Guiseley, Holton, Horsforth, Kippax, Rothwell, Morley
Bottoms, Oakwood, Otley, Wetherby and Yeadon and, of course, we also have the
scheme in Crossgates.

| remember five years ago we had Baroness Blake of Roundhay. We now
have Baron Gruen of Crossgates. Indeed, | have watched unfold with interest the
attempts of two of the less wise members of Crossgates — and | notice Councillor
Armitage has kept a very discreet distance from the debate — attempting to blame
members in other wards, people who live in their own ward, me, the Civic Architect,
Uncle Tom Cobley and all, in fact, for a scheme that they promoted, they wanted and
they have guided through the process. Indeed, the minutes state, Councillor
Schofield, that Councillor Gruen volunteered to steer the proposal through the
planning process. (laughter) That, Lord Mayor, is in black and white. There is the
man, champion of the elderly, who wants to spent £143,000 of taxpayers’ money on
a pair of gates on a roundabout. There are his priorities. (interruption) It is
Gruengate. lItreally is Gruengate. (Applause)

My Lord Mayor, no wonder one of his constituents emailed me this week and
said he had a better idea for the roundabout — a dual pair of stocks in which
Councillors Gruen and Armitage should be placed and the residents of Crossgates
invited to do the necessary. (laughter)

COUNCILLOR GRUEN: | thought you were ill.

COUNCILLOR A CARTER: The sight of you always revives me.

THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Schofield.

COUNCILLOR SCHOFIELD: Thank you, Lord Mayor. After the bad news,
the good news. Is the Deputy Leader of Council aware that in Temple Newsam ward
Councillor Hyde, Councillor Lyons and myself are living dangerously by promoting a
Welcome to Holton sign?

COUNCILLOR LYONS: It was supposed to be outside my door.

COUNCILLOR GRUEN: You have got £94,000 to pay for it.

COUNCILLOR SCHOFIELD: However, we are not raiding the public purse
but the money has been raised by contribution from the private sector who will carry

the costs.

COUNCILLOR: Well done. (Applause)



COUNCILLOR A CARTER: My Lord Mayor, that amply illustrates the good
value of Conservative Councillors and the fact that even the (inaudible) could not
persuade you, Councillor Lyons. It is not for you a problem. (laughter) (Applause)

THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Wakefield.

COUNCILLOR WAKEFIELD: Thank you, Lord Mayor. | will try and ask a
relevant and serious question. Can the Leader of the Council confirm that there is an
ongoing court case at London’s High Court regarding the validity of the Authority’s
delegated powers between 2004 and 2008?

COUNCILLOR BRETT: Yes, Lord Mayor, | can. The press reports that many
of us have seen relate to a preliminary hearing. There has been no finding on the
validity of the delegation scheme. The final hearing is set for 28" October in the High
Court in London and the Council continues to vigorously defend the claim as we
believe the scheme was valid and effective and anticipate that the Judgment will
vindicate that view.

COUNCILLOR GRUEN: That was brief.

COUNCILLOR WAKEFIELD: Thank you, Lord Mayor. Given the importance
of this to the Council over many years and given that it is under your portfolio, can
you explain to elected members of this Council why many of us read it in the Evening
Post as opposed to being briefed well before, given it was over twelve months since?

COUNCILLOR BRETT: | understand those concerns, Lord Mayor, but | do
not think in a case which is sub judice it would be worth our while this afternoon me
making more remarks on this case. | have been very careful in what | have already
said and | will be more than happy, Keith, to discuss this with you or with other
members after 28" October.

COUNCILLOR WAKEFIELD: No Leaders’ briefing? Cop out.
THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Grayshon.

COUNCILLOR GRAYSHON: Thank you, Lord Mayor. Can the Executive
Board Member for Leisure please update Council on the progress made in regard to
the building of the new Morley Leisure Centre?

THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Procter.

COUNCILLOR J PROCTER: Yes thank you, Lord Mayor. | am delighted to
be able to report that the new Morley Leisure Centre is progressing as per schedule.
The contractor is still working to the original timetable with an opening of the new
facility due in June 2010. The main structure of the building is now up with the
internal works progressing well and a landscaping scheme is being implemented
later on in the year.

COUNCILLOR LYONS: Make sure the Pudsey one is.
THE LORD MAYOR: Do you have a supplementary, Councillor Grayshon?

COUNCILLOR GRAYSHON: No, Lord Mayor, but | wonder if you would allow
me to pass an observation this afternoon.

THE LORD MAYOR: No, | am sorry.

COUNCILLOR GRAYSHON: Could I just raise something...



COUNCILLOR WAKEFIELD: Sit down.

