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Insert the words “and dental” after “mental health” but before “crisis” in the second paragraph. 
 
The amended White Paper would then read: 
 

“This Council wishes the NHS a happy 75th birthday and thanks the city’s NHS workers 
for their dedicated service to the people of Leeds.  
 
However, Council is gravely concerned by the damage inflicted on the NHS by the 
Conservative Government, including longer waiting times in A&E, for GP appointments, for 
Specialist Clinical Care or Surgery appointments, for Ambulances response times; and the 
failure to address the growing Mental Health and dental crisis. 
 
Council is resolute in its support for NHS workers in Leeds and recognises the additional 
pressures and strains placed on them by the Covid-19 pandemic, the Cost-of-Living Crisis, 
and the Conservative Government’s complete failure to resolve ongoing industrial action. 
 
Council is equally concerned by the wider damage 13 years of Conservative Government 
has caused to health inequalities. Council therefore welcomes Leeds City Council’s work 
locally alongside Professor Sir Michael Marmot and his team at the Institute of Health 
Equity, on a Marmot City approach to improving the health of the poorest in Leeds the 
fastest.  
 
Council believes urgent Government action is needed to ensure Leeds residents receive 
the first class, timely NHS care they need and deserve. Council therefore calls for the 
Government to take immediate steps to constructively engage with representatives of the 
NHS workforce to mend the Government’s relationship with NHS workers and end the 
industrial action.   Council notes the Government’s current plan does nothing to help 
people currently waiting for treatment, so Council further calls on the Government to 
immediately increase investment in NHS staff and services to get waiting times down for 
people who need treatment and care now.” 
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