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Delete all after “This Council” and replace with the following: 
 
“notes the range of global factors affecting the cost of living for households nationally and in 
Leeds and welcomes the actions being taken by the government in response.  
 
“Council welcomes government action that saw a £150 non-repayable reduction in Council Tax 
bills for all households in Bands A-D in England but regrets that the ruling administration were 
unable to administer this, resulting in thousands of people receiving double payments totalling 
£3.7m and unknown costs in officer time to deal with the consequences. 
 
“Council welcomes the unprecedented levels of support provided by the government through the 
pandemic. In addition, measures announced by the government in the Autumn Budget and 
subsequently will help vulnerable households in Leeds, such as: 
 

 Increasing the National Living Wage to £9.50 an hour 

 Cutting fuel duty following 11 years of freezing it 

 £15bn energy bill rebate package worth up to £550 each for around 28 million households 

 £650 Cost of Living payment for those on benefits 

 £300 Pensioner Cost of Living Payment to 8 million pensioner households 

 £140 million in Discretionary Housing Payments supporting families with rent or housing 
costs, and an extra £65m to support low-income households with rent debts 

 Increased generosity of the Local Housing Allowance for housing benefit, with more than 
1.5m households benefiting from an additional £600 a year. 

 £150 disability cost of living payment 

 £1bn in Household Support Fund  
 
“Council notes that there have been two rounds of Household Support funding since November 
2021 amounting to £7.1m each for Leeds, meaning total allocated funding through this scheme is 
£14.2m in the past 8 months. Council further notes that funding is targeted at those most in need 
meaning that the funding will broadly be targeted at the 63,000 households that claim Council 
Tax Support in Leeds which would equate to approximately £225 per household. 
 
“Council remains concerned about increasing inflation and the potential consequences for 
interest rates, mortgages for Leeds residents and debt, particularly given Leeds City Council’s 
£2.165bn net external debt.  
 



“This Council therefore asks the Chief Executive to bring a report to Executive Board this year 
setting out the implications of higher inflation and higher interest rates on MRP and net external 
debt. 
 

 
 Councillor Barry Anderson 
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