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This Council notes the crucial UN Climate Change Conference summit (COP26) currently 
underway in Glasgow aimed at limiting global temperature rise to 1.50C. Leeds City Council 
declared a climate emergency in March 2019, with the target of 2030 for achieving carbon 
neutrality, recognising the part Leeds has to play in this global challenge. 
 
Council recognises that some communities in Leeds have far larger carbon footprints than 
others. Climate change is already affecting most those who are least able to pay, whilst those 
with higher incomes add proportionally more to carbon emissions in the City. Council therefore 
understands that positive actions by more affluent communities and sectors to reduce their 
carbon emissions can contribute most effectively to ensuring our City reaches net zero carbon by 
2030.  
 
Whilst supporting the current work of Leeds City Council on a range of issues that includes fuel 
poverty reduction and home insulation, Council resolves to focus Leeds City Council carbon 
reduction plans, and any related policies, on those sectors and those communities that through 
reducing their high carbon footprints will contribute most to reaching our carbon neutral target. In 
this way, Council’s response can aim to deliver climate and social justice together with carbon 
neutrality by 2030.  
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