THE LORD MAYOR: No, you cannot. It cannot be done, | am sorry.
Question six, Councillor Gruen.

COUNCILLOR GRUEN: Does the Executive Board Member for City
Development agree with me how important it is that members of Plans Panels are
allowed to undertake their role without interference in an impartial and objective
manner?

THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Carter.

COUNCILLOR A CARTER: Thank you, my Lord Mayor. | do indeed and
have no problem in answering that in a very simple and straightforward way. | would
add a couple of other comments, however.

Many of us in this Chamber remember the days when one political group in
particular — it was the last political group to stop this practice — had a group meeting
before a planning meeting which, in my view, even at that time left the Council open
to serious challenge of political decisions being made on planning applications before
the members actually together heard the application presented. | have no need to
tell you which was the final group to cease that practice — indeed there was a debate
in this Chamber and questions in this Chamber to establish that it had been done.

Absolutely members should judge planning applications wholly impartially and
| think members who are Board members know that if they pass any comment one
way or another in connection with a live planning application and they are planning
members, then they can no longer then take part in the Planning Committee meeting.

I would just raise one other issue and that is the issue of site visits. | know
that senior officers are becoming, shall we say, a little taxed by the fact that some
members rarely if ever attend site visits prior to planning applications being
discussed. | do not think there is a particular hard and fast ruling on this, but | as
Exec Board Member with responsibility for Planning, although | do not serve on the
Plans Panel myself...

COUNCILLOR WAKEFIELD: Not relevant.

COUNCILLOR A CARTER: ...for obvious reasons, would make this
comment. | think in a very litigious world in which we now live members should very
carefully weigh up whether, if they fail to attend the site visit on a particularly
contentious planning issue, they should then actually take part in the discussions that
follow at the meeting. Itis, | think, a matter for personal Councillor choice and it goes
to the heart of what Councillor Gruen’s question ought to be about and that is that
members are seen to be impartial, they are seen to take into account the pros and
cons of any planning application in a fair and open manner and that they do exercise
their judgment without having taken any notice of pressure from any other quarter.

COUNCILLOR GRUEN: Can I thank the Member for his lengthy reply and
ask him if he is aware of the letter written to the Yorkshire Evening Post by his
colleague, Councillor Shelbrooke, regarding the open cast mining application where
he insinuates that the Conservative Members on the Panel were aware of his
feelings, were canvassed by him and does he condemn any Members being
mandated by other colleagues on how to vote?

COUNCILLOR A CARTER: My Lord Mayor, | think it highly unlikely that
Councillor Shelbrooke or any other member of Council would do anything that sought
to try and mandate any other Member of the Council. Indeed, if Councillor Gruen
believes that to be the case, he ought to be taking steps elsewhere and | am sure
they will be dealt with in the appropriate manner.



If | could return to the need for Members to attend site visits, we have a
number of serious, very large applications under discussion at the moment and when
| look at the Panel on which Councillor Gruen sits, for example, | find that on 4 June,
2 July and 30 July there were set twelve visits to planning applications. On none of
those was Councillor Gruen present.

THE LORD MAYOR: | now call on Councillor Downes, Question seven.

COUNCILLOR DOWNES: Thank you, Lord Mayor. Could the Executive
Member for Children’s Services tell the outcome of the latest inspection of the
fostering service?

THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Golton.

COUNCILLOR GOLTON: Thank you, Lord Mayor. Yes, following inspection
in July the fostering services has moved out of its previous “inadequate” rating and is
now rated as “adequate” overall by Ofsted. Encouragingly, this also includes being
rated as “good” in several areas, including Be Healthy, Enjoy and Achieve, Economic
Wellbeing and Making a Positive Contribution.

The inspection also highlighted positive comments such as the significant
progress made to improving service delivery, capacity within the senior management
team to bring about change was having an impact, and how the overall strategy for
consultation and participation maximises young people’s, carers’ and parents’
involvement in their care.

Of course, we want to be better than “adequate” and the report highlights
further areas where we know we can improve. We must take action to do this and
move to a rating of “good” or better in future and ultimately, in doing so, further
improve the support provided to children and young people in foster care and their
carers.

Nevertheless, staff have worked very hard to respond to the last inspection
and this work has made an impact. This shows us that where clear action is in place
and it is focused in the right areas, you can make improvements quickly and use the
new Ofsted inspection regime positively to raise standards across the facilities that
we provide.

THE LORD MAYOR: No more questions? Right, we are on to Question
eight, Councillor Andrew.

COUNCILLOR ANDREW: Thank you, Lord Mayor. Would the Executive
Member for Adult Social Care please comment on the Social Care Green Paper,
“Shaping the Future of Care Together?

THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Harrand.

COUNCILLOR HARRAND: Thank you, Lord Mayor. All the wrong people
are interested in this subject. When it says “care”, care and the future of the elderly
and people like that, the wrong people get concerned. It is always the youngest
member of Council.

COUNCILLOR LYONS: That's me! (laughter)
COUNCILLOR HARRAND: | will not take that any further, but are you the
youngest? You have the biggest problem of anybody, you. People under 50 — and

that is not going to be an enormous number---

COUNCILLOR A CARTER: They paid up for years.



COUNCILLOR HARRAND: Listen carefully. People under 40, take note;
people under 30, panic. You have an enormous problem.

When the first mental health service was introduced and the Future of Care
was published and it was discussed nationally 60 years ago, male life expectancy
was 66. Itis now 78. There are now more over 65s than under 18s. More
significantly — and this is where you get worried — there were eight working adults for
every pensioner in the 1940s; there are four now. By the time you retire there will be
two of you! (laughter)

This Green Paper sets out the challenge that we have discussed many times
in the past. The existing system of care is unsustainable, given the rapidly ageing
population, and the Government says we have got to act and, of course, that is not
too soon. We cannot sit around and do nothing and ignore the needs of this and
future generations of older people.

The Green Paper sets out a number of options of reform and radical
suggestions, especially around the future of social care. These proposals have huge
implications for Leeds. To help Members understand we have a Members Seminar
on the 12" — under 40s get your diaries out, please put that in your diary now,
everybody, please — and to help the people of Leeds generally, not just ourselves,
the existing and future service users, carers and care providers, we are having three
seminars on 24 September, 28" September, 15t October. This is the most important
debate on social care we have had for 60 years and we want as many people as
possible and as young people as possible to support. Lord Mayor. (Applause)

THE LORD MAYOR: Do you have a supplementary question? Thank you for
that. We are on to Question nine now and it is Councillor Lowe.

COUNCILLOR LOWE: Thank you. Does the Leader of Council agree with
me how important it is that the Council is open and transparent with the public?

THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Brett.

COUNCILLOR BRETT: Thank you, Lord Mayor. Yes, the Council is fully
committed to being open, honest, transparent with the public. (interruption) It forms
a key part of our values and our aspiration and culture. We believe that
communication is everyone’s responsibility and we are fully committed to meaningful
consultation, engagement and involvement both internally, within the Council, and
externally. We are working hard across all services to ensure that this culture is
effectively embedded.

THE LORD MAYOR: Do you have a supplementary, Councillor Lowe?

COUNCILLOR LOWE: Yes, thank you. Does Councillor Brett then join me in
congratulating the Liberal Democrat Shadow Transport Secretary, Norman Baker, for
his Freedom of Information request which discovered that this Council has paid out
over £10m of taxpayers’ money between 2004 and 2009 on pavement accidents and
the compensation claims that followed? It is the highest in the country and | think
that if we are going to be so transparent then we should be transparent with the
citizens of Leeds and tell them that our failures to mend the holes in the pavements
has caused this enormous drain on our Council’s resources.

COUNCILLOR BRETT: | was aware at the time when this happened that
there was some dispute about some of the figures and whether we were being
compared in an open way.

What | can say absolutely, even though this Freedom of Information request |
know caused some concern — and that might be putting it mildly in some quarters — it



is absolutely right that one of our MPs asked that question and if there are things that
this Council is not doing well enough, it is right that we look at it and we try to
improve.

I know on the business of compensation claims a lot of work has been done
and the trend now in this Council, what we pay out, is very definitely downwards, but
I am well prepared to accept that there may be more work that needs doing in that
particular area.

THE LORD MAYOR: Question 10, Councillor Ann Blackburn.

COUNCILLOR A BLACKBURN: Thank you, Lord Mayor. Can the Executive
Member for Neighbourhoods and Housing inform me what incentives are currently in
place to help Council tenants downsize?

THE LORD MAYOR: Councillor Les Carter.

COUNCILLOR J L CARTER: The answer is “Yes”, but | will answer a bit
more. In January 2008 the Council approved a scheme to encourage Council
tenants who are currently under-occupying their homes to downsize to more
appropriate sized homes. Customers are offered £1,000 per bedroom and a budget
of £300,000 has been given to this initiative. This scheme is another strand of the
Council’'s commitment to affordable housing.

THE LORD MAYOR: Do you have a supplementary question, Councillor?

COUNCILLOR A BLACKBURN: Yes, Lord Mayor. Can | then be told how
many three bedroom and four bedroom houses this incentive has released?

